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Mr.Flanders Talks

Ouee More o Well-Known Cltizen s
Flint Adids His Endorsenient.

Buccess always brings with it enthusionm
nnd from all parts of the city enthusinsii
peoplieare sounding their praises of the wot b
of the litle conqueror, r. G, D, Flanders
i the well-known grocer, ut 521 N, Saginuw
Street, nud that thestatement e mukes hoio
is true in every particular, goes without
sy iog.  Thisis what he saye:

“For na long as four years 1 suffered fro
pains actoss my back over the kidneys,
was Lhat ol lmekache, sometimes better and
somietimes worse.  Anyone who has gxperi-
enced such a pain will imderstand how dis-
tressing i is. 1 wos continunlly annoyed hy
i presence. 1 knew the kidveys were nt
fisult, us there were other signs of Kidney
disorler. That pain across the kidoeys haod
become very constant, If 1 aceldentally
jarred miyself, T wonkl feel it much worse for
atime. Oneday 1 happened to read about
 remedy {or the kidneys ealled Doan's Ki/l-
ney Pills. 1 determined to try them, so |
went to Dullam Bros! drug store and pro-
eured a box. [ had taken only n few doses
when I foli relief fromthe pain.  [continued
to use them, taking altogether three hoxes,
andd they have eured me. The backnche ix
entirely removed and I have felt as good
sinee as I ever did in my life, Doan's Kid-
ney Pills are truly a kidney cure.  As long
as [ linve n chance I ghall recommend and
speak a zood word for them, advising others
to nse them.”

Evervwhere you go'tis just the same as
thix, Noartiole or medicine has over caused
such n stir in the world from its extraordi-
nary properties as has Doan’s Kidney Pills
Peaple call them “The little conquerors ol
kidney trouble,” * The littlespocialist,” “The
little enomies to backache,” and many other
such names, and they have zood reason to,

Doan's Kidney Pills are for sule by all
dealers—price B0 cents ver box,  Mailed by
Faniar-.\lhhum Co, Toflale, N. Y., sole
ngents for the United Siates, Remember the
name, Toan's, and take no other.

Anpouncements for School Year 18g6-7.

Teachors should earefully note the contents

of this clreulinr nnd preserve it for future wse.
DATES OF EXAMINATIONS.

Rogulnr, Corunns, August 20th and 21st, 1800,

Special, Owousso, October 16th and 16th, 1564

Regular, Corunnas, March 20th and 20th, 1897,

Special, Owosso, June 17th snd 17th, 1507,

All exominations will begin at 8:80 a. m.,
standard time

Applicants for third grades will write upon
loolrwhy. theory nnd art and school law the

rst hnlf day; grommoar, physiol nnd rend
ing the soeond enif duy: arithmetie, penman.
#hip nnd history the third hall day snd olyfl

wrnrant. and orthograpby the fourth half
I:f. pplleants for first snd second grades
will write ugnn g phy, theory and art and
school law the first hall duy; grasmar, ?hsui
mnﬁr&alqobrn and rending the second hall day;
arl etie, history and penmanship the thi
half day, and clvil government, physies and
artography the fourth half duy. Applicants for
first prades will write upon geometry, general
history and botany on Sswurday.

The above schedule will be strietly followed.

HEQUIREMENTS,

For third grudes an average of seveoty Is
required, with not less tban sixty-five in any
branch; for second grade un avernge of mvantf-
five tn mqgjrfd lnrll{a not less than m‘rrmi: 'n
any branch; for firnt grade anageruge of elghty-
five (8 required with not less wmn;fuhty in wny

a“fi ta shnll legal cop paper und
plieants shall use legal cap
write with pen and ink.,

Ap‘ﬂlun & for first and secopd grades who
pass in part of the branches may re-write nt the
neoxt examination In the remainder. Afer (all-
Ing in two conseout|ve cxaminntions they must
re-write in all brancecs, ;\pgtlcnntn for third
grades who fall (n part of the branches must re-
write in all branches.

