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Poultry Interests_ BY H. L. BLANCHARD.

Overfed and Had Insufficient Exercise.

An Ellensburg correspondent writes
as follows:

"I wish to write you in regard to
some joung chickens I am having
trouble with. They are incubator
hatched, full blood Black Minorcas. I
only had a few and as the weather
has been cold I have kept them in
the house in a box 18x24 inches. Have
always kept them warm and at night
covered them in a small basket. Thirty-
six hours after hatching I gave hard
boiled egg for two days; then bread
made as directed in poultry book.
Kept water to drink and sharp sand
on paper in bottom of box. They
seemed very bright and strong un-

til about two weeks old, when all but
one or two were ailing with a weak-
ness which seemed to come on sud-
denly. At first they commenced, to
totter around and to sit down mostly,
as if the legs were very weak and
they seem to grow a little worse and
sometimes the toes seem to draw up
a little but straighten out again. They
act as if they would soon lose use of
the legs. Now, can you tell me the
cause and a remedy, if there is one,
for the trouble, as I hate very much
to lose them?"

We apprehend that the trouble in
this case comes from over-feeding and
lack of proper exercise. That the
chicks were hatched well and got a
good start is evident. But the man-
ner in which they were so carefully
cared for in the house precluded the
"scratching for their living," as Na-
ture requires of them. If not too late,
no doubt the trouble can be overcome.
We would advise a change of diet and
manner of feeding. Avoid mashes
and Johnnycake and feed dry small
grains of wheat, hulled oats, sifted
cracked corn (a little) and any other
small seeds at hand. Provide a scratch-
ing place, the floor of which is to be
covered with two or three inches of
chaff from the hay loft and mangers.
Scatter in this chaff a little grain
three or four times a day, so that
they will have to scratch for what
they get. Give them a little fresh
sandy earth with a little green grass
on it for them to work upon. Keep
fresh vater before them, and, at their
age, in a room where the temperature
is about 50 to 60 degrees with tem-
perature of the brooder about 70 to
75 degrees. Throw to them a bit of
meat now and then, "Keeping fresh
green food, such as grass or roots,
before them all the time. In case
they do not begin to improve very
soon use in their drinking water
twelve tablets of nux vomica and sul-
phur comp. 2x to each pint of water.
It is to be hoped that this corres-
pondent will save her chicks that she
justly prizes so highly.

"It Pays to Advertise."
Mrs. H. M. Lichty, of Rnnnyside,

says: "It pays to advertiseT I have
sold all my fancy Barred Rock cock-
erels and at fancy prices. The best
birds were most in demand. My first
pen eggs are $2 a setting and I am
making an offer to home breeders of
first pen eggs on shares that they
should consider. It is a sure proposi-
tion, sure to make money for both
parties." Mrs. Lichty was carrying an
advertisement in The Ranch last win-
ter, but received so many orders she
had to discontinue the advertisement
along toward spring.

$67.50—5t. Louis and Return—s67.so
Tbe Oregon Railroad & Navigation Co.

will sell tickets at above rate, three days
each month, May to September, good tor 90
days, account of the Louisiana Purchase Ex-
position. This line and connections form
the shortest route to the East and Southeast.
Tickets also sold via Salt Lake and Denver.
Excellent service and fast time. Full par-
ticulars at (JOB First avenue, Seattle. E. E.
Ellis, General Agent.

More Si ro Suggestions.
(H. L. Blanchard.)

THE RANCH.

Mr. Herbert Dykers, of Oak Harbor,
writes as follows:

"Iam contemplating the building of
a silo and have seen your name in
recent communications in regard to
building and the operation of such
structures. I would be more than
pleased to have your opinion of the
plan I will submit: I have the ad-
vantage of having a side hill, or rather
a steep bank on the side of a ravine,
about 20 feet deep. I can go four
feet in the bottom of said ravine with-
out interference of water. My inten-
tions are to make the silo 15x30 feet,
having the basement made of stone
to the height of six feet, the super-
structure to be made of 2x6x25. How
many hoops will it require and how
far apart? Will there be any advant-
age in having hoops in three lengths
and pass same through studding 6x6,
instead of using lugs to tighten same?
Could the silo be made air tight by
having the studdings groved and cavi-
ty filled with tow and tar used freely?"

