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Farmers Union Will Oppose
Initiative Measures

Tri-County Organizations of Southeastern Washington

Against AllBut the Prohibition Bill

(Walla Walla Bulletin, Sunday, May 17 )

Adopting resolutions unfavorable
to all of the proposed "seven sisters"
and all other initiativebills with the
exception of the one relative to pro-
hibition, delegates from farmers
Unions of Walla Walla, Columbia
and Garfield Counties in quarterly
session at Waitsburg yesterday, fired
the first gun of the battle which will
be made by that organization upon
the bills.

There was a large attendance at
the Waitsburg meeting, many of
Walla Walla Farmer Union members
and also members from other organi-
zations in the county being present.

The resolutions adopted read as fol-
lows: ; ,

To the District Meeting of the
Farmers' Educational and Co-Opera-
tive Union of America:

Gentlemen:—We, your committee,
appointed to consider and report at
this meeting upon the advisability of
supporting, as an organization, cer-
tain initiative measures, numbered
from (> to 12 inclusive, commonly
known as the "Seven Sisters," re-
spectfully submit the following re-
port:

Your committee has endeavored to
lay aside all questions of politics and
policy and view these questions from
the standpoint of the farmer and its
effect upon him and his calling in the
practical every day operation of his
business. It is not time for theories
or experiments because the farmer is
confronted by a condition which calls
for the closest scrutiny of pending leg-
islation and the exercise of good judg-
ment in his capacity as a voter at the
coming election or the farmer will
assist, unknowingly, in his own down-
falL
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Your committee has considered

these measures from the four differ-
ent angles which represent the farmer
in the four different roles of employer
of labor, producer, consumer, and last,
but not least, as a taxpayer.

We object to the submission of these
measures at this time an account of
the cost of the election to determine
they shall become laws or not. The
last legislature appropriated the sum
of $300,000 to pay the state's part of
the expense but the printing and cir-
culating of petitions, the obtaining of
signatures, checking, etc., willbring
the entire cost, to the state and indi-
viduals, of passing upon these ques-
tions to exceed a total of a million
dollars. A tenth of the sum would
pay for a session of the legislature. It
is the opinion of your committee that
the initiative and referendum is in no
way a proper instrument to displace
the legislature as a part of the state
government but that all measures
should be first submitted to the leg-
islature and, if rejected by the legis-
lature, should then be introduced by
the initiativeonly as a last resort and
when it was found impossible in any
other way. ,

Blue Sky Law

Initiative Measure No. 6, the first
of the "Seven Sisters" is commonly
known as the "Blue Sky" law and is
intended to control the advertising
and selling of bonds, stocks, se-
curities, lauds, etc., so as to prevent
fraud. Your committee regard the
enactment of a properly drawn blue
sky law, that would eliminate fraud
upon the part of both buyer and
seller, as highly desirable in this
state. A measure of this character
would ulso be welcomed in the
financial circles of the state, but it
must have information available for
the intending investor, which the
present bill does not provide, and it
must not ImpOM too rigid conditions
upon legitimate business enterprises
desiring to locate in this state. The
prosperity of our commonwealth de-

pends, in a large measure, upon the
amount of money brought in from the
outside for investment. Under prop-
er regulation this inflow of money
should be safeguarded, but under the
present proposed measure we fear
that a large part of such funds must
be diverted to other territory acd
this state suffer accordingly.

Outside the sale of lands, this meas-
ure willnot greatly affect the farmer
for when he has paid all the bills,
his surplus remaining for investment
in bonds and securities will not
cause him to lose sleep for any great
length of time.

The enforcement of this measure
is left with the Public Service com-
mission, our most important state
board, which is now burdened with
more responsibility than it can dis-
charge to the best advantage and to
increase its responsibilities by this
measure would tend to nullify the en-
tire usefulness of this important
commission.

