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hare entered, ever drew sword against
Virginia. You must choose betweenTIE

iloS
K'V'v'y$Jr

refuse the old lady, I could not live
2t hours without work; nor could
you. If I yield, as. I must, you will
be provided for with little Nation."

The woman gasped and pressed her
hand to her throat, but with a des-

perate effort she controlled herself.
"Where is she?"
He hesitatetl while he studied the

blue smoke curling up from the ciga-
rette. Shaking; off the ashes, he said,
at length:

"I have her in good hands." Their
eyes met.

"And you mean for roe to under-
stand, I suppose, that you will retain
possession of her until I assent to
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the woman and
"Mv country? Is that it? now;

would vou choose. Frank?" Urodnar ,

was silent, looking away "Take this
message to her for ine my friend; it ii ;

the last request, perhaps I shall ever j

make to you"
"Dick"
"Sy to her that Richard Somers

passes out of her life to serve his coun-
try. His duty done, please God, and
she needs his arm. he will follow her

the end of the earth. Say that for
me; and tlicn, farewell.

CHATTER IV.

Themorningsun strikingthrough the
eastern window of a hotel room shone
full upon the face of a woman who lay
sleeping there. She was dressed as for
the street, but her hair was loose nnd
fell about her shoulders in gleaming,

olden masses. Even in the trying
light upon it her face was beautiful.
Perfectly oval, it possessed a combi
nation of dark shadings rarely found

blonde types, and the even brows
were as delicate as though penciled

i

by nn artist. Upon her cheeks lay long,
dark lashes. Sleeping, she seemed
scarcely more than a girl in age, the
few lines upon her face fading out of
prominence: and yet there was a wom
anliness in her trim, settled figure that
told of years not otherwise to be sus-

pected.
The bell of a tower clock near at

hand rang out loudly the hour. The
sleeper stirred uneasily, opened her
eyes, and instantly, as full conscious
ness returned, bounded from the bed
to the floor. In the quick look she
gave to her surroundings terror was
apparent. A moment later sly haj
pulled th bell-cor- d and was waiting,
her watch in hand, by the door. A ne-

gro servant knocked and was admitted.
She did not notice his
and courteous salute.

"Why was I not called for the six
o'clock train?" she began in great agi-

tation.
"We call free times, ma'am free

times; an' you say 'all right' ev'y time,
ma'am."

"I answered?"
"Yes, ma'am. An' we t'ink, ma'am,

mebby you done change yo' min'."
Something like despair came to her
face.

"The time now ?"
"Nine o'clock. ma'am. Clock des struck,

ma'am. Gem'man downstairs sen' dis
cyard, ma'am, an' say " The gen-
tleman in question passed the speaker,
stepping across the threshold.

"You may go," he said, curtly, and
waited until the eld servant had re-

tired and closed the door. Then he
turned coolly towards the woman.
"And now, madam, what does this
mean?"

"Raymond!"
"Why have you left London?" The

woman did not answer. She had cried
the name hysterically and started for
ward; then, suddenly, drawing her
hair from her face she shrank awi ;
from him, her gray eyes distended in
terror or the expectation of violence.
In the presence of this pantomime, the
nan's face lost its cynicism and stern-
ness, lie was unmistakably astonished.
'Well," he said, at length. '"w hat is it?"

"You here!" the exclamation was
but a whisper. "I thought "

Why should I not be here? Didn't
you write, requesting me to come?
I was not in the city yesterday, nor
last night, and have but just received
your foolish letter. Are you mad, in-

deed that you come to this city
that- you follow me up in public!
N'ame of Heaven, woman, what is the
matter with you?"

"Not in the city last night! Not in
Ihe city! Then then " She caught a
:hair. "Oh, I am ill ill!" She seemed
ibout to fall, but her companion made
ao movement to assist her. "There is
tome mistake! "she whispered. "Some
twful mistake!"

"What are you talking about?" ne
itood looking curiously upon her. She
turned suddenly, ran to him, and,
tailing upon her knees, clasped her
trms about him, giving way at the

ame time to a paroxysm of hysteria
that swayed them both with its vio-

lence. He stooped impatiently, broke
her clasp with a violent effort, and
half pushed, half lifted her into the
chair. Burying he'r face In her hands,
rhe gave way Jo violent weeping while
he stood by.

