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Ninty-seven.
————

¥6%. | FROM FRIDAY'S DAILY.
FREE PrEss man dropped intw the
fited States land office this morning
Uur giving the proper pass werd
tdmmed behind the desk by Judge

Anythlng new here today, judge?"
‘Well, no, 1 guess not—yes, you might

8 today. You might further add that
oﬂioo has received word from the

“The captain smiled benl;:nuntly and at
ance proceeded to say that he had just
engaged Miss Ridenour, the land office

ypo wriler, to make a copy of the names

f ninety-seven Indians, which comprises
the entire list of Indians who had filed
declarations to takeland in severalty on
the late ceded reservation. This did not

nclude any children who were entitled to

ejghty acres each.
‘The captain stated further: “Chief
hite Swan, well known in Plerre, re-
celved a commission from the government
last Tuesday, appointing him supreme
ndge of the Indian court of the Cheyenne
agency. It was an elaborate document
with a red seal us big as a full moon
stamped on it and a big ribbon hanging
from the seal. The ‘judge’ was awfully
‘proud of it, too. All petty Indian troubles
‘that occur among themselves are tried be-
fore him. I was presentat the trial of his
st case. It was adivorce case in which
hie" husband wanted divorce from his
.young wife because she was permitting
“another young Indian to show her at-
mtions thatshe was supposed to recelye
enly from her husband.
. “Judge Swan, after the court wus called
1o order, filled his pipe and_quietly took a
smoke. The utmost silence prevailed in
he ' court room while the judge sat
wrapped in the profoundest dignity—and
moke—deeply meditating.
‘“The signification of the smoke was that

6 was at pcace with both plaintiff and
defendant; that the trial should be

rand strictly on the merlts of the case.
He then listened patiently to the story of
.each witness and the principals in the
case. - At the conclusion he had the case
ized up, and promptly sentenced the
man to thirty days in the guard house,

“aod her lllegitimate lover to sixty days in

- "‘hon-.—gt. tlu- same time gramting her
<= husband'a decree of divorce.

“*In pronouncing sentence on the young

man the judge used some severe and

caustic language, and called him # ‘dis-
turber of public tranquility!® How’'s
that? I think it would have worried the
chief justice of the United States’to ex-
4.7 press the point in better diction.”
o The captain thinks that theeflect of
Yhe tate Indian war is such as to settle
beyond doubt in the minds of the Two
“ Kettle band on Bad river that it is wise
‘for them to remain where they arc and
ive up going to the reservation to main-
tain wibal relations.

————e—me
RETURNED SAFELY.

the Fronitler.

Wlnonn Republican, 23: bpeclal tele-
“Jehnson, the Indian Messiah .md nhost
dlncor. had left Dakota for Winona to

fllpend the holidays, and t.lmt it was be-

#egociety was really um luslrumont of blt-
} ng Bull’s dvmls(- hMl uctlona were al-

ed: ‘‘Yes, Sitting Bull is dead; there
no qheutlou of thu. He is now a good

'ho killed him?" lsked the reporter.
Well, Idon’t know. 'The honor will
bably remain a secret and I do not

to detract from the honors given to

ead. Some think it was the special

‘of the government. Perhaps it

Buffalo Bill was sent on this mis-

[first, but he was too well. known and
lled t0 make the arvest. It was gener-
r.understood that Sitting Bull would

t arrest and that he could not be cap-

alive, therefore tho mission would
rily end fatally to whoever at-
ptedit.”

oorrespondenu or reporwra would

dired to go on 80 perilous a missjon,
h'they are known tobe a very m-
lng set of newspaper men.” .

bout' Chief ‘Roaring Thunder’ ey

Afraldof a Five Dollar Bill?’
know  these?” “No. My uc-
tance with Sfoux chiefs is very
. “Idon’t think  there I8 anyone
lnDakou who is afraid of even o

3 really thn scare and excite-
Dakou that thn peoplo in the
lleve?”

hhpld say. not. Evcu ln tbe

‘say ‘‘advertised.”

the chlnees are there won’t be one. un-
Jess the soldlers’ will have to go intoa
pitched battle with the few redskins
camping out ' in the Bud lands. A few
settlers and ranchinen out on the sparsely
settled country west of the Missouri may
have been annoyed by some of the so
called hostile Indians, but even they now
believe that any serious trouble - will be
averted. Of course these peopleare pray-
ing for a heavy fall of snow to put & Stop
to uny possible danger from Indians, as
earnestly as some of the clothiers or shoe
dealers. A good old New York or Pennsyl-
vania blizzard would cure them fu the best
manner possible. Of course a genuine
Minnesota or Dakota blizzard would guict
them pretty thoroughly, but thereisnoth-
ing that would lay thein out and make
them surrender as woujd & genuire New
York humping blizzard with snow four feet
deep on the level and the thermometer 45
degrces below zero. Such a storm would
gave the government thousands of dollars
and perhaps a winter campaign. Iv is
generally believed that if severe weather
should set In, such intrepid warriors as
‘Little Bull,’ ‘Young Bull Afraid, of his
Mother-in-law.’ ‘Big Foot, Scared to
Death’ and other hostiles would be
brought to terms."*

B “Well, how is Dakota in general?"