Not a Remedy At All
Initiative Measure No. 7 vests in

the state auditor all the powers end
duties of the bureau of inspection
and supervision of public offices,
which is abolished. It is more a
matter ofbookkeeping than anything
else, to take a duty from one depart-
ment and turn it over to another.
This measure does uot leniove any
objections to the bureau as it now
exists nor does it afford relief, worth
mentioning, from the cost of main-
taining the littlearmy of examining
boards and inspectors of various
kinds now running up and down the
state.

Employment Agencies

Initiative Measure No. 8 forbids
employment agents collecting fees
from persons seeking employment
and the only fees that can be collect-
ed legally are from the employer. It
is not necessary for us to dwell upon
the advantages to the farmer of hav-
ing to pay the employment agent to
get his help, and pay whether such
laborer is satisfactory to the farmer
or not.

Initiative Measure No 9 is the
first aid to the injured and requires
that in hazardous employment, the
employer is liable to the extent of
$100, for medical, surgical and hos-
pital treatment of an injured work-
man. However much such accident
may be the fault of the injured man.
the employer has no redress and he
may not deduct a single cent from
any money due the workman. This
measure also puts an end to the vari-
ous hospital associations that have
been built up by the laboring men
voluntarily contributing a nominal
sum from their wages each month.

The Road Measure
Initiative Measure No. 10 provides

for the employment of all convicts
upon the public highways, without
being taken to the state penitentiary
or state reformatory, provides lor the
compensation to dependent families
of convicts, provides for a half mill
levy on all the taxable property of the
state for a State Koad fund to be ex-
pended by a state highway board
where it may deem proper and ap-
propriates out of the state road fund
the sum of 82,000,000 to be used in
the purchhse of tools and materials
and the construction of stockades aud
convict camps. According to state
law, an initiative measure can cover
but a single subject and a reading or
this bill will convince anyone that
the proposed measure is unconstitu-
tional on this account.

Convict labor is expensive at the
best and when it is remembered that
it is proposed to support the depend-
ent family and add to this the cost of
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THE RANCH

-wtar=^ *=**»" Trial
Send vi your nuinu [no money] and we will mull
you D'Ar.y'K Vulcan Razor for 30 day* lr»» trial. If
you likeit pay 11.75. Ifnot,return it. Send no mon»y.
JOHN D'ARCY CO., D.pl. 182. SI. toul», M*.i
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Turn Oil Into Crops
Kerosene or stove-tops will furnish power for your ranch ifyou use a

f™icro/i j

The Secor-Higgins Oil-Fuel System used by the OilPull enables it to burn
the cheaper and heavier oils more efficiently than most gas tractors burn
gasoline. No other tractor can use this fuel system. The OilPull 15-30,
25-45 or 30-60 will show real profits in bigger yields, work done when you
want it, horse and labor costs saved. '
The OilPull furnishes cheap, reliable power for every variety of field work
—breaking, drilling, fallowing, and harvesting, as well as for hauling and
road work. Plenty of belt power for threshing or for baling, grinding and
pumping.
The OilPull is easy to start and easy to operate. Nothing that will add to -
the convenience of the operator or the usefulness of the tractor has been
overlooked in the OilPull—any intelligent person can run it after a little
instruction.
Rumely service is back ofevery Rumely machine — branches and 11,000
dealers— supplies and repairs on short notice. Ask for OilPull catalog
No. 353. "There's only one OilPull—Rumely, LaPorte."

( - RUMELY LINES \u25a0 .
Kerosene Tractor* Threshing Machines Cream Separators Road Machines
Gasoline Tractors Corn Machines Feed Mills Grain Elevators
Engine Plows Baling Presses Stationary Engines Steam Engines

\u25a0\u25a0^^ RUMELY PRODUCTS COMPANY
N^f^^g^rif^^HHßttki (Incorporated)
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DaSiaaißiEH EAKP3 A l>«y!
MM" Anyone can niourii the lnfurniatjon wo want.'©*
Bend lUmpfor particulars. M.8.1. A. Aasoelatlon,
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