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Successful County Fairs
Practically all of the fairs of the

state are over. There has never been
a year when so many successful fairs
have been held on the coast as this.
Prom the agricultural press stand-
point it is unfortunate that so many
aie held so close together, as it is
impossible to either visit all of them
or give them proper descriptions un-
til it would become so late 119 to be
stale news. Possibly some time The
Ration will be able to print pages
enough to give proper write-ups to all
of the fairs as they occur. Prize lists
of these fairs would fillevery inoh of
spaoe in The Kanuh.

Just aa we closed up our forms for
the last issue the Puyallup Fair was
in progress and made a record whioh
has never been excelled. More people
attended this fair than ever before
and the displays were never so good.
This was especially true of the fruit
and vegetable displays, the displays
of women's work and the poultry ex-
hibits.

George Simpson displayed bis Hol-
steinherd and A. P. Stockwell his Ayr-
sbires. E. L. Brewer, a resident of
that county, had his herd of Jersies
and carried off most of the Jersey
prizes.

VASHON ISLAND FAIK.
This was held on the 11th, 12th and

13th of October. The settlement on
Vashon Island is the only settlement
in King county which appears to be
wide awake to the benefits to be de-
rived from an agricultral fair. This
particular section of the county is
devoted largely to fruit growing and
this was in evidence by the beautiful
display of fruits. The long tables
were fairly loaded with the finest
apples, pears and berries ever seen
anywhere. The vegetable display
was a grand one; no better anywhere
in the world. They also had a good
display of stock. Among them was a
bunch of fall blooded Guernseys own-
ed by S. M. Shipley, of Cove. It is
a magnificent herd of this splendid
breed.CHEHALIQ COUNTY PAIR.

Cbehalis county came forward with
their second, bat by far the best fair,
it has held. This county has always
been more famous for its timber in-
dustries than for its agricultural in-
terests, but as the timber has been
cut away the farmer has followed
until there are hundreds of farms on
logged-oft 1 lands. The Chehalis Valley
has been farmed for half a century,
is very fertile and contains some of
the finest farms in Western Washing-
ton.

The fair was held at Aberdeen and
at least 10,000 people were present
during the three days. The display
of horses and cattle were very good.

There was also a splendid display of
poultry. A strong feature of this
fair was the display by the schools of
the Island of which were hard to be
excelled. The young folks took a
great deal of pride in this, and they
were entitled to do so.

MASON COUNTY PAIK.
Mason County Pair proved to be a

winner also. This was managed
almost entirely under the auspices
ot the Grange of the county. To show
the interest they took in it is only
necessary to state that the grangers
contributed labor to get the buildings
and ground in shape, so that in spite
of the increased expense the receipts
for admission covered all the costs
and a small balance is reported to
have been left after paying premiums
in full. This fair had a splendid dis-
play of fruits and vegetables and a
good display of stock.
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WHATCOM COUNTY FAIR.
Whatcom county came forward with

one of the very best fairs ever held
in Western Washington. This was
also a fair in which the grangers took
it upon themselves to sac that it was
made a success. The fair was held
at Lynden, and on one had day more
than 4000 paid admissions.

One of the splendid exhibits of this
fair was the poultry show in which
Lloyd Helderbrand was judge and
general factotum. It was a splendid
show and a credit to Mr. Helderbrand.
Plymouth Kocks Jed in the poulty
show, 57 pens being shown. One of
the strong features of this fair was
the dairy cattle display. B. C. Crab-
tree won honors with bis Jersey herd,
one of the most famous herds in the
country. Mr. Clarkson had a splen-
did herd of Ayrshires, one of the
finest in the state. Mr. Bishop was
also present with his splendid herd
of Holsteins. The hog show was the
finest ever seen in that county. There
were splendid specimens of Durocs,
Berkshires and Poland Chinas.

WHITMAN COUNTY FA IK.
The Whitman County Fair, held
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The Northwestern Mutual Fire As
sociation of Seattle, which has already

saved its polioyholders over $1,000,-
--000 as compared with the rates of

stock companies, has received certifi-
cate from the state department show-

ing that it has made deposit of $50,-

--000 with the state treasurer, whioh
entitles it under the law to issue non-
assessable policies the same as the

stock companies except that its pol-

icies participate in the profits of the

company, and after paying all losses

and expenses and carrying a portion

of the proHts to surplus it is paying
its polioyholders $15,000 per month
in cash dividends.

A WELL-TRIED PRINCIPLE.

