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DEATH IN THE FLOOD

Cloudburst at Heppner Causes Ureat
Loss of Life and Property.

A cloud burst on the hills a mile
south of Heppner at about 5:30
o'clock Sunday alterncon let logse
u hungry flood of water, which
swept down the hillside in a wall
30 feet high and 200 yards wide.
Reaching the bottom of thecanyon,
the liquid avalanchs reared its
mighty front over the doomed town,
und carried to destruction nearly
every building and human being
that lay in ita path, leavinga waste
of desolation to mark its trail, The,
destroying torrent raced down the
narrow gorge of Willow Creek, in-
undating as it reached them the
settlements of Lexington, lone and
Douglas, but lessening in fury and
in yolume as the thirsty alkali soil
of the Valley drank up the water
like a sponge. Behind it lay nearly
300 dead, drowned like rats in a
trap. The euddenness of Lhe catas-
trophe gave the viclime no warn-
ing, overwhelming them for the
main part as they sat within their
homes.

Immediately after the fatal flocd
had wiped the major portion of
Heppner out of existence, swifl
couriers on horseback sped to warn
the residents of the Valley towards
the Columbia of the coming peril.
Leslie Matlock, son of an ex-sheriff
of Morrow oount?', rode a wild ride
for 18 miles ahead of the raging
waters. His horse dropped dead,
but he secured another, and again
another, covering the 65 miles Lo
Arlington in seven hours. To this
Paul Revere of Oregon iz un-
doubtedly due the fagt that the
ranchers of the Willow Creek
country below Heppuer lost so
little stock and property.

Sunday had been very hot and
sultry, and heavy clouds gathered
on the mountain crest above the
city. Butlittlerain fellin Heppuer,
none at the beginning of the Hood.
The people were enjoying the cool
evening breeze when they were
gturtled by heavy thunder and
sharp lightning. This was followed

by a terrific roar and rumbling,
mmum not account for.
8 ‘eame rashing down the

river in bulk. As seen from the
Palace Hotel, it appeared to be
about six feet higher in the middle
than on the edges. A very bank of
watber it was, carrying on its crest
everything gathered in its puth.
The waler struck IHeppuoer about
5:20, and in less than three minutes
the streets were rivers from five to
six feet deep. The little stream,
Willow Creek, which is ordinarily
ten feet wide and gix inches deep,
was transformed inte a ragivg
torrent, 400 feet wide and 20 feet
deep in about five minutes.

The people did not realize what
had happened until the flood struck
the town. Then it was too late.
Houses were swepl away on the
crest of the river, and turned topsy
turvy. In the Palace Hotel there
was considerable water, but the
building had a stone foundation
and the superstructure was of
brick, and did not move,

Leslie Matlock was the hero of
the day. When the flood first
came he mounted a horse and rode
at break-neck speed down the can-
yon in front of the rushing waters
to notify the people of Lexington,
a small town pine miles below. He
had to go over a rough and stony
road. The night was dark and
stormy, His horse leaped over
bowlders, sometimes nearly throw-
ing the rider, yet not once losing
his feat he arrived at Lexington
just a few minutes ahead of the
flood. The people were warned
and immediately left for the hill-
gides, not baving time to take any-
thing with them. Every person
escaped, but when the flood had
passed only two houses were stand-
ing. Lexington has a population
of about 500,

Ione was the next town down the
line. The people there were warned
by Matlock by telephone. They
left their homes, but as the town is
built on a wide flat very little
damage was done. No buildings
were washed away, but some were
moved from their foundations.

A. P. Bradbury, a commercial
traveler, was interviewed and de-
scribes the approach of the flood.
He was in his room, preparing his
evening toilet, when he bheard a
thunderous monotone. Looking
out of the window, his tiew was up
the river, At first he could not
believe what be =aw. A. bank of
water 20 feet high was coming down
the narrow gorge. BSwirling and
foaming, it came on, while he stood
speechless and spelibound watching
it. The first house it.struck was &
small, wooden building, and Mr.
Bradbury saw the building no
more. It was smashed to splinters.
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Then other boildings moved and
joined the march of the floed. On,
on it came, tearing up buildings,
rocking them on its bosom and
throwing them off Lo one side total
wrecks. At last the hotel was
reached. Then the guests began
running to and fro, and the women
fainted and screamed. All was
bedlam. While the confusion was
at its height a two-story frame
house struck the hotel broadside,
and the guests thought the build-
ing was going along with the rest
of the town.