We cannot see any advantage in
Mr. Dyker's building his silo in the
ravine, unless it should be that the
ravine happens to be the best loca-
tion for same, with reference to the
feeding place of the silage. It has
a disadvantage in this, that the sur-
face water naturally drains towards
the silo, and further, that generally the
work of filling can be done to better
advantage on a site that is compara-
tively level. Mr. Dykers omits to give
the location of his barn in relation to
the proposed site for the silo, which
fact ought always to be kept in mind
when selecting the site for the barn,
as well as the silo. Silage is mostly
fed out at that season of the year
when mud and water are in super-
abundance; especially is this true in
the Puget Sound region. Therefore,
the comrenience of getting the silage
to the manger is all important, and at
the same time have the silo outside
of the barn. The proposed height, 30
feet, is very desirable, especially if
the material is to be put in uncut, as
it has been clearly demonstrated that
from 40 to 50 per cent, more tonnage
can be put into a silo when cut than
when uncut.

The lug hoops are all right, and
ought to be about two feet apart at
the bottom and farther apart as you
approach the top when four feet apart
is as near as need be. The silo,
no doubt, could be made temporarily
air tight in the manner suggested, but
with the shrinkage of the staves from
dry weather effects, the tow would
likely become loose and admit air, and
possibly be in the way sometimes of
tightening the joints by the use of
the lugs on the hoops. A neighbor
built a stave silo last summer of 3x6
staves, in which the workmanship was
of the best; the same was at once
filled, with the best of results. Up-
wards of ten feet of silage yet remain
unfed, and yet, thus early in the sea-
son, daylight can be seen between the
staves from the top down nearly to the
silage. Such was our experience with
the stave silo. We corrected the trou-
ble, to our entire satisfaction, and in
the manner detailed in the last issue
of The Ranch. In our opinion the ce-
ment silo is likely to prove the most
satisfactory in this climate.

One of The Cheapest Silos Built.
(By the Editor.)

When the silo was first suggested,
years ago, it was the general opinion
that it had to be absolutely air-tight,
but most people seemed to forget
about the large amount of moisture
there would be in the silage and that
this moisture would quickly close up
every air hole. Today those who have
had extended experience with the silo
do not worry themselves about mak-
ing the structure strictly air-tight, but
for good effects they of course try to j
make it as air-tight as the materials j
at hand will permit. The chief dim- j
culty In keeping the silo air tight the J

Potatoes Wanted
WE BUY OUTRIGHT. CASH.
NO COMMISSION CHARGED.

Carload lots or better. Parties having potatoes will do well to

write, wire or telephone for prices.

Murray, Childs & Co.
WHOLESALE PRODUCE DEALERS.

Railroad Aye. and Pike St SEATTLE, WASH.

APPLES —HAY—POTATOE?
Write to RICHEY & GILBERT, Toppenish, Washington, for prices

on all kinds of baled hay, Yakima burbanks and fancy apples.

year around is the alternate wetting
and drying up of the timbers. Since
the silage keeps the timbers moist and

as the silo is air-tight as long as the
timbers are not allowed to get dry and
shrink, the question of making it air-
tight need not bother the builders very
much.

