
mint jest Yikb ho was hor littlo fleeMr. Flanders Talks ROB M'GREGOR.
day, or upon fino ones led him abroad
to refresh himself with sunshine and
sweet air. Nor was tho burden of their
scant affairs by any means bo light as it
looked from tho outside. She kept up
fuithfully to tho blind man her fiction
of prosperity, and success in it meant
standing always between him and the
outer world. The decadence of their for
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CHAPTER IX.

Jack scarcely beard the long guffaw
that went np from tho gazing crowd.
Somehow he reached the vehicle just aa
Mr. Topniark clambered heavily down
from it. Hob was making to follow him,
her little foot lightly poised, both hands
held out after a childlike fashion ebo
had. Jack shouldered himself between
her and her proper escort, took her al-

most in his arms and set her upon tho
ground. Tbe audacity of it half par-
alyzed Mr. Topmark. Ho began to soowl
darkly, then broke into a wry grin, say
leg:

"Now, see here, Jack, that ain't jest
egzactly the fa-a- r thing, but I cain't
quarrel with you. You're so much er
older man 'n me I'm bound ter treat
you respectful ef you do git in my way. "

'Thank you. I feel very much in
plaoe just sow," Jack said, keeping fast
hold of Rob's hand. It was small and
gloveless, neither white nor soft, but
thrilling to tbe finger tips with the sub
tlest vital essence. Something in the
touch of it set him all Ha
was taken aback when it was drawn
steadfastly from his clasp and dropped
at its owner's side.

"Where 13 Mr. McGregor?" Jack
went on, standing ohvtinately close.

"Oh, daddy'H c pg in the carriage 1"
Mr. Topmark retui.it il, with a leering
wink that mado Jack ache to throttle
him and sent a hot, painful red into
Rob's cheek. She had been very pale- -as

pale almost as her old white frock
that, in spito of its shabbiness, could
not mask her youthful grace. But she
had not tried to make herself in any de-

gree fine, though she might reasonably
have known herself tho focus of all eyes.
She wore the narrow brimmed black
straw hat that had been her best for
three years. There was a black ribbon,
too, about her little waist and a fall of
old thread lace at the neck of her gown.
It left the round throat bare, though
every other woman there had swathed
herself to the chin.

For part of Rob's eccentricity was
that she preferred to be out of tho fash-

ion rather than to spend her time mak-
ing over her few scant frocks. Mrs.
Winfold said it did seem to her tbe
greatest piece of laziness tho way. Rob
McGregor was always three years be-

hind the style. But Rob never looked at
anything from the Winfold standpoint.
Besides her abundant leisure, which
that model woman bemoaned as a snare
of satan, was not, after all, so very
abundant.

Rob read to her father for hours eacli
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dawg. Nice girl, sho is. Always did
like her. 'Tween you an mo an tho gate
post I could cut olo Top out"

"You better hush. Et you lie that
whar Jack kin hear er ole Topknot

either, it won't bo good fer you," Ted
dy's gossip answered in his own sibilant
key. "Er fool an blind d know, Ted,
Miss Rob never seen tho day she'd eben
step on you, not ef you got down in tho
path fer her ter walk on."

Such retorts merely mado Teddy
smilo. lie was so much tho rrtist in his
lying the baro exercise cf his capacity
was joy enough, and ho had not really
the least ill mind toward Rob. Ho
thought indeed sho looked distinctly
charming there, holding tho old man's
hand and watching him solicitously
throughout tho sermon. But Mrs. Win
fold, who had como late and flustered
to church, confided to her seat mate be-

fore the minister had come to "second
ly:" "That girl is doin all that fer jest
nothin but effect, makin out liko she
koers so much fer her pore blind old fa-

ther. As for my part, I don't see how
er man as well behaved as Mr. McGreg
or can bring hisself ter profane tho
house of God by settin that way on the
women's side."

