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CHRISTMAS AND
THE
i* the Christmas spirit?
rompts giving what? To whom?
E"hut for? Did you ever ponder these
questions ?

Ig it pood Christian spirit to give
presents mainly or only to these who
you know. will give in return. ex-
pensive gifts to those who give ev-
pensive gifts and cheap gifts to those
who give cheap gifts? Is Christmas
a loose kind of barter, when people
exchange goods without hageling in

COMMUNITY

What It

advance over the price, waiting to
grumble wver the bargain  after-
wards ?

Is Christmas  proaperly an ocens-
ion when selfish children are loaded
down with toys and other gifts with
the result that they become more
selfish still?

Did you ever consider the enor-
mous wastes of Christmas? Not the
extravagance of love. for no expross-
ion of sincere love is really extra-
vagant, however costly the gift. But
the tons and tons of useless arti-
cles which people bored almost to
death by shurping feel it necossary to
give to people who do not want what
is given them?

Are you ever disturbed by the
hundred and on¢ abuses of the Chris-
mas festival, the insipid  frivolities,
the gross feasting., the reckless
throwing away of money upon what
benefits nobody and  injures multis]
tudes? %

Would it not be good for all"of us
to think again what Christmas s
for? It was prompted by the life and
teachings of one who had little to
give anybody. measured in dollars gnd
cents, or the coin of any realm. It
began with the giving of a life the
whole life,

It was not limited to n nareow cir
cle of friends who were «ure to pay
buck in kind all that was given. It
was prompted by a desire to benefit
all. to seérve the common good, to in-
clude humanity in the common
goodd, to include  humanity  in the
commonwealth,

Ought we not to rededicate Christ-
mas a< the great community festival
and make good citizenship its highest
Joy and richest reward?
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SMALL BANK DEPOSITS

It is sound advice that Seeretary
Mellon of the treasury has been giv-
ing to banks on the subject of small |
deposits. It is u mistake, he says for
banking institutions to refuse to ge-
cept accounts of less than 2100, us
many do. particularly in the large
cities,

The secretary spedaks from experi-
ence. The problem was threshed out
in hiz own bank in Pittsburg. It was
proven that the small accounts were
desirable,  because  they cost little
to handle over and above the inevit
able overhend expense, and because
while they showed no profit in them-
selves. many of them grow into large
and profitable accounts.

he mntter is worth
too. from the other side. Many a
potentinl  depositor refraing  from
opening o checking or suving aceount
because he thinks it isn't worth while
with the little money ho has avail-
able at the time. It ix very much
worth while to start an account. how-
ever hunbly. beeause of what it may
graw into when the banking habit is
formed.
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HARNESSING THE FLOODS

Engineers are studying plans for
damming the tributaries of the lower
Mississippi on a  sufficiently huge
scale to hold flood waters and provide
electric power for the surrounding
areas,

It is believed that a system can be
worked out by which the waters of |
both the tributaries and the main
stream can be controlled at all sea-
sons and the annual flood damage re-
duced to minimum.

People in the regions of the south
most effected by the floods have a
lively interest in these plans, If the
force which year after year lays
waste to their fields and towns eould
be harnessed and made to furnish
electric power, it would mean all the
difference between having a friendly
constructive force for & neighbor and
having a hostile, destructive one.

Building levees merely for the pur-
E.ou of holding the streams in their

nks is a passive solution of the
difficulty in which the people work
for the rivers. Under the new
scheme the rivers would work for the
people,

considering,

THE PRICE OF PLATINUM

Demand for platinum, from Jewel-
ers and manufacturers of radio eauip-
ment, forces the price up steadily,
and every inereare  stimulates the
importing of this increasingly popu-
lnr precious motyl,

A vear ago an ounee could be had' good education enmasse. We must in |
problems |

for $80. Last  week
2112, and there is no
it will go if weilding
lar,

Columbin. now the lapgest pradu-
;-r. 1= orunning S0 per cent ahead of
ot

the price was
puessing where
s continue pop-

year. nnd the hieh prices haye
brought a stondy flow of e metyl
from Russin sources, vy F«thonia,

