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The Mystery of
The Yellow Room |

By GASTON LEROUX

1 guietly made my way throogh the  Leck Tﬂ:’lﬂﬂu-‘dm
crowid and left the court almost at the eric Larsan.

same time as Rouletabille He greeted
me heartily and looded BappT

in America Decanmse ['ve no dould

eourt, monsieur, why did you sot me-

- !‘

“I'll mot gsé you my dear fellow™ 1 cuse him when he was m-.
sald smiling “wiat you've besu dolng | Would then have answesed you
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emm—wrs s

terTace, ADNG LAarsyn Was ofear or ne
ground. The rest was easy. His act
| ing after dluner as if he bad been
“Uniess you are playing with the | »d was make belleve. He was
pot drugered. But bhe Ul drug wme
He | ¢ course he had to make It appear ss

. | #f be also had been drugged so that o
o give bo other ssswer thas muspicion should fall on him for my

2 3

you'll sus you can't tell me ootil after the one he has Dew given By his | condition Had [ mot been thus over

Batf pass £ Hight.”

=“Ap. my denr Saincicir, I'T! tell yoo
right pow why | wenl tn America

I | el Mmu_hh‘ol

| powered Larsan would never bave en-
tered Mile. Stangersou'’s chamber that
night and the sttack on her would not

“We cannot believe that Laress bas

went In sesrch of the name of the oth- | ing so. Did he know you'd make this | have taken place”

er half of the murderer™
“The name of the other baif*™
“Exactly! When we lnst left the |
Glagdter | knew there were !wo

patres to The murflerer and the name  hiic the opportunity to escape™

of enty one of them | went o Amer-
fea for the name of the other balf”™

| was too puxzied to answer
then we entersd

rounded.
fnendly to all except

ness of manper Frederic Larsan

eame In Alsc Rouletabllle weat wp
and shook him beartlly by the hud,_
His manner toward the detective
showed that he bhad got the better of |
the pollceman Larsan smied and |
asked him what bhe bad beeno doing In
America. Rouletsbille began by tell- |
lng him some ane dotes of his voyage |
They then turmed aside together, ap-
parently with the object of speaking
confidentislly,

On the stroke of bhalf past € Joseph
Rouletabllle was agalo brought in. It
is impossible for me to picture the
tense excitement which appeared ob |
every face as he made his way w the
bar. Darzac rose o his feer, frightful |
Iy pale, |

The president, addressing Rooleta- |
bilie. sald gravely

“1 will not ask you to take the cath.

becuuse yYou have not been reguiarly l

summoued, but I trust there Is uo need

to urge upon you the gravity of the |

stutement you are ubout to make ' |
Rouletabille looked the president |

quite calmiy and stesdlly lo the tm.«e:

and replied:

“Yes, monsieur.”

“At your last appearance bere” salfd
the president, “we had arrived at the
point where you were to tell us how
the murderer escaped and also his
name. Now, M. Rouletabille. we awall
your explanation.”

“Very well, monsieur,” begao my

|charge™

| Rouletabllle proudly.
Just lUceman; | am a joursalist, and
the witness room. business is pot to arvest peaple.
and Ronletabille was |mmediatels sur- business in 1o the serviee of truth
He showsd himself very s Dot that of an

Arthur Hance &M just, monsienr, yeu will ses that I
to whom he exhibited 3 marked coid- =m right You eaa pow understand |, Mie Stangerson.

| have heard of Ballmeyer will wonder | murderer.

A groan came from Darmec who ap-
penred to be unsble to control his suf
fering.

“You can upderstand™ added Roule-
mbllle, ~“that Larsan would feel him
soif hampered from the fact that my
rootu was so close 1o his and from s
suspicion that I would be on the
wateh that night Natomlly he <could
mot for a moment belleve that 1 sus
i you | pected bim Bauot I mizht se¢ bim leas
ing bis room when he was sbhoot te go
He walted i 1

why | refraimed until ths bewr to ! was asleep and my friend Sainclair

“He did. 1 told bim 1 would"

