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to see that we are all alive and thoroughly interested
in the new life that we have taken up. That fine

looking man, whose arms fill his coat sleeves full, is

a Scotch wool grower, just leaving the hotel for his

What the Swiss can Do on the Cumberand Plateau.

Our attention has been called to an interesting
letter on this subject, written for the New York

Tribune, just a year ago, by Mr. E. V. Smalley.

About ten years ago a colony of Swiss peasants, by

the help of their consul, settled on a tract of land
in Grundy County, below the average quality of the
land of the plateau. . " They came empty-hande- d,

sav5 for a little household gear ; they went into the

forest, upon lands despised by the natives, because

not adapted to. producing corn or cotton ; the com-

munity about them had in it no germ of energy and
growth, such as all Western communities possess, so

that they received no stimulus or aid from surround-
ing progress and prosperity." Yet, when Mr. Smal-

ley visited it, Gruetli, as the Switzers had named their
settlement, was " worth seeing as a pleasant picture
of cozy home-lif- e in the midst of the wilderness, as
well as a demonstration of what can be made out of
i. 1 i ...u r..n.. j nr.

OUR readers will better understand the following lines

when we state the fact that the old mill referred to now stands
in good working condition on the north shore of "Clear Fork,"
about one mile from Rugby. It was built by a Mr. Buck,

years ago, when settlers were so' sparse that it did not pay
him to tend the mill, and trusting to the native honesty of
the inhabitants, each man was allowed to take his grist to
mill, depositing" iuch toll as he pleased ia a box near by,
hoist the Watergate, sit quietly down, and wait for the "grist
to grind," loading it upon his own back, or that of his horse
or mule the precipitous rocks on either shore making it im-

possible for wagons to reach it and wend his way to his

mountainous home, happy in the consciousness of having
done by his neighbor as he would be done by, without fear
or favor.

THE OLD MILL AT RUGBY.

BY CLAIBORNE ADDISON YOUNG.

In Tennessee, near Rugby Town,
That place just now of wide renown,
Where Clear Fork stream its torrent pours
Past rhododendrons, rages, roars,
Then curves, then glides past rocky heights,
Now looks, then turns from grandest sights.
But suddenly it stops, it stays,
Forgetting'its coquettish ways,

Forgetting its capricious will,
It stops, it stays to turn a mill.
The overhanging cliffs look down,

Their brows ne'er ruffled by a frown ;

A sleeping road wades through the stream,
The noisy dam ne'er breaks its dream ;

The mill stands open wide as day,

Nor locks nor bolts do bar the way ;

Nor miller for his toll doth wait ;

Each neighbor simply lifts the gate,
The joyous stream doth grind his grist,
He only pays the toll he lists.
A realized Arcadian dream
Is this old mill on Clear Fork stream.
0 Rugby, take thyself away,
Or learn to live their simple way.

Wind on, 0 stream, grind on, 0 mill,
Where men pay toll from sheer good will.

regret that we cannot give the letter as it stands;
but in any case the moral would be the same. These
Swiss had pretty hard times to begin with, but they
pulled through them We may take it for granted
that we too have many difficulties and discomforts to
overcome and put up with during the coming two years
or so, but it is an odd thing if we cannot do likewise,
and with at least as good a result as that which Mr.
Smalley saw at Gruetli. , tj

Vine Culture.

There is a common saying that European vines
will not flourish on this continent, east of the Rocky
Mountains. Certainly this is not strictly the fact,
for we have seen more than one kind thriving in

Texas ; and, though this by no means proves that we
can cultivate them to advantage in Tennessee, they
are at least worth the trial. It seems likely that cuttings
from open-ai- r English are more likely to resist our
Spring frosts than those from South of Europe vines,
and a package of the former has already been received
in pood condition, for trial bv Mr. A mns Will fmm nn

ing a farm house. He is talking with Mr. Cyrus
Clark, the superintendent, who, you see, stands six

feet or over in his stockings, full of power, pride and
purpose of making Rugby one of the most attractive
places in the Union. That fine looking young man
by his side is his son, James N. Clark, assistant
superintendent, whose ready hand and quick brain
grasps and perceives the situation at a glance, his

genial disposition making of him, wherever he is,

an attractive center. Half a dozen men are now

asking for help in some form, and so it will continue
day by day.

This middle aged man just galloping up to the ho-

tel is Hastings Hughes, brother of Thomas Hughes,
the President of the Board of Aid, whose present
home is in London. Mr. Hastings Hughes is an
Englishman with American manners, and holds the
power of attorney of the Board in his brother's ab-

sence. To say that he is interested in the colony

would be tame and inexpressive. That his whole

soul is awake, and the one desire of his life is

centered in the success of the Rugby Colony,
will be nearer the mark, and is amply attested by
his rapid riding, driving, walking, talking, writing,

from early morning to late at night, and all without
apparent annoyance. If the future historian is com-

pelled to write failure at the end of the Rugby Col

ony, the cause will not be laid at the door of Hast-
ings Hughes.

Yonder, with his troupe of workers, goes Mr.

