FACTS ABOUT THE TARIFF.
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A ¥Few Onestlons Anawarnd,

Question No. 2. Who pays the tarlT? £ e
tari atux?

it dependsupon the kind of tariff. If
a revenue or Iree trade tarili, such as
the formor duty on sugar or tin plate,
we pay it all; it a protective tarili, we
iy pay a part of the duty at iirst, but
eventualiy the foreigner pays nearly if
not quite ail of it on goods actually im-
ported. If we prefer to buy Enghsh
roods, however, even though the Amer-
ican goods are better and eheaper, then,
of course we ay the duty.

Ask the Canadian farmer who pays
the American dawy.  Ask the Shefiield
manuficturer, the Chemnitz workmen,
e peart button makers of Vienna,
the tin-plate makers of Wales, the for-
eizn mannficturers of gilk and linen
aud cutlery, and scoresof otherarticles.
They will" ail admit that they pay the
duty if they put the goods on our mir-
iet, flere i8 an admission from the
New York Times of February 2, 1891,
We produce it as good' {ree-trade testi-
mony indorsing our own essertions:

A statement issued by the Departinent of
Apvienlture, giving the exports to the
U nited States from Canada for the year

1500, shows that the Dominion exported
SHLZIL0E worth of agricultural products

1o the United Stades last year. ‘The aver-
An¢ e of duty colleeted by the United
sUies customs upon agricnltural products
is ithout 20 per eent., and 1vis easy 10 prove
from the speeches of Sir Jolin Macdonald
and other Conservative leaders that the
dutics imposcd by the Amerieans upon
Canadian products exported to the United
States come out of the pockets of the
Canadis  tarmers. Hence we find that
during the fiscal year 1500 no less than
$2,245,800—that 18 20 per cent. of S11.219,043
—went iuto the \ashington treasury,
which would have gone into the pockets of
Canadian tarmers it the Dominion cnjoyved
unrestricted reciprocity.

It reems useless to pursue the matter
further. In the face of the many arti-
cles selling for lese than the duty, the
free trader still cries, *“The tarift is a
tax.” ls the tarifl on wire nails a tax,
selling at 51,90 a keg, whilo the duty is
$27 I8 the tariif on u yvard of calico a
tux, selling at 4} cents, while the duty is
o cents? Is the tarift on a vard of
cloth a tax, selling at 75 cents, while the
duty is 87} cents?

Question No. 8. How do you reconcile pro-
tection  with reciproelty? * If° reciprocity s
kood for & few countries, why not tor a1l ?

Protection levies duties on  articles
which we produce at home, in order to
{)rusur\'c American industrics and the
ligher wages of American working-
men, It also removes duties from all
articles which we do not ourselves pro-
duce, because the duty on them is an
unnecessary and burdensome tax to the
congumer.

Reciprocity removes the duty from
articles which we donot produce, and
Mt the same time gets concessions fromn
foreizn countries by which they remove
or lower their import duties on our
products exported to them,

Protection guards the products of our
Inbor at home.

Reciprocity opens to the products of
our lubor a market abroad.

One is the handiaiden of the other.,

Question Nowo 4, The Hon, Wi M. Springer,
chulimun of the ways aud means cownitiee,
mnkes the foliowing staiements in the Febr-
#ry North American Keview, Pliase expluin
Lhem:

*“The imports of wool fcr the ten
months ending October 50, 1890 (the
MeRinley bill took effect Ociober 6,
1580), amounted to 85,000,000 pounds,
wlile the imports for tae ten months
ending October 30, 1801—the ten months
noxt after the pussace ol the bill—were
over 119,000,000 pounds, an increase of
over 30 per centum.
© “Ior the ten months ending October
80, 1890, the imports of woolen goods
were valued at over $49,000,000, wihile
thoge for the ten months ending Octo-
ber 30, 1891, were valued at only $2.-
000,000, & decrease of over 4l per cent-
um. It also appeass thav the price of
wool has averaged tfrom 2 to & cents a

ound leks since the paseage ot the M-

sinley bill than it was when the bill

4ig true thal during the last calendar
edr our imports of ruw wools ot all
iinds were greater than in 180 by 50,-
036,809 pounds, about the rate of in-
crease given by Mr. Springer. This is
the fact that geems to puzzle our corre-
spondent. It ought not to.