CAUTION: Speeln! certifioates will be grant-
ed only when iegally qualified teschers cannot
be secured  Persons who wish to tench must
attend an axXamination.

. O, 1« BrIsToL, Commissioner,
J. N, Cony, Examiner.
J. A, ToonPsos, BExaminoer,

Corunnn, Aug, 7, 1894,

F. BOWARDS & C0 -

Seneral Real Estate and Insvrence Agent

Will seli your Property.

Will rent your Honse or Farm.

Wil look after your Tenants,

Will find Loans for your Money.

Will Insure your Buildings.

Charges yery reasonable, Office with 8.
F. Smith.
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B. PETERSON,
DEINTIST

VITALIZED AIR.
OFFICE~Over Dimmick's store, Washington

Strest. RESIDENCE—Washington Sti., oppe
siteCongregutionnl church,
L4

Witniax M. Kinparnicx,
LAWYER.

SOLICITOR IN CHANCERY

@eneral Insurance Aoent.

OmMee o the Willlams Block, Washingtonstreet
“Jwosso Mich

J. B. Dowdigan,
DENTIST.

OMee over
KALAMAZOO STORR

0W0Sso0,
Hours A 1o 128, m,
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CHAPTER IX,

Jack scarcely beard the long guffaw
that went up from the gasing crowd.
Somehow he reached the vehicle just as
Mr. Topmark clambered heavily down
from it. Rob wos making to follow him,
her little fopt lightly poised, both hands
held out after a childlike fashion she
bad. Jack shouldered himself botween
her and her proper escort, took her al-
most in his nrms and set her wpon the
ground. The audacity of it bhalf par-

alyzed Mr, Topmuark, He began toscowl |

darkly, then broke into a wry grin, say-
ing:

“'Now, see here, Jack, that ain't jest
egzactly the fa-ar thing, but I cain't
quarrel with youn, Yoo're so much er
older man 'n me I'
you respectful ef you do git in my way.

““Thank yon. I feel very much in
place just now,"' Jack said, keeping faat
hold of Rob’s hand. It was small and
gloveless, neither white nor soft, but
thrilling to the finger tips with the sab-
tlest vital essence. Something in the
tonch of it set him all a-trembls, Ha
was taken aback when it was drawn
steadfastly from his clasp and dropped
ot its owner’s side.

“Whern is Mr. McGregor?' Jack
went on, standing ohtinately closs,

“Oh, daddy’s ¢« g in the carriage!”
Mr. Topmark retuiuod, with a leering
wink that made Juck ache to throttle
him and sent o hot, painful red into
Rob's cheek. She had boen very pale—
a8 pale almost as her old white froock
that, in spite of its shabbiness, conld
not mask her youthful grace. But she
had not tried to make herself in any de-
gree fine, though she might reasonably
havo known herself the foous of all eyes,
She wore the narrow brimmed black
gtraw hat that bad been her best for
three years. There was a black ribbon,
too, about her little waist and a fall of
old thread lace at the neck of her gown.
It left the round throat bare, though
every other woman there had swathed
hersalf to the chin.

Yor part of Rob's eccentricity was
that she preferred to be out of the fash.
ion rather than to spend her time mak-
ing over her few ecant frocks, Mrs,
Winfold said it did seem to her the
greatest piece of luziness—the way Rob
MceGregor was always three years be-
hind the style. Bot Rob never looked ot
anything from the Winfold standpoint.
Besides her nbundant leisure, which
that model woman bemouned a8 o snure
of sutan, was not, after all, so very
abundant.

Rob read to her father for hours each

Choice STRAWBERRIES

FOR THE GARDEN AND FiCLD,

[Z5"BARGAINS iN PLANTS FOR 1807.
CATALOGUE FREE TO ALL.
C. N. FLLANSBURGH, Leslie, Mich.

"'I;HHE KING”

Pl all thee Jptest doviees A v

to date in every particnin=
WA KING & 00, 15001 N
DETROIT, MICH.. and learn
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O FOR NOTHINE

" VAN R. POND,
Attorncy & Counsellor,]

General law and chancery
practice in all courts,

Over M. L.Stewart & Co's Bank

DR. EDGERTON T. WILSON
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.

