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HEAP TALK.
There is a duel to the death on be-

tween Elwood Mead and George H.
Maxwell. It is over irrigation. One
is a United States officer, Mr. Mead

being chief of irrigation investigations,
of the Interior Department, while the
latter until the last irrigation con-
gress was president of the National
Irrigation Association.

Mead asserts that Maxwell acted
in bad faith, and accused him of oppos-
ing the national irrigation act. He
claims that Maxwell is actuated by
personal animosity, and attacked the
department because possibly of “sour
grapes,” and both men mix up over
land leases and tchnical things hard
for one not acquainted with the facts
to understand. As likely one or both
of the principals will attend the
Oregon Irrigation Convention, it as-
sumes greater interest.

Whatever the points of difference,
the following language, expressed by
Mr. Mead in an open letter to the
delegates, and just issued, is plain
enough to be understood. It says:

“Judging from the fervor with which
Mr. Maxwell now supports the nation-
al irrigation act and attacks those
whom he claims opposed it, one
would suppose it had, from start to
finish, received his unswerving sup-
port.”

Mr. Mead then quotes Mr. Maxwell
as saying, in his paper, about the act,
among other things: “The whole move-
ment is a scheme of speculators and
landgrabbers to loot the national
treasury for selfish, private profit.”

“The 17 Western members,” con-
tinues Mr. Mead, “who framed the
national irrigation act can answer for
themselves whether “the whole move-
ment was a scheme of speculators,
ete. That is Mr. Maxwell's statement,
not mine. If I had said it, T would
have expected to be charged with op-
posing the bill, and would have been
chary about charging opposition on
the part of others.

“For more than four years Mr. Max-
well has been before the country as
the head of the National Irrigation
Association. He has maintained ex-
pensive offices in Washington, D. C.,
and Chicago. He has carried on a
correspondence bureau from Chicago,
and run a press bureau and published
a paper in Washington in which he
has praised his supporters and abused
those whom he dislikes. He has giv-
en his entire time to his propaganda.
It is fair to ask who has furnished the
money for this censorship of Congress
and public officials, and what has been
the real influence which controls his
activities. The San Francisco Chron-
icle answers these questions editor-
ially as follows:

“‘George H. Maxwell, of San Fran-
cisco, who has been prominent in the
National Irrigation Association for
years, is the uncompromising foe of
the bill, and declares it cannot pass.
The organ of the Irrigation Asso-
ciation has published an article
against the bill, and this is being used
by the Eastern enemies of irrigation
to show that the Western people do
not agree among themselves. It is
quite time that this so-called “Irriga-
tion should be unmasked. It
is an association of five transcon-
tinental railroad lines, each of which
contributes $6,000 per annum to the
concern, and it is nothing else what-
ever. Its agent is this man Maxwell,
who spends money lavishly in Wash-

ington and elsewhere, ostengibly for

the *“association,”” and we challenge
the proof that the association has
ever received any income worth men-
tioning except from the treasury of
these railroads. If it is a public asso-
ciation, maintained in the public in-
terest, why does it not issue the finan-
cial statement usual in such societies?
[t does not dare to print such a finan-
cial statement, and it cannot be in-
duced to do so. This is no secret. It
is well understood at Washington.’

“l am informed,” continues Mr.
Mead, ‘“that substantially the same
charges were made before a Congress-
ional committee. Mr. Maxwell has
never publicly denied them, and I
know that he cannot truthfully deny
some of them.”

The writer goes on to declare that
now, since the irrigation act has re-
ceived such popular favor, Mr. Max-
well is claiming credit, and repre-
sents that he has entire charge of the
irrigation work in the West; in fact,
is encouraging the belief that he “is
a sort of foster-child of Uncle Sam,
and whatever he says goes with his
gifted parent.”

Again Mead says: “This explanation
is made because of a belief in the
work being done by the Agricultural
Department, and that to have it mis-
represented and misunderstood would
be an injury to the whole country, be-
cause of a belief that Mr. Maxwell’s
present activities are altogether sel-
fish, and that they threaten the work-
ing of a beneficent measure. An un-
derstanding and investigation of the
questions I have raised is desired with
myself and all those connected with
the irrigation work of the Agricultural
Department.”

It will be seen from the f{oregoing
that the department is considerably
aroused over the attacks of Mr. Max-
well, and just where the controversy
will end is problematical. The
chances seem favorable toward some
of the spirit of the enmity creeping
into the Oregon Irrigation Congress
soon to be held.

HOW TO KILL SMUT.

There was a fairly large attendance
of farmers at the state experiment sta-
tion last week to witness the experi-
ments conducted by the station staff
in treating wheat to kill the smut
growth, and deep iinterest was mani-
fested in the work that means so much
to the farming interests of eastern
Washington.

For the conducting of the experi-
ments, which were under the super-
vision of Prof. Beattie, a lot of badly
smutted red chaff wheat was pur-
chased from a local warehouse, this
being divided into a number of lots,
each lot being accorded different treat-
ment, the various lots then being
planted under like conditions in plats
on the station farm, the soil and loca-
tion of each plat being identical.

All the wheat was treated by fan-
ning as it is handled by the average
farmer, and plat No. 1 was seeded with
this wheat untreated for smut. Plat
No. 2 was seeded with wheat treated
by the hot water method; No. 3 with
the formalin in trough; No. 4 with
formalin sprinkled; No. 5 with vitriol
in trough; No. 6 with vitriol in barrel,
and No. 7 with wheat soaked for 12
hours in a weak solution of vitriol.