The man was of medium height and
fine figure, his faultless dress and his
every motion revealing the fashiona-
ble world. His face might have been
handsome at one time, but something
had fled from it, and something had
come to it since tlicn. That which
had come men usually call the marks
of dissipation; that which had fled
the- - had no name for.

He might have been genuinely in-

dignant or playing a part, but he
pa.ed sternly a few moments only
upon the agitated woman, his black
eyes gleaming wickedly; then, with a
sneer and slight gesture of tli.Miiissal,
turned away. Taking from his pocket
a case, he proceeded calmly to select
nn(, 1;llt c;.-;i- rt t tCi :lnJ walking un
coi.K'cri-ed'.- to the- fireplace, tossed his
match into it. Standing with his back
towards her, he busied himself with a
hunting scene above the mantel. And
thus, presently, the woman, censing
to cry, found him. She clasped her
bands upon her chair-ar- m convulsive-
ly am! lifted her head.

With n few rapid motions she twist-
ed the fallen hair into position and
arose to her feet.

"When you have finished with the
picture." she said, "listen to me."
Startled, he whirled and faced her.
Her figure was now erect and head
lifted. The tenderness was gone from
her eyes. Wide open, they seemed to
measure and threaten him. He came
slowly forward, the sneer upon hia
face.

"Yon pare me your promise to re-

main in Ixmdon until I returned," he
said, "and you have broken it.

"And you! you toid me that you
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were liere to wind tm some estate
matters and would return immediate-
ly. You had no idea of returning.
You Intended to desert me. Yon HeiV
Wlnre is my chili!, sir?" The man's
face flushed ami grew deathly pale.
He took two quick steps forward and
hesitated. "It is useless. to
try to frighten me. You were born a
coward and I was not. Look to your-
self!" She drew from her boom a
letter and extended it towards him.
"I found this after your departure;
it is from your mother." Jits assumed
indifference vanished. Furious, he
snatched the letter from iter and
raised his arm.

"Wretch!"
"Take care," she said, coldly, slowly

withdrawing her hand. "You ere deal-
ing with a desperate woman. You are
welcome to your letter. I know it by
lieart. In it I am called by a vile
name and you are told that a bride
and fortune await you at home. You
came." He was silent. "You do not
deny it," she added. With a slight
gesture he turned away and seated
himself.

'There is no need to deny it now,"
he said. "Sit down. Louise." She
waited a moment, and, moving a chair
a few feet away, seated herself, facing
him.

"We have both made mistakes," he
said, coolly, preparing to light an-

other cigarette, "and I am willing to
admit that in all the matters between
us I have been equally to blame, but,"
he added between puffs, as he smoked,
"you have a full share to settle for
yourself. It is. however, too late to
discuss the beginning of this associa-
tion. We must consider its end; for,
as you evidently surmised, the time
io end it has come." She made no re-

ply, but waited for him to continue, m

her clear gray eyes riveted upon his.
"You have not believed me, but it is
true, nevertheless, that I urn entirely
dependent upon my mother. My lit-

tle property has long since disap-
peared with yours; she holds the whip
hand. Ever since her second mar- - j

riage she has intended me for a young j

girl, her stepdaughter, in fact "
"You have known this all along ?" j

"Yes; and while the child ivas grow-
ing up she has tolerated this life of
mine. Now she proposes to end it.
The question is, How may you and I
settle it?"

"I see!"
"You are practical enough to under-

stand that I am helpless. If 1 should

lisEasy j
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CHAPTER III.
Richmond at the time thpe events

vere occurring' was in a tumult of ex-

citement.
to

The quarrel between the
Tiorth and (south in congress had Ion?
aince reached the acute stage, and
preparations were forming' for that
titanic struggle which was to shake
"America fur four lonir years, fvmth
Carolina had led off. followed by Aln-liaui-

Mississippi. F!oriI:i, (ienrgia.
Louisiana and Ttxrs. The capital of
Ihe confederacy was in the far south.

nd while no one expected that Rich-

mond was to become the center of po-

litical intrigue, it had been easily fore-iee-

inthat Virginia, bring a s'ave state,
would join her southern sister.'. art'
that jf war followed she would furnish
the. battle ground by reason of hergeo-graphica- l

position. I'ew people be-

lieved in a serious conflict, to come, but
there were some who foretold a bloody
sti'tip :r'e, and tl.ee were fiinng the
powerful, who gave time and direction
to public sent inient.

