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To our subseribers: Owing to the ad-
vancing age of Mr. F. Walden and also
to his increasing correspondence, it will
be impossible for him to continue the
answering of personal letters addressed
to him on matters pertaining to fruit
growing. It is with difficulty that the
management of The Ranch has been able
to retain the services of Mr. Walden and
this notice is printed here in this place
so that the subscribers desiring his ex-
pert advice, judgment and criticism on
matters horicultural will understand
that they must look for replies to their
letters in this department. Mr. Walden
cannot undertake to answer such inquir-
ies by mail. Further than this, persons
who are subscribers to The Ranch living
in the Pacific Northwest, can do their
Kastern friends a favor by having them
become subscribers to The Ranch and
readers of this department.

EDITOR OF THE RANCH.

W. N. White, an apple buyer of New
York, has written the following letter
to The Ranch in reply to my article
in the June 1 issue relative to chang-
ing the size of the apple box:

New York, July 21, '08.

My attention has just been called to
your issue of June 1 wherein Mr. F.
Walden writes about the advisability of
changing the size of the apple box.

I have hitherto been a great admir-
er of Mr. Walden’s writings and con-
sidered his views on horticulture to be
equal to anything that I have ever seen
or heard not only in the West but in
the Bast, but I confess I have to dif-
fer with him as regards the present
apple box or rather boxes, because
each particular country seems to have
its own style of boxes. Mr, Walden is
quite correct about tne cubic contents
of the bushel, but that bushel that
he is talking about is the “strick”
bushel measure in the same way as
you would measure a bushel of corn
and run a stick across the top pushing
off all corn that would be above the
rim. Outside of grain all bushel meas-
ures of produce are sold by the “heap-
ed” bushel, and I have known in Eng-
land men gelling to the public bushels
of apples and allowing the customer
to put as many apples on the top of
w.e bushel as could be conveniently
placed there.

Potatoes, onions and apples are sold
all over the country by the heaped
measure; that such heaped measure is
the acknowledged fact, is proved by
the Government figures as to what con-
stitutes a bushel. Outside of bananas,
which come into the country duty free,
every kind of produce has to pay a tax;
that tax on fruit, onions and potatoes
is at per bushel of so many pounds. A
bushel of green apples is 50 pounds, a
bushel of onions is 57 pounds, and a
bushel of potatoes is 60 pounds. Those
weights are recognized in most of the
states in the Union; as a matter of
fact, Wisconsin gives 57 pounds of ap-
ples to the bushel. All boxes in every
state are supposed to be bushel boxes
and it may be that they adopt the
“gtrick” measure bushel. That they
are not the “heaped” or the legal bush-
el is proved by their weights, as their
gross weight does not exceed 50 1bs.,
and the box and paper often goes 8
1bs., and I have seen carloads of some
of these boxes of apples here only
weighing 46-47 1bs. gross. :

What are the understood measure-
ments? In Washington there are two
kinds of boxes used—one box
18x1114x10%%, equal to 2,173 inches;
another box 20x11x10, equal to 2,200
inches. There are also two kinds of
boxes used in Oregon—one 20x10x-
11%, equal to 2,357 inches; another
18x101%x11, equal to 2,174 inches. In
California the box is 20%x11x12, equal
to 2,194 inches. In Colorado the box
is 18x11x12 inches equal to 2,
376 inches, and I am told that in
British Columbia the box is still of
different dimensions. In fact, I have
seen it stated that seven different
sizes of boxes have been seen on the
Seattle market at one time.

Mr. Walden says that “on the Pa-
cific Coast you practically measure
nothing, that wheat, oats and barley
being sold by the bushel are not meas-
ured, but weighed.” If the law of the
land states that a bushel of apples
ghall be fifty pounds to the bushel,
why not have a standard bushel box?

Again: I am rather surprised to

hear Mr. Walden state that “if peo-
ple East do not want to buy our pack
of apples, they can refuse to do so.”
Will Mr. Walden tell me if the East
does not buy the apples, or if the ap-
ples from the West are not sent to
the East, can the West eat all of
them; and, if so, at what price? Poor
argument, Mr. Walden.

It is quite true that the Eastern buy-
ers went over your country last year
and bought thousands of cases of ap-
ples—the writer one of them—but I
venture to assert you will not see so
many anxious people this year as
there was last. At the present time
the growth of apples in Washington
is in its infancy except to a favored
few. Before the Portland Exposition
Washington apples were unknown. At
the present time hundreds of thou-
sands of trees have been planted
yearly, and Washington apples -are
taking up their position alongside of
other states throughout the world.

I suppose Mr. Walden has heard of '

the men who stovepipe their potatoes
and onions. I wonder if he has ever
heard of men in Washington who have
made the boxes to fit the apples, and
by cutting off half an inch from the
ends and sides they have produced a
box of apples to make 5 tiers look
like four-tear fruit. I remember one
man last year that packed four-tier
apples, tops and bottoms, and five-tier
fruit in the center, because the dif-
ference between what he sold at five
tiers and what he sold as four tiers
represented 50c a box. I suppose if
a person went into a shop and asked
for a pound of sugar, he would expect
to get 16 ounces of it, avoirdupois
weight, and not 12 ounces, troy weight.

The writer has been in the apple
business for a number of years before
any apples were grown in Washington
to be sent out of the state, and knows
that the boxes have been gradually
getting smaller and smaller.