Sweden. France and Englamd,

Platinum. it appears, is hore to stay
and price reduction <eem= out of the
question. These Tast veurs have made
It necessity rather than o fad,

4,95

smashing shipping  und  docks  wnd
low lyinge towns, in addition to the des
struction wrought by the ecarth nene
ments themselvos,

There were
Killedd srnd the property damoge will
run inta tens of milllons of dollars
I Amd when all is said und done, the
[loss in Bumnn life and properts
| gether will L
pager fram any one of Jdozens
Hes fought in the vecent war,

Nature i its worst moods 15 s
trtedtve enongh, but man himsolf s
invomparaldy more destructive.  Man
I# 4 Worse onciny tooman than five,
storm or earthoguadke.

Only one thing s more deadly to
the human race than its own violenge,
That i= the invisible sod ung
army of disvase germs,

e least

'
0

uf Lt

- -
THE. PRICE OF OLD AGE

Tannous Karen has just celebrated
hiz= one hundred nnd fifteenth birth-
day at his home, Mt lebanon, Syria.
Writing to his grand<on in Boston he
gives these tenson= why he has man-
aged to cheat the grave since Ix0S8,

“I have always been an enemy of |
strong drink, I did not watch the
stars and 1 did not overtrain my vi-
tal organs. The conscience and heart
should be kept-free from worry, Don't,
eat too much meat, but use pirnt)‘ of
vegelables,"

This is a pleusible, logical formu-
In, but the averuge American will
prubuably consider the price too high.
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NEW EUROPEAN RUMOR
Now comes 4 rumar of an alliance
between Russin and Germany, the ob-
Jeet being to wage war of revenge
against Europesn countries. and es-
pecially France.
It may be true. and it may be mere-
Iy another false ulaym,

So many strange rumors have come
out of Furope during the past few
years that nothing startles now, [t
will take action of some kind by
somebody to attract attention.

OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM

In 1892 a Chicago man sued anoth-
er for $500, The case dengged along
for vears, the litigants spending over
$10000 in appealing to  the higher
courts, or twenty times the amount at
stake.

A judge has recently dismissed the
suit, which leaves it =till unsettled.
Both litigants are dead. So is one of
the orviginal lawyers. No one is cer-
tiuin now what the bone of contention
was at the start. Some think it was
u dispute about a piano,

Something is wrong with  a legal
aystem that will permit the spending
of $10.000 toe determine the owner-
ship of 8Hun,

(118}
THE END OF A CASE

The end, for the present at lenst. of
n fwmous murder cuse found members
of the graml jury upplaonding their|
own refusal to indict anyvbody, The
Rev. Dre. Hall was found murdered, o
woman lender of  the  choir beside
him. She had been shot to death and
her throat cut after she wus dead.

A woman testified  that she saw
the murder committed and named the
accused.  There was ¢lear evidence of
a motive in the ease, if jealousy is a
muotive, i

There will

probably never be any
trinl. The applauding grand  jurors
make it certain that., under certain
conditions. the public generally =p
proves of murder.
o —
NEW AIRPLANE STUNT

Staid and blaze New Yorkers wha
say nothing new can thrill them stood
the other day with their heads thrown
back as they watched n sky pilot with
0 MESSHEe,

A small black dot =hot abour over
the Hudson river, spelling out a long
tail of sky writing. The dot was
an airplane equipped for writing with
“ink"™ of white vapor sgainst the blue
background of the skies. It pilot
was Capt. Cyril Tarner,

Sailing a mile high, Captain Tur-
ner spelled out  the letters: “Hello,
3 " that were four moles long,
The letters remained visible for 15
minutes,