OFFICE~Room 7 Keeler Block.
RESIDENCE—b22 Rlyer Street,

o owosso, MicH.
DR,C. MCCORMICK
PHYSICIAN, SURGEON, ETO.

Special attention glven to the treatment of
disease by means of Electrieity. Rhenmatism,
Neuralgla, Lumbago, Sclatica and a number o
nervous diseases readily yield to this form of
treatment,

Onico and Rexldence No, 220 East Exchange St

ORTOSE0, - DILITEL

DR. ARTHOR 5. SGOTT

PHYSICIAN & SURGEON,

RESIDENCE, 409 SAGINAW ST.,
Office, 211 N. Washington St.

OVER PARKILL & SON'S DRUG STORE,
DR. L. E. PHELPS,

Orrice: 114 N. Washington St. Orrioe
OURS: 8to 0 a, m. and | to
Jp m,
Resipexce: 666 N. Washington St,

Special Attention *'y;™ Chronic Diseases.
Hamblin & Crawford,

REAL ESTATE.

* Business Chances, Conveyancing, Fire Insure
ance, Money to Loan, Notaries Public.

gerice L 406 West Exchange St.

OWOSSO, MICH,

R. ANNIS 8, H. GOODING, Hommopathio
Residence and oMeo, Willlams St,, (Com
stook Block), Nwonno, Mich, Oftice bho 4
dp m. and 1o 8pom. Calls promptl
J 0. Special sttentlon given to
and DHsenses of Women and Children,
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Guardian's Sale of Real Estate.

STATE OF MICHIGAN, COURTY oF BHIA.
WASKER, B8,
In the matter of the estate of Eva V. Warner,

o minor,

Notice |8 heroby given, That in pursuance and
biv virtue of an order gronted to the under-
slgned, na guardion of the estate of sald minor,
by the Hon. Matthew Bush, Juldge of Probate
in and for snid County, on the 5th day of Febru-
ary, A. D 1897, there will be sold at publie ven-
due, to the highest bidder, at the front door of
the postofiice in Buarton in saild County. on Sat
urday the Ird doy of April, A. D. 1807, al ten
o'clock in the foronoon of sald day, ail the right,
tite and ioterest of sapld minor insnd to the
following deseribed lands nnd promises, situnt-
ed in the township of Fairfield, County of Shin-
wnssen, State of Michigan, to wit: An undivid-
ed onefifth Intercst In the nefrne N ofnw
frae i of sec 3 except U0 rods In n o corner;
nlwo the o Y ofse ¥ of nwirl ¥ seo 3, and the
west 10 acres of 1he n o ¥ of sald sce 3, all in
town A, north range 1 nast,

Winriam C. STIFPF,
Chonrdinn of the estale of sald winor,
Duted Fob. 8th, A. 1., 1857,

“The Niagara Falls Route."
SAGINAW DIVISION.,
OWOSSO TIME CARD.

TRAINS SOUTH.

Chloago Expross loaves 8:07 a, m., arrives lo
dnclonon 10:15 n. m., Chicago 4:30 p. m.

Chiengo Express, dally, loavos 8:30, p, m.
arrives o Juokson 10:44 ? m., Chiougo 6:00 & m,
Through Sleepor (Hay ‘Itg_lo Chicago).

TRAINS NORTH

Bay Clty Exproas, leaves 0:00 o, m, arrives
E}‘Hu City 11:10 a. m. Slevpor, Chicago 1o Bay

arguotto Bx_]‘amnlnrnl Owosso 7:18 p. m,,
arrives st Hay City B9 p, m,

Owosso necommodation leaves Jackson 10:50
®. m,, arrives Owosso 100 p, m,

All trains dully exeept Sunday

Owosso Aocomodation lvaves Owosiso st 1040
p. m., arrives in Jaekson nt 3:00 p. m.