Walton, the Engineer of the Board, whose energy
and decision inspire all who come in contact with

him with the assurance that wherever he drives a
peg there it is to remain. They are kept busy all
the time locating lots for settlers, and are not able

to meet the - demands constantly pressing upon
them. This bright young man is Mr, Henry
Boyle, Treasurer of the Board, son of Mr. Johj
Boyle, barrister of England, the man of all

"

men
who is credited with being the first to show his faith
in the future of Rugby by his works, and who is

anxiously expected here from London early in

January, bringing with him further and greater plans
and means for the prosecution of the work. Be-

side the important position of holding the safe keys,
Mr. Henry Boyle is credited with holding or sup-

porting the center to the Grand Army of the Young
People's Social Society, which, by the way, is get-

ting to be one of the attractions of Rugby, the only
real drawback at present being a preponderance of
young unmarried men, which our young lady read-

ers will please make a note of. Step over to Mr.
Otis Brown's, one of the pioneers of the table-lan- d,

and he will tell you that he intends to have a large
addition to his boarding house, or some way of keep-

ing men cheaply when the warm weather comes
that he is all full now, and putting up cots every
night. Then into "the commissary," run on the

plan. There you will find Mr. Tucker
and Mr. Grooms, "busy as bees," waiting upon the
people thronging there. Keep on walking over the
city plat, and it will take you more than one whole
day to do it, and you will find cabin after cabin
springing upvin unexpected places, and all busy
planning for the future, comforting each, other in
whatever afflictions they think they have, and long-

ing for the opening of Spring. (Wtm
To get the measure o( "Ohio's greatness," seems to

be one of the problems of ' ' latter days." One of the
best solutions which we have hit upon is to subscribe
for a copy of the Springfield Daily Republic. It is
right on the line in all points of what we Ameri-

cans are pleased to call "modern civilization," and
that means something. Send for a sample copy, and
see if you don't think we have struck the center we

of the most successful out-of-do- or vine growers in the
old country. Another package of cuttings, from the
best South of Spain sorts, is expected early in Janu-
ary, and these will also have a fair trial. - There is
no doubt about the Concord Norton's Seedling,
Cynthiana, and other good American varieties doing
well; but when it is seen that these are retailed in
Cincinnati at five cents per pound, while the half-ripen-

ed

so-call- ' Tokay " grapes of California fetch
thirty cents, it is clear that it is worth while trying

:h(on a small scale at first) to produce an article whic
will command the higher figure.
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To tell who are the inhabitants of Rugby, and
what they are doing, would answer, in a general
way, so many letters received by our people, to say
nothing of the daily increasing number received by
the " Board of Aid," which are promptly responded
to by them by forwarding pamphlet or letter
that we will try to say something that will give our
far-awa- y and many friends something of an idea, at
least.

In the first place, you must remember that with

us it is now midwinter, and almost everything is at a
stand-stil- l the highways and byways are at their

worst. A dull, leaden sky has covered us for most

two weeks, with constantly increasing cold, until the

thermometer, hanging on the north side of a white

oak tree at our cabin door, now marks 20 degrees
above zero, and will quite likely drop down 7 or 8

more by the cold hours of the morning; and this is

called terrible weather in this country, while with

the Northerner it is "splendid winter weather."
Nevertheless, in contrast with the long summer and

fall it is our bad season, and the long habit of resting

in winter still holds sway over us, and we all feel

that we can't do much" now. Still, if you want to see

us together, see for yourself, who we are, you might

fCome jto church or meeting on Sunday at 1 1 a. m.

-- ourchurch is not yet finished held in the Ta
bard Helise, and we believe you will find a plain,
sober lot of people of all ages, composed of about 40
per cent. English and Scotch, 40 per cent. Ameri-

cans, northern and southern, and 20 per cent, of
native population, making as perfect a cosmopolitan
set as the most ardent democrat could desire, and so
far they are all agreed touching one thing, and that
is, that the New Rugby is about as near the center
between the Lakes and the Gulf north and south,
and the Atlantic Ocean and Mississippi River east
and west, as can be placed by the engineers, and all
intent upon driving the peg down solid to remain
there. '

As to what we are doing, you have only to step
out on the piazza of the hotel on Monday morning

Christian Communism In the very readable
and brotherly letter of Jno. T.1 Roberts, of Syracuse,
printed in another column, occurs the sentence, "As
a believer in the teachings, and a worshipper of the
spirit of the Philosopher of Nazareth, I hail with
delight the beginning of a movement in America for
the realization of Christian Communism"

Read between the lines, and, as we understand
Brother Roberts, the sentence is correct and fully
explains itself. . But from the tone of many letters
which we are receiving, and occasional remarks of
the Press, we are led to believe that in the minds of
many of our friends the spirit of communism, as un-

derstood in America, is in some way connected with
the organization at Rugby, while, in fact, nothing
could be further from the truth than this, and Brother
Roberts will not only excuse us, but rejoice with us,
in using his words as a golden text to utterly ignore,
denounce and repudiate each, every and all forms of
Communism, as expressed and understood in common
in America, at the same time accepting in full, in its
true sense, the beautiful , idea of a true Christian
community.

A doe and fawn ran through the village last week.
There being no loaded gun, as usual,, they escaped
harm.mean, Springfield, Ohio.