This principle of issuing a non-
assessable policy whioh participates
in the profits of the company is the
same as that used by all the great in-
surance companies of America, and

has been the leading factor in making
these companies great. Strange to
say that no mutual flre company has
before adopted this important prin-
ciple. Many of them have larger

assets in proportion to insurance out-
standing than any of the stock com-
panies, and several of them issue
non-assessable and non-partioiating

policies, but the Northwestern Mutual
of Seattle is the tirst company to

issue a non-assessable and participat-

ing policy, thus depriving the stock
company interests of the weapon

whioh they have used with such tell-
ing effect in creating prejudice

last month, was remarkable in the
line display of stock, especially
horses. The success of this depart-
ment was due to the work of George
Palmer, superintendent. The heavy
breeds, Percherons and Belgians were
especially wellrepresented.

The hog display deserved a great
deal of credit also, this was the first
display of Tamworths ever seen in
the county. The Tamworth is praoti-
oally a bacon hog and is being de-
veloped for the farms at the State
College yards at Pullman. The do-
mestic science department of the
Colfax high school made a splendid
showing.

INTERSTATE FAIR AT SPOKANE.

A live management can make a live
fair when the right spot is chosen
The Spokane Interstate Fair seems to
be the proper spot. Secretary Robert
H Cosgrove and President John L.

Smith prepared an exhibition which
was first class in every way both from
an agricultural, educational and
amusement standpoint. Some ad-

verse criticism of the moral tone of

the amusement features has been
made by a newspaper. The writer
did not have time to visit any part
of the side show street so can not
speak with authority by knowing the
sentiment and stand usually taken by
Mr. Smith and Mr. Uosgrove is in-

clined to believe the criticism is
hardly warranted. Surely the fair
from a fluaucial standpoint was pros-

perous or else the promoters erred by
making too generous premiums; for
surely no better attendance could
have been expected. The gate keepers
registered an average of nearly thirty
thousand daily.

Spokane is \u25a0 great city in which to
hold such a fair. Two double track
electric railways provide ample access
to the grounds. The Inland Empire

system of interurban roads together
with four or tive steam railways bring
farmers and suburbanites from points
withiu a radius of two nundred miles.

An Advance Step
In Mutual Insurance

against the mutual companies.
Until a mutual company has built

up strong assets it is essential that
tho policyholders assume an assess-
ment liability in order to give good

indemnity, but after a mutual com-
pany has accumulated stronger assets
in proportion to risks outstanding
than the largest stock companies there
is certainly no good reason why this
assessment liability should continue
to bonetit uo one but the opposition,
whioh make use of it as a scarecrow.

SECURITY FIVE TO ONE.
The Northwestern Mutual has ac-

cumulated cash and securities eqaal
to five times the amount necessary to
pay losses to expiration of all policies
as based upon the past ten years' ex-
perience. The significance of this
will best be understood when it is

realized that the cash resources of the
ten largest stock companies in the
United States is only throe and three-
fourths times the necessary amount
to expire their policies. As the pol-
icy holders of the Northwestern have
security of five to one in the cash
resources of the company no one can
reasonably question the wisdom of
eliminating the assessment liability.
The property owners of Washington
willno doubt make greater use of the
company than ever before, though the
official state reports show that the
premiums received by this company
in the state of Washington last year
was a third greater than that of any
other company.

The apparently shortsighted policy
of the railways in limiting the reduc-
ed fares to that radius discourages
many from a greater distance from
coming.

The manner of entertaining the
crowd was certainly appreciated by
the grand stand patrons. Between
horse races and auto races, jugglers,
acrobats and various vaudeville per-
formers accompanied by one of the
most excellent brass bauds, furnished
high class entertainment.

The fruit, grain, vegotable, dairy,
poultry and mining exhibits were
certainly the best to be seen west of
the Kockey mountains this year.

Agricultural implements were ex-
hibited in great numbers and variety,
if a general farmer should push all
lines of agricultural endeavor he
would need almost as much money to
furnish it with the latest improved
machinery as is required to equip a
modern battle ship. The combination
harvester built at Moscow, Idaho,
and the caterpillar tractor again were
the center of curiosity.

LEWISTON-CLAKKSTON FAIR.
The Lewiston-Ciarkston Fair held

at Lewiston, Idaho, is reported to
have been one of the finest ever held
there. The best display was of stock.
The cattle display was almost entirely
of the beef breeds, showing that the
dairy industry is not developed in
that portion of the country, but beef
cattle growing is a profitable industry.
F. H. Porter had a herd of Red Polls;
T. H. Deloss had a herd of Galloways
and Gus Thersson had a splendid
herd of Herefords. There was also a
fine display of Belgian horses by C.
W. Brown, of Moscow. Barrows it
Davenport had a fine display of Berk-
shire hogs. Frank O'Deli, of Lin-
coln, Nebraska, known as "the bee
man" attended the gathering eaoh
day and gave lectures on the care
and value of bees on the farm. Mr.
O'Deli has made a host of friends on
the Pacific Coast by his lectures.