The United States consumes annually
about 600,000,000 pounds of raw wool.
We grow about one-half of this quan-
tity, or 300,000,000 pounds, and iniport
u}i the rest. Some of it, about 100,000,-
O ponnds, we have been in the habit
ol importing in an unmanulactured |
form, and of importing the rest in ol
manufaciured torm as woolen poods.
The framers of the McKialey law saw
that the great evil they Lad to remedy
was the importation of woo'cns, whicn
not only digplace Americin wool just as
really a8 do iciportation of raw wool,
bnt alko the labor which should receive
¢mployment makiog the imported ar-
tiie here. “If we do not zrow wool
erounzl or our nin use,'” they said,
“then let us import the raw wool in-
stead of the finished produci, and go
give work to our own peop.o iusteud of
te foreigners.”

The reeult has been abont as was ox-
pected. During the year cnding De-
cember U1, 15841, our ilmports of wanu-
facturcs of wool were about $20,000,000
less tlian they were the year before.
Here was an increase  of - 60,000,000
poundsin the demand of this country
jor raw wool to make similur yoods in
this country. Muanufacturers necossuri-
1y went abroad for part of theirsupply,
for oub’awn wool growers did not pro-
duce enough last year to supply it.
The good eél‘ect of the tarifl' in shield-
img: our Aikmers from this world-wide
all itﬁa’s appears in the fact !hn't
rom-Jangary 4, 1830, to February G,
1892, wool'fell in the London market 1)
per cent. on an average, and only 4 1-
per cent. in this country between the
game dutes. It would be equivalent to
a fall of 6} cents on a pound of
wool, worth 23 cents, a4 acainst 1 cent
on wool of the sume price in this coun-
try—not 2 to 3 cents, as Mr, Springer
says.

Farm Morigages,

There are few, if any, public (questions
that huve received as much attention,
and been the subject of so much dizculu-

he newspapers and by poli-
:iigl:nilnuttk?e farm 'i’:ﬁebtedneu ’bl‘pthe
Western states.

There has been a studious and per-
sistent effort to crrate an impression
that the farm indebteduess is peculiar;
that farm property not only wns bur-

debtedness was an evider:.ce of distress,
and farm indebtedness was more op-
preeeive and disastrous than the indebt-
edness of other cl
indicated failure. |
ments or assertions, oft repeated 'as
they have been, are sustained by tho
facts.

Men who live in towns and in cities
borrow money to buy homes, to build
houses, to transact business.

Manufucturers and merchants borrow
large amounts and mortoage their
homes, their factories, their stores, and
their stocks, and, in a large majority of
cases, their securities, be they mort-
gages on real estate or personal proper-
1y, are evidences of business transac-
tions which are expected to and do
realize cains to the borrower us well as
interest to the lenders.  UndonStedly
fnrmers, as well as men of other avoeci-
tions, sumctimes borrow injudicionsly,
and mortgages on the farm, home, facts
orv or stock becomes a burden,

The furmer is not less shrewd, indus-
trious, economical and eareful than the
men o othier avocutions, and, #5 a rule,
is less in debt, has a better home, and is
more suceessful than the averaze husi-
ness  man, There are less failures
inong lurers than among any other
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8 of citizens, and

it appears from the report of the
comptroller of the currency that in one
day alone the loans by forty-seven
banks in New York City on reul estato
and other securities amounted to $207,-
110,551, In Chicagoin one day twenty-
one banks loaned $87,565,807. Nine
banks louned in St Louis in one day
$27,864,107, and 7,677 banks in the citics
uand towns September 25, 1891, loaned
out $1,050.5354,240, This doesnotinclude
half of the banks or the immense sums
loaned by individuals. Let it be noted
these loans were the transactions of hut
one day.

The loans on real estate and other se-
curities made by 4,959 state savings, pri-
vate banks, and loan and trust compa-
nies during the last fiscal year amount-
ed to $2,060,107,667.