\W. Roagiws, O B & 1. A- Chloass

dny, or upon fine ones led him abroad
to refresh himself with sunshine and
sweet air. Nor wus the burden of their
scant affairs by any means so light as it
looked from the outside. She kept up
faithfully to the blind man her fiction
of prosperity, and success in it meant
stunding always betwoen him and the
outer world, The decadence of their for-
tunes touched ber nearly. For all her
bravery, her own ragged borse furnish.
ings and the shabby old ocarriagoe in

whioch sometimes she rode abroad were |

engines of torture, Yet every year or so,
when her father insisted that the vehi~

cle be refurbished, sho acquiesced duti- |

fully, mude u pretense of sending it
away, and six weeks later had it driven
to the door, smelling of the fresh var-
nish she herself had brushed over it,

with cushions beaten to puffy lightness |

and straps and tasscls sot in new places,
Then the blind man said, with a little
langh:

“Next time, darling, you must have
s brand new equipage, for, after all,
equipage is truly the test of gentility.
If shabby, it stamps you either a nig-
gard or n pretender, Qlothes hardly

boan . matter, so they be olean and suitable
- S e u“.'t | and not vulgarly fine,

Memory of such speech gave an edge

! be did not dream of to Mr, Topmark's

leering, significant laugh. But she
stood very upright and walked toward
the church door between the two men,
When she renched the step, each put out
o band to help her. She ignored both,
sprang lightly upon the big stone, step-
ped inside m:ﬁvalked almost the length
of the nisle, w¥ch Mr. Topmark making
gtrennous efforts to fan her over her
sboulder. Usually she slipped into the
first vacaut pow. Today she was fiercely
amused in the thought of making the
whole congregation gape and stare,
When at Jast she sab down, it was in
such wiso as to leave room beside her
for her adorer, It was wholly against
the most rigid convention of the oconsion
that any man should sit beside a wom-
nu, but Mr., Topmark was unable to re-
gigt the tacit invitation of her glance,
Ho plumped down upon the bard wood-
en seat so ponderously that n shiver ran
through the gazing throng. From the
door Jack poted it and sworo under his
breath, But Miss Winfold, though she
dropped her eyes and made a prefense
of distress over the gemeral tittering
about her, gaid to her own heart: *‘Oh,
the little fool! Isn't she doin beauti-
fully just the thing I meant her to do?"’

Then she sottled herself into a pose of
severe devotion, head bowed, eycs fast
on the hymnbook. Through the window
sha bad seen the Talbot carringe driving
up. &he meant Mrs. Talbot to be able
to point with pride to the difference be-
tweon hor favorite and that ighty Rob,
who sat, regardless of time and place,
pouring a flood of merry® nonsense into
Mr, Topmark's delighted ear. Miss
Winfold thonght ghe must be possessed.
Sho had no comprehension of the ngony,
the guawing pain at the heart, which
made it necessary thut Rob should lsugh
and chatter if she wonld save herself
from shricking.

Rob took po heed whatover of Mrs,
Talbot's entrance, but when the tap tap
of a cane horvalded her father shostepped
lightly down the aisle, mot him at the
door, to which Jack Talbot had led bhim,
and took him to his aconstomoed pluce
in the pew next the pulpit, She sat
down by him there, regardless of Mr,
Topmuark’s imploring looks, his beckon-
ings and wildly significant grimaces,
She did not even shake hor head, but
sat holding her father’s band and now
and then patting it softly until tho ser-
mon began,

She had said to her father that morn-

fng, in the face of her gallant: *‘Daddy,
don't think I care particularly to go
with Mr. Topmark. On the contrary,
I"m afraid the ride will turn out a cost-
ly luxury when he comes to set a price
on the tobacco thia fall, but I do want
dreadfully to make n lot of other women
mncomfortable. Widows and maids of
all ages will be setting caps at him to-
day, and I intend ho shall not so much
a8 look at one of them,"

“Now, ain’t she jost the beat of all—
brighter s heap 'n new money?'’' Mr.
Topmark had said in the father's ear.
‘“No, Miss Rob, honor bright, the trip
shan't be wath no mo' ter me 'n jest tho
plensyer of it, that I cnin't valyer in
dollars an cents, But ef you'll help me
git the wife I want when I como ter
want her—why, give you my word the
ole gentleman here shall git twiot the
price fer what grows in the place that
anybody else'll give."'