The seat mate was devout, but 'hu-
man, and she owed Mrs. Winfold a day
in the social harvest of disagreeable
speeches. Behind her fan she whispered
loudly in that lady's astounded ear:

"Why, a little while back it looked
like your brother would be sittin there,
too, an fer just the same reason to be
by that vixen of a Rob MoGregor."

The basket meeting with which the
"protracted effort" of Bethel church al-

ways began was easily the leading social
event of a Walnut Creek summer. Still
Mrs. Winfold had not meant to be there,
certainly not after she knew that Alice
would bo safe for tho day in the bosom
of the Talbot family. A dinner credit-abl- o

to her housewifery and her daugh-
ters meant the spending of time and sub-
stance for which she saw no uso. But

She ignored loth.
at the last minute Nina had demanded
to bo brought; heuco her mother's Jate
arrival and ignorance of her brother's
fall into Rob's snare.

The minute service ended, eho made
for him, saying in her meekest voice,
from which sho tried vainly to keep a
tearful shake:

"Brother, I I hopo you aro well this
beau-ti-fu- l day. Why didn't you bring
them dear littlo angel children with you
ter church?"

"Huh, I had other fish ter fry!" Mr.
Topmark said airily, trotting after Rob
as she led her father to the thick shado
where Undo Allen and Mam Liza await-
ed them with tho dinner baskets. When
tho old man began to ask: "Daughter,
where are tho Talbots? Maybe they can
spare us Jack" Mr. Topmark broke
in with an oily smirk: "Oh, la, Sis
Sarah's got the whole TaUot gang by
tho nose, but ef you want things done,
suh why, I ain't gone nowhar, an you
may take me for security in any amount

yes, any! No harm shan't come ter
Miss Rob now ncr never ef she'll listen
ter me."

The last words were in Rob's ear, too
low for other hearing. She, too, seemed
not to hear them. She did not flush or
turn away her head. Mam Liza, on her
knees, unpacking the threo big baskets,
looked up to say quickly: "Honey, yan-de- r

go olo Miss Payne an her two gals.
You run an tell dem ter come eat wid
olo mare ter. Mayby you don't 'members
it, but dcy wuz his bes' friends 'foro
dee tooked an buyed dat place so fur
way crost de creek."

"I'll bring them," Rob said, darting
away. Mr. Topmark tried to follow, but
the waved him back, saying: "Eat your
dinner, sir. I am going to hunt up 20
people."

"As ef you wa'n't takin my heart an
appctito with you!" he began in gallant
protest. "You ain't no business ter
leave mo. You know I jest come here
fer tho sako cr talkin ter you. They
ain't nothin else in tho world would
make me willin ter lose mayby $25
wuth o'er Sunday trade"

"You had better go and save it," Rob
broko in. "Here, Mam Liza! Give Mr.
Topmark his dinner, quick! Got the
best in the basket." Then to him: "You
must go. I shall not talk to you any
more, and I shall not go home with you.
Thank you formyrido in that beautiful
new rig. Thank you, too, for letting me
mako pcoplo open their eyes so. But
don't wait. It is not tho least use. "

"I won't, my young lady," Mr. Top
mark mutterod to himself. Then ho said
aloud: "Ef you wa'n't well, you, Miss
Rob, I'd git rand as Tucker. I wouldn't
take what you jest now tole mo from
nary 'nothcr livin woman. But you
caiu't bluff mo off. I tell you that right
nowl"

"Oh, I don't want to bluff you off! If
I did, I should not try words. Nothing
short of dynamite could possibly do
that," Rob said, smiling tranquilly, as
sho walked away. She had still tho sense
of being outsido herself, of watching a
double who laughed and jested and even
got a dull amusement from Topmark's
antics what timo her real self was in
tho depths of woo. Sho began to fool,
too, that she must bo rid of him at all
hazards. So she almost ran after Mrs.
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Teachers should carefully note tbe content
of this, circular ana preserve it ror ruture use.

DATES Or EXAMINATIONS.
Regular, Corunna, August 20th and 31st, 180(1.

Special, Owoso, October iftth and ltith, 1896.