The frame building - lodged
against the hotel and « bridge was
made of ladders to the roof and
thres people were rescued. Then
came another building to thecorner
of the hotel, This one failed to
lodge and wus geen going down the
river, R. D. Ball, another travel-
ing man, lent valuable assistance
in resening the unfortunate, In
the face of the flood, when it wasal
ite height, he carried Mr=. Elizabeth
Matlock from her floating house to
a place of safety. He was in the
thickest of the flood all the time,
and says that the force of water
was something terrible. Darkness
added its terrors to the suffering,
and cries of distress could be heard
on all sides, and relief was not to
be attempted.

N. T. Tooker, of the Fairbanks-
Morse Company, Portland, who
was at Heppner when the awfu)
disaster happened gives a graphic
deseription of the terrible affair.
He said the rushing torrent came
at 5:30 p. m. when the most of the
inhabitants were at their evening
meal. All were taken so suddenly
that nothing could be done to save
those who were caught in the rush-
ing water,

“A low estimate places the dead
at 200,” said Mr. Tooker. *“The
town has a population of about
1500, but this morning only about
one-half of the people of the town
could be located. Wedo not know
where they have gone, unless they
have gone down the stream. They
may have gone to the hills, but
thig is doubtful. The whole affair
was one horribly sickening scene
with death and destruction being
spread on every side. From the
time the flood came until the flood
went into the regular channel of
the creek flowing through town, it
was about two hours.

“It was about 5 o'clock when the
storm first started to gather to the
west of the city. It was a small
dark cloud at first, but it grew
rapidly worge, accompanied by
heavy wind and vicious lightning.
It was undoubtedly the last heavy
flash of lightning that caused the
water to fall in guch an immense
body, It struck fairly in the can-
yon of Willow Creck, six miles
ahove town. There was no warn-
ing until the mighty wall of water
had reached the town. People did
not have time lo get from their
buildings. Those who were on the
streels shouted warnings to the
people as they rushed to the hills
for their lives. They did not dare
to turn back or they, too, would
have been swept away.

“Fathers left wives and children
to perish, as they had not a moment
to spare in some cases. Brothers
returned to save members of their
families, but it was too late, and
they were carried to their death
while returning. Those who had
reached the banks in safely im-
mediately formed themselves into
small rescuing parties, and work
wag at once started in saving those
that could be reached. Ropes were
the only means we had. It was
uselegs to attempt to use other
means, Those who were in mid-
stream could easily be seen. Their
pitiful cries for helpecould be heard,
but nothing could be done.

“We could only stand,” said Mr.
Tooker, ““and see them go to their
death, The rescuing work was
still going on when 1 came away
at 9 o'clock Monday wmorning.
When I was leaving 50 bodies had
been placed in the Heppner bank,
where doors had been thrown open,
and was used as a morgue. We
placed a guard over the bank all
night When we ~ allowed the
public in at daybreak the scene
was something awful. Women
came Lo identify their little babies,
their grown children and °their
husbands. Fathers came fo see
their dead wives and children.
When the people came in, no con-
trol could be kept over them at all.
Mothers fainted, wives tore their
hair and men cried like little
children. Women fainted, at the
same time tearing their clothes
nearly from their bodies. As il
was impossible to keep order all
had o be excluded and a com-
mittee formed to identify those
that it was possible to identify.
The worst could not be seen until
morning. One poor women was
found pinned between two heavy
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timbers. Anothér woman was
found with her little baby in her
arms. In some of the houses which
had been washed down street and
which had not been shattered there
were found dead brothers and
gisters, some in each other’s arms,

“It is estimated that the damage
done to property alone was $1,000,
000. Some of the brick and stone
bulldings were not torn away, but
there were some of them moved from
their foundations. The buildings
on the high flat vere all saved,
although water reached some of
them to the north of town, and the
goods and all were saved in these.
When these merchants opened for
business in the morning they sent
word to the relisf committee to
come and take what goods were
wanted. People were coming in
from all directions to the assistance
of the suffering and dead; they
could not come by rail, for nine
miles of track below town was
washed away. All wire communi
cations were put oul of business.”

