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WISCONSIN'S LAW FOR CONTROL OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS
The question of better laws for the

control of bovine tuberculosis is re-
ceiving considerable attention from

dairymen and stock breeders, as well
as 'rotn consumers of dairy products,
and it now seems probable that at the
next session of the Washington leg-
islature tne matter of further legisla-
tion along this line may be taken up.

In considering this question, it
might be well to know what other
states have done along this line.
Tne Ranch has just secured
copies of the Wisconsin and Oregon
laws, and the brief summaries of
these laws wbich are given in this
and the coming issue may be of some
assistance in formulating plans for a
change in our own state laws.

The Wisconsin law of 1911 consti-
tuted a state live stock sanitary board
consisting of three members of the
state board of agriculture, chosen by
that body from its membership the
bacteriologist of the state agricultural
college and the state veterinarian, the
last two being ex otn'cio members and
serving without additional compensa-

tion. The members of the board Eei ye

without salary but receive the sum of
83.00 per day and expenses when
actually engaged in the discharge of
their official duties. The duty of
the board is prescribed as follows:

"Itshall be the duty of the state
live stock sanitary board to protect
the health of domestic animals of the
state; to determine and employ the
most efficient and practical means
for the prevention, suppression, con-
trol, or eradication, of dangerous,
contagious or infectious diseases
among domestic animals; and for
these purposes it is hereby authorized
and empowered to establish, main-
tain, enforce and regulate such quar-

antine and other measures relating-
to the movement and care of animals
and their products, the disinfection
of suspected localities and articles

and the disposition of animals, as it
may deem necessary, and to adopt
from time to time, all such regula-

tions as may be necessary and proper

for carrying out of the purposes of

this act. Provided, however, In the
case of slowly contagious diseases,

only suspected or diseased animals

shall be quarantined, and in case of
bovine tuberculosis or actinomycosis,

the owner shall be granted the option
of retaining the animals in quaran-

tine, under such restrictions as the

board may prescribe or of shipping

them under the auspices and direc-
tion of the board to some abattoir
designated by it for immediate
slaughter under United States gov-

ernment inspection. In case of the
slaughter of animals under the pro-

visions of this section the owner shall
receire the net proceeds of the sale
thereof and shall have no further
claim against the state on account of

such slaughter.

"Whenever the owner shall not ex-
ercise the option mentioned In the
preceding section, and it shall be
deemed necessary by the board to
slaughter diseased animals and ani-
mals reacting to the tuberculin test,
either on the premises or at some
designated abattoir or any other
place for demonstration purposes,

written notice shall be given to the

owner, his agent or the person in
charge ol such animals, and to a
justice of the peace in the county in

which the animals may be, of the
purpose to order the slaughter there-

of, giving the number and description
of the animals, and the name of the
owner.

"Such notice shall be entered on
the docket of such justice, who shall
immediately thereafter summon such
owner, agent or possessor, and also
three disinterested citizens of the
county not residents of the immedi-
ate neighborhood in which such ani-

mals are owned or kept, to appraise

the value thereof. Every person so
appointed shall have had experience
in the laising and care of live stock,
and shall be familiar with tbe value

of such live stock and competent to

appraise the same. Such appraisers

shall, before entering upon the dis-
charge of their duties, be sworn by

such justice to make a true appraise-

TYPICAL HOLSTEIN HEIFER

ment without prejudice or favor, of
the value of such animals, and if
such slaughter is made on the prem-

ises where said animals are kept,
they shall certify in their return that
they have seen the appraised animals
slaughtered.

"In making the appraisement of

diseased animals the appraisers shall
determine their value in the condi-
tion in which they are found at the
time of the appraisement; but the
appraised value of no single animal
shall exceed the actual market value
thereof at the time of such appraise-
ment; and in no case shall it exceed
* * * sixty dollars. The appraisers
shall immediately make a verified re-
port to the justices of the peace, giv-
ing the number of animals appraised,
and the amount each animal was
valued at.

it shall be deemed advisable by the

live stock sanitary board, such ap-

praised iiiiimals shall be shipped at

the expense of the state and under

the direction and control of the board

to some abattoir to be designated by
the board for immediate slaughter
under United States government in-
spection. The owner or person in

charge of such animals shall be given
due notice * * * specifying the
time and * * * place at which
such animals are to be slaughtered,
and such owner or his representative

shall be granted the privilege and op-

portunity to be present at such
slaughter. A report of such slaughter
must be submitted to the secretary
of the live stock sanitary board by a
member of * * * such board.