*‘Now, just listen!'" Rob had retorted.
“Daddy, I think Mr, Topmark is afraid
of the big, grown up young ladies and
is practicing his pretty speeches on me, '

**No doubt, no doubt, " her father had
answered, laughing mildly. Yet he was
troubled. Ho did not like his daughter
to be geen in such company, but to for-
bid it ontright was a piece of rudeness
ho would not venture upon now that
the matter had got #o far, Of counrse
thero could be no more to it than
piece of the ebullient folly normal to
the estate of mew widowerhood, Rob
was §0 young, 80 whimsically full of
pranks, it had no doubt seomed to her
an excellent jest to go along with him,
Doubtless other women would, as she
said, pull oaps for him now that he was
said 1o be rich and growing yearly rich-
or, but Rob—the thought was absurd,
Only ho must eantion her against re-
peating her freak, though all her world
must seo that it was only a freak.

As the preacher rose to give ont the
opening hymn Mr. Topmark got up and
moved across to bis proper mapsouline
sphere,  He was the moral of grinning
though sheepish delight.  Jack Talbot,
coming in with the other men, folt 8
raging desire to knock him down ns they
two mot in the nisle
walking just bohind Jack, gave ont o
stifled snicker and dropped into o near
sent, whispering loudly to his noxt neigh-
bor: “'Geel Oircns ain’t a patohin ter
thia fun. Wouldn't take 82.50 cash
maoney for the sight or Jack Talbot look-
in cross oyed ot olo Top an ole Top bis-
#0'f aotin the lovyer. Richest thing in
soben counties,  Ho's got it awfal bad,
Why, Miss Rob Me(iregor can make him

Toddy Barton, |

mind jest Yiko ho was her littlo fioe
dawg. Nice girl, she ia  Always did
like her. "T'ween you an me an the gate-
post I could cut olo Top ont''—

“You better hush, Ef you lie that
a-way whar Juck kin hear er ole Topknot
either, it wou't bo good fer you,' Ted-
dy's gossip auswered in bisown sibilant
key. "Er fool an blind'd know, Ted,
Miss Rob never seen the duy she'd eben
step on you, not ef you got down in tha
path for her ter walk on. ™

Such rotorts merely made Teddy
smilo. He was g0 much the ertist in his
lying the bare exercise of his capacity
was joy enough, and be bad not really
the lenst i1l mind toward Rob. He
thought indeed she looked distinetly
charming there, holding the old man’s
hand and watching him solicitously
throughout tho sermon. But Mrs, Win-
fold, who had come late and fustered
to church, confided to her seat mate be-
fore the minister had comse to “‘second-
ly:"' ““That girl is doin all that fer jest
nothin but effect, makin out like she
keers so muoh fer her pore blind old fa-
ther. As for my part, I don't see how
er man a8 well behaved as Mr. MoGreg-
or oan bring hisself ter profane the
house of God by settin that way on the
women's side."’

The seat mate was devout, but hu-
man, and she owed Mrs. Winfold a day
in the social harvest of disagreeable
speeches, Behind her fan she whispered
loudly in that lady’s astounded ear:

“Why, a little while back it looked
like your brother would be sittin there,
too, an fer just the same resson—to be
by that vixen of s Rob MoGregor. '’

The basket meeting with which the
*‘protracted effort'’ of Bethel church al-
ways began was easily the leading socinl
event of a Walnut Creek summer. Still
Mrs. Winfold had not meant to be there,
certainly not after she knew that Alice
would bo safe for the day in the bosom
of the Talbot family. A dinner credit-
able to her housewifery and bher daugh-
ters meant the gpending of time and sub-
stance for which she saw no use. But

She ignored both,
at the last minute Nina bad demanded
to be brought; hence her mother's late
arrival and ignoranes of her brother's
full into Rob's snare,

The minute servien ended, sho made
for him, saying in her meockest voice,
from which she tried vainly to keep o
tenrful shake: .

