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Oregon Dairymen's Association will

meet at Hillsboro, Ore., Dec 16-18.

Four valuable bulletins have just

been issued by the Washington State

Experiment Station. Pullman. You can
get any or all of them free Dy writing

Director E. A. Bryan, Pullman. Or-
der by number.

No. 50, "A Preliminary Report on
Glanders," by Dr. Sofus B. Nelson.

No. 51, "locating Orchards in Wash-
ington."

No. 52, "Planting Orchards in Wash-
ington."

No. 53, "Nursery Stock for Wash-
ington Orchards."

The last three are by Prof. S. W.
Fletcher. Don't forget to send for
them right away.

Jno. A. Balmer's apple talk in this
issue is worth a dollar of any fruit
man's money. For the beginner it is
especially valuable information and
worth the price of several year's sub-
scription to The Ranch. Note, also,
with what refreshing candor he ex-
presses his opinion!

It is stated by an authority that has
been giving some attention to the
question of the Post Check Currency

that if business men and business or-
ganizations urge the passage of legis-

lation to provide it the action of Con-

gress can be secured at the next ses-
sion. That being the case there should
be a general call for that action.

The Post Check Currency means
simply the printing of circulating

notes in such form that the holder en-
dorsing a note in his possession can
convert it into a draft payable only to
the person named in the endorsement.
This will do away with the loss of
time, annoyance and expense of a
journey to secure a money order every
time that the sending of a small remit-
tance is necessary. The saving to the
public will immensely outweigh the
slight increase in cost to the govern-

ment, and the loss of revenues from
money orders. There should be a
strong representation to cogress in
favor of the bill. Citizens should re-
quest their representatives in congress
to see that more convenient money is
furnished the people.

Dairy Commissioner McDonald is

now busily engaged in preparing his

biennial report to the Governor. He

is sending out blanks to all creameries
and cheese factories and dairies to be

filled in and returned to him. This
report represents a great deal of care-
ful work, and when compiled will con-
tain valuable information relative to
the dairy industry of the state.

It is a rule of The Ranch, in com-
mon with all other reputable journals,
that no communication will be pub-
lished unless signature of the writer is

attached. Uusually, anyone who sends

an unsigned communication to a paper

has not the fortitude to make his as-
sertions openly. Almost always such

letters are attacks and abusive of some
person or concern, against whom the

writer has a real or imaginary griev-

ance, and he seeks to strike a blow

from the dark. He is a coward of the
most cringing type. We have no re-
spect for a man who cannot flght his
battles openly and aboveboard. All of
which is introductory to a communi-
cation received by us, and in order to
give space for publication of same, we
break our rule for this once. Here it
follows:

Editor The Ranch :
I want to write a piece for the benefit

of the farmers or dairymen, as we all
know, or ought to know, how awfully we
are cheated by our creamery men. How
can they get rich making butter for two
cents a pound and hire six or seven men,
and. as I understand, they pay their book-
keeper $1,800. besides all their other men
from $2.50 to .s.'{ a day, and the men on tk«
road soliciting $8 a day and expenses? I
talked to one man. and he was honest
enough to own he could not pay such wages
and make anything at it, beside making
cans vary from two to five poupnds on a
can. It seems strange it will vary so much
for them and does not for us. We can
churn ten gallons week after week, and it
won't vary one pound, and I made them
own they had no better test than the churn.

Now, if you are going to charge three or
four cents per pound for making this but-
ter, say so; but don't steal enough to pay
expenses and get rich off of us poor farm-
ers. We can't get rich off of our cream, and
don't hire any help, either. You're stealing
every day, and the farmers just sit still
and let you do it. But if some poor man
would come along your streets and steal a
loaf of bread, the "cop" would run him in.
Oh, well, he is a poor man and has no
stand-in, and perhaps you belong to church
and wear a cloak. Quite a number are mak-
ing butter instead of letting the creamery
men make it, for then they get what is in

Mr. Editor: Please word this right and
print it in your Ranch. I am getting tired
of being robbed. SUBSCRIBER.

Redmond, Wn.

The above are grave charges. If
they are true we want to know it. If
any creamery in this state is robbing

its patrons, in the manner described,
we. will, upon receipt of information,
ourselves have the proprietors prose-
cuted to the full extent of the law. The
Ranch would make every effort to con-
vict anyone guilty of such practices.
But what we want are not a lot of wild
surmises, but specific statements. Give
us something to base our prosecution
on. And sign your name!