The chemical preparations and de-
vices in the writings were devised
by Major Jack Savage of London.
The wvapor passed through a jet at
the end of the machine and was con
trolled by levers. Fight million cu-
bie feet of smoke were used in ench
letter,
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FEAR
Alfred Drieu, o Frenchman, feared

he had cancer of the stomach, The

fear became an obsession. To cure

himself, he began rigid dieting.
Now he is dead. The autopsy re-

vesled that he had no cancer. und that

1.500) ]u--..-.[lll

for less than the dam-!

muered | 1y

s

| be useful to neutralize the scent of
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THE GREEK IDEA
The new Greek government has put
to death several officials who had

Turks, claiming that these officials
were false to their duty to the coun-
try and the army and permitted the
army to be wiped out when it could
have been avoided.

There has been a great protest
from many guarters. but many pen-
le will endorse the action that has
ol taken,

If it were the rule to put to death
government officials who fail in their
duty, there would be better govern-
ment in every country in the world,

-— m_-_.
LONDON BURGLARS

Daring cracksmen burglarized the
London  headquarters of Scotland
Yard, the world’s most famous or-
ganization of detectives,

They carried away many fur coats,
fancy umbrellas and pieces of jewel-
ry from the Lost Property Office,
where missing articles are held for
identification by their owners.

A London newspaper. with a nasty
sense of humor, hints that the “Yard™
may take out insurance policies to
protect the personal property of the
detectives,

Thix should get a chuckle out of
American police. chafing under eriti-
cism,

—
The best way to get around a hard-
boiled chap is to soft soap him.

And speaking of bachelors, the old-
¢r they get the harder they fall.

Another good thing shout Christ-
mus= is that it comes but once a year.
B
The rule in Europe seems to he
that a new beggar is born every min-

ute,

W
These new Turkish cigarettes may

that kind of pipes.
—00——

Pancho Villa has again won the re-
spect of the world. He has refused
to write his memoirs.

The nutomabile driver who crashes
into a telegraph pole always claims
that he blew his horn.

—_—— 00— —

But what do you suppose would
happen if the moving picture opern-
turs would go on strike?

- S— l.(}-—__

There 15 a growing belief that Fu-
rope will be saved in spite of all
these fuol efforts to save her.

: e O —

If you haven't bonght enough Ger-
mun marks to last you through the
winter, they are very cheap now.

When a politician telis us he is on
the fence on the prohibition question
he means he is on the other side.

-—-___”—_—__._
Anyhow, Clemanceau knows what
he, is talking about, and that is more
tl;nn van be said of some other peo-
ple.

00—

The ex-kaiser's bride says she loves
him more than anybody does. She
du;nr': know how much he loves him-
Hell.

death was due to starvation. Getting
back of that, his death was due to
four—to imagination,

Fenr, a mental llness, is one of
the deadliest dis: o3, Most of our
ills are purely v aginary.

e Qe

AIM OF EDUCATION
Education that fails to fit men and
| women to play an intelligent. com-
manding part ns soversign citizens
in a great industrial and political

be its prime purpose. It is not
enough to have understanding and
good education among a few:what
we require is good understanding and

| the masz understand the
with which we must dea)l as & de
moceatic poeople We  enn advance
and develop democeacy but lintle fus
ter than we can wnd  devel
op the average
wid knowledge within the democracy
That 12 the problem that confronts
mudern oducators.  That iz the pro
blem that confronts democracy it
sell—Sumuel Gompers.

advanee
level

world fails of what must in this day!

of intelligence |

Ambassador Harvey has made an-
other speech. but don't suppose any-
n}.uld_\‘ read anything except the head-
| lines.

| Thiz new third party might at-
| tract more attention if it were not

charge of the campaign against the "

‘father on the evils of late nights and

great invention." says Bill
Spivens. “The school gets
—all the fame. the printer

gets all the money and
the staff gets all the
blame,"
N -
NO TIME

Old man: One should always prac-;
tice what one preaches.

New man: Yes: but often a man

uts in so much time preaching that
e hag none left for practice,
.._.0——-

Hey, Bill!

What it is?