“Yea, M. President 1 did" replied

divuige the name I gave Larmas thie | wyy pusy trying m ronse me  Te

1o cateh the 4:17 traiu for Paris wiere | minutes after that mademoiselle wos
be would know where to hille Miomeel? | o)1 oo Murder”

and leave oo tracem You will Ilnl “How did you come to suspeet Lar
fnd Frederie Larsan” decisred | mu Y asked the president.”

tebllle, fixing his eyes on M. “My pure resson pointed to him

. “He s tos cunning. He b a 1mg was why 1 watched lim.  But 1
man who bes always sscaped you and  gid por foresee the druggzing. He |s

whom you bave long ssarebed for I8 | yory cuuning Yes, wy pure reason
valn, If he QM not succesd W owt- ‘wmm te him, but 1 required tangible
witting me be cam yol essily owtwit 1pmut 80 that mys eves could see him
eny police. This man, whe Iowr FEBRI® | a5 my pure reason saw bim  The day
ago introduced bimeelf w the pulice :rollowms the incident of ‘the inex-
becams celebruied as | plicable gallery’ I felt myself loslug
Larsan, 1= noterious under aBotder | control of 1t [ had allowed myself to
pame—a Dame wall knows to crime. | be diverted Ly fallavfous evidence, Liut
Frederic Larsan, M. Presitent, % Ball- | | recovered and azaln took bold of the
meyer.” i right end | satisfied wyself that the
“Ballmeyer™ cried the presidant. | murderer could not have feft the galk
“Balimeyer™ exclalmed Robert Dar- lery, elther naturally or supernotursi-
mac, springing to his feet. “Bulimeger! ly. [ narrowed the field of considera-
It was true, then!™  tlon to that small cirele, 50 to speak

“Ah M. Darzac, you don't think 1 The murderer could uot be outside
am mad now!” eried Beuleiabille. that circlee Now. who were In ¥
Balimever! Balimayer! No other word There was, first, the murderer. Then
could be beard In the courtroom. ‘ﬂullhen were Dadds Jacgues, M. Stan-

predident adjourned the hearing. lmn, Frederle Larsan amil myself—

Those of my readers who may mot|five persons In all, countlug In the
And yet In the gallery
at the excitement the name eu-ul.'rlhen were but four. XNow. since |t
And yet the doings of this remarkabie bhad been demonstrated to me that the
criminal form the subject matter of Bfth could not have escaped. It was
the most dramatic nareatives of the  svident that ome of the four present
newspapers and criminal recordsof the | jn the gallery must be a double—he
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had, then, a very srrong reason for
returning to s room. Az for myself
when [ sent Daddy Jacques to the end
of the ‘right’' gallery 1 naturally
thought that Larsan was still at his
post. Daddy Jacques In going 1o lils
post had not whoen he passed
to sa¢ whetbier Larsan was at lls post
or not

“What, then, was the urgent renson
whith bad compelled Larsan to 2o to
(O Foowl o sevoue waee ! 3 guessed 1t
to be some evidence of his preseuce
there. He had left something very
lmportant In that room. What was 7
And had bhe recovered It? 1 begged
Mme. Bernier, who was nceustomed to
clenn the mowm, to look, and she fouud
a palr of eveglasses—this palr, M
President!™

And Rouletabilie drew the eyeglusses,
of which we know, from his pocket

“When 1 saw these eveglasses” he
continned, “1 was utterly yonpiused
[ bad npever seen Larsan wear eye
glasses. What did they mean? Sud-
denly | exclaimed to myself, ‘1 wonder
If he Is long sighted” I had never seeu
Larsan write. He might then be long
sighted. The police would certalnly

lonZed

mall eceoursd to Blm as g noednl

pinuned thni, whoteve
M. Darzae, his hated
* the muan to be sos

dlity Io he'pine bim In hi= @
Mlie. Stancerscn [Ie anj bt

| pareel of Vs papers and
the Invatory in the vedtidmle

the tlmwe of his firet exncd

| "he pavilion nnd the “fhy of +
der of the Keeper Larn hnd 1
o find out what thoss it et

“1 dv not think that Larsan hnd as |
vet thought of murderiug Mlle. Star
gerson: but, whatever he might do, s
AL Barzae should suffer

[LaGe SUre Thant

| i
for it. He was very nearly of the same | tained He could do nothi LB | |
helght as M. Darzac and had almost | them_ abil they  wore sl 1