Furthermore, in the states where
there is apparently a large farm in-
debtedness there is likewise a large in-
debtedness in other real estate, such
as city and town lots. In a recent re-
port from the Census Otlice on this sul-
ject of farm, homes and mortgages it ap-
pears that in the state of Towa, of a total
real cstate indebtedness of $199,774,171,
the mortgages onacces were $144,457, 144,
and 350,317,027 was on lots in towns and
cities, In Kansas $174,720,071 was on
acre property and $68
town lots. In Illinois :
on acre property and $219,
lots. It 18 a fact that the older the
communities the greater are the debts
in towns and cities as compared with
theindebtedness on farm property. The
Chicago debt alone was $191,000,000, or
$16,000,000 more than the ontire farm
indebtedness of Kangas, or $41,000,000
more than the farm indebtedness of
lowa. .

I'rom this same bulletin issued by the
Censur Ofliceitappears thatabout 70 per
cent. of the money borrowed on farm
nmortgages 1n Kansas was for the pur-
chiase ot real estate and improvements,
nearly 6 per cent. for business, and only
about 2% per cont. farm and family en-
penses, the balance to purchase live
gtock and other persoual property. In
Iowa the percentage of mortgages riven
for purchase of real cstate and im-
provements was about 87 per cent. of
the farm indebtedness. In Illinois the
percentage of indebtedness used in the
nurchase of real estate and in improve-
ment was about 80. It will be seen that
@ very large portion of the indebted-
ness represents thrift and not distress,
the acquisition of more property and
better conditions by improvements, new
1aachinery and more live stock.

I'rom the annual circularof R. G. Dun
& Co., of the failures of the United
States for the calendar vear 1891, we
learn that the number of failures in
business in Massachusetts was 764, and
the amount of linbilities was $§13,575,921,
In Kunsas the number of failures was
270 and liabiiities were $5,625331. In
Penngrylvania, 1,383 and liabilities, $25,-
447,087, In Illinoig, 531 and liabilities
$6,504,814.  In Connecticut, number of
failures 185 and L-bilities $2,719,020. In
Towi, number of failures 155 and liabil-
ities 51,267,704, 1t will be remembered
that Pennsylvana, Massachusetts, and
Connecticut are great manufacturing
states, are much older, their business
methods more settled, and they have |
accunmuiated more wealth by the sav- |
ings of over 100 years. They were not |
disiressed by loss of crops, and vetin
1those three manufacturing states the
failures in 1891 amounted to 2,240 and |
the liabiiities were of the large amount
of $12,040,528, while the number of fail-
ures in the three ugricultural states of
Illinois, Towa and Kansas was 991, and
the liabilities amounted to $13,196,849.
There were 1,249 inore faiiures and $28,-
823,674 more liabilities in the three man-
ufncturing states than in the three agri-
cultural states.

I'urthermore, it appears from the an-
nual report ot the commissioner of lu-
bor statistics of the state of Connecti-
cut thav the per cent. of prolit realized
on capital invested in several leading
manufacturing enterpriges during 1890
was as follows: Cotton 6.14; woolens,
7.07; leather goods, 6.28; rubber goods,
3.42; clocks, 2.13; buttons, 7.49; general
hardwiire, S.10, or an average of not
quite 6 per cent. on the capitai invested
1n these seven industries.

The farmers ol the West would not be
contont, if from a capital of $10,000 in-
vested in farm and stock, they realized
bur S600, or $)) from $15,000, 31,200
from uan investment of $20.000, or $1,800
from an investment of 30,000, out of
which they must pay their family ex-
penses, and all other exponses, educa-
tion ot childraen, ete,, ny do owners, of
capital invested in the manufacturing
industries. This is one reason why
Jarce amonnts of money of the Eastern
states seek investment in the West, be-
cange the r. urns are larger than tfrom
investment in mannfacturivgindustries.

