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WHY FARMERS PAY HIGH
INTEREST,

In the current lgsue of Farm and
Flreside, the natlopal farm paper,
published at Springfield, Ohlo, Jud-
son C. Welliver, the Washlngton cor-
respondent of that publication, writes
an interesting article in which he
shows how farmers have to pay high
rates of Interest in this country be-
eause they have no system of col
lective credits, such as have hean de
veloped for the benefit of farmers in
certain forelgn countries. The sub
stitutiop of community eradit for In
dividual credit is what always re
duces cost of Interest. Citles borrow
their monay at lower rates of Inter
est than Indlviduals because they act
as a community, Following Is an ex-
tract from Mr, Welliver's article
showing the rates of Interest farm-
ers pay in this country at the pre-
sent time:

“Recently the department of agrl-
culture Investigaled Interest rates
pald by farmers all over the coun-
try. It was found, through state-
ments made by gseveral thonusand
banks In answer to questions that
on all loans to farmers, secured and
unsecured, the average rates run
from a trifle under silx per cent, In
most of New Fngland, New York,
Pennsylvanin and New Jersey, up to
10,67 per cent. In Oklahoma, 10.57
in New Mexlco, 10,15 per cent. In
Arizona, 10.13 In Montana, 10.70 In
North Dakota, 9,07 In Texas, 0.48 In
South Dakota, 9.98 In Georgla, 8.90
In Florida, 6.23 In Ohlo, 4.67 In In
diana, 6.81 In Ilinols, 6.88 in Michi
gan, 6.24 In Wjsconsgin, 7.03 In Min-
nesota, 7.21 In lowa, 7.28 In Mis-
sour!, 6.86 in Kentucky, B8.28 In
Tennessee, 8.26 In Misslssippi, 8.33
In Lonisiana, 9.67 In Arkansas, 9.837
in Wyoming, 9.24 In Colorado, 8.61
In Utah, 9,08 In Nevada, 0.92 In|
Idaho, 9.09 in Washington, 8.82 1
Oregon and 7.44 In Callfornia,

“"Broadly, banks
thelr Interest rate with reference to
the average balance the borrower
may be expected to carry In the bank.
A buginess man borrows $10,000 for
ninety days,
that man Justifies ths bank In ex-
pecting that his dally balances
throughout that ninety-day perlod
will average $5,000; therefore It

accommodate

Its experlence with

shades the rate of Interest to him

'levy of nine mills was reasonable, the states of Arlzona, Caliturnla.}

lsnd a levy of the same kind this
|year would have safeguarded the
‘clu"s credit, glving ample cash to
‘ma'. all expenses and to take care
!or certain obligations that have al-
ready been created. If it had
brought more than enough cash into
the clty treasury, the surplus would
peither have been thrown away or
wasted. Thera Iz also much uncer-
tainty concerning the amount of rev-
that will come from the sal-
{oous, and with more of the dls
pengers of lquor In town than the

enue

business seems to justify, some may
| fall to produce ths expected $1,200
Furthermore, i seems a bit unfalr
l'lo force the new administration to
{depend so much upon the saloon for
cash for the everyday expenses of
the city, It Is running munleipal
| finances on too narrow a margin, and
| as there may still be time to have
| the levy [ncreased, It would seem the
part of wisdom to make It a trifle
more adequate., It would at least
remove a potent caunse for criticlsm.

REJUVENATING THE G. 0., P.

One of the things that has brought!
wost of discord into the ranks of the
republican party has been the over-

representation of southern states lo
the natlonal conventions, Stales
with but few republican voters have
had a dominant voice in formblating
the policles of the party and In pam-
ing its standard bearers, and it was
this alone that was the cause of the
breaking up of the party last year.
A handful of politiclans from south-
ern states that never send a vole to
the electoral college have named the
nomines and have dictated the prin-
¢iples of the organization. It was
the worst form of ring politics ma-|
nipulated by carpet-bagging office-
holders. The party sulfered through
the methods, and defeat last election
was o natural result. If the defeat
Is to be the cause of a reorganization
upon better lines, with conventlons
in which the states are each given
proper representation, and in which
honest majorities are to control,
then the defeat becomes a viclory.