I have seen so much discussion of
the silo and its air-tight qualities late
ly that I shall give an account of a
couple of silos that I often helped to
fill. I was living in South Dakota at
the time, and the larger of the two
silos was the second structure of the
kind ever erected in that state. The
first silo built in South Dakota was
erected by the same man who built
these two. It was a very large, square
silo, built inside of a large barn and
costing several hundred dollars. Its
capacity, so far as I can remember,
was about 240 tons. I believe the
builder secured his ideas as to its con-
struction from C. P. Goodrich, of Wis-
consin, and H. B. Gurler, of Illinois.
It was a great success, but as the
owner gained experience he decided its
construction was too expensive and
too carefully done, all things consid-
ered. He figured out that a round silo

Rolling Stone Poultry Ranch
BREEDING OF

S. I. BROWN LEGHORNS EXCLUSIVELY
Nine years special and select breeding.

Cockerels for sale, $1.50 and $2 eacb. Eggs,
$1 for 15 ; $5 a hundred. Eggs after Feb-
ruary 15th.
Wm. VanUenburg, Mi. Vcrnon, Wash.

QUEEN ANNE POULTRY YAKDS.IS32-stb
Aye. West. Seattle. White *\ agauriottes.White
and Urown Leghorns, Uarred Rocks. Eggs
and Stock at reaaonoble prices

BEE KEEPERS'
SUPPLIES

THE VERY FINEST
MANUFACTURED BY

G. B. LEWIS CO., Watertown,
Wis., U. S. A.

NORTHWEST AGENTS:

LILLY, BOGARDUS & CO.,
Seattle, Wash.

BUFF AND WHITE ORPINGTONS
White Wyandottes White MinorcasBARRED AND WHITE ROCKS
Pekln Ducks Buff Pekln Bantams

WINSMERE POULTRY
YARDS

E. Albertson, Prop., Box 564, Seattle.
Yards near Houghton. Correspond-

ence Solicited.
Stock for sale. Eggs: Orpingtons,

$5 per setting; Buff Orpingtons, pen
2, Wyandottes and Bantams, $3; Wy-
andottes, pen 2, and all other pens,
$2; Ducks, $1.50.

My Orpingtons are New York prize
winners and were purchased from Mr.
Cook, the originator, directly after
exhibition. Others prize winners and
from prize winning stock.

THERE ARE NONE BETTER

OAK HARBOR POULTRY RANCH
Eggs for sale. Pure bred White Wyan-

dottes and Black Minorcas; eggs $1.50 per

MRS. W. F. IZETT, Oak Harbor, Wn.

THE HIGHLANDS
Barred and White Plymouth Rock Eggs,

$2.00 per Setting.
Twenty Pure Bred Scotcb Collie Pup-

pies, now ready to ship, at $10 and up,
either sex.
H. W. ILLIMAN,Hartford, Wn.

Blanchard's Poultry
A high average egg record has been

the chief aim in building up this poul-
try plant. Some of the pens are netting
us as high as $3.00 per hen per annum,
at market rates for eggs.

An exceptionally fine lot of Cockerels
and trios of the following breeds for
sale at reasonable prices:

B. P. Rocks, White Rocks, S. C. Brown
Leghorns and Black Minorcas.—Satisfac-
tion guaranteed.—Eggs in season. The
Blancbard Poultry Book free with each
order.

Eggs for Incubator hatching, $5.00
per hundred. Sittings of 13, $1.50.

H. L. Blanohard, Hadlock, Wa»h.

Eggs 50 Cents a Dozen
That is the price in Seattle in the winter

time. Get your eggs from a good winter-
laying strain, so you can have winter eggs.
Eggs and fine breeding stock for sale. B. P.
Rocks, White Rocks, Light and Dark Brah-
mas, Langshans, White and Brown Leg-
horns, White Wyandottes, Black Minorcas.
Eggs, $2 for 15; $8 for 100; Brahmas, $3
for $15 ; Peking ducks. $2 for 9
TENTOLEENA POULTRY CO., Toledo, Wn.

Catalogue free of the best Brown White
and Buff Leghorns, Minorcas, Brahmas, B. P.
Rocks. FRED A. JOHNSON, 518 S. 35th
St., Tacoma, Wash.