Mr. Walden speaks about the pear
box. That is not sold as a bushel,
and the reason that the box is not
larger is on account of the tenderness
of the fruit, the skin of the pear being
more tender than the skin of the ap-
ple; in fact, for pears to be exported
to Europe they are usually placed in
what is known as the half box, con-
taining three layers of pears. In
France, which supplies trainloads of
pears every day to England, pears are
packed in layers, two, three and four
layers, with a division between each
layer.

Mr. Walden is wrongly informed if
he thinks that the bill now before
Congress has been sent there by any
grower in the East. The growers in
the Bast would stove-pipe their goods
and have done so, and it is to prevent
this poor and dishonest packing and
short measure that the buyers have
come together and have said, “We
want an interstate law,” that where
we buy goods outside of our own state,
we shall know the size of the barrel
or the size of the box. We shall know
what we are going to get for our mon-
ey. The question of the amount will
always'be what can be agreed on be-
tween the buyer and the seller. The
seller, if he does not like the price,
need not take it, but the buyer hav-
ing once made the price knows what
he should get by the standard meas-
ure and the standard pack, and that
such a thing is required and is for
the benefit of the country, is proved
by the government regulations now
in existence in Canada and which
have been in existence there for the
past ten years. At one time Canadian
fruit was a byword on the English
market, and owing to the different
styles of packing the good grower that
took particular pains with his fruit
to store and properly pack, found that
he was suffering from the bad habits
of his neighbor who was a beginner
and who took no trouble with his fruit,
simply seiling it as Canadian fruit,
but by so doing lowering the name of
Canadian fruit, and as this fruit was
especially grown for the English mar-
ket, Canada at the present time has
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to export more than two-thirds of her
crop to the English market. The gov-
ernment knowing that a large interest
of the country was bound up in this
article, passed laws to prevent any-
one exporting goods not properly
packed. By doing this they have
raised the standard of Canadian fruit
and a barrel of Canadian apples will
always sell for from 50c to $1 more
than Western New York apples side
by side on the English market,

For a small sum a buyer contract-
ing for a large quantity of fruit in
Canada can call for a government
inspector to oversee the packing of
the fruit and see that he has got
what he bought. The same thing ap-
plies to Australia and New Zealand
and Tasmania. I know of firms in
England who buy large quantities of
hay in Canada, and for 30c a ton can
have every bale examined by a gov-
ernment inspector to see that he got
what he bought.

That other countries are in favor
of upholding the name of their pro-
duce is proved by the laws now in
operation in Denmark, where the bulk
of her butter and farm produce is
trans-shipped, daily to England, and
this government regulation has been
the making of the country. No more
prosperous agricultural country exists
in Europe today.

The bill now before Congress is only
for interstate commerce—your own
local trade can be carried on in any
way you please. I suppose it was the
local trade that Mr. Walden meant
when he talked about the long estab-
lished custom, because, so far as inter-
state commerce is concerned, there
has been very little Washington ap-
ples in the East beyond a few years.
In regulating the box, that does not
mean to regulate the price; prices
will be governed by supply and de-
mand.

Washington fruit will one day be-
come a large factor in the markets of
the East, providing the right sorts
are sent East and the pack is put up
in a proper manner and a regulation
box agreed on. Washington has, in
my opinion, in many parts as good a
soil for the growth of apples as any-
where in America. Some of the grow-
ers do their work in a proper manner;

Others who have not had the experi-
ence can also be educated to do their
work in the same manner; it is only
a question of regulation and system-
atizing. W. N. WHITE.

I have thought it best to publish
Mr. White’s letter in full for fear he
might think he is not treated fairly.
We want both sides of this question
fairly presented and® have no desire
to shut off anyone because he does
not agree with us. But it must be
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Who give the matter of future
returns any thought, are satis-
fied with nothing but the best in
nursery stock.

We are always glad to meet
the particular purchaser, the
man who wants nothing but the
best, and who is willing to be
“shown.” We were never in as
good position to supply large
commercial orchards in unlimit-
ed number as we are this season.
Our plant is perfection itself,
and never before looked as well
at this season of the year.

We invite correspondence from
prospective purchasers and will
gladly welcome visitors to our
nurcery, which is located in the
heart of the Yakima Indian res-
ervation, isolated from old or-
chards or forests.

Salesmen everywhere; more
wanted.

Washington
Nursery Co.

Toppenish, Wash.

A Perfect Box
: Tvpe kLawanst Pgoixcg

make a perfect
Crate ,because we know how—hav-
ing spent our lives in the Lusiness.
We quote the lowest prices because
we are at the heart of the timber
kingdom of Puget Sound and get our
supply from the log direct instead
of from lumber already cut. Let us
quote these prices to you.

EVERETT BOX CO..
Everett, Washington.

Fine Stock of Fruit and Ornamental
Trees. Send for price list. Agents
wanted everywhere. Address
ENGVOLSEN NURSERY CO,,
Pert Angeles Washingten.

THE CASHMERE NURSERIES

CASHMERE, WASH.

We have a fine lot of apple trees,
both one-year and two-year to offer
planters. Also quite an assortment
of small fruits,

All these are grown without irri-
gation

G. A. LOUDENBACK, Prop.

Mark Your Fruit Boxes

GROWN BY

PETER E. NOBLE

WENATCHEE.
WASH.

The above Rubber Stamp and Ink Pad Postpaid

$1.00
Pacific Coast Stamp Works

SEATTLE

PORTLAND

SPOKANE