1t is necdiess to say that the careful,
dilizent farmer &nd stock raiser realizes
on the nverage o much larger per cent.
on his investment, as he justly should,
besides having his home and the sup-
port of his ‘amily. He has much more
of real content and comfort and less of
the anxieties. of life. It may not be
amiss here to give a few facts that indi-
cate the progress and prosperity of the
agricultural interests of the United
States. The value of the wheat crop is
given by the Agricultuftal Department
at $513,472.711; corn crop at $331,439,228;
oats at 232,312,267, These crops alone
weroe worth $1,582,224 2006, and the same
authority estimates the crops of these
cereals in 1801 as worth about $300,-
000,000 more than the crops of rame ce-
reals of 1890, The products of these ce-
realsin 180Lin 1llinois were worth about
$148,000,000; in Towa, $154,000,000; in
Kansas, $110,000,000. If all the prod-
ucts of the soil and live stock interest
were included, these values would be
more than doubled in each of these three
states or close to if not quite $1,000,000,-

' [
dened with mortgages, but that this in-

None of these state-

€0, Who can tri:thfnlfy gay the farm.
ers of the West are not now. enjoying
prosperity, and it is only & matter of u
short time when they can pay all in-
debtedness or borrow money, when
they wish at much lower rates than
heretofore. '

The Results of the Deslsions Touching the

McKinley Law,

Lot us look back a little. The Demo-
cratic victory of 1800 was won largely up-
on the assertion that the McKinley
tarififand the Dingley worsted bill were
unconstitutional.  Men professedly of
great knowledpe in the law, not in tho
chief importing cities only, but in other
parts of the country, including conspic-
uous members of the Scnate and Houge,
staked their reputation aslawvers ontho
assertion that these acts were not mere-
ly inexpedient, as they claimed, but
k»'lmnlv in violation of the constitution,

ot the supreme court of the United
States, Democratic and Republican jus-
tices azreeing, decides by a unanimous
vote that both these acts are constitu-
ticnal and valia.

Another great advantage which the
Democrats had in the elections of 1800
Jvas that the action of Congress on muny
inportant mmeasurcs was declared un-
constitutional  because the Speaker
counted members a8 present who were
prosent.  Who does not remember the
frantic outeries of Democrats at thut
time, how Speaker Reed was a tyrant,
usurper, czar, and how the one-man
despotism in the Houge must be re-
buked by the people? Because a Re-
vubiican majority took to itself the
nower to control legislation, and to
make effective the will of the people in
the previous congressional elections,
this infamous usurpation, it was gaid,
must be put down, or the liberties of
the people would be sacriticed. This
notion actually caught many thousand
innocent voters, who imagined that a
rule of the House must be quite out-
rageous because Democrats had never
adopted it. But now the United States
supreme court, Democratic and Repub-
lican justices agreeing, unanimously de-
cides that the action of Speaker Reed
was constitutional and of unquestiona-
ble validity.

So it was gaid that reciprocity was a
fraudulent and worthless trick; that
Congress had no power to intrust the
President with the responsibility of de-
ciding whether the conditions upon
which & legislative act depended had
been met. There were some people
who really considered it about the
worst and most revolutionary thing the
last Republican Congress had done.
But the United States supreme court
now decides that it was unquestionably
constitutional, and in that decision one
of the Democratic and'all the Repub-
lican justices concur.

These decisions come in good time to
help reasonable voters in the judgment
they have to form this year regarding
the two parties. They bhappen to ac-,
cord, moreover, with the exceedingly
emphatic decisions of the Democratic
judges in thoe state of New York regard-
ingthe stealing of seats in the legisla-
ture. They exhibit the Republican
f)urt,\' a8 acting carefully and scrupulous-

¥ within its constitutional powers, even
in the most diflicultemergencies, and
contending only for what is legal and
richt, They disciose algo the impudent,
lawiless and’ law-resisting gpirit of the
Democratic party in national s well as
state atfairs.—New York Lribiune.

It is worthy of note in connection
with these decisions to =ay that one eof
the greatest specelies made in the Nen-
ate on the reciprocity clause of the Mc-
Kinley acv was thatof Senator John C.
Spoouner, on September S, 1810. lle
took decided grounds in its favor, and
not only combated the theory of the
Democratic senators but that of Senator
ivarts, So a majority of the supreime
court has sustained Col. Spooner's argu-
ment on the constitutionality of the re-
ciproeity clause.