“Drother, I—I hope you nre well this
benu-ti-ful day. Why didn’s you bring
thew dear littlo angel children with you
ter church?'’

YHub, I hod other fish ter fry!"* Mr.
Topmurk eaid airily, trotting sfter Rob
us she led bher futher to the thick shade
wherae Uncle Allen and Mam Liza await-
ed them with the dinner buskets. When

the old man began to ask: *Daughter,
where are the Tulbots? Maybe they can
spare us Jack''— Mr. Topmark broke
in with an oily smirk: *“Oh, la, Sis
Barah's got the whole Talkot gang by
the nose, but ef yon want things done,
sub—why, I ain’t gone nowhar, an you
may take me forsecurity in any amount
—yes, any! No harm shan’t come ter
Miss Rob now ner never ef she'll listen
ter we. "’

The last words were in Rob's ear, too
low for other hearing. She, too, seemed
not to hear them. She did not flush or
turn away her head, Mam Liza, on her
knees, unpaoking the three big baskets,
looked up to say quickly: ‘‘Honey, yan-
der go ole Miss Payne an her two gals.
You run an tell dem ter come ent wid
olo marster, Mayby you don't 'members
it, but dey wuz his bes' friends 'fore
dee tooked an buyed dat place so far
way orost de creek.’’

“I'll bring them,'’ Rob eaid, darting
away. Mr. Topmark tried to follow, but
sho waved him back, saying: '‘Eat your
dinner, sir. I am going to hunt up 20

lo- L}

“As of you wa'n’t takin my heart an
appetite with you!"" he began in gallant
) test. ““Yon ain't no business ter

pave me. You know I jest come here

for the sake er talkin ter you. They
| ain't nothin else in the world would
| make me willin ter Jose mayby §25
wuth o'cr Sunday trade''—
| *“*Youohad better go and save it,"" Rob
broko in. *‘Here, Mam Lizu! Give Mr,
Topmark his dinner, guick! CGet the
| best in the basket,” Then tohim: **Youn
must go, I shall not talk to you any
maore, and I ghall not go home with you,
Thank you formy ride in that beauntiful
new rig. Thaok you, too, for Jetting me
mako people open their cyes so, But
don't wait, It is not the least use. '’

“I won't, my young lady,”” Mr. Top.
mark muttered to himself, Then he said
alond: “'Ef you wa'n't—wuell, you, Miss
Rob, I'd git mad us Tocker, Iwounldn't
take whnt you jest now tole me from
nary ‘mother livin woman, But you
onin't bluff mooff, Itell you that right
now '

*“Oh, Idon't want to bluff you off! If
I did, I shonld not try words, Nothing
short of dynamite could possibly do
that,” Rob said, smiling tranquilly, ns
she walked away. She had still tho sense
of being outside berself, of watching »
donble who langhed and jested and evon
got a doll amusement from Topmark's
nnties what time her real self was in
the depths of woe., She began to feol,
too, that ghe must be rid of him at all
hazards. 8o she almost ran aftor Mre.
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Payne, who had been her mother's dear-
est friend, and, s0 long as they were
close neighbors, Rob's own especial prov-
idence,

She was a big woman, with a placid,
pinky face, nlmoest without wrinkles,
under beantiful, white hair, Her two
daughters were tall and ns thin as the
mother was plump, though they had the
same fine bluo ¢yes and wholesome, sun-
ny smile, As they shook hands with Mr,
MceGregor he said o little anxiously :

“So that girl of mine found yon in
spite of the crowd. I hope you are going
to help mo keep her in bounds today. "’

“Never you mind about this girl. I
remember hor of old—ihe best bad
child and worth any thre ones
that ever trod shoe leather, '* Susan, the
elder of the Payne girls, said heartily,
“I'm so glad, Uncle Robert, to find ber
just tho same. It's refreshing to en-
connter auybody who dares to be nat-
ural. I don’t think girls were meant to
bo like lnmps of putty, ready and wait-
ing to be crushed in sny orevios handy. "