B, nnac 15 w - ¥
the sswe sited feet. 1t would not b ‘ nising. That plzht he toak o
s e g | di b '

difficult w take an lmpresaion of M

: 0 the chatern Tosthmne |
Darzac's footprines and bhave similar that by retu O
hoots made for Limself. Such tricks | ’Ibt"l'l‘“l"""‘ Pasi iy ;- L
=, Bl SO

were mere chlld’'s play for Liarsan or |I merson  But slncit e oy
An 1 irain e i p gl

Balimeyer. | his reasons he took the ps

“Receiving no reply to bis letter. he |

ind w0 rid himself of an In n
detern

Wil

ned, slnee  Mile  Stangersor

Hou'etabllle cou=*d 1]
i come to him, that e woald

dent to me that b

woes

go to her Hiz plan bad long beet He hoad arrived st 5 polm
tormed. He hud wade himself master hod

to Keen ba-k Nis kn

Larsapn's true motive Ty
tion he had glven hnd evide
nnsatisfactory  Ronletabllle ©
enough to note the lmd Impr
hnd - made. for, torning to the "
dent, he suld, “And pow we e
the explunation of the wysiers of
vellow room'™

of the plans of the chateau and the
pavilion, so that voe afterncon while
M. und Mlle. Stangerson wers out for
a walk and while Daddy Jacques was |
away be entered the Iatter by the
vestibule window. He was alone and, |
belng in no burry, be beznn examinine
the furnlture. Oune of the pleces, re- |

friend amidst & profound slience. I

for the murderer to get away without |
belng seen. And yet be was there
with us lu the court™

“And you did nut see him? At least
that Is what the prosecution declares ™

“No! We all of us saw him, M. e
President™ cried Bouletabllle.

“Then why was he not arrested?

“Because no oue besides myself
knew that be was the murderer. It
would have spolled my plans to have
bad him arrested, and ! bhad theo no
proof other than my own reasoning. 1
was convineed we had the murderer
Vefore us and that we were actually
looking at him 1 have mow brought
what 1 econsider the indisputable
proof.”

“Speak oul. monsleur
murderer’'s name.”

“You will find it oo the list of names
present In the court on the night of
the tragedr.” replied Rouletabllle.

The people present In the courtroom
began showing impatience. Bome of
them even called for the pame and
were sllenced by the usher,

“The list includes Daddy Jacques,
Bernler, the conclerge. and Mr. Arthur
Rance” sald the president. “Do you
acruse any of these ™

"No, monsteur™

“Then I do not understand what you
are driving at. There was no other
person at the end of the court.™

“Yes, monsieur, there was, not at the
end, but above the conrt. who was
leaning out of the window."

“Do you mean Frederic Larsan? ex-
claimed the president

“Yes, Frederic Larsan’" replied Roule-
tabllle In & ringing tone. “Frederic
Larsan is the murderer™

The courtroom became immediately
filled with loud and indignant protests.
Bo astonished was he that the presi-
dent did not attempt to quiet I1t. The
quick sllence which followed was bro-
ken by the distinctly whispered worda
from the lipas of Robert Darzac:

“1t's imposaible! He's mad!”

“You dare to accuse Frederic Larsan,
monsieur? asked the preaident “1f
you are pot mad what are your
proofs?*

"Proofs, mbdnsienr? Do you want
proofs? Well, here is one,” cried Roule-
tabllie shrilly. “Let Frederic Larsan
be called!”

“Usher, call Frederic Larsan.” 1

The usher hurried to the side deor,
opened It and disappeared. The dwor
remained open, while all eyes turned
expectantly toward li. The clerk re
eppeared and, stepping forward. sald:

“M. President, Frederic Larsan Is
not here. He left at sbout 4 o'clock
aod has not been seen since'

“That is my proof!’ eried Rouleta-
bille triumphbantty.