"Jf any such appraised animals be

slaughtered on the premises of the

owner thereof such slaughter shall be

made under the supervision and

direction of the * * * state veter-

inarian or his assistant, or any mem-
ber of the live stock sanitary board

of the state.
"The owner of slaughtered animals

shall receive no compensation for the

same unless said sanitary board is

satistied that the infected premises
have been disinfected in such manner
as to prevent the further spread of
the disease.

"The owners of condemned and
slaughtered animals shall receive
compensation therefor from the state
until July 1, 1913, as follows: For
bovine animals condemned and order-
ed slaughtered by the board, on ac-
count of reacting to the tuberculin
test, but upon whose carcass no tu-
bercular lesions were found, the full
appraised value, which in no case
shall exceed sixty dollars. For bovine
animals condetnened and ordered
slaughtered, on account of having
reacted to the tuberculin test, upon

whose carcass tubercular lesions were
found at tbe time the slaughter there-

of, three-fourths of the appraised
value of such animal, and for other
animals, three-fourths of the ap-
praised value of the same.

"It shall be the duty of the state

live stock sanitary board to negotiate

"In order to determine the com-
petency of parties other than licensed
veterinarians, who may wish to apply
tbe tuberculin test to cattle, the live-
stock sanitary board is hereby au-
thorized to hold examinations of such
parties, and to issue permits to make
such tests to those passing the exam-
inations, which permit shall entitle
the holder to legal recognition in his
work. * * * Providing that such
examinations, relative to determining
the competency of persons desiring to
apply the tuberculin test, shall not
be formulated so as to authorize only
veterinary surgeons and graduates of
the state agricultural college to con-
duct such tests.

with packers and slaughtering con-
cerns for the purpose of disposing of
the meat and by-products of all ani-

mals slaughtered under the supervi-
sion of the board. They shall keep
an accurate account of all animals

condemned and slaughtered, to wcom
the meat and by-products of each ani-
mal was transferred, whether or not
tubercular lesions were found upon

the carcass of the animals slaughter-
ed, whether the same was tanked or
passed for food, and what amount
was realized for the meat and by-

products of each animal, giving the
weight per animal and t"he price real-

ized per pound, live or dressed.
Such account shall give the name of

the owner of each animal, the tag

number and the name of the person
making the test, the amount at which
each animal was appraised, also the

cost of transportation of each such

animal. A copy of such account shall

be filed with the secretary of state
every thirty days.

"The proceeds of any * * * sale
of carcasses and by-products of such

condemned slaughtered animals, to-

gether with an account thereof * *
* shall be returned to the secretary
of the board and such net proceeds
shall be * * * immediately trans-

ferred by the secretary of the board

to the secretary of state, who * *
* thereupon shall pay the same into

* * * the state * * * treasury.

"When the owner or person in
charge of animals condemned, on ac-
count or having reacted to the tuber-
culin test, is not present at the
slaughter thereof, the secretary of
the live stock sanitary board shall,
within thirty days after slaughter, in-
form the owner or person in charge
whether tubercular lesions were dis-
covered upon the carcass of any such
animals.

"The appraisers herein provided
for shall receive two dollars a day for
each day actually employed as such,
which amount shall be paid out of
the county treasury upon the certifi-
cate of the justice by whom they
were summoned.

"The justice of the peace and other
officers who may perform any duty
hereunder, shall have the same fees
as are allowed by law in criminal
proceedings in justice courts, and
shall be paid by the county in which
their services are performed.

"In case of bovine tuberculosis, if

"No person shall apply the tuber-
culin test to any animal except his
own, unless he has, prior to the time
of making such test, delivered to the
owner or person in charge of such
animals, a copy of the rules and regu-
lations, adopted by the live stock
sanitary board, regarding the applica-
tion of the tuberculin test, stating
in detail how such test should be
properly applied.

"No person shall at any time or in
any manner apply tuberculin to any
animal, unless the temperature record
be reported to the state live stock
sanitary board."

The law further provides that all
tuberculin used within the sts»te must
be labeled with the name of the man-
ufacturer and the date of its prepara-
tion, and that any druggist or other
person who supplies tuberculin shall
report immediately to the state board
of health, giving the name and ad-
dress of the person to whom it was
furnished.

Payment for animals slaughtered is
not allowed on animals brought into
the state without proper certificates
showing them to be free from tuber-
culosis, or if the owner is guilty of
negligence and allows his animals to
be exposed to the influence of con-
tagious or Infectious disease.

Wisconsin is not free from tuber-
culosis, but it has made great pro-
gress, considering the number of cat-
tle within its borders.