Pictures and Paragraphs,

wince the McKinley tariff passed, Hen-
ry Graham, a manutacturer of pearl but-
tons, Newark, N. J., hay invented a
process of decorating, in consequence of'
which the former price of $125 per gross

L BT P TR
for lurge decorated buttons has been re-

duced to $30 per gross

foran equally desirable domestic button.
What a tax the taviff has proved itself
in this case to be sure!

Do you know that the beet sugar in-
dustry now supplies more than one-half
the world’s sugar product? Well, it
does, and it is an industry that was cre-
ated and fostered solely by protective

| government bounties.

Germapg: ) on
tried the bonnty system with coNspiffg!
ous success. In 1871 she produced 186;3”
442 tons oi beet sugar. .

In 1890 her product, developed un=
der government protection, was 1,213,-
489 tons.

R O R R v (R N )

We pay to Germany $15,000,000 for
beet sugar annuslly that we ought to
pay to our own farmers. Yet the anti-
American free trade rnrty is clamorous
against the principle of government
protective bounties, by which some of
the greatestindustries of the world;have
been created.

Here is an item from the New York
Times.a fee trade paper: ‘‘Now the
econnfr i‘ unprecedentedly wealthy.
Its de{;t bas dwindled to an insigniti-
cant amount, and its creditorsare ready
to extend their lonns at 2 percent. We
have a currency every dollar of which
ia worth a dollar in gold. \We have all
the specie we want, and can get
all that we need. We are feeding
the world. We are powerMl, rich,
prosperous, practically out of debt.”
This is giving the free trade calamity
criers dead away, and no Republican
paper conld have done it better.

The cotion planters of the South, who
are just at present experiencing some
of the disasters of over-praduction,
should carefully weigh Mr. Gladstone’s
advice to the people o! the United
States, as expressed in his famous ar-
ticle on ‘‘Protection or Free Trade,” in
the North American Review, about
year ago. ‘“In America,” said Mr.
Gladstone, “you produce more ecloth
and more iron at high prices, instead of
more cereale and more cotton at low
prices.” What *‘more cerealsand more
cotton at low prices'” means we have
learned to our cost. But what does
England care? So long a8 she obtains
raw materials cheaply, it makes no dif-
ference to her whether the producer of
those raw materials starves or not.
And vet most of these very cotton
planters are free traders.

Wood Made Eatable.
Wood is used in making an eatable
and nutritious food by Dr. Krug, a Ger-
man physician, whose method consists
in tnnl!ormlng the cellulose into grape
an’ addingto thisabout 40 per
cent. of weal of wheat, oats or rye.
Phosphates and all bone elements may
also introduced. The wood-glucose
bread'is intended for cattle, to be used
i‘?ﬂ‘“ of oll-cake and siwnilar proparas
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HE BLUFFED THE DIRECTORS.

How u Bank Teller Secured a Ralsc In
His Salary.

The hotel bell-boy, who was recent-
1y sentenced to ten years in the peni-
tentiary for stealing $13,000 in a New.
York hotel, said that he had hidden
the money where no one could find

it, and where he could get it at the

end of his ten years’ term. >

If the money is not literally hid-
den or buried, but is invested safcly
where it will draw interest, the boy
may have about $20.000 when he, be-
comes i free man. This boy’s actions
reminds me of what a Western bank
teller did some time ago. He was
daily intrusted with large sums of
money. Although his position was
an important and responsible one, his
salary was only 1,000 a year.

One day he asked the directors to
increase his salary. They told him
a8 he was a single man they thought
he was getting all he needed, and as
much as the position was worth. Iis
influence with the customers of the
bank, they said, was not great enough
to justify an increase of salary.

Next morning the teller appeared
at the bank as usual, about thirvty
minutes before the opening hour. lie
sent for the directors and said:

“Gentlemen, as you know, these
arc panicky times, and an inability
on our ‘part: to meet a single call for
money would precipitate a panic.
There would be a run on the bank,
and the concern would be ruined,”

“Yes,”

“Well, there will be a run on this
bank to-day.”