Experiment No. 5 was conducted by
Hon. Lillis F. Smith, in the manner
advocated by him, and No. 6 by Mr.
Kittzmiller, after his method, each of
which has proven successful on the

Quart Baby.

Now and again there is an item in the
newspapers concerning the birth of a
puny baby so small that a quart cup
holds it comfortably. If the article told
all the facts it would probably tell also
of a mother who in weakness and misery
1:ad looked forward to the baby’s advent
with shrinking and fear,

To have fine, heall’1y children the
msother must be healthy, and it is the
common testimony
of mothers that the
use of Dr. Pierce’s
Favorite Prescrip-
tion not omly pro-
motes the mother’s
health but also gives
her strength to give
her child.

“Favorite Pre-
scription” accom-

lishes these results
y tranquilizing the
nerves, promoting a
healthy  appetite,
and giving refresh-
It increases physical vigor

ing sleep. al
and gives great muscular elasticity, so
that the baby’s advent is practically

painless. It is the best of tonics for
nursing mothers.

«I gladly recommend Dr. Pierce's Favorite
Prescription,” writes Mrs. J. W. G, Stepheus, of
Mila, Northumberfand County, Va. ‘“Before
my third little boy was born I took six bottles.
He is the finest child and has been from birth,
and I suffered very much less than I ever did
before. I unhesitatingly advise expectant
mothers to use the ‘Favorite Prescription.’”

The dealer who offers a substitute for
“Favorite Prescription” does so to gain
the little more profit paid on the sale
of less meritorious medicines.

Dr. Pierce’s Common Sense Medical
Adviser, containing 1008 pages, is sent
Jree on receipt of stamps to pay expense
o’ pumailing only. Send 31 one-cent
stamps for the cloth-bound volume, or
only 21 stamps for the book in paper
covers. Address Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buf-
falo, N. Y.

farms of the gentlemen named, and
explanation of which has been given
in previous articles.

The growth and harvest of these
various plants will be watched with
deepest interest by everyone in east-
ern Washington, where the smut prob-
lem is of such great importance, for
it is hoped that the time is near when
some successful remedy will be found
for the smut disease which causes
the loss of thousands of dollars every
year.

The college, in line with experiments
already made, recommends the treat-
ment of seed wheat by using the
formalin in trough, as in experiment
No. 3. In a bulletin just issued, this
method is given as follows:

“Make a large tight watering
trough. The size will depend upon
the amount of grain to be treated at
one time. The larger the trough the
more quickly and economically the
grain can be treated. A trough 12
feet long, two feet wide and two feet
deep will treat more than 20 bushels
of wheat at one time. Make up the
formalin solution at the rate of one
pound of formalin to 60 gallons of
water. Do not make it stronger than
one pound of formalin to 45 gallons
of water, or you will kill your wheat.
Partly fill the trough with this solu-
tion.

“Pour or shovel the wheat slowly
from the sacks into the trough, so
that the wild oat grains and smut
balls will separate out and float. Skim
these off. Getting rid of the wild
oats is usually worth a cent or two a
bushel to the farmer. Add more solu-

tion and more wheat until the treugh
is nearly full.

L.et the wheat remain

THE SEATTLE CONSERVATORY OF
MUSIC, INC.,, ARCADE BUILD-
ING, SEATTLE, WASH.

Dirctors: Frederick Wm. Zimmerman,
W. Vaughan Arthur.

The Conservatory instructs in all
branches. Trains and educates those seek-
ing a Musical Education, after the best
:nelhods of formost European conservator-
es.

The Faculty includes some of the leading
artists and musicians .of America.

We have a stage and auditorium with a
seating capacity one thousand.

Certificates, Diplomas, Medals and De-
grees given after completing the studies.

SEND FOR CATAD%GUE.

All business communications should be
addressed to Secretary Seattle Conservatory
of Musie, Arcade Building, Second Avenue,
Seattle, Wash,

Keep. your Eye
on the Golden
Northwest

Fruit & Vegetable
Canning Co.

It has a future.

BALFOUR, GUTHRIE & CO,,

201-2-3 Balley Bullding, Seattle

GRAIN DEALERS

Shipping, Commission
Importers of oreba, hop cloths, grain bags
twine, etc. Balfour Guthrie & Co., San Franci
co,Portland, Tacoma,

BALDNESS

Positively - cured. Package
25¢, postpaid. Trial treat-
ment, 10c silver. Booklet sent free.

(Agents wanted.) Salviae Specific Co.,
Dept. 22417 Mason St., San Francisco, Cal.

PATRONIZE HOME INDUSTRIES

Especially when you can buy cheap-
er than from eastern concerns. Our
big illustrated mail order catalogue
free.

PUGET SOUND SUPPLY CO., Seattle,
Wash.

RIPANS

I had nervous indigestion and a gen-
eral derangement of the entire system.
It had been a continual torture for 12
years. My blood became very poor and
at times my toe and finger nails would
be diseased. After eating I would sit In
a chair and put my feet on something
to keep them from swelling, and at
times would take off my shoes for the
misery I had. Whenever I experience
anything to remind me of past aches 1
cannot be too elated to tell what Ripans
Tabules have done for me. I still take
one now and then; because I know how
bad I have been. They were just what
I needed.

The Five-Cent packet is enough for an
ordinary occasion. The famlily bottle,
60 cents, contains a supply for & jcas.

At dregglets,

CURED. TRUSS FREE, You

RUPTUR! ray $4 when cured. No cuse no

pay, ALEX SP1ER 8,Box 845, Westbrook, Maine,

All we want is your dollar
for The Ranch.




