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Fall Fertilizing vs. Spring Fertilizing
To the editor of The Ranch: —

In your issue of November 14th,
page 12, appears Mr. J. A. Pearson's
article en "Fall Fertilizing." 1 have

learned to doubt the wisdom of gen-
eralizing about fertilizer matters and
if Bro. Pearson means his opening
sentence to be generally applied mast
take issue with him. He says "1

have become fully convinced that
they (commercial fertilizers) do the
crop immediately following no good."

He says further on, "I have tried
them exhaustively on rich and poor
land, and without result on the first

crop." Knowing nothing as to the
character of the soils in question 1
can only speak as to the ettect of the
fertilizers used on my own farm dur-

ing the past twenty years.

Twenty years ago 1 began farming
in my present location, shot-clay and
gravelly upland. The first thing that
impressed itself on my mind was the
impossibility of getting satisfactory
crops without added fertility in some
form. Stable manure in sufficiently
large quantities was out of the ques-
tion; commercial fertilizers seemed
the only alternative. In the twenty
years that have elapsed 1 have never
tried to raise a berry or vegetable
crop without fertilizer, except for an
occasional check over. Do 1 obtain
results the first year? Most em-
phatically yes. i frankly admit the
superiority of stable manure when it

can be obtained, but in its absence 1

never hesitate to undertake to raise a
crop of cabbages, corn and potatoes
without anything but oommerical
fertilizers and this on upland too
poor to grow a marketable crop of

potatoes without manure. With some
forms of fertilizer like nitrate of soda,
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Rayo lanterns give the
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They are easy to clean.
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the different potash salts and super-
phosphate the effect is marked and
immediate. In the case of nitrate of

soda applied in spring not later than

June Ist, so far from not helping the

first crop there willbe nothing of it

left to help a fall crop; all the fer-

tilizing element will be consumed.
This willnot apply to bone-meat, tish

or any of the commercial fertilizers

having an animal source, but even
these if properly applied will more
than pay for themselves by their effect
on the first crop. Personally 1 would
never advise applying fertilizers in

the fall except on strawberries, grass
grain or other crops that will take
care of all fertilizer as fast as it be-
comes available.

I have always compounded my own
fertilizers and still prefer to do so as
Ican modify tbem to suit the different
crops and varying soil. I have said
that stable manure is to be preferred
to fertilizers and if forced to choose
between them would take the former,
if 1 could get it; but better results

can, in my estimation, be obtained
by combining the two. Last spring I
raised an excellent crop of early cab-
bage; beads weighing about rive
pounds each, without a pound of
stable manure, and on an adjoining
plot a good crop of early potatoes, by

using a light dressing of stable manure
and about 800 pounds of commercial
fertilizer to the acre. Jn the middle
of the latter plot 1 left two short rows
to which no fertilizer was applied;

the. difference all through the grow-
ing season was marked and at digging
time the yield of these two short rows
was not 50 per cent of the balance of
the patch, taking hill for hill, yet ex-
cept for use of the commercial fer-
tilizer there was absolutely no differ-
ence in the treatment of the crop.

1 could multiply instances like the
above that have occurred during the
past twenty years and my advice to
farmers on shot clay and gravelly up-
land is go slow about fall fertilizing
except on some growing crop. Never
use nitrate of soda until the crop is
up, then use it sparingly and repeat
the dose at intervals of two to four
weeks. Seed all your potatoes and
tru< k patches etc. with rye or vetch
or some other growing crop in the
fall to plow under in the spring. If
any one wants to test this matter for
himself let him take the following:
Superphosphate 300 pounds, fish scrap
or bone meal 300 pounds, sulphate of
potash 100 pounds, nitrate of soda
100 pounds, ground lime stnne 300
pounds. Mix all together, except
nitrate of soda and if for potatoes
apply in hill or furrow at planting
time. Apply 50 pounds of nitrate of
soda as soon as plants are up and
balance about three weeks later. Do
not mix air slaked lime with any
animal fertilizer or manure, if you
are afraid to mix the ground lime-
stone as above, apply separately be-
fore or after planting. Do not let
seed or potatoes come into direct con-
tract with commercial fertilizer, plant
seed first, cover to depth of one-hair
inch or more then apply fertilizer.

There is no question in my mind
but that Bro. Pearson's land is very
different from mine. With me nitro-
gen seems absolutely esssential to
success, yet the quantity needed is
not large. The above quantities are
intended for one acre of potatoes or
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one third acre of cabbage, etc. What
I have said above is intended to apply
to garden crops on shot clay and

gravelly uplands.
FRANK BINNS,

She Iton, Wash.

A filthy hen house is the best breed-

ing place for lice and mites.
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You May Secure
$500 in Gold!
By exhibiting your APPLES at the American
Land (Sb Irrigation exposition to be Held in
Madison Square Garden, New York City,

November 3-12, 1911.

•The Northern Pacific Railway offers a prize of $600.00
in gold for the best 25 boxes of apples— any variety or
varieties, a single variety to a box—competition open to
the world. The conditions are:

The facts regarding the fruit, as asked by the judges,
must be sworn to and attested by two witnesses. The
apples must be exhibited by actual grower or his author-
ized agent. The grower must own the land or be the
proprietor by virtue of lease or crop-sharing system of
cultivation. The competition is not .^open to dealers or any other than bona
fide growers, as heretofore stated. foly^~^%/^\
• Write quickly for circular about this t^f Jss£l
Exposition and the numerous prizes I / jgj&m I
offered for displays of farm products l^\Wsßt •/
and your opportunity to gel KiO acres Wj^^Ay
of Montana land to be awarded by XjJCIrJJ^
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A very common mistake made in

keeping poultry is crowding the fowls

into too limited a space.

Oats, bran and green food are the
best stiumlants to egg production.

Corn is rather fattening for use at

this season.
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Best Wrench in the World, FREE

The handiest tool ever made. Simple
but absolutely dependable. We know

T.i..uPW .wre oehwuii—.| because it is regular-
\u25a0diately grip and hold any nut, pips or 1 , CCkrl J^ r\\ \r c kAr.
bolt, no matter what the shape, condi- ly LlotvVj 111 tJUI ol ILJLJ.
tion, or size may be, from one-quarter \u25a0 __. . "11l j* 1
inch up to an inch aud'a quarter. Jt I hIS Will Df* fllSnlrW-
does this automatiaally without any ll"° VVIII UK^ Ul^^iay
adjusting whatever. It does not matter l i. i.U/2k Fall f^lfC K\ /
how badly disfigured a nut may be, for t?LI Cl I lilt/ 1 Oil IClllo Uy
this wrench willhandle anything, turn- . .. -
ing nuts where a cold chisel seems the Q reDreSentatlVe OF
onlysolution. The harder you pull the i

tighter it grips. The wrench is nine in- XU/^k F?»nrH
ches long. Ifyou could use this wrench 1 1 It/ IVCIIlv.l 1.
just once, you would never be without
om- It sells regularly for $1.00.

We will mail it FREE to anyone sending us
$1.50 for a three years subscription, renewal
or new one. Address
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