“How do you know?”

“I know because I have arranged
matters so that there will be.”

“You?”

“Yes; yesterday yvou told me I was
not influential, and you declined to
raise my salary. 1 propose to demon-
strate to you to-day that I have in-
fluence to break this bank.” :

“How will you do it?” sarcastically
said the President.

“I have taken all the money out of
the safe and have hidden it where
you will never find it.”

“What?”

*There is neither money nor sceuri-
ties in the bank, and when the door
is opened in half an hour you may as
well shut it again at once.”

“Don’t you know, sir, that you will
be arrested, and that your offense
will send you to the State prison?”

“I have considered that. I know
the penalty, and I'm prepared to ac-
cept the punishment. 1 shall prob-
ably get ten years in the penitentiary:
cood behavior will reduee that by at
least o year. I shall likely have
light, clerical work to do, easicr work
than I do here, and 1 shall have no
cares nor harassing responsibilitios.
I shall have leisure and shall employ
itin study. At the end of nine years
I shall leave pzison in the prime of
life, the master of several modern
languages. and otherwise well educa-
ted, and I shall have your money as
a capital to begin life with it.  What
do you think of my plan?”

The directors stormed and swore
and begged, but the teller remained
flrm, and suggested that they send
for an officer to arrvest him.  After he
got them thoroughly alirmed, and
when they were almost on their knees
supplicating that he return the
money, he seemed to relent, and said:

“On one condition I shall return
the money. It inside of flve minutes
you give me a written contract agree-
ing to retain my services for flve
years and piay me a salary of 5,000 a
year, the money will be on the desk
by the time the door opens for busi-
ness.”

The agreement was handed to the
teller in about two minutes. He then
put on his oftice coat, went to the
safe, opened it, and took out the
money. He had merely pretended
that he had done what he could easil)
have done, and what almost any teller
of any country bank could do any
day. Of course such action is not to
be commended, but it certainly would
serve some bank directors jolly well
right if tneir ill-paid tellers would
give them at least a scare. Tt isa
shame to pay such small salaries to
men who have positions of trust and
responsibility, and it is a wonder that
there are as few defalcations as there
are.—Texas Siftings.

MORE DOGS THAN MEN.

A Glimpse at & Picturesque Out-of-the-
Way Village in Siberia.

Qur arrival at the village of Werch-
heimbakskoi was hailed by a salute
fired from a small cannon on the hill-
side, and the villagers crowded forth
to have a look at us, writes Julius M.
Price, the English artist, who is tak-
ing a trip up the Yenisei River in
Siberia. It was a picturesque spot,
and looked doubly so in the warm
sunshine, the Oriental-looking little
church, with its white walls and
green cupolas, standing out in brill-
funt relief against the blue sky. In
& short time the police ofticer arrived,
accompanied by his clerk and a couple
of Cossacks, and we thus received our
{irst visit from ofticial Russia.

The Russians, physically, are un-
doubtedly a fine set of men; nearly
all 1 have scen so far have been above
the average height. This ofticer
topped them all, for he must have
stood at least 6 feet 4 inches, and
with his tall astrakhan kepi and long
fur coat seemed a huge fellow, and a
very good-looking one to boot.

The village certainly was a great
improvement on any of the others we
had yet come to; the honses, even,
had some pretense to architecture,
and looked very pretty with their
quaint wooden porticoes. Dogs, as
usual, seemed more numerous than
inh#bitants, and had {t not been that
I knew how peaceful they are, except
among,themselves, it would have re-
quired some nerve to pass tnrough
them, for the row they made was
simply awful.

In the evening the| police officer

dined with us on board the Pheenix,
and a very pleasant fellow he seemed,
He told us that his jurisdiction ex-
tended over an enormous extent of
country, which, on consulting the
map, we found to be no less than five
times the size of Great Britain, ex-
tending right away to the Arctic
Ocean—an awful and desolate tract,
which he was obliged to visit twice »
year. During the winter, he said,
the cold was 8o intense that at times
he had experienced as much as 45 de:
grees of frost (Reaumur)!  We could
not help telling him that he looked
remarkably well in spite of all these
hardships.