The dead are being buried as
rapidly as lher can be identified.
They are simply wrapped in clean
sheets, placed in a rough pine box
and earried away to Lhe burying
ground.

——

PIONEERS’ HIGH MOTIVE

Paper by Hon. John Minto, Read at
Polk County Pioneer Reunion.

Pioneers of Polk County: Com-
ing as a helper and witness of both
the action and motive of the
wonderful world movement of the
pioneers to Oregon in the early
40’8 of the past century, Leall your
attention to words of the present
President of the United States
(himself an historiun) to the value
he places upon your action and
that of the class you represented.
He says ina recent address: “From
the founding of our Government to
the Civil War, the men who did
most effective work for the growth
of the Nation were those who by
pack train, wagon train, on foot,
on horseback, or by boat, aided in
expanding the settlements from
the Atlanticseaboard to the Pacific.”
This, I believe, will be the verdict
of history. My purpose now is|
merely to indicate that the pioneers
of Oregon, often, I think, uncon-
rciously, were chief actors in this
grand action. No oppression of
any kind impelled. One of the
most eminent jurists the Pacific
Coast has produeed, in a carefully
prepared address to the Oregon
pioneers, said that to save the Ore-
gon country to the United States
against the claims of Great Britain
“is too high a motive to be reason-
able.”” But, as T was a witness to
that being the first reason given by
one of the foremost men who came
in 1844, and heard one of like
standing of those who came in
1843 say that was his first reason,
and Know that it was the most
common sentiment given out st
the camp-fires on Lhe way, I have
been searching ever since Wm.
Lair Hill made his address for ad-
ditional motives fo that which
those leaders declared.

This I eagily find in hereditary
family influences, v.aich, as early
as 1774, were being lodged in the
frontier families of Virginia by the
bad faith shown to them by King
George III of England. This King
had promised lands in the Ohio
Valley to Virginia volunteers
aguinst the French in Canada and
their Indian allies, Service was
rendered under this promise. The
French and their allies were beaten,
and the Virginia and Pennsylvania
frontiersmen were locating homes
in the head of the Ohio Valley.
Earl Dunmore, the King’s appoint-
ed Governor of Virginia, and his
uppointed deputy, Dr. John Con-
nelly, were both busy locating
lands in the Ohio from Pittsburg.
When change of poliey was pro-
nounced from Quebee, the Ohio
Valley was set apart as a province
for the Natives. White subjects of
His Majesty were ordered to keep
out of that country, and those who
had taken lands were ordered to
leave them. The French traders
and their former allies were made
special pets under this change of
policy and act of bad faith. The
war of races on the frontiers of
Virginia and Pennsylvania were
renewed by aid of arme furnished
the Nutives by French traders from
Detroit. Governor Dunmore called
out 3,000 troops in two divisions,
one half to be under his personal
command; the othér half, drawn
from the extreme Virginia frontier
settlers—the eastern slope of the
Blue Ridge—met at the site of the
present Lewisburg, whence, under
General Andrew Lewis, they cut
their way through the woods to the
point of junction of the Kenawa
and Ohio, where, by plan of cam-
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paign, Governor Dunmore would
meet them and together they would
march upon and destroy the Native
towns of the Ohio. Governor Dun-
more failed to keep his appoint-
ment, and Genéral Lewis received
un order to join him at one of the
strongest Native towns just as
Cornstalk at the head of a chosen
force of chiefs and warriors was
discovered near in equal numbers
to his commund, He had just
time to order his plan of battle,
when he was attacked, and the
battle of Pleasant Point was fought
with great loss on both sides, but
with greatest proportionate loss of
Lewis' officers as compared with
the Indian chiefs who fell. But
the Indians were so thoroughly
cowed that they wilthdrew; and
Cornstalk, himself unconquered,
unable to animats them to further
resistance (o the “long-knives,” as
the Virginiafrontiersmen were then
called by the Indians, was com-
pelled to eign a treaty much the
same as Chief John of the Rogue
River’s signed in the Spring of