Regular, Corunna, March 85th and 80th. 1897.
Special, Owosso, June 17th and 17th, 1897.

All examinations will begin at 8.30 a. m.,
standard time

Applicants for third grades will write upon
geography, theory and art and school law the
first half day; grammar, physiology and read-
ing the second caif day; arithmeilo, penman-
ship and history the third half day and civil
government and orthography the fourth half
day. Applicants for first and second grades
will write upon geography, theory and art and
school law the first half day; grauimar, physl
ology, algebra and reading the second half day:
arithmetic, history and penmanship the third
half day, and civil government, physics and
ortography the fourth half day. Applicants for
first grades will write upon geometry, general
history and botany on Saturday.

The above schedule will be strictly followed.
REQUIREMENTS.

For third gradeB an average of seventy Is
required, with not less than sixty-fiv- e in any
branch; for second grade an average of seventy-fiv- e

is required, with not less than seventy in
any branch ; for first grade an agerage of eighty-fiv- e

Is required with not less than eighty in any
branch.

Applicants shall use legal cap paper and
write with pen and ink.

Applicants for first and second grades who
pass in part of the branches may at the
next examination in the remainder. After fail-
ing in two consecutive examinations they must

in all brancecs. Applicants for third
grades who fail In part of the branches must re-

write In all branches.
CAUTION : Special certificates will be grant-

ed only when legally qualified teachers cannot
be secured Persons who wish to teach must
attend an examination.

O. Ii. HiusTOTi, Commissioner.
J. N. Cody, Examiner.
J. A. Thompson, Examiner.

Corunna, Aug. 7, 1"M.
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tunes touchod her nearly. For all her
bravery, her own ragged horse furnish-
ings and the shabby old oarriago in
whioh sometimes she rode abroad were
engines of torture. Yet every year or so,
when her father insisted that the vehi-
cle be refurbished, she acquiesced duti-
fully, made a pretense of sending it
away, and six weeks later had it driven
to the door, smelling of the fresh var-
nish sho herself had brushed over it,
with cushions beaten to puffy lightness
and straps and tassels set in new places.
Then the blind man said, with a little
laugh:

"Next time, darling, you must have
a brand new equipage, for, after all,
equipage is truly the test of gentility.
If shabby, it stamps you either a nig-
gard or a pretender. Clothes hardly
matter, so they be clean and suitable
and not vulgarly fine."

Memory of such speech gavo an edge
he did not dream of to Mr. Topmark s
leering, significant laugh. But she
stood very upright and walked toward
the church door between the two men.
When she reached tho step, each put out
a hand to help her. Sho ignored both,
sprang lightly upon the big stone, step-
ped insido an ijvalkod almost tho length
of tho aisle, Mr. Topmark making
strenuous etTorta to fan her over her
shoulder. Usually she slipped into the
first vacant pew. Today Bhe was fiercely
amused in the thought of making the
Whole congregation gape and staro.
When at last sho sat down, it was in
such wise as to leave room beside her
for her adorer. It was wholly against
the most rigid convention of tho occasion
that any man should sit beside a wom-
an, but Mr. Topmark was unable to re-

sist tho tacit invitation of her glance.
Ho plumped down upon the hard wood-
en scat so ponderously that a shiver ran
through tho guzing throng. From the
door Jack noted it and sworo under his
breath. But Miss Winfold, though she
dropped her eyes and mado a pretense
of distress over the general tittering
about her, said to her own hoart: "Oh,
the littlo fool !. Isn't she doin beauti-
fully just the thing I meant her to do?"

Then she settled herself into a poho of
sevoro devotion, head bowed, eyes fast
on the hymn book. Through the window
she had seen tho Talbot carriage driving
up. Sho meant Mrs. Talbot to be able
to point with pride to the difference be-

tween her favorite and that flighty Rob,
who sat, regardless of time and place,
pouring a flood of merry nonsense into
Mr. Topmark' s delighted ear. Miss
Winfold thought sho must bo possessed.
Sho had no comprehension of tho agony,
the gnawing pain at the heart, which
mado it necessary that Kob shrmld laugh
and chatter if she would save herself
from shrieking.