“*Oh, Dakotu, both North and South, is
all right. They have had some dry
weather and light crops in some parts,
but they are all right, and you will see
that country booming as ecarly as next
summer. Now Is the time for some of
you newspaper men who have been sav-
ing up some campaign boodle, to go out
there and make investments. If you
don’t make money on Dakota real estate
you will never make any, even if you are
elected to congress.  Yes., trade is fair
and I like the country. So. now. good
bye.™

So gpeaking, the Messiah huailed u pass-
ing car bound for the western part of thie
city. The last seen ofthim, he was stand-
ing on the rear platform of the car. shak-
Ing his finger ut the reporter, and amidst
the rumbling of the car und the noise on
the street, the reporter caught his  part-
ing shot. *“No, I did not shoot Sitting
Bull. Iam no ghost dancer. They are
going to elect a democrat to the United
States senate in South Dakota. and the
country is safe. If you telegraph any
papers or if you write up another such a
yarnas you had a whileago, I will take
your scalp, short hafr or no hair at all,
and send it to Dawes, the “*Indian Rights
Advocate,” as i Christmas  present.
Good bye.”

*Goud bye.™

REE HEIGHTS’

FIRE.

The Town to Our East .-\lmusl Com-
pletely Wiped Out hy the
g Flames.

- ———

Its Business Portion Suffers the

Greatest Loss With Small In-
surance.

— —

List of the Bnildings Burned With
Names of Those Who Ave the
Losers.

FROM FRIDAY'S DAILY,

A terrible calamity has befallen the
town of Ree Heights, as the following
special from Hon. L. W. Lunsing, of that
place, will indicate: A defective flue
caused a fire here last evening which has
burned up the greater portion of the town,
including four business houses, the stocks
of goods and houschold goods. The losses
are as follows: W. S. Ensign, store build-
ing, granary and a general stock of mer-
chandise worth £3,000, insured for £3,000;
W. R. Criffield, store building, stock of
groceries, furniture and barn, valued ut
$2,000, insurance #950; Thomas Finnigau,
building, #1,000, insurance #500; James
Jackson, store and contents, §3,500, insur-
rnce $1,200;: E. A. Young, hardware and
furniture, loss #4,500, Insurance £3,000.
There was no loss of life and no one was
injured.”

These gentlemen named as losers by the
fire are among the first who came to Ree
Helghts, und are among the most prom-
inent men of Hand county.  All are first
class business men and have battled
through the stringent times in a manful
way, and it is hard to have such a blow
fall on them at this time. These stores
comprised the bulk of the business por-
tion of the little town.

Ree Heights has been un unusuual suf-
ferer by fire.' A year ago last April,
about one half of the town was consumed
by reason of a prairne fire, which,
driven by one of the most terrifiic winds
that ever visited the state, devastated
the greater portion of the south half of
that county, plucing hundreds of people
dependent on public charity.

The gentlemen who have lost by yes-
terday's fire were among the most active
in the county in securing aid for the fire
sufferers of April, 1889,

———
Letter List.

The following is a list of the letters re-
maining uncalled for in the Plerre post-
office at the close of the week ending
Dec, 27, 1800:

Anderson, W C
Buterfield, W H
Bren R

Lyou, Mrs AC

{'.unbenon George
cCray, John

Moore, ﬁn David

Meehan, L

No el. FW

Pmnook. Elmer
- Rhudo!l wml’"l‘
Stone, Charler C
Stone, Lydia A

Bhipley, 3

Parties calling for the abave will please
; If not called for in two
weeks they will be forwarded to the dead-
letter oﬂlw. R. E. GrREGony, P. M.
The beat. and surest dye to LOlOl‘ the
beard brown or black, ns may be. desired,

) { I8 Buckingham's dye for the whiskers

t never falls.:

A Campaign Was Made on the Jaek
Rabbits Yesterday by Hounds
and Hunters.

Chief Ineidents of the Sport Including
a Pieture of the Boss Sir
Jack.

on the Senatorial Election—
New Years Calls the Proper
Thing.

Law

JFROM SATURDAY'S DAILY.

The above indicates what the jack
rabbits of Snake butte vicinity were en-
gaged in doing yesterday. About fifty
or sixty persons, on horse cor in buggies,
went out to Snuke butte, caccording to
program, to catch *“jacks.” Every man
on horse was a ranking officer, from the
general commanding, E. \\. West, down
Lo captains,

Wlen the brigade reached the other
side of the ravine crossed by the long
bridge, the forces were formed cin a line
abouta mile long, with General Lilli-
bridge in command of the left wing and
General Albright in command of the
right, while General West had charge of
the center.

The army then made sadvance towards
the butte, with the purpose of driving
the **jacks™ oyer the prairic and out of
the hillg, on to the level stretech beyond,
where the hounds were to be turned loose
on them.,

T'his scheme of rounding up a herd of
Jjack rabbits was a novel one—but it is