secretary of the Ohio Historical
Society.
J. M,

-———

Clarence and Roy Bishop, sons
of Mayor and Mrs. C. P. Bishop,
of Salem, were graduated with
honors last Friday from the Phila-
delphia Textile School. The Bishop
boys are well known in Western
Oregon, where they were for years
leaders in intercollegiate athletic
gporte. They have been attending
the textile school two years for the
|merGe of fitting themselves for
work in woolen manufacturing.
Roy will return to Salem, where
he will take a position as assistant
gaperintendentin theSalem Woolen
Mills. Clarence has a position in
a New England manufactory where
fancy cassimere goods are made,
Chauncey Bishop has also been
attending the same gchool, but took
gpecial work, and has not been
graduated. In a recent inter-
colleginte field meet in Peon-
sylvania, Clarence and Chauncey
Bishop saved the day for their
school and were each presented
with a gold watch in appreciation
of their achievement,
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DALLAS AIDS SUFFERERS

Appeal for Help Meets Quick and
Liberal Response,
Wednesday afternoon Mayor
Hayter received the following tele:
gram from the Mayor of Heppner:
“Heppuer, Or. Mayor J. C.
Hayter, Dallas, Or.: Situation ap-
pulling. No help needed at present
but money, and that badly.
“FRANK GILLIAM, Mayor.”

In response Lo thisurgent appeal,
Mayor Hayter immediately ap-
pointed a commitlee consisting of
Postmaster C. . Coad and County
Clerk U. 8. Loughary to collect
funds from the citizens of Dallas
for the relief of sufferers in the
flooded district. The committee
met a hearty response to the hasty
canvass of the leading business
houses and charitable citizens, and
in less than two hours raised $121,
which was at once forwarded to
or Gillinm.

Ma
hose contributing were:
J O

Agony

Of Apprehension of
Sudden Death.

Twenty Years of
Heart Disease.
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Mudes' Heart Cure and upammd_:fnw
immediate reliefl from my formef disagree-
abile symptoms. I beleve that my cure is
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the Heart Care 5 remedy
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NEW BUSINESS FIRM

D. L. Keyt, of Perrydale, Buys One~
Half Interest in Brown & Elis"
General Merchandise Store.

An important deal was consummated
Friday alternoon whereby Hon. D. L,
Keyt, one of Pollk county's prominent
merchants, mill-owpers and capital
ists, becomes prominently identified
with Dallas business circles, Mr, Keyt
purchased the interest of the Brown
estate in the large general merchan-
dise store of Brown & Ellis, and will
take possession of the same at ounce,
the new firm to be known as Ellis &
Keyt.

Mr. Keyt has for many years been
the leading merchant of Northern
Polk, his stove at Perrydale ranking

: . RARYIIT v v e by Ao $6.00 (among the best country stores in Ope.
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But now appears & tingo of Hghy
Across thie east, fleat fnlnt, then bright;
An broak of dny deaws ever nigh,

The darkneas fndes (rom eaktern sky,
Along the erestn of mpuntadn bive
The outlines vlowly eome o view;
Now soon appodrs s streik of rod,
Another ono dioth wider sgpread,

The lordiy sun ut lougih does rise,
INumining the ensteen sklos;

The beatt’ ring clovds sway be driyes
For tow e lord of day nerlves!
That Ligodd anthem, bear 48, back!
The song of merry, hlithesome lurk!
“Joy to thi world,” he seemi 40 say,
“Moke rendy for the lord pf day ™

CAwWRke, ye moctuls, night in past:
Another day hans dawned nt Inst!
The sun shifnes bright on every hand,
Now clottied with Hght Is our fadr land |
Now to your tofls agaln repale
With ligsrts ig Hght an morning nir,
Awale! and Jive, and toll, sud pray,
For God kath given another day!”
-— - .
Miss Eva Fletcher, of Lalayette, is
a guest at the home of Mr, aud Mrs,
D. M. Metegeor,
The Ladles' Lowis and Clark Club
will meet at Mrs, H, B. Cosper's, next
Tuesday afternoon, at3 o’clock,

Migs DellaBtewart, a former student
of Lafayetts Seminary, ls atténdiog
the Dallas College commencement ex-
ercises this week.

Dallas Camp, Ko, 200, W, O. W,
held beautiful and  impressive
memorial exorcises at the ocsmetery
last Bunday afternoon: A large evowd
of people was present,

You Ku;ow What You Are Taking

When you lake Crove's Tasteless Chill
Tonle becauss the formuls Is plainly
printed on every bottle, showing that
it 1= slmply Iron and Quinine In a taste-

A Serious Mistake.