Rob took no heed whatever of Mrs.
Talbot's entrance, but when the tap tap
of a cano horulded her father sho stepped
lightly down the aisle, met him at tho
door, to which Jack Talbot had led him,
and took him to his accustomed place
in tho pew next tho pulpit. She sat
down by him there, regardless of Mr.
Topmark's imploring looks, his beckon-iug- s

and wildly significant grimaces.
Sho did not even shake her head, but
sat holding her- - father's hand and now
and then patting it softly until the ser-
mon began.

She had said to her father that morn-

ing, in the face of her gallant: "Daddy,
don't think I caro particularly to go
with Mr. Topmark. On tho contrary,
I'm afraid tho ride will turn out a cost-
ly luxury when he conies to set a prico
on the tobacco this fall, but I do want
dreadfully to make a lot pf other women
uncomfortable. Widows and maids of
all ages will bo setting caps at him to-

day, and I intend ho shall not so much
as look at ono of them."

"Now, ain't sho jest the beat of all
brighter a heap n new money?" Mr.
Topmark had said in the father's ear.
"No, Miss Rob, honor bright, the trip
shan't be wuth no mo' ter me 'n jest tho
pleasyerof it, that I oain't valyer in
dollars an cents. But ef you'll help me
git the wife I want when I como ter
want her why, give you my word tho
olo gentleman hero shall git twict the
prico fer what grows in the place that
anybody else'll give."

"Now, just listen!" Rob had retorted.
"Daddy, I think Mr. Topmark is afraid
of tho big, grown up young ladies and
is practicing his pretty speeches on me."

"No doubt, no doubt," her father had
answered, laughing mildly. Yet ho was
troubled. Ho did not like his daughter
to be seen in such company, but to for-

bid it outright was a pieco of rudeness
ho would not venturo upon now that
tho matter had got so far. Of course
there could bo no more to it than a
piece of the ebullient folly normal to
tho estato of now widowcrhood. Rob
was so young, so whimsically full of
pranks, it had no doubt seemed to her
an excellent jest to go along with him.
Doubtless other women would, as sho
said, pull caps for him now that ho was
said to bo rich and growing yearly rich-
er, but Rob tho thought was absurd.
Only he must caution her against re-

peating her freak, though all her world
must see that it was only a freak.

As tho preacher rose to give out tho
opening hymn Mr. Topmark got up and
moved across to his proper masculine
sphore. lie was the moral of grinning
though sheepish delight. Jack Talbot,
coming in with tho other men, fort a
raging desire to knock him down as they
two mot in tho aisle. Teddy Barton,
walking just behind Jack, gavo out a
stifled snicker and dropped into a near
scat, whispering loudly to his next neigh-
bor: "Gee! Circus ain't a parchin ter
this fun. Wouldn't take $3.50 cash
money fer tho sight cr Jack Talbot look-i- n

cross eyed at olo Top an ole Top his-so- 'f

actin tho lovyer. Richest thing in
bo ben counties. He's got it awful bad. '

Whyv Miss Rob McGregor can make him

Agents

Payne, who had been her mother's dear-
est friend, and, so long as they were
close neighbors, Rob's own especial prov-
idence.

She was a big woman, with a placid,
pinky face, almost without wrinkles,
under beautiful, white hair. Her two
daughters were tall and as thin as the
mother was plump, though they had the
same fine bluocyes and wholesome, sun-
ny smile. As they shook hands with Mr.
McGregor he said a little anxiously:

"So that girl of mine found you in
spite of the crowd. I hope you are going
to help mo keep her in bounds today."

"Never you mind about this girl. I
remember her of old tho best bad
child and worth any threiood ones
that ever trod shoo leather, " Susan, the
elder of tlie Payne girls, said heartily.
"I'm so glad, Uncle Robert, to find her
just tho same. It's refreshing to en-

counter anybody who dares to bo nat-
ural. I don't think girls were meant to
be liko lumps of putty, ready and wait-
ing to be crushed in any crevice handy."

