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Squeezing the Beef Grower
2By Charles W. Holman in Farm &
Ranch.

"In20 years the cost of growing
beef has risen 300 per cent!"

Hon. Ed C. Lasater, of Falfurias,
Texas, was the speaker. Mr. Lasater
is a former president of the Texas
Cattle Raisers' Association, recent
progressive candidate for governor of
Texas and the caller of the High Cost
of Living conference, held in Ft.
Worth, September 12th and 13th, 1911.
For 30 years he has been an active
ranchman, operating for 19 years in
South Texas, where he owns 380,000
acres of grass land. He has always
kept books upon his cattle operations.
He knows what it costs him to grow
beef cattle today; he has the data of

the cost of yesterday.
Mr. Liasater's remarks were oc-

casioned by an article appearing in

one of the magazines, purporting
that the beef growers are getting rich
from the present high retail cost of
meat products.

"Instead of making money," iterat-

ed the ranchman, "the beef grower
has been squeezed—did you get it?—
squeezed! In the last 20 years the

cost of labor has practically doubled;
the capital invested his more than
trebeled. Feedstuffs cost a third
more -and even grass-grown beef
must be fed through the winter.
Interest rates are a trifle higher.

"Making money? Let's look into

the matter. The cheapest beef in

America today is the beef that comes
from the grass range. The states
furnishing this beef are Texas,
Oklahoma, Colorado, Montana and

the Dakota?. Of the range states
my immediate section can put cattle
on the market at the least cost. I
am positive tbat I can produced beef
5 cents per hundred pounds cheaper

than can the farmers of the corn
belt. Now, the very cheapest that I
can grow a four-year old beef is $73.-

--99."
Mr. Lasater then handed me the i

following detailed statement of pro-
ducing costs, taken from his books:

Cost of producing a yearling steer,
carrying him until four years old and
making delivery upon the Ft. Worth
market:

Investment -
15 acres of ranch land at f>5.00

por acre S 75.00
1 cow valued at 30.00 (

$105.00
Expenses-

Interest on investment 8.40

Labor, teams, saddle horses
and supplies 1.11

Taxes 1.05
Depreciation on ranch im-

provements 1-00
Death loss on cow -90
Cost of bull per cow .92

Total cost of producing year-

ling on basis 100 per cent
yearling crop 13.38

Loss on carrying 50 per cent
of non-productive cows 4.01

Final cost of yearling crop fig-
ured on basis of 70 per cent
yearlings 17.39

Loss one-half of heifer calves
marketed as veals 3.66

Average cost of yearling steer, $21.05

Cost of carrying a yearling steer to

a four-year-old steer and placing same
upon the Ft. Worth market:

Investment —
Fifteen acres of ranch land at

$5.00 per acre $75.00

Cost of yearling steer 21.05

$96.05
Expenses for year —

Interest on investment at rate
of 8 per cent 7.68

Taxes -96
Deatb loss at rate of three per

cent 63
Depreciation on ranch im-

provements 1.00
Labor, teams, saddle, horses

and supplies 1.11

Total co9t per year of carry

ing steer $11.38
Cust of carrying steer per head

three years at $11.38 per year $34.14
Cost of finishing for market,

oue-lialf ton of cake at
$26.00 13.00

! Cost of feeding prickly pear
6 months 1.80

Total cost at ranch, as a four-

year-old steer $69.99
Freight and market charges

per head 4.00

Total cost on Ft. Worth mar-
ket of a four-year-old steer. $73.99
"These figures ought to convince

any one that the beef giowers are m-t
gett ng rich.

I CAUSE OF CATTLE SHORTAGE.
j "And now the packers are attempt-
ing to explain away the hitfh cost of
beef by the cattle-shortage theory.
Or course there is a shortage of
ca tie; but why?

"Twenty years ago control of the

AGRICULTURAL GROUND

Lime Fertilizer
CHEMICALLY PURE

[HYDRATED]. I

The Cheapest Permanent Investment on Soil

Write our nearest office for information blank
and special prices. Delivered to your

nearest railroad or water depot

SEATTLE I? X r*I>rXXKTT?Jk CCi SPOKANE

PORTLAND I*. 1. V*l\\-JWL<XW, TACOMA

The inanely 6

packing interests^of, the nation be-
gan centering in Chicago bands.
From that time to this beef produc-

tion has been mostly a gamble. The
packers have raised and depressed
prices arbitrarily. They would raise
prices to lure the feeders to buy large
numbers of cattle to be fed. But
when the feeder went to market he
got squeezed. Only once in a while
have the beef producers aud feedtrs
made any money, and then just
enough to keep them in hope. On a
10-year average the cattle business
itself has been a losing deal for ranch-

men. The rising prices of land ex-
plain their increasing prosperity.

"Inflated and emboldened by suc-
cess the packers became more seltlsb
and short-sighted each season, until
their exactions in 1910-11 forced
hundreds of cattle growers out of the
business and actually changed this
nation from an export to an import-
ing one.

"With not enough beef to go round
we naturally have had a high market
the present season; but what induce-
ment is there for the cattle producer
to go back into the business? He
knows that the prices are made
arbitrarily. He knows that wheu
the next opportunity presents itself
he may again be made a victim of
unscrupulous manipulators.

"That is why the producers have
deserted the industry in large num-
bers and why there is little likeli-
hood of the cattle supply increasing
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until the growers have some reason
to believe that the prices will not
drop to below the cost of production.

GOVERNMENT MUST AID
GROWERS.

"While the packers have been get-
ting a grip on the meat supply, the
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