Witch Hazel Salve that heals with-
out leaving a sear. Il is a serioul
TR

Witt's Witch Hazel Salve cures
blind, bleeding, iching and pri

truding piles, burns, bruises, eczer
and all skin diseases,
Belt & Cherrington,

Excursion RM'T:YW'H?.
On June 1, the Southern Pacific

Company will resome sale of Bx-

cursion fickets to Newport and
Yaqiuinn Buy. Thli: resort s be-
coming more popular every year,
und hotel accommodat Ww e
better than ever before, and at
reasonable rates. Season tickels
from Derry to Newport $4.50; to
Yaquina :tm-'-suurdug-{ -Mon-
duy tivkels to Biew_.lmﬁ #2.65.

All ladies snd children who
;aol. ii&and the shocking strain
axative syraps, cathartics,
E‘“M 0t P& .

sy it} . Howe!
ton, Tex., suys nothing bett
be used for eonstipation, sick
ache, ete. Bob Moore, Lalayeite,
Ind, says ull others ilplt :
sicken, while DeWitt’s Little Early
Risers da their work well and easy.
Sold by Belt & Cherrington,

The Benefit of Change.

We nre like house plants: We
need a change of soil now and then
—1lo be replantvd. New scenes,
new experiences, new surroundings,
a change of climate, dry air instea
of moisture, sunshine in place of
cloud, This is sometimea essential
to health. ‘There are conditions
near at linnd that are better than
Kurope an offer. Take a month
or two in Californie. Plant your-
gell for o time where there are no
irritations, where the hotel is be-
yond eriticism, the landscape pleas-
ing, and where warm sunny
weather invites to walksund drives.
Pure and dry eir, and the inereased
electric influences of suushine are
vastly helpfol,

You can make this tvip at very
little expense, and enjoy a ride

ountaing, which, at thie time of
the year with their snow-covered
peaks, are unsurpassed for their
grandeur,

For complete information regard-
ing rates, points of interest,” and
delightful botels in “Oaliforvia,

ndddress :
W. E. COMAN,

G.iP. Agti/B. P Co,,
Portland, Oregon,
Played Out.
DYSPEPEIA CAN BE CURED BY using
Acker's Dyspepsia Toblets, One litile

Tabléet will glve hmmaodiate rollet or muney

refunded,  Sold in handsome tin boxcs
at 2 oents. Buoit & Charringlon, Dallas,
Oregon.

Dull Headache, Palns in various parts
of the body Sinking at the Pit of the
Btomach, Lows of Appetite, Feverishnezs,
Plmples or SBores are all positive evidences
at jmpure blood. No matter how It be-
camo a0, (¢ must be purified in order to
obtatn good health. Acker's Blood Elixlr

Syphilitlc polaons or apy other blood
dleenges. It |8 cortolnly &k wondertul
remady und we soll every bottle on a posl-

Ins, Oregon,

EXPERIENCE I8 THE BEST teacher.
Uge Acker's Engillyh Remedy In  any
cnse of coughs, cold or oroup, Bhould it
tall to give Immediate rellel money re-
fuaded ﬁﬁ:.tndﬂm Beit & Cher-
rington, Dallus, Oregon.

ACKER'S DYSPEPSIA TABLETS are
wold on @ pounitive guaraniee. Curves heart-
itk S otin ot dvnpaptts, | e
snting or any m ; \
little tablet glves Imm:h rollef. 8

Nervous and Tlenst Disenses
. Miles Medical Cav Elkhart, ind.

less form. No Cure, No Pay. b0c.

Bating Dron ;-

810K r'!ganacme h:mq.!;nmt-'!ﬂ X
pormanently curad nE Mok! Tes.
:.glmi herb drink cﬁqm |
work and bappy. !
or monoy back 30 ote and B otw. e
& Cherringtomn, 3 o

E. C. DeWitt & Co. is the name .
of the ﬁrm 'hﬂ mlkrl.lm Sine

Sold by

M’ |.||‘=-I N

I 1 g

over Lhe scenic Biskiyou and Shasta -

has never fallied to cure Berofulous or -

tve guarnnlee. Bell & Cherrington, Bal-

b~




