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Editor's Note
With this issue appears probably

the last regular work of Dr. F.

Walden. For the past 10 years Dr.
Walden has had charge of the hor-
ticultural department. He brought

to this work the experiences of 50

years in fruit growing. He brought

to this work a ripe judgment, inde-
fatigable industry and a broad un-

derstanding. The work was of
great value and it is with the most

sincere regret that this announce-
ment is made.

Dr. Walden lies quite ill in

his home at Seattle. While work-
ing on his copy for the January 15th
issue he was stricken with serious
loss of memory.

Yesterday we stood at his bed side
when he told us he feared his work
was done, and owing to his old age

he ccruld not continue his work for
The Ranch. He loved this work
and said that the pleasantest hours

Of his life was in writing for others

what a long life's experience has
taught him. He desires to say

farewell to those readers and friends
who have been so kind to him dur-

ing these many years, and says if he

is never able to resume the work of

his department, he bids them good-
bye.

TAX COMMISSION'S REPORT.

The Ranch is in receipt of the re-

port <>f the State Board of Tax Com-

missioners. Beside a world of infor-

maiion regarding the rate, amount

and class of taxes raised by the state,
there are some pages of recommenda-

tions with which the taxpayers should
be familiar.

The commissioners call attention to

the toot that In I'.H).r> the state owed a

general laud of Indebtedness of 11,-
--350,000. They formulated a law for
inheritage tax collection which has
in tbe last Hve years paid off this en-
tire Indebtedness with no expense to

the public. During tbe past year

this !'>:"> ol revenue produced more
than 914.000 a month. They call at-

tentl 'ii further to the fact that in
1.t0.) when the commission was creat-

ed, the steam railroads <*f the state

v.re paying scarcely 131,736 a year in

taxes. While the same railroads last

year paid 13,653,000 In tuxes. Most

of this greal Increase was due to the
laws enaoted at the suggestion of the

tax commissioners. Last year the

board collections of Indirect revenues
alone were *"J<m,(«in. So successful
has been "i(> work of our tax nommis-
gioners that other states are put* ing

similar laws llfttO ell'ect.

The matter of taxreform is taken up
and freelly discussed at some length.

I The committee regrets that the taxa-
tion of property is still done under
what is known as "general property

! tax system." This system is correct
iin theory, but it fails to work out
in practice for the reason that all
tangible property can be found and
taxed at its full value but intangible
property, such as all credits, mort-
gages, bonds and this kind of prop-
erty can neither be found nor taxed.
The result is that the tanner or the
manufacturer who owns tangible prop-
erty is compelled to bear practically
the entire burden of taxation while

I the more wealthy men who have their
property in some form of credits
escapes practically the entire burden
of taxation, being a gross injustice
which should be remedied. To make
matters still worse the law iv 1907 ex-
empted this intangible property from
taxation entirely on the simple ground

i that it could not be found and to

j undertake to tax it would be a farce.
j A law could easily be passed that

| would compel these credits to be
I shown. One-half of the property
lof the state is enrolled in this cata-
gory of credits and which escapes taxa-
tion. The legislature this winter
should remeiy this as it is a gross

1 injustice to the poorer people and a
| direct favoritism for the wealthier.
! The tax board recommends that all
jhouse furnishings, farm implements,

i mechanic's tools, etc.. be exempt, for

the reason that the average assessor
knows nothing of the value.

The board ateo calls attention to the
t'iict that ttiese changes could readily
l)e corrected by certain amendments
which were prepared and submitted
to the voters as changes in the con-
stitution. It, however, was defeated
at the polls for the reason that it was
not understood. So clear have the
members made this particular feature
that we quote in full a paragraph as
follows:

"The State Board of Tax Commis-
sioners has made three efforts to
change our system of taxation and
each time it has been met by the
overwhelming force of special inter-
ests. The legislature of 1907 passed
an act submitting to the people an
amendment to the constitution that
would have cured our ills. There had
not im.i\u25a0 n sufficient education along

the lines of taxation whea this amend-
ment was submitted to the people,
and consequently it was defeated at
tiif polls. The church interests im-
agined that it was going to place
church property upon the tax rolls.
Of course, this was not true, but the
heads of the various churches had ad-
vice to this effect and the amendment
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was defeated. In 1909 another amend-
ment, similar to the one of 1907, but
going more into detail and specifically
exempting certain classes of church
and other public property, was sub-
mitted to the legislature for its ap-
proval, but by this time the law ex-
empting moneys and credits had been
passed and the bankers thought prob-
ably the passage of such an amend-
ment would bring about the taxation
of moneyed capital, consequently all
of their influence was directed to-
wards the defeat of the amendment,
with the result that twelve senators
voted for the amendment and twenty-
seven against it, three of the twenty-
seven being bankers. In 1911 practi-
cally the same amendment was sub-

mitted to the legislature, but the
chairman of the committee to whom
the bill was submitted placed it in
his inside pocket and calmly refused
to allow it again to see the light."

Every man who reads this should
prepare himself to keep in touch with
the taxation committee in the two
houses in the legislature this winter
and demand that action along lines
suggested by the commissioners be
not again over ridden by the desire
of special interests. Let the tax-
payers keep track of the legislature
and see who his friends are.

The farmers of the White River
Valley, who supply a great part of
the milk, vegetables, and especially
potatoes, to the city of Seattle,
aroused by the evidence produced by
theJHood River growers in suing what
is known as the "Big Six" commis-
sion houses met at the city hall,
Kent, on Saturday, December 28th.
Tne meeting was attended by about
sixty of the largest property owners
of the valley and matters were dis-
cussed at considerable length. The
Paulhamus law which was passed in
1907 and declared unconstitutional
by Judge Prater of King county
superior court was endorsed with a
few minor changes. Tnere were pre-
sent members of the legislature from
the 30th senatorial district, 40th and
41st representative district, who
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promised to give the proposition their
heartiest support. Mayor Cntterill's
effort to establish a city public mar-
ket in Seattle was endorsed. The
body went on record as opposing the
ohange of the state constitution in al-
lowing aliens to hold real estate, and
criticised the Seattle Chamber of
Commere in endeavoring to change
the law. Mr. A. S. Alvord, of
Thomas, one of the leading farmers
of the valley, was made chairman,
and the editor of The Ranch was made
the secretary of the meeting and a
permanent organization was formed.
Every citizen of the south end who
is interested in the continued growth
and development of the south end is
requested to become a member. The
following were appointed to draft a
suitable constitution and by laws:
L. Y. Williams, Kent; Chas. Taylor,
Kent; Fred Nelson, Orillia; Frank
Terrace, Orillia, and J. D. Deau,
Kent. The committee appoiuted to
have charge of matters from legisla-
ture was composed of Robert Bridges,
Orillia; James Hayes, Auburn: J. J.
Gilmore, Auburn; Chas. J. Nelson,
O'Brien, and Julius honcke, O'Brien.
The latter committee organized at
once and will begin their duties.
Toe organization committee will meet
at the office of The Ranch. January
sth,at 2 o'clock, for the purpose of
finishing their work.

The "Big Six," a combination of
six Western avenue commission men
of Seattle are sure to get a taste of
the law. After Mr. Davidsou, of
Hood River, defeated them and got a
judgment for $511 as quoted in our
last issue, other men who had been
treated likewise by them got busy
and the prosecutiug attorney of Kiug
county willhale the parties into court
under tue Sherman anti trust law.
It looks as though this bunch of com-
mission men stand to lose a good part
of the illegal profits they have wrung
from the trusting farmers.

The next meeting of the Kiug
County Pomona Grange will be held
at Orillia the last Thursday of Jan-
uary instead of the second Thursday
as heretofore. Worthy Master Alain
reports that State Master Kegley will
be in attendance and a splendid pro-
gram is beiug prepared.

Solves the Land Clearing Problem

The Rapid Gasoline Donkey Engine
and Stump Puller
DOES THE WORK FOR LESS

No fireman, wood sawyer or water hauler needed.

Pull details on request.
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