The mesting of the natlonal coms
mities Indicates that plans for the
reformation of the party are to carry
the day, and that agaln both wings
of the party ean come under the one
standard, DBosslsm I8 to be elimin-
ated, and delegateg from north or
south, east or west, are to ba glven
shaping the des-
Without thils
the republican party as a polent or-
live Rebullt
along these lines, there |8 no reason

an equal volce In

tinfes of the party.

ganization eannot

why it cannot be reunited and be-

come both progressive angd repub-

livan at the same time,

THE ENLARGED HOMESTEAD

But a farmer borrowing money
llkely to take the entire amount
awnay In his wallet, and to maintain
a mighty unnlmportant balance dur-|

ing the perlod the loan has to run; |
then he will sell n bunch of hogs
cattle, or a bin of wheat, and with
the proceeds pay the loan. Becausa
of sueh conditions, the farmer must
of necespity pay higher rates for his

monay, because. 1t- might he sald,

I]‘hn

us It

d20-aere homestead law, or,

is often called, the enlarged-

homestead law, has made possible

the entry of many milllon acres of

dry land In the western states in

tracts doubls the size allowed under

the originnl homestead law, Only

and which has been “'designated”

)y the secretary of the interior as

non-irrigable” can be entered under

this act, More than 200,000,000
he uses It harder.” acres have beon thus designated, but
titlons and sworn sintements re-
THE CITY TAX LEVY questing further designations are
Ihe city adwinlstration |8 meet-| constantly being recelved
ing with more or less coriticism in an Intorview Jjust given out,
from the publle because of the low Sccretary Lane calls atténtion to the
tux levy made for the general ex- t that there appears to be conusld-
penses of the coming year It 18 erubly misunds and i ot
charged that the levy was based on western homesteaders as to the pro
political conslderations, the purpose’ cedure ns t ler that et
being to put the 1914 admiplstration | larged homestong natlons may
at n disadvantage by a shortage of be mads e secretary states that
funds Figures are quoted by the o i ost dires
present colty  officlals, however, to action th ' juired, and
ghow that the 6% mill levy for cur- A wi essary for hir
rant expenses will sufMce, and It 15 ¢ ! ¢ now made by
Hkely that [t will be suffclent with atu W ¥ Uy FImin
the strictest economy, provided all 01 it [ np 1 &t
the anticlpated revenueg are reals | ey N1
fzed. DBut a long chance s taken \ il )
when too much hope !s based on this briel siats
renllzation, for the cityr tms never relitive to the enlareed-hoimestead
yet been able to make o clean bal- law ls timaly,
ance of Its credits, and the coming firet enlarged-homestead
year will probably not break the re- was aproved February 195, 18068, and
ecord In this respeet. Last year's as later amended provides that U

Colorado, ldaho, Montane, Nevada,

New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon,|

Utah, Washingion and Wyoming any
person who is qualified to make en-

try under the homestead laws may |

enter as much as 320 acres of public
land whith Is In a reasonably com-
pact body and s non-mineral, noo-
irrigable, unreserved, and
chantable tlmber.
try can beé made, however, Lhe land

must be designated by the secretary |
of the Interior as not being, in his|
opinion, susceptible of successful Ir-|
rigation at & reasonable cost [rom |
any known source of water supply.

No definite form of petition I8 re-|

quired, but each application should
bo limited as far as possible to the
gpecific tract desired for entry and
should contain a description, by sec-
tion, township, and range, of the ap-
plicant's orlginal homestead entry
and the date of this entry, as well as
a description, rlso by legal subdivi-
glons, of the land desired for addi-
Information as to the
the

tional entry.
possiblility of Irrigating

include the distanca and direction of
the nearest stream of existing or pro-
posed irrigation canal, the elevation
of the lowest point of the land above
such source of water supply, the
depth at which water can be reached
by wellg sunk on the land, and all
avallable informatlon concerning at-
tempts to obtain water by this meth-
od, The general character of the
land, both of the homesteader's orig-
inal entry (if he has made one) and
of the land desired for additional en-
try should also be described, to ald
the survey in reaching a declslon as
to its nonlrrigabllity.