“No, Ldon't like that sort,"" Mr. Top-
mark interposed ns gallantly a8 & man
might with his wouth full of cheese
cake. Miss Payune looked him over from
head to foot, then eaid carvelessly :

I should think girls would scarcely
interest a gentleman of yoor nge. "

“I have not seen you before since
your unspeakable loss, Mr. Topmark,"’
Mre, Payne interposed mildly, *'So I
must suy how I sympathize with you—
#0 gudden and terrible and so entirely
unforesecn, Your wife was, I think, 20
yeara youngoer than yourself. "

“Yes, poor Lonisa,  She was ns good
a wifo ug ever man bhad,"" Mr, Topmark
said, reddening faintly, *'Still, Mrs,
Payne, 1've near got over my grief. But
1" that louesome I don't mean tor ba
long without somebody in her place,

A minute of heavy silence, und then
everyhody began talking at once and
very fast.  Under cover of it Mr. Top-
mark shuffled away, As heshook up the
bay trotter he gave a low, contemptu«
ous whistle, suyying to himself: “I'm
glad I spit it out, Dut, Lord, how they
looked, liko I'd szid I was er borse thief,
An fer jest nothin at all, Poor Louisa
i8 08 dead as ever she'll be, "

CHAPTER X.

If disappointment, like death, loves a
ghining mark, it is casy to comprehend
tho thing which befell Mr. Topmark’s
refulgent head. But one customer re-
warded his thrifty home coming—a
small lad, very black, wvery impisgh,
clothed only in o shirt and sunshine.
His errand was to buy 6 cents’ worth
of coal cil, yet he lingered n good hour
in talk and left Mr. Topmark with cold
shivers playing up and down his spine,

For Bud, the small darky, lived with
his parents vpon Roscoe plantation and
was garrulously full of Aunt Phomy
and her powers, A random word here
and there let the storekeeper know that
there was belief among the blacks that
ghe had “laid magic’ against him which
bad some way recoiled on his wife’s in-
nocent head. No eause was assigned,
yet his own consciousness and what
should have been his comsclence easily
supplied one. Year in, year out, he had
bought their crops, weighing them to
his own profit and paying for them in
merchandise. It was in such traffic that
his prosperity was rooted. Even if he
bad dealt fairly it wonld have made him
rich. With loug weight and seant mens-
ure the store was a veritable gold mine.

Yot all his riches might not avail to
#mve him from the enomy walking and
working in darkness. As the boy trot-
ted away Mr. Topmark set his teeth,
muttering: "*Dead man conjure, eh? Ef

thut ole hag— I must sot Teddy an
rome more boys at her. They'll fix hor
80 she won't never hurt me ergin, Wisht
she didn't live at Roscoe, though, 8'pose
Miss Rob found it ont? Lord, the fool I
am erbout that gal! I little thought how‘

things wounld turn the night I''—

Homething in the glass fronted lettor
bex nailed to oue pillar of the porch
eought his eye. Topmark's was not o
postoffice, The nearest one, indeed, was |
15 v imilea off, and folks who went to ibl
€0 sob purpese had a neighborly habit of
Lunging whatever lay in wait thers for
any near regident and dropping it in the
box ns they rode home past the store,
Bo Mr. Topmark was not surprised to
&ea o poerawled envelope inside the box,
yet when he had got it ont and opened
it his hands shook eagerly ns he romd:

“My part is dowo. Now yon do yours
fame way, The boar with er painter’s
hide. "

After ho had road it throo times ho 1
Bove a long whistle; then eaid, half |
aloud: ““In thnt case, my frien ba'r, I
better bo fixin ter do er Jittlo scratohin
for myself. With the olo mar' an the
colt gone thar ain't oxr thing she could
raise er dollar on, The niggers own tho
stook they vgork, Them waz olo Allen's |

«mules ter thY carringo terday, I do hope |
#ho'll hear reason, but 1'm mighty *feaid |
she wan't. Anyway, I better have Law- |
yer Howel] right hero on the pot,””

As the sun dipped and the shadows |
grew long and black across the grass he

sat wrapped in decp thought, his cyes
hardly noting the waning of the day.

| Ho gave n great start indeed. Then Lu- |

ley orept up to him, holding baby Jin-
ney by the hand and with Annie tagging
to her fwkt

“It's po lomesome without mother!"
gho said. “‘Pa, 1 come ter nsk mightn't
I work on my ocrochet edgin?”