The next morning a messenger
ame to the ship expressly to ask if 1
would go ashore and take i sketch o1
the village priest and his family.
This was rather a compliment, so [
could hardly refuse, more especially
as & few minutes later the worthy
man himself arrived toshow me the
way. The priest was a person of re-
markable appearance—tall, slim. and
exceedingly good-looking, in an effems
inate sort of way—with a long, fair
beard and flowing locks. I wanted
his portrait. We went up to his
house. and I was presented to his wife,

Fortunately I had brought my cam-
era with me, so to please him I took
them all in a group, and shuddered to
think how it would luok when devel-
oped. I then asked the gentleman if
I might make a separate study of
him, and he not only said he would
be very pleased to let me, but even
offered to come on board to sit for
me.  So, during the morning, I made
a careful pencil study of him. While
doing it, to my astonishment the
police ofticer, who had come to have
a look at what I was doing, asked me
if I would like to do him afterward.
—New York Journal.

A Rallroad on Stilts,

Probably the most unique rallroad
ever built in this or any other country
was the Bradford and Foster Brook Line.
It connected Bradford and Derrick City,
Pennsylvania, and was only four miles
long, but did an immense business dur-
ing the boom days in the oil regions.

It was built in 1877, and two years
later went down in a smash that killed
a number of people. The road was ap-
propriately nick-named the “Peg-leg”
from its peculiar construction, for it was
built on stilts, and the passengers en-
tered the cars from the second stories of
the stations. There was but one main
rail, which was of iron, but there were
two auxilinry wooden rails, The main
rail rested on strong wooden beams, sup-
ported by massive stanchions, strongly
braced. Two feet Lelow the top beam
were two wooden rails eight inches in
width, which were securcly nailed to the
supporting  stanchions.  The wooden
rails were mainly for baluncing purposes.
The height of the odd little road varied
trom tavelve to twenty-five feet, accord-
ing to the lay of the land in the valley
through whieh it was built.,

Without this elevation the scheme of
the inventor would have been impossible,
The cars fitted on the rail like saddle-
bags, hanging down on each side, and
were really two-story cars, the upper
portion being used for passengers and
the lower story for froight.,

The grotesque looking train  was
headed Dby two engines connected with
cach other, one on ecach side of the
main rail, the two balancing like the
cars, When the fireman put on more
coal he was obliged to descend to the
furnace by a ladder. The engines and
cars ran on a set of eentral wheels
which protruded through the floors inte
wooden hoods put on to prevent their
damaging passengers, The cars were
narrow, and the main rails were broad.
Whenever the car tilted, side wheles
caught the wooden rails and aided te
preserve the equilibrium of the train,

The Dark Continent.

The population of Africa, accord-
ing to the latest and most reliable
estimates, is given at 163.000,.000, or
fourteen inhabitants to the square
mile, while the population of the
three Americasis given at 121,313,000,
or cight inhabitants to the square
mile. It must be remembered that
while explorers tell us of large dis-
tricts in Afriea that are scantly peo-
pled, there are also vast regions
densely populated of which but few
persons have ewer heard. It may in
fact be said that omly the fringe of
the Dark Centinent has as yet been
reached after 1,000 years of intermit-
tent exploration.

Big Texans,

The six Shields brothers of Collins
County, Texas, have an averagc
height of 6 feet 8 inches, and Col.
Henry Thurston of Titus County
Texas, towers up to the height of
8 feet 5 inches.

A Clder-Drinker.

The town of Union, Me., boasts of

2 citizen who in three days last week
drank 26 gallons of cider.

BESIDES the roundness of limb and
redundancy of health that city women
acquire from vigorous horseback rid:
ing, they gain a faculty for keeping
their balance while on their feet ir
city conveyances. It is a most desir-
able acquisition for the city woman,
whom we are accustomed to see tip
ping or staggering about in the street
cars when forced to stand. Sharp-
eyed men who ride horseback know
at a glance when a " woman standing
in a street car is a horsewoman.
They know it by the ease and sure
ness with which she adjusts hersell
to the motions of the vehicle, and at
the same time preserves her feminine
dignity.