VOTING THE ROAD BONDS.

The people of Grants Pass and of |

Jogephine county have never been so
awake to the question of taxation a
at the present momaent. Severa
phases of the tax problem &re now
before them for solution, and that
they are being studiedq by the in
dividual cltizen means that they wil
be settled Intelligently.

On the 318t of the month the elee
tors will determine by the ballot
whether or not they want the county
bonded for $225,000 for the fundin
of the present road Indabtedness anc
for the construction of better high
ways throughout the county. Ther
Is at the present time a warr.nt In

$125,00
Thess war-

debtedness of about
againat the road fund.

rants bear Interest at the rate of six
per cent., and the bonds will bear a
rate of but five. Here wlill be a di
rect saving to the taxpayer Irom th
interest {tem, as well asg placing th
business

indabtedness on & mora

like bagle. The Lalance of the fun
will

ment of

go to the immediate develop

a permanent highway sys

tem, and while It will not at one
put all the ronds on a permanen
basis, It will go improve all of then
that the work can be carried forwarc
with svalem and with lasting results
It will take care of the prioncipa
roads, the ones over which there |
tha greatest haul, especially of th
Pacific Highway and the road through
the Applegate and the Illinols vallevs
The fund

geems to be wost wisely npportioned

to the Callfornin line

throughout all the various districts

The Immediate result of tha fav-

oruble vote upon the bond issue will

be to reduce taxes rather than to

st them and to 1‘5l"'~.'i" cash

fromn teide y be spent It
fosaphina n i of dir
repaymer t ! in twont f

n L AN n i

le r t than are now

botter highways will aid

making the county richer and

ore 18 d therefore will in

ite pay for themselves.

SIDVER MEDAL FOR HERO

Washington, Dee. 17.—A

gilvar

tn TIL:.-‘
steamer Ceneral
MoeDowell By Secretary of the Treas-

Von Dulm saved a
1 drowning in ®an Fran-

1sco bay September 10 last

unappro- |
priated and does not contaln mer- |
Before such en-|

BURBANK'S METHODS

kditor Courler:—
Hecently 1 Wwas
Robert John, secretary of the Luther
Burbank Society of Santa Rosa, Call-
fornia, to become a member of the
| soclety, aud | was so favorably lm-
pressed with the purposes of the so-
ejety apd the list sent me of the life
| members that 1 accepted.
The purpose of the Burbank gso-
spread the Burbank
“so that every man in

clety I8 (o

achievements

the measure of his ability may be

his own Burbank.”

In a leiter to mwe dated the 13th
ipst. the secretary says,
bank s no longer engaged In plant
growing commercially, but {8 devot-
ing his entire time to his creative
work; since neither Mr. Burbank
por the soclety has anything to sell,
as the soclety progresses it is Intend-
ed to complle & list of his creations
best suited to particular solls and
climates and to verify the reliability
of the nurgerymen to whom the pub-
e may be referred. When at hand
this Information will be sent to you."
| A few of the life members are as
(follows, to-wit: Luther Burbank,
| honorary president; FPhoeba A.
| Hearst, Rollin D. Sallsbury, Champ
Clark, Helen M. Gould, James J. Hill,

;Henry E. Huntington, Hon, Wm.
Kent, and Franklin K. Lane.

The Immediate lnterest uppermost
in my mind just now {8 the testing
|'ot the thornless cactus. The spine-
ilesu cactus, Mr. Burbank says, has
{already shown its abllity to outdo
alfalfa five to one.