"No, Idou't liko that sort," Mr. Top-mar- k

interposed as gallantly as a man
might with his mouth full of cheese
cake. Miss Payne looked him over from
head to foot, then said carelessly:

"I should think girls would scarcely
interest a gentleman of your ago. "

"I have not seen you beforo since
your unspeakable loss, Mr. Topmark,"
Mrs. Payne interposed mildly. "So I
must say how I sympathize with you
so sudden and terrible and so entirely
unforeseen. Your wife was, I think, 20
years younger than yourself."

Yes, poor Louisa. She was as good
a wifo as ever man had," Mr. Topmark
said, reddening faintly. "Still, Mrs.
Payne, I've near got over my grief. But
I'm that lonesome I don't mean tor bo
long without somebody in her place, "

A minute of heavy silence, and then
everybody began talking at onco and
very fast. Under cover of it Mr. Top-mar- k

shuffled away. As ho shook up tho
bay trotter he gavo a low, contemptu
ous whistle, saying to himself: "I'm
glad I spit it out. But, Lord, how they
looked, liko I'd said I was er horse thief.
An fer jest nothin at all. Poor Louisa
is as dead as ever she'll be. "

CHAPTER X.
If disappointment, like death, loves a

ihining mark, it is easy to comprehend
tho thing which befell Mr. Topmark's
refulgent head. But one customer re-

warded his thrifty homo coming a
small lad, very black, very impish,
clothed only in a shirt and sunshine.
His errand was to buy 5 cents' worth
of coal oil, yet ho lingered a good hour
in talk and left Mr. Topmark with cold
shivers playing up and down his spine.

For Bud, tho small darky, lived with
his parents upon Roscoe plantation and
was garrulously full of Aunt Phomy
and her powers. A random word hero
and there let the storekeeper know that
there was belief among the blacks that
she had "laid magic" against him which
had some way recoiled on his wifo's in-

nocent head. No cause was assigned,
yet his own consciousness and what
should have been his conscience easily
upplied one. Year in, year out, he had

bought their crops, weighing them to
his own profit and paying for them in
merchandise. It was in such traffic that
his prosperity was rooted. Even if he
had dealt fairly it would have made him
rich. With long weight and scant meas-
ure the store was a veritable gold mine.

Yet all his riches might not avail to
save him from tho enemy walking, and
working in darkness. As tho boy trot-
ted away Mr. Topmark set his teeth,
muttering: "Dead man conjure, eh? Ef
that ole hag I must set Teddy an
some more boys at her. They'll fix her
bo she won't never hurt meergin. Wisht
she didn't live at Roscoe, though. S'nosa
Miss Rob found it out? Lord, tho fool I

'

am erbout that gal ! I little thought how
things would turn the night I"

Something in rho glass fronted letter
box nailed to one pillar of tho porch
canuht his eye. Topmark's was not a
Twsiofilco. Tho nearest ono, indeed, was
l:- - miles off, and folks who went to it
t .' sot purpose had a neighborly habit of
I. ringing whatever lay in wait there for
any near resident ami dropping it in tho
box ns they rodo home past the store
So Mr. Topniark was not surprised to
see a scrawled envclopo insido the box.
yet when ho had got it out and opened
it his hands shook eagerly as ho read :

"My part is dono. Now you do yours
name way. Tho boar with cr painter's
hido."

After ho had read it threo times ho
gavo a long whistle; then said, half
aloud: "In that case, my frien ba'r, I
better bo fixin tor do er littlo scratchin
fer myself. With tho olo mar' an the
colt gono thnr ain't er thing eho could
raiso er dollar on. Tho niggers own the
stock they vxrk. Them waz olo Allen's
mules tor tho carriago terday. I do hope
eho'll hear reason, but I'm mighty 'fraid
she won't. Anyway, I better havo Law-- 1

yer Howell right hero on the spot"
As tho sun dipped and the shadows

grew long and black aoross the grass he
sat wrapped in deep thought, his ryes
hardly noting tho waning of the day.
lie gave a great start indeed. .Then Lu-- 1

ley crept up to him, holding" baBy Jin-ne- y

by tbe hand and with Annie tagging
to her frpek.

