
20

THE AYRSHIRE FOR WASHINGTON
DAIRYMEN

To be an economical milk producer,

a dairy cow must be 'able to consume
a large amount of feed or raw ma-
terial. Inasmuch as roughage is the
cheapest part of most rations, be-
oause it is usually home grown, the

greater the amount of this the cow
consumes the more net profit she will

make. Protitable'^consuniption of
this roughage requires that the cow
have a large barrel.

A good cow should be a persistent

milker. One that gives a large flow
of milkfor only three or four months

and is then kept at a loss the rest of
the year is not the kind most dairy-

men want. A fairly good flow of milk
all the time, or at least for the whole
lactation period of from nine to 12
months, is what is desirable. In

addition to tbis the cow must be able
to produce one calf each year, and

continue to produce milk economical-
ly year after year as long as she lives.

The percent of fat present in the
milk is of importance; but it is by

no means the only constituent to

consider. Allthe other constituents,

viz., sugar, casein, albumen, and ash

play a very important part when the
milk is to be taken as food. A good

balance between the fat and nonfatty

solids is a condition especially to be

looked for when the milk is to be used
for infant feeding. Cows that give

high testing milk often give only a
small quantity, and consequently are
not profitable; while on the other

hand, cows that give milk of an aver-

age butterfat content usually give a

fairly large quantity, and consequent-
ly more desirable. All of these

qualities which have been enumerated
will be found in the Ayrshire cow

and her milk.
The Ayrshire breed originated in

Scotland, and vaguely traces back to

the latter part of the eighteenth cen-

tury. Within recent years, large

numbers ofindividuals of the breed

have been imported into the United
States and Canada, and importations

continue to be made to the present

day.
In the Ayrshire we have a cow that

is extremely hardy. She gives good

returns on less care than many of our
dairy breeds. On the other band,
she responds to correct methods of
feeding as do the other breeds, and
makes a good showing when milked
for records. In official test she has

proved to be a very economical pro-

ducer of both milk and butter-yield-

ing a large amount at a comparative-
ly low cost. At the head of the list
today stands Auchenbrain Brown

Kate 4th with a record of 23,022
pounds of milk and 1079.11 pounds
of butter in a year. A large number

of other high records have been made,
some by Washington owned cows.
Three especially worthy of mention

are: Lilly of Willowmoor, official
record 22,106 pounds of milk and 1046

pounds of butter; Gerranton Dora 2d

with a record of 21,023 pounds of

milk and 947 pounds of butter; and

Nethenil Brownie Dth with a record
of 18,110 pounds Of milk and !)58

pounds of butter. All of these cows
were owned by J. W. Clise, Kedmond,
Washington.

The founders of the breed have had
in mind a beautiful as well as a pro-

ductive animal—a cow with sym-

metrical lines throughout. Special

attention has been paid to the de-

velopmentof the udder witn Llii, teats
evenly placed, and this concentration
has brought about excellent results

The breed is rapidly coming wto
favor with the dairymen in this coun-
try. The fact that Ayrshires are
persistent milkers -holding out well
up to the calving time, and that they
are good rustlers and feeders, should
make them decidedly popular with
the dairymen of the state ot Wash-
ington.

HOW TO OBTAIN BEST RESULTS
WITH THE DRAG

How to obtain the best results from
the drag is pointed out in the last

bulletin issued by the state highway
department. The bulletin says:

The theory of dragging is based on
moving but a small amount of earth
at a time, so use a light drag.

Best results from dragging are ob-
tained only by repeated applications.
"Littleand often" is a good motto
for dragging.

Spread with the sliding stroke,
only obtained by the use of a wooden
drag. Hitch so that it will drag at an
angle of 45 degrees when empty.

Drive the team at a slow walk,
straddle the rut.

Stand on the drag in a position so
your weight may be quickly shifted
to right or left and forward or back.

Drag promptly at proper time.
Avoid dragging when the mud is in
condition to stick to the drag, except
when quantities of water stand on
road, then with the drag, put the
dam in the pond and the water dis-
appears.

No better material can be found to
till a chuck hole than the puddled
earth that came out of it.

Kemember that the right time to
drag is most important. Bear in
mind that the more soil is worked
while wet, the tougher it gets.

To drop dirt in a low place, step
quickly from ditch end to other ex-
treme. To accomplish this nicely,
(tilling a low place or mudhole), i9
a severe test of skill in the use of the
drag.

Pay special attention to the middle
of the road. In many cases a bad
40-foot roadbed exists when a 16-foot
road would handle the traffic if prop-
erly maintained.

Always drag a little earth to the
center until the desired of
crown is obtained. The height of
crown must depend upon the nature
of the soil It is sometimes advisable
to increase the crown at the beginning
of the rainy season and decrease it
toward the close.

The amount of earth the drag will
carry along can be regulated by the
driver according to the position he
occupies, whether near the ditch end
or away from it.

Chain An Important Factor
The length of the chain, which is

altered by slipping it backward and
forward through the hole in the ditch
end of the drag, regulates the hold
taken on the earth. To make the
chain longer is equivalent to putting
weight on the drag. If the drag
moves too much dirt at a time, short-
en the hitch.

To move much dirt or cut weeds,
hitch the snatch-hook, which attaches
the doubletrees, close to the ditch
end of the dra«, and stand as nearJy
OB the ditch end of the front slab as
you can. Drive very slowly when
thus hitched.

In a soft spot, stand on reur slab;

THE RANCH

on a hard spot, put your weight over
the blade.

Ifthe drag ologs with weeds, straw,
sod or mud, step to a point as far as
you can get from the ditch end.

When weeds encroach on your road-
way, drive on the opposite side of the
road from the ordinary position, with
the blade in the edge of the growth
and the rear end of the drag toward
the ditcb.
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Results Compared with Theories
Here We have: There they have :

Ten telephones for each One telephone for each
hundred persons. hundred persons.

Nearly one rural tele- Practically no tele-
phone to every two farms, phones on the farms.

Reasonable rates fitted Unreasonable rates ar-
to the various needs of bitrarily made without re-
the whole people. gard to various needs of

the whole people.

Telephone exchanges Telephone exchanges
open continuously day closed during lunch hour,
and night. nights and Sundays.
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\u25a0 * ' -Policy-prompt serv- Policy—when your
ice. turn comes. -

America's Telephones Lead the World
with the Best Service at the Lowest Cost.

American Telephone and Telegraph Company

l&jI And Associated Companies

One Policy One System Universal Service

Do not undertake to cover more
than tive miles of road with one drag.
One can seldom traverse that distance

while the surface is in an ideal con-
dition for dragging.

Do not be discouraged with so
many directions, but remember it
will not be the fault of the drag if
you do not get good results at first.
The trouble will lie in the manner of

using the drag.
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