It is reported from various markets
that the effect of the recent legisla-
tion regarding oleomargarine and pro-
cess butter has been to greatly curtail
the sale of both. Process butter men
declare that the effect has been dis-
astrous on their business, especially on
the exportable surplus of this butter.
We think the great mass of dairymen
will not find much fault with this re-
sult. While the maker of poor butter
may not so readily sell it as formerly,
the maker of good butter will not find
process butter taking his trade away
by means of an article that masquer-
ades as fresh-made creamery butter.
The present law merely prevents fraud
and should have the support of every
honest man.

THE RANCH.

LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE.

By Hon. E. A. Bryan, President Washing
ton Agricultural College.

In the last number of The Ranch
my eye fell upon the title "The Dark

Side to the Farmer's Life." There is

a dark side to the farmer's life, as
there is to any life, perhaps, though

we do not hear so much of it in these
prosperous times. But there arose in
my mind a contrasting picture of "The
Bright Side of a Farmer's Life," as I

saw it illustrated in one happy home
last summer. It was a small farm in

one of the fertile and pleasant valleys

of Western Washington where for one
night I was a guest. The good, hard,
gravel roadway ran along the edge of
the valley and on one side of it was
the house and houseyard, on the other
side lay the farmyard and the broad,
level farm itself. It was a good, whole-
some, comfortable farm house, and
within it the simple furnishings, the

magazines, the books, the musical in-
struments —everything showed good
taste and a love of home. Best of all
two sturdy sons, and three daughters

blooming into young womanhood,
blessed a father and mother who were
evidently happy in their possession. I
watched the boys at their work car-
ing for the fine dairy herd, or carrying
pails of the warm, foaming milk from
the separator to the pig trough, and
they did not seem to think it drudgery,

but did the work with that alertness
and dispatch which showed their deep

interest in it. I watched the young

women as they separated the cream
and cleaned the separator and they

did it as gracefully and with as much
apparent pleasure as an hour or two
later they presided at the piano. In
the dewey evening, I took a delightful
walk with the owner through the barn-
yard and across the broad meadow.
We stopped and chatted about the
stock and his plans for their manage-

ment. He told me of his newly con-
structed silo. We crossed the sweet-
scented hay field, just cut, to see the
field of roots beyond. The wheat was
in shock and the delightful odor swept

up to us on the evening wind. We
heard the lazy tinkling of a cow-bell
from an adjoining pasture. The sound
of joyous laughter floated across the
meadow from the farmhouse. It was a
beautiful scene, filling the senses with

pleasure. As we wandered back
through the meadow, while the even-
ing shadows were falling about us, the
happy owner of this beautiful farm
told me the history of its development

out of the primeval wilderness into its
present order, and productiveness. He
was deeply interested in his work and
happy in it and in the healthy, happy
family who with him were engaged in
that never-ending but ever delightful
task of creating a beautiful home. It
was the bright side of the farmer's
life which I saw there. With intel-
ligence and virtue I do not see why it
should not in our land be the custom-
ary life. Certainly it was in strong
contrast to the intense struggle, the
harsh rivalry and petty ambitions to
outshine one's neighbors in display
of wealth which so often makes city

life a burden.

Be a booster for The Ranch. We
will pay you with a steadily improv-

ing paper.

If you can't be a booster for The
Ranch, be a knocker; advertise us
somehow.

If you help The Ranch it willhelp
you.
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Rubber stamps
Commercial Stamp Works

42 SCHUERMAN BLK.
SEATTLE, WASH.

Ship us your

Hides and Wool, Pelts, Furs and Tallow
BISSINGE^ A CO. SEATTLE,

J. M. HIXSON & CO., Inc.

Commission : Merchants
Goods handled strictly on commission . We do

not buy anything. Consignments solicited. Re-
turns made promptly.

821-823 Western Avenue . • - SEATTLE

Send your HIDES FURS, WOOL and PELTS to
H. F. NORTON & CO., SEATTLE
Wool Pullers and Tanners, Highest Cast Prices
Prompt. Returnr. Aircnt* for 7.<»nnlpiim Mh 'S^'P.

KODAKS
We are Seattle Agents for Eastman
Kodaks, Century, Poco and Premo
Cameras. JJSB
C. W. PARKER & CO.,

We do not send a receipt for sub-
scription remittances received. .It
would cost us a good deal of money
for postage, and take up a great deal
of extra time. It is not necessary, as
the tag on the lable shows the date to
which the subscription is paid.