“Why, no. This is Sunday, an Sun-
day belongs ter tho Lord,”" Mr. Top-
mark said, ronsing himself and bogin.
ning to play with his brood in dm
fatherly fashion. But Luley was not to
be silenced, )

““Peddy s=ays yom make him work
Sandays'— elio began,

Her father cnt short her specch, *“Ted.
dy ain't fit fer nothin in the world but
ter lie an sell proods, ™" he said.  **Now,
Lauley, you liston at me''—

“The bad man will get Luley fer
waorkin, I know he will,”" Annis inter.
rupted, ©£he was her father's favorite,
far and nw. 7 the prettiest of the three,
with her biy blue eyes and yellow curls
and o woy £ho had of looking confiding-
Iy up in the faco of whomsoever she
would cajole. Now, as she serambled
into her 1u1her's arms, she Inid ber head
against i<« ek and said in her wisest
voloe: “*Yos tho ole bad man will git
Luley sure Aot Sarnh eays so, an she
says shio Lopes he'll get Miss Rob Me-
Giregor too

“IInl il ehe say that? I cain’t be«
levo it.  1it, George, come ter think
of it now, [ roockon she did,”’ My, Top-
mark suid, vising and shaking himself,
“QOome vn 1or the house, children,'” ha
went on, ‘‘An, Luley, here's the gtore
key. VI unyhbody hollers, you open the
door un weic 'em ter wait till Teddy
comis, [locain't bo long now. I've got
ter writo ev lotter. Then—well, I think
I'11 ride np an geo your Aunt Sarah, "

The lerter writing ought not to have
taken loug——it was o mighty brief epis-
tle—hut Me. Topmark sat a good hour,
weighing vach word and phrase of it
“It's ey tioklish thing ter manage,’" he
muttercd, *‘Igot ter cover up my tracks,
Shegnus’ think I'm a-doin my level best
ter gavo (.o ole man from worry, an I
reckon eho won't need ter be told that
nono er thom jacksnipe lawyers thar in
town won't tnke no csso for nobody
much of they know me an my money is
on tho other side er it. I mus' think
luek is with me. It come over we this
mornin a8 woe drov erlong, ‘S'pose tho
other gal an Sister Aunis was ot moet-
in terday an had choosed ter say things
erbout how { come thar an who 1
fotched?" I got roun tho olo womnn onsy
when gbo attneted mo. That's one good
er Toddy belir sech er lier, That Mag-
nolyer is er pickyer. I'd marry her iner
minit of wu'n't fer—well, havin gal
children like I've got—that is, of co'se,
ef T hadn't never goon that devilish littlé
'rigtocrat that haos elenr bowitehed me,
I'd tako her with jest the clothes she
stands in quoicker'n I would any other
woman no matter whut she bronght me.
But the Roscoo pluce! I'vo wanted that
fer 20 years. I onght ra'ly ter have it,
seein how I jind it on my upper side,
Still it don't make up fer the differunco
in them two, thongh be hanged ef I
don’t sorter beliove I'd have as hard ey
row ter hoe courtin Magnolyer—pretty
nigh, that is—as the little one.

When' tho letter was duly signed and
sealed, Mr, Topmark got npon his late
wife's ambling saddle horse and went
pacing off to seo his sister and his niece.

He found the Winfold family, molted
of fino plumage and comfortably slip-
pered, upon their back pinzza. **Why,
where's Jack?' he demanded before he
even sat down. ‘‘Alice, yon musin't
quarrel with that boy. I'd ruther know
you was goin ter marry him than that

.’;':