“"Expiain yourself,” demanded the
president,

“My proof ls Larsah's fight"” sald

Tell us the

the young reporter. “He will nor sase

past twenty years. lthﬂhunnnﬂ-l
ed that he was dead and thus bad |
eluded the police as he had elnded

bad explained how it was Impossibie | them throughont the whale of his ca-

nn'llnu-m was the hest specimes of |

! the high cisss “gentieman swindler ” |

Fle was an adept at sleight of hapd

crook ever lived He was received in |
the best soclety and was a member of
some of the most excliusive clubs. On
many of his depredatory expeditions
he had not hesiiated to use the kolfe
and the mutton bone. No difficuity
stopped him. and no “operation” was
too dangerous. He had been caught,
but escaped on the very morning of
his tria’ by throwing pepper lto the
eves of the guards who were ronduct- |
Ing him to eourt,

He left France later to “work" Amer-
lea. The police there succeeded In once
capturing him, but the extraosfilnary
man escaped the next day. It wonid |
need & volume te recount the advesn-
tures of this master crimioal. And wet |
this was the man Rouletabllle bad al- |
lowgd to get away! Knowing all about |
him und who he was, be aforded the |
criminal an opportunity fer another
{suzh at the soclety he had defled’! 1
eould not belp admiring the bold stroke |
of the young journalist. becanee | felt !

of an enemy at the same time. |

The crowd bad lbarely recovered |
from the effeet of the astonfshing rev- |
elation when the bearing wiss resutnéd.
The question s everyboly's mind
was, Admitting that Learsan was the

“You have toll ws” said the prasi-
dent, “that it was impessible 10 es-
cape from the end of the esurt. Bimce
Larsen was leaning out of ki window,
he had left the court. How did be do
thae ™

“He sscaped by & mest snessa! way.
He climed the wall, sprang oa fe the

. OWR |
To & man of Balimeyor's streagth all |

that was mere child’s play. Asd here. |
monsleur, I8 the proof of what 1 sey.” |
Mkublﬂehwh'&putas!
small packet, from which be produced |
& strofig Iron peg. I
“This, monsieur,” e said, “ &
wﬁ!ﬂﬂmm fis 2 hole wttll |
to be seen In coriles sepporting
the terrace. l.n-n.'hm-ndr
prepared for everything ia case of any

i
L
'2;
i

;

:
r';l
g4

i
I
!

must be himself and the murderer glao
Why bad 1 not seen this before? Sim-

ply because the phenomenon of the
Souble permonality had not oecurred
before In this inquiry

"Now, who of the four persons in the
smllery was both that person and the

| tricks, and no bolder or more ruthless  298888i07 1 went over in my wmind

what | bhad seen. | bad seen ar one
and the same time M. Stangerson and
the murderer, Daddy Jacques and the
murderer, myself and the murderer, so
that the murderer, then, conld not be
sither M. Sungerson, Daddy Jacques
or myself. Had | sesn Frederic Lar-
san and the murderer ai the same
time? Ne. Two seconds bad passed.
during which I lost sight of the mur-
derer, for, as 1 have noted in my pa-
pers, he arrived two secunds befure
M. Bmngerson, Daddy Jacques and
myself at the meeting polut of the twa
galleries. That would have given Lar
san time to go through the ‘off turn-
Ing’ gallery. suatel off his false beard.
return and burey with us as if. like us,
In pursuit of the murderer. | was sure
now 1 had got hold of the right end o
my reasoning. With Frederlc Larsan
was now always nssociated o my mind
the personality of the unkmown of
whom | was in pursult—the murderer,
in other words
“That revelation

staggered me. |

| tried to reguln my balance by golng

aver the evidences previousiv traced.
but whieh had diverted my mind and
led me away from Frederie Larsan
What were these evidences?

“First.—1 Lad seen e noknows In
Mlle. Btangerson's chamber. On.going
to Frederic Larsan's room 1 had found
Larsan sound asleep,

“Becond.—The Indiler.

“Third.—1 bad placed Frederle Lar-
man At the end of the *off turning' gal-
lery and had told bim that 1 would
rush Into Mlle. Stangerson’s room to
iy to capture the murderer. Then 1
returned to Mlie. Stangerson’'s cham-
ber, where I lind seen the unkuown.