THE ex-Confederates in South
America are reminded of old times
when they are asked $5C 7or a pair of
$5 boots, and when the cierk of the
hotel presents them a bill of 825 for
supper, L-cakfast.and lodgings. The
only thing which has not advanced s
small-pox.

CHARLES TAPPAN, who bullt the
famous New York Tombs prison, f¢
still living in that city at the age of
ninety-five. Ho has seen the metrop
olis grow from a town of less thar
one bhndred thonsand inhabitants.

A DEEP-DYED RASC
A Scheme to Cheat the Insurance
: ey :

Benjamin' Robert Musgrave, ‘or

Bob, as he was better known, was.
born at Leeds, England, about 30
years ago. He wasnot bora rich’and
when he went out into the world 1t
was to get a living as best he could.
It occurred to Bob, as it has to many
another, that the easiest way was “by
his wits.” So Bob sought flelds
wherein he could make use of his
ponderous gall.
known reason he was unlucky from

BOB MUSGRAVE.

the first. It would not be long after
Bob entered a city, with some big
tale of business prospects, before he
would begin to excite the suspicions
of some one with whom he eame in
contact and before he was hardly
aware of it he would be damned out
of town.

Thus he went to Chicago; but his
same old difficulty, “down on his
luck,” began to torment him there
and he decided upon a bold scheme
to obtain money. He became ac-
quainted with a woman named Kate
McLaughlin, or Kate Burton, as she
‘alled herself, who was not of the
highest morals. He and Kate put
their heads together and it was not
long afterward that. Mr. Musgrave
took out life insurance policies
amounting to $35,000. Next Mr. M.
was in receipt of a long box, which
excited the curiosity of those of his
“friends” who saw it. Then Bob an-
nounced his intention to take up his
abode in an old deserted cabin near
Terre Haute, Ind. There was one
friend who had always stood by Bob
and that was Charley Trout. When
Bob went to Terre Haute and to the
cabin Trout informed the good people
thereabout that Bob had ensconced
himself there and persuaded two men
to go and sce him. One or two days
later the old cabin was reported to
bave burned down. Upon searching
the ruins the charred bones of a skel-
eton were found and the report that

Bobh Musgrave had been burned.
Then it was learned that some one
had' bought a skeleton and ordered

it to be sent to the address to which
the long box had come and thus that
mystery was cleared up. "Next Mus-
grave was recognized in Chicago and
it was seen that the bones discovered
in the old hut were of the fake skele-
ton bought by him. Bob was at last
arrested on the charge of attempting
toswindle the insurance companies
out of $35,000. He was sentenced to e
ten years in the penitentiary and
fined $500.

THE AMATEUR CARFENTER.

Bits of Furniture Which May Easily Be
Made at Home.

A very pretty piece of wall furni-
turc may be made by an amateur
carpenter—a thing which is clock,
cupboard and shelves for bric-a-orac
combined, says the New York Trib-
une. Buy one of the round kitchen
clocks which can be bought at any
house-furnishing place, and some
small tursed pillars from the joiners,

S s | e e

together with some molding, a ¢ uple
o’ hinges and a lcek from the haiu-
war: shop, and put them all together:
after the fashion of the sketch. 3
Corner seats are easily made in a
room and are very pretty. 'The
foundation is simply a low three.
cornered stand covered with boards:
Make a bag stuffed with hair and nail
it on the frame. Cover this with a
pretty furniture chintz and finish
with a flounce of the same. Two
long, thick cushions form the back.

Men of Iron and Phosphorus.
Statisticians say that an average
man of 154 pounds weight has enough
iron in his constitution to make a
plowshare, and enough phosphorus to
make half a million matches. '

, A Costly Deg. ' i
Farmer Hardin and Lawyer Me-
Kinney, of Moberly, Mo., went to
law over a 10-cent dog. The farmer/
lost the suit, and also lost over 8100
in costs. 7 RN

THE mines of the world last
produced value to the amount of'$
876,000,000, of which $700,000,
was in coal. The United States pro-
duced $600,000,000, or about une-thind

But for some un-