Mr. Burbank, graduating from his
teens on a Massachusetts' farm, the
account says, discovered a way to
have roasting ears from ten days to
two weeks ahead of his neighbors,
and the result was, says Mr. Bur-
bank, “I averaged fiflty cents a dozen
for my sweet corn in an eager mare
ket when my competitors found the
product two weeks laler a drug on
the market at ten cents a dozen.”
OFf the discovery, Mr. Burbank says:
“Before my nelghbors or 1 could be-
gin plowing | obtalned fresh stable
manure, which I mixed with leaf
mould from the woods about half and
half, While this mixtiure was molst
and hot 1 placed the seed corn in it,
mixing the whole mass together
| Hghtly, Thus I allowed it to stand
| until the seed had thrown out roots
| renging from two to slx, or even
|elght, inches in length; while the
{tops had mage a growth of about
one and a half Inches. As soon as
[possible the land was prepared to
| recelve the sprouted corn by making
drills four feet apart. Along these
drills this corn wag dropped liberally,
no attention being pald as to whether
it was right slde up or not. I then
|covered it about one-half Inch deep.

It unusual to find the
Imrn up and growing the next morn-
ing, Some would show a very strong
| growth and some a weak growth;
;llw wenker I would pull out after a
lr-w\- days, leaving the stronger ones
about twelva elghtean Inches

apart.”

[t was the success of this first ex-
periment which turned the inventive
genins of Luther Burbank into the
channe! of plant breeding.

W. J. WIMER.

wig nothing

to

SACRIFICE OF WIDOWS
CONDEMNED IN INDIA

Calcutta, Dee, 17,—The high court
of Allahabag has emphasized {18 con-

lemupation of the practice of ‘sut-
tee'—the burning of a widow on her
husband’s funeral pyre—by Increas-
ng the sentenced of two of the rela-

tives

of a woman who thus recently

gacrificed hersell, She was the widow

of i cord-

wenlthy Brabhman and, a

ing 1o the ancient rite, which bas

heet preseril

ment fnce 1

rnt alivea

ed by the Indlan govern-
820, cnuged herself to be

on his pyre in the pre-
village, her rela-
the

were arrested on

gence of the whole

tives nssisting at ceremonies.

Five of the latter

the charge of “abetting sulelde™ and
were sentenced to Imprisonment by
the trial court In thelr appeal to
high court they failed to sub-
tantiate the defensze that the fire wis
rited by gupernatural means, the
flames descending from Heaven, and
the appeal wnus promptly dismissed
ind the inereased sentence Impoued
Get the hoy one of those eurved

§ 1le aipped-hub bove' wazona nt
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Mr. and Mrs. Everymans-

' What, is so nice as a beautiful home
brightly lighted for the Christmas celebra-
'tion! Then it is a Merry Christmas in a merry

land | .. < , ;
0% Frank A. Vanderlip, John Wane- hougse, Come to us and make your house complete
ghould also be furnished and -"hm”dlmake:', John Muir, Jobn R _.\I(_.Lean'1

for the holidays. We haveall sorts of unique
larticles of furniture that will be splen-
did for x’Mas presents. You can f'ind no

fault with our prices.

| What makes a better X’Mas present than
'a, Brass Bed? We have them in the Satin Finish
'priced from $15.50 to $22.00.,

All sorts of Rugs. A new lot just arrived,

come and see thems all prices from $2.25 to $356.

 McFarland Furniture Store

I Bankrupt
Sock

MUST BE SOLD

THE ENTIRE STOCK OF H. P. TRACY,
JEWELER, AT 203 SOUTH SIXTH ST,
CITY OF GRANTS PASS, OREGON

will be sold at a

Great Sacrifice

The prices offered at this sale WILL
ASTONISH YOU. Goods will go at cost,
for they must be sold. Everything in the
way of diamonds, rubies, rings of all kinds,
silverware, watches, clocks, and everything
found in an up-to-date jewelry store.

Beginning December 17th.
Come early and get your choice of these
superior articles at this

Great Bankrupt Sale !

By Order of the Court,

C. A Sidler

Referee.

Millinery Specials

\ LARGE ASSORTMENT OF THE
LATEST CREATIONS

IN lf.\l'll’.‘i' HATS, ALSO EVERYTHING IN .\lll.,l;l_\‘lﬁll;' GOODS
AT SPECIAL PRICES FROM DECEMBER 10 TO DECEMBER 24.

Houck & Clay

306 SOUTH SIXTH STREET