'There was much cisouinn in state
military circles, and a oortidrnt pre-
diction that when the crisis enme the
rotith must recall her (ens from the
service of the union, and enlist them
under the banners of the state's rights
party, leaving many vacancies dii'icult
to iiil.

Upon his couch in the room of Rich
mond's popular physician Richard
isomers lay, convalescent. His wound
proved easy of management and healed
rapidly. Hut in the empty hours given
to liim for recovery l.erivitwcd his late
experience, and ui;h m:.h':! corr.fort for
liimself. Carried assay by sentiment.
lie Ii ad permitted hiiiinlf to involve
seriously a young cirl intrusted to his
care. He had acted like a sentimental
boy, he told himself, rather than as

' man coolly transacting a piece of busi
ness to which a friend had commis'
sioned him. Evidently the whole mat
ter hinged upon the succession of prop
erty, and he was simply an instru'
ment. But he bad suffered himself to
le swept along by sentiment, and had
declared his love for a girl altogether
unknown to him indeed, unseen. In
conclusion, somebody bad put a bullet
through h's head, the only mistake
being in the matter of aim. He had re
ceived no explanation from Hrodnar
other than that an error had cost him
the wound. There was a multitude of
apologies, the teiuierest of care and
silence. But cne day lie arose and
dressed himself, and, barring a siiaht
dizziness of head, found the world
about as he had left it. And then Brod-nn- r

told him of such facts as he him-
self had knowledge.

"You were shot from a window by
nine one who saw you strike a match,
iy dear fellow, and who didn't care

whether your eyes were closed or not,"
be said.

"But who was the assailant and
what was the object?"

"Under the window I found tracks,
the track of a woman's number two
shoes, clear cut. and sufficiently deep
to suggest that the wearer was in all
probability a settled woman. And yet
a heavy woman's foot would not have
been so trim. There you have it all."

"Why should she have been there,
nd why should she have shot me?"
"My dear fellow, ask me who wrote

Shakespeare and the letters of Junius.
Frankly, I know nothingon earth about
this shooting beyond the simple fact.
Perhaps the shot was not aimed at
you." Somers reflected for a moment.

"Possibly yen are correct in the sug-
gestion. But if you. with all the in-

formation you have and knowledge of
these people, are at sea, I have no
chance to unravel the mystery. Evi-
dently my best plan is my first plan to
leave at once. Some one lives who saw
cue in that room. The sooner I go now

the better for the good of all. Only I
would have you tell me again if I may
venture that far if my young friend
is well, and understands that my re
covery is accomplished.

"She is well." said Brodnar, with
lone constraint, "and understands.

"Look here. Francis, the. truth is,"
aid .Somers, rising, "I a in not fond of

mystery. I proposed to keep my pronv
ise and shall, but, man, 1 came near be
ing involved in a lifelong affection that
night, and I ask you now if I am to
leave here with no further informa
tion "

"Yes," said Brodnar. "otherwise you
would defeat the object of the whole
plan. Nothing could be more unfor-
tunate for the girl than that you should
ee her again or knowledge of that

marriage get abroad."
"So be it," said Somers. sadly. "I

Iceep my promise. To-nig- we say
good-by.- " Broi'nar at, moodily silent.
orumrmngupon nn r.esu. m eve upon
mi-- iiuiir, iimiiTim lit-- Mimii pirn

"Vomers. T owe you someth'ns'. owe
you more than 1 may ever be able to
repay; I sha!l tell you thi much, and
let yon decide for the woman "

"A telegram, doctor, f.ir Mr. R. Som-

ers your care." A bev had entered
hurriedly and stood waitim?. Somen
took the message from the doctor's
li.tnd, and, the messcng.r vanishing,
he read aloud:

"Rpport In person lmmi!i i'.-I- to this

"SfCTfUry of War."
P.rodnsr looked steadily inti the glad,

bright face of his friend, w ho as upon
his feet in an instant and full of ex
itoient.

Will yon report thr?"
Willi? It is the drm nf my life,

Ttrodnar! but but jou were say.
ing- -"

"Nothing."
! don't nnr!fr-- t (?( ti'i. FrsT.

. "Ni member of he fjji'j lck. yot

all gone.

"Ii j j.
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locked somewhat curiously rip in her
face. The smoke was now coming
from her lips in rapid puffs; she cast
aside theeig'srette. "I shall not assent."
The words were a mere whisper. She
continued, with growing' emotion:
"Raymond, I have been your slave;
that is ended now. From this moment,
if you live, you shall obey me!"

"If Hive!"
"If you live! Do you suppose that I

am to stand by and see my child's life
destroyed by you! I have listened to
your excuses; I have temporized, hop-
ing against hope that you would make
good your promises; I have accepted
your explanation for my child's sake

and to-da- y I know you have lived a lie
through it all; that you had not then,
nor ever have had. any intention to
make me your w ife. The time has come
for me to act. Sit here by this table
and address a note to the clerk of the
hotel directing him to register Ray-

mond Hoibin and wife in room 28! Here
is pen, ink and paper!"

"Are you insane?" he cried, rising,
angry and amazed.

"Yes; totally so! Insane enough to
kill you." Then shedeliberately leveled
a pistol at him. "Sit-dow- and write!
I leave this room with an acknowl-
edgment from you in the hands of a
witness, a wife or a murderess. I did
it once, Raymond; 1 can do it again. I

killed a man for you last night!" As
the uttered this confession her face
grew pale as death, the pistol was low-

ered, and she stood shivering in abject
error. "Vpu.have not heard of it?"

she whispered. "Are not the papers
full of it?" Her form, which had bp"
erect, setuieu 10 surink; tiie icoktc
over .'r shoulder towards the door,
listening. The man strode forward and
wrenched the weapon from her cold
hand. Then he forced ht r into a chair,
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Not Hi Time to Jubilate.
Nashvillk. Feb. 23. Got. Me

Millin returned from Arkansas this
morning, where be went ot. a short
hun'tngtrlp. Asked if be w going
to Washingtou to see McKinley
Inaugurated, he replied In the neira-tlv- .

ylng that it w not hi time
to jubilate,

FURIOUS HE SNATCHED THE LET-
TER FKOM HER.

your plans?" Again he 'was silent for
a moment.

"Yes, that is about the way the mat-
ter stands." There was a long and
painful pause, during which the irom-a- n

seemed to struggle with some pow-

erful emotion. She arose and ap-

proached him, one hand in the bosom
of her dress, the other clasped until
her nails sank in the flesh.

"You told me that you to try and
get j'our mother interested in her
orandchild." Her voice was strained
and barely audible.

"Yes," said he, "I think I did tell
you that."

"Well?"
"I lied! I took her only to control

you. My mother has never seen her;
and," he continued, slowly, "never
will, if I can prevent it."

"Inhuman wretch!" The exclama-
tion was little more than a gasp.

"From your standpoint yes."
"Ah," she whispered, "the infamy!

the Infamy of ITT" She hesitated "a

moment, turned, and, gliding to Ihe
door with a movement of incredible
swiftness, locked it and placed the
key in her pocket. "Xow," she said,
returning towards him, her face trans-
figured by the intensity of her ex-

citement, "now, Raymond Ilolbin,
what is the settlement you propose?"
He retained his position, a half smile
upon his face.

"You will have no trouble for the
future," he said; "you belong to the
tragic stage." .

"You trifle sir. The settlement!
the settlement!"

"I propose to marry my mother's
stepdaughter." he said, quietly. "Her
father is on his last legs, and he will
bequeath to her all of his property
upon the condition that she accepts
me as her husband on or before her
twenty-firs- t birthday. From this
money I propose to provide liberally
for you and your child, with the un-

derstanding that you are to remain
abroad. The fact is, I may run over
to see you occasionally, Louise after
all, you are the only woman I ever
cared for. This lily bride awaiting me
is out of my class entirely high-flow- n,

romantic and inexperienced.
Imagine me with such a woman,
Louise."

He laughed lightly. "Really, if you
are in search of revenge for fancied
injuries, you will get it when you pic-

ture me in my new role."
"And by this marriage," said the

woman, standing over him, "you place
It beyond your powei to marry me,
as you have promised during all these
years you abandon your child to a
life of wretchedness." Her breath
came hard and trembling.