“The first evidence did not disturh
e muach. It is Hkely that when 1 de-
scended from my ladider, after having
seent the unknown In Mile. Sianger-
son's chamber, Larsan bad aiready fin-
Iabed what he was dolng there. Then,
while 1 was re-entering the chatean
larsan went Lack to his own reom
and, undressing himself. went to sleep,

“Nor did the second evidence trouble
me. If Larsan were the murderer be
conid have nc use for & ladder, but
the ladder might bave been placed
there to give an appearance to the
murderer's entrance from without the
chatean, especially as Larsan had ne-
cused Darzac and Darzac was not In
the chateau that night. Further. the
Iadder might have heen placed there
to faciliate Larsan's Bight in case of
almolate necessity.

“But the third evidence puzzled me
alfogether. Having pluced Larsan at
the end of the “off turning gallery, 1
eould not expialn how he had taken
advantage of the moment when [ had

| thet he was also the person who by |
P90 to the left wing of the chatean to | : !
gag X 5 . § Daddy J lfurmmumepunuedhnr with Lils |

| the department store

know and also know-|f the glasses *embling e safe. bud a very smull key-

- - L] L] - - .

were his.  Buch evidemce would be hole.  That interested bim! He bad

damning. That expiained Larsan's re | With bim the littie koy with the hr:m-l (Continue: nest wee
turn. 1 know now that Larsan or | Mend and sssociating one with the

Ballmeyer Is long sighted and that = - -

these glasses belonged to him,

“1 now mpade one mistake. | was not
satistied with the evidence | had ob-
talned. 1 wished to see the man's
fuce. Had | refrnined from this the
second terrible attack would not have !
occurred.”

“But." asked the president, “whg
should Larsan go to Mlle, Btangerson’s
room nt all? Why should be twive at.
tempt to murder her?’

“Because he loves her, M. President.”

Red Front Live: b
Feed Stable
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Best of Hay and Grain o
“That Is certainly 0 resson. but”—

“WE
“It is the only reason. He was mad- BU W‘ ‘ l v 80

I¥ ip love, and bhecause of that aud— PROPRIETORS
ather thing= he was capable of com- gl
mitting any crime ™

“Did Mlle. Srangerson know this?"

*“Yes, mopsieur, but she was ignorant
of the fact that the man who was pur-
suing her was Frederle Larsan; other
wise, of course, he would not have
been allowed to Le at the chateau. |
noticéd when he was In her room aft- |
er the Incident in the gallery that he |
kept bimself in the shadow and that he |
kept Lis head bent down He was
looking for the lost eyeglasses. Mlle |
Stangerson knew Larsan under anoth- |
er pame."”

“M. Darzac” asked the president. |
“did Mlie. Stangersou in any way con- |
fide in you on this matter? How s It |
thaut she has never spoken about It to |
any one? If yon are lonocent, she
would have wished to spare you the |
pain of being accused.” !

“Mlle. Stangerson told me nothing,”
replied M. Dnrzac. |

“Does what this soung man say rp- f
pear probable 1o you?' the president
asked, |

“Mlie. Stangerson has twld me noil |
Ing.” Le replied stolldly

“How do yon expinin that on the
night of the murder of the keeper” ||
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the pregident asked. turtlog to Rounle i I ~
tabille. “the murderer bronght Unck |
papera siolen froan M. Stangersor
How do you expinin how the motdons ||
gained entrance inio Mlie. Stangeron’ |4
locked roorm ¥ ! i
————

“The lust gueation Is eanlly nosve
ed. A man Uke Larsan or Bajlnere J
conld bave had made duplicate kers |
As to the documents, I think :
had not Intended 1o atea! then nt firs: :
Closely watehing mademoielle with |
the purpose of preventing Ler war |
riage with M. Bobert Darzac, he mrr-|
day fTollowed Ler nnd monsienr . .l
There he g
possession of the eeticule which o |

. rePbs

MILLIONS OF

loat or left behbind. In that porfen !E; I
¥ [

wns o key with a brmas bend.  fje ¢! | ks I LS8 U LS VEIMS.
not know there was any vilue atinel | .
L DIoLNeT,

od to the key tl) the advertisement | | j
the mewspapers revenled It. He then | 1

SUITE 204, Wallowa National P& K Buildin:,
Enterprise, Oregon.

Larsne |
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e,

wrote to mademciselle. as the pdver
tisement requested.  No doubt he ask i
«d for a meeting, making koown (o her -
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