"It's so lonesome without mother!"
she said. "Pa, I come ter ask mightn't
I work on my crochet edgin?"

"Why, no. This is Sunday, an Sun-

day belongs ter tho Lord," Mr. Top-mar- k

said, rousing himself and begin-

ning to play with his brood in decent
fatherly fashio:i. But Luley was not to
be silenced.

Teddy say3 yon make him work
Sundays" sho began.

Her father cut short her speech. "Ted-
dy ain't fit fer nothin in the world but
ter lie on sell fjoods," he said. "Now,
Luley, you listen at mo"

"The bad man will get Luley fer
workiu. I know ho will," Annie inter-
rupted. Gh:i was her father's favorite,
far and rwij tho prettiest of tbe three,
with her bi blue eyes and yellow curls
and a way eho had of looking confiding-
ly up in the faco of whomsoever she
would cajole. Now, as sho scrambled
into her t::t!itr's arms, she laid her head
against iii- - : nek and said in her wisest
voioe: "Yes, ihoolo bad man will git
Luley Fr.rr Aunt Sarah says so, an 6he
says she hones he'll get Miss Rob Mc-

Gregor tco. "
"IIo! DM nue say that? I cain't

it. Dv;t, George, como ter think
of it now, I reckon sho did," Mr. Top-mar- k

f aid, rising and shaking himself.
"Cc:no ji ler tho house, children," he
went on. "An, Luley, hero's the store
key. Ef anybody hollers, you open the
door na n?!: 'em ter wait till Teddy
comcfl. IIo cain't bo long now. I've got
ter writo cr letter. Then well, I think
I'll rido up nn seo your Aunt Sarah."

The Inter writing ought not to have
taken lourr it was a mighty brief epis- -

tie but Mr. Topmark sat a good hour,
weighing each word and phrase of it.
"It's er ticklish thing ter manago," ho
muttered. ' 'I got ter cover up my tracks.
Shores' thiuk I'ma-doi- n my level best
ter savo t!.o olo man from worry, an I
reckon Eho won't need ter be told that
nono cr them jacksuipe lawyers thar in
town won't take no caso fer nobody
much cf they know mo an.my money is
on tho other side er it. I mus' think
luck is with mo. It come over mo this
mornin as wo uruv erloug, 'S'poso the
other gal an Sister Aunis was at meet-i- n

terday un had choose d ter say things
erbout how I como thar an who I
fetched?' I got roun tho olo woman easy
when sho attactcd mo. That's ono good
er Teddy haht sech er lier. That Mag-noly-

is er pictyer. I'd marry hcriner
minit ef wa'n't fer well, havin gal
children liko I'vo pot that ia, of co'se,
ef I hadn't never Foen that devilish little1

'ristocrat that has clear bewitched me.
I'd tako her with jest the clothes she
stands in quicker'n I would any other
woman no matter what she brought me.
But tho Roscoo place! I'vo wanted that
fer 20 years. I ought ra'iy ter have it,
seein how I jind it on my upper Bide.
Still it don't mako up fer the diffcrnnco
in them two, though bo hanged ef I
don't sorter believo I'd havo as hard e;
row ter hoe courtin Magnolyer pretty
nigh, that is as tho little one."

Whenthe letter was duly signed and
sealed, Mr. Topmark got upon his late
wife's ambling saddle horse and went
pacing off to seo his sister and his niece.

He found tho Winfold family, molted
of fino plumage and comfortably slip-
pered, upon their back piazza. "Why,
Where's Jack?" ho demanded before ho
even sat down. "Alice, yon mustn't
quarrel with that boy. I'd ruther know
you was goin ter marry him than that
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