
Page

Grange Plan for Good Roads.
Summary of address of C. B. Kegley,

Master of the State Grange, before
the Civic Forum of Seattle, on the
Grange Plan for Good Roads, Aug-
ust 29, 1911.
The good roads dream of the auto-

mobilist—of those who make pleasure
the foundation of their dream —is

painted in such a vivid colors that

many whose desire is honestly for the
welfare of the state are carried away

by the picture and see nothing com-
mendable in the more subdued colors
or the farmers' good roads dream,
which has only utility and public

service of its inspiration.
The farmers' ideal of good roads is

essentially a part of his democracy,

just as the automobilist's ideal is

essentially a part of his aristocracy.

Between the two, as in all conflicts
between aristocracy and democracy,

there is an irreconcilable difference.
The fundamental principle of demo-

cracy is self-government, and it is
from that point of view that the

grange looks at the question of road
building and maintenance. As
farmers, we maintain the right to

manage our own looal affairs in such
matters as taxation and road build-
ing, and resent the interference of

city dwellers in purely local rural
matters, just as we feel that you have

a right to resent our coming into Se-
attle and dictating how streets shall
be paved. The curse of American
State and Local government is that

we have ignored the right of local self
government, with the result, that we
have had farmer legislators legislating

on purely city affairs, and city legis-

lators legislating on rural aHairs, and
we know the miserable mess every

State in the Union has made of it.

All things considered, we want the

best roads that can be had, and we
are ready to listen to any one, from

city or country. who can give us in-
formation or advise us, but we want

no paternalistic method so determin-
ing for us what roads we ought to

have and we are ready to fight if
necessary, in opposition to such

paternalism and to maintain the right

uf each country, or road district, to

determine, in true democratic local

self government way, how the road
shall be built and how maintained.

This is not a new idea hastily de-

veloped in an effort to create preju-

dice against the State aid projects of

our automobilist vacant land owning

friends, but is, and has been for

years, the basic idea in grange good

through and effort.

This shows that automobilists and
farmers are working together in

lowa in this common sense plan of

practical road improvement, and it
also shows how the papers of this
State—of Seattle and Spokane, and
cities along any route, —could co-
operate to make our dirt roads the
best in any State. With that as a
starter he could soon develop a spirit
of state wide co-operation in road
building and it would then be easy to

determine where and bow it was best
to use other methods of road improve-

ment.
The city dweller, as a consumer

of the farm products and as a maker
and distributer of things the farmer
must buy, is vitally interested in the
improvements of county roads. Bad
roads is a big factor in increasing the
cost of living and in reducing profits.
Road improvement according to the
Grange plan is a benefit to all,—city
and country producers and city and
country consumers alike. It means
no discrimination, no special priv-
ilege, but the way made clear for the
construction and improvement of
roads as rapidly as the interests of
all willpermit and as an awakened
public opinion will demand, in strict
accordance with the true democratic
principle of local self governmnt.

The Grange plan has been mis-
represented by those who having
special interest to serve have tried to
get the legislature to pass bills in
every way opposite to it in principle,
and the inevitable result has been the
division of the Good Koads advocates
into two opposing forces. I have no
apology to make for the Grange
position, for we intend to fight it to
a finish along the lines laid down.
We can soon end it with the help of
the city dwellers' votes and can then
get down to real, constructive work.

In this brief outline of the farmers'

position 1 have necessarily passed
over some minor, though in them-

selves, important points. For in-
stance, there is the question of work-
ing convicts on the roads. At the
State Grange meeting that issued
was not raised. The Granges are
considering this matter very care-
fully, but at present—clearly mani-
fested at the meeting of the State
Grange—the question of employing
eourict labor on the roads, and other
measures, important in themselves,
were not allowed to befog tne main
issue, viz., that of State dictation as
to road building, or county option,
and the latter carried by a large ma-
jority.Not only in our own State, but all

over the country, the farmers are
giving road betterment the most

careful study, and we urge the pro-
gressive citizens of the cities, who

gathering together in these civic
forums can do so much to mold public
opinion, to help public education
along the line of the sound democracy

of the farmers' plan, and away from

the undemocratic plan of building

mere pleasure highways at the ex-
pense of the State.

The Grange is for Federal and State
aid for road building, provided it is
made to help the County Option plan,
and not supersede or even mar that
plan by establishing the right of State
or Federal interference. We must
ietain the right of local control over
the roads, and with that as a basis
the right relationship of State Federal
aid can be qickly determined. We
have great confidence in the
new Highway Commissioner Pro-
fessor Roberts, and if he is let to
manage his office, free from the dicta
tion of the automoblist enthusiasts,
we will get results.

If the automoblists must have pub-

lic highways across the State, or con-
necting city with city, let me urge

them to adopt first the plan that is

being so successfully carried out in

my old home State of lowa. 1 have

here a page from the Missouri Valley

Farmer of last May containing a

report of the famous river to river

dragged road, 380 miles across lowa.

In conclusion, if the electorate of
the cities honestly want real demo-
cratic government fur all the people,
the farmers as well as themselves,
and want to abolish special privilege
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and lower the cost of living, let me
urge them to join with the farmer in
working for the full use of roads
when built, by working for that other
important, related reform, a modern

Parcels Post, or Postal Express. With
Good Koads and a Postal Express we
will bring the farm, dairy and garden
riuht to your doors and give yon a
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chance to buyTTthe best the|J farmer
produces at the farmersUPown price.
This is what the Urangeffplan favors
Good Roads and Parcels Po9t will do
for the cities, and we ask in return,
what wiJl the people of the cities do
to help us carry these plans to success.
We want your help. Willyou give it?

Write to advertisers in "The
Ranch."
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