Your doctor's out here with a flat
tire,

Diagnose the case as flatulency of
the perimeter, and charge him ac-
cordingly, ordered the gurage man.
That's the way he does biz.

. g

Bill Spivens says most of the peo-
pie who keep on expecting the worst
fail utterly to grasp the significance
of the present.

—0—

I ain’t never doubted Pa's love
since the day we was married. says
Aunt Het, but 1 know enough con-
cerning the carnal nature of men
folks to thank God I'm a good cook.

—_——

Bill Spivens says all roads lead to

jail if you drive fast enough.
.—0—

The other day Attorney General
Daugherty =aid that President Hard-
ing would be renominated. But a
more timely matter, according to Bill
Spivens is whether or not Daugherty
will be retuined.

—i—

Minutes  are  precious  little

ments—
Many things can be done,
Takes just a minute to rving out—
So don’t run,
Just a minute to be hired,
Only 2 minute to be fired,
Just a minute to be polite.
Only a minute to do right,
Just a minute to take care—
Only a minute to cross o'er there,
Just minutes make up the days
Only the honest minutes pays
Just a minute is worth while
Only o minute—smile, smile. smile,

mao-

——

Bill Spivens says the public is the
one big political boss of this great
country.

——

Why do they say a bride is “led” to

the altar? Did you ever see a4 bride
pulling back?

——
THE QUALITY OF MERCY
“Dearest. 1 must marry you—"

“Have you seen father?”
“Often, honey. but I love you just
the same.”

—_——
THE WICKED WORM
Cuthbert had been listening for
half an hour to a lecture from his

late risings in the morming.

“You will never amount to any-
thing.” said the father. *“unless you
turn over & new leaf. Remember, it's

the early bird that ecatches the
worm."
| " “Ha, Ha!" laughted Cuthbert.

|“How about the worm? What did he
|get for turning out so early?”
“My son,” replied the father. “that

for the suspicion that its bank ac-
{eount is not very large.
| 00—

_There is no more moonshine. The |the longer skirts won't be much worn
kind of stuff that is being sold now |yntil some of the shorter ones are
{i= mude in a damp cellar in the worn out.

Inlnrl\ of the moon. i ——
| Greece  evicted  her  diseradited |
| puliticians by legal  methods, while
tin Germany  and Russia  they were! THE RED CROSS

(simply  assasinated,
—=—4{W}

A Sun Franciseo couple got mar-
vival within half an hour after their
Fie<t myceting: and the man thinks he
dad ull the wooing,

i

eacsetyviee men wWill he

The et v -
Modd af vongrvss passes o o=hip sub
BlY after being unalle to find
Py for o soldior’s bonus
| W) - —_—
The Greek precedont of executing

of fivinl= whi lost o war may tend to
make future wars  improbable. and
that is sumuthing gained.

worm hadn't been to bed all night;
(he was on his way home.

—— ‘
Personally we have an idea that

SUPPLEMENTS .
GOVERNMENT SERVICE

Jeages. were herded down the corri-

{lone more bank employee and seven

. ‘ 5 been not}
" 8| The bank's officers and emplovees fied of the robbery and E: this t
24 THE OFFICE CAT 8| were Mr. Sempr!e_. president, Mr. !\[ny-;pmbab[y hundreds of t.;fﬁct::'suar::&
a I.‘l!lbhyi ."illr.“\'\ h:’{l.t Mr. Cagra“:;;iilguuﬁund! of citizen possemen are o
Mre, L M. ood. steonograpner t lookout { Pk
Annnnarsunssusneay Miss Frunces Swartz. bookkeeper, e lookout for suspicious persons,
“A  school paper is a)The bandit who seemed to boss the

BY MEETING THE
PARTICULAR NEEDS
OF THE INDIVIDUAL

EX-SERVIUCE MAN,
THIS WORK CANNOT
GO ON UNLESS YOU

SUPPORT IT WITH

YOUR MEMBERSHIP

DOLLAR
PAY UP TODAY

dies in the vault, and asked them if

Were spared the ordeal of being lock-
ed up. Being silent when the ques-,

ed

realized that the bank way being rob-  The entire population of the Lo
The men had evidently come in was said to be in g
the back door, that is three of them!citement after t)
did, while the car and
man  remuined outside,
und the customers,
was waiting in his
front of the bank

bed.

stote of gy
| e robbery. the
the fourth ness with which it wos execyi,
Mr. Semple |erally taking the people
upon whom he| 1t s believed that
office at th(’;(lm\'l- east to Cade, then
and outside the 'to Boswell, hoping to reac
lace and get rid of their car bef
oswell could have learned of
affair. On the other hund, they may
(have driven right on east, secretad
the car and cash somewhere in th
hills, changed their clothing
might right now be lying low untjl
they see m chance to escape with the
money, |
The sheriff’s office here was noti
fied ns soon as the victims worp ™~
lensed from the vault, and Sheriff

3

bold
) d it
s broath,
the  robban
¢ south ip
'h the latts
dor to the rear of the bank, there
one bandit stood guard over them and

customers in the building at the time,
A second bandit covered the employ-
ces inside the cage. while & third
calmly gathered up every bit of cur-
rency. «ilver. gold and Liberty
Bonds in sight, entered the vault,
opened the s=afe, cleaning its con-
tents out and into his sack, Finish-
ed with the task the bandits locked!

{ Taylor and every available d
all employees, and customers into | 2o b atiabe  deputy
the vault, left the buildin ; urried to the scene. Officers ot
u“?a;."“ t, left the ding and sped every town with telephone connee

h

tions for miles around

MUNICIPAL CHRISTMAS TREE
GRACES INTERSECTION

it~

The prettiest municipal Christmas
tree Durant has ever ecrected now
graces the intersection of Main street
jand Third avenue, where lighted by
{countless small multicolored eloctrie
Ingide the vault is a telephone for|bulbs, it makes a beautiful sight af-
such emergencies, Immediately af- tor darkness falls. The troe was
ter the vault door closed, a call was procured by Frank Dyer, the work of
made to the telephone central of what|srecting the platform on which it
had happened. and the operator stands was done by Carl Hallmark
stuck her head out of the window gnd the Consumers Light & Power
and alarmed the town, and sent help| Company is furnishing the juice for
to the imprisoned people, fourteen in! the Fightinz.
all, who released the prisoners upom'
directions given them by the prison- |
©ra, '
Mr. Semple says tnat the bandits
apparently made little attempt at
disguize, Of these entering the bank.
one of them had hix face smeared
with black, the other two were not
disguised nat all, and none were
rocognized by any of the persons in I :
the bank at the time of the hold up.’'n touch of pneumonia. or almost had
They were dressed after the manner it.

___——_——_—.—_ﬂ
NORTH AMERICAN LIGHT & POWER COMPANY
Preferred Dividend No. 27

gang was loath to lock thae two lIa-i

they would give the alath if they

tion was asked, they two were hus-
tled into the vault and the door lock-

HERE FROM ARKANSAS

E. G. Cole of Rogers. Argansas
is here to spend Christmas with his
daughter. Mrs. W. B. Stone and fam-
ily. Mr. Stone has been quite sick
‘at his home on North Fourth for the
' past week, but is much improved and
uble to =it up in his bed now. Te hud

At the meeting of the Board of Directors December 6, 1922 a
quarterly dividend of One Dollar Seveniy-five cents ($1.73) per
share on the preferred stock of the Company was declared pay-
able January 1, 1923 to stockholders of record at the close of
business December 20, 1922,

P. C. DINGS, Treasurer,

Hlerry

Christmas

May your gifts be many, yet
not excecded by a single re-
membrance of the f rwndg
that you hold “True “Blue

o
ILTIBRAND-STATON €.

at the Muost
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The best Apparel under the Sun
Reasonable Prices