"She need never know no one need
know. And where ignorance is bliss
it is folly to be otherwise."

"Let me hear it all," she said; "let
me know the alternative. If I go to
this mother or to this lily bride, as
you call her, and tell her of my child

nd my wrongs, what then?"
"My mother would have the serv-

ants put you out of the house, and my
bride would probably have me put
out. But it would not avail you any-
thing nor her. Under the will my
mother would sti'.l be the heir. The
bride would los her fortune and her
bridegroom, and you would lose your
child."

"That is-- all?" she asked "there ia
nothinsr more?"

"Nothing."
Her mood Eeemed to chanre. "Will

you favor me with a cigarette?"
He laughed, evidently relieved.

"Whv, certainly! (letting into your
old habits? Fact is. Louise, that is
the only natural thing I have heard
from you since I entered. Come. now.
Ysht up and be sensible. You know
what I think of you. All will work
out right, and, as the stories say, 'we

j mar be happy yet.'"
t She lit her ciirarette by his. and,

leaning against the center table, took
one or two whiffs, letting the smoke
escape slowly from between her curv-
ing lips.

"There is one fatal defect in your
plan," she said, at length.

"Yes? Wbt is that?"
"You do not leave the mother a

chance. Yon forget that I am mother
ts well ss a wo,xan."

"I do not understsnd."
"Yon will, though. Either wit, at

yon put it to me. my child's life i fcr-tve- r

blasted; tLere is tk defect," lis
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Contest in Declamation.

The Henry Grady and Sam Davis
Literary Societies of the Branham &
Hughes' School, at Spring Hill, had
their fourth annual contest in declama-
tion Friday night, when the following
programme was carried out:
1. Win. B. Lamb, Jr., (II. G.).

Fayetteville, Tenn.
"Freedom and Patriotism."

2. Claiborne N. Bryan (S. D.)
Nashville. Tenn.

"To the Memory of Washington."
M usic.

3. G. Sharp Lannom (H. G.)
Humboldt, Tenn.

"The MaD with His Hat in His Hand."
4. Edward G. Scott (S. D )

Paducah, Ky.
' Liberty and Union."

Music.
5. W. W. Crutchfield (II. G.)

Nashville, Tenn.
"The foet I'nest."

6. Jordon Stokes, Jr., (S. D.)
Nashville, Tenn

"The Battle of King's Mountain."
Music.

7. Leslio O. Hawkins (II. G.)
Huntingdon, Tenn.

"Toussaint L'Ouverture."
8. Gates P. Thruston, Jr., (S. D.)

Nashville, Tenn.
"The Strenuous Life."

Music.
9. E. Pierce McNeill (H. G.)

Chapel Hill, Tenn.
"Speech of Vindication."

10. Wade DuBose(S. D.)
Hpring Hill, Tenn.

"JetTeiBon Davis."
Music.

Decision of Judges.
Charley's baud from Nashville fur-

nished the music, and the entire pro-
gramme was thoroughly enjoyed by tho
large audience in attendanceThe judges
awarded the honoru of the occasion to
Mr. Gates P. Thruston, Jr., of the Sam
Davis Society.

Bridge Burned.
Nasiivii.lk. Tenn., Feb. 21 he

eastern span of the railroad bridge at
Johnsonville was burned at 9 o'clock
this morning, causing a los of S'.M.tXK).

The tire is suposcd to have caught
from a spark in a bird's nest on tin;

. . . . .: i t : - t i
; ui iut;i-- . lruius tor iiie west re in-u- i

sent via Guthrie and the Louisville and
j Nashville. 1 he Nashville, Chattanooga
i and St. Ixiuib road will be delayed forty -

eitfht hours until a structure
i erfcte.l

Big Phosphate Deal.
Charlksto. S. C, Feb. 22. It was

learned here to-da- y that the Virginia-Carolin- a

Chemical Company has bouirbt
the Charleston Mining Sc. Manufacturing
Company. The latter concern owned 0

acres of phosphate lands located
inCharieeton. Berkley and Cotton coun-
ties. The price paid, it ia said, for the
stock of the Charleston Company was
tl.1t) per share, and the total sum involv-
ed is a million and a half dollars. The
Virginia-Carolin- a concern is said, with
the new plant, to control the ferti!ier
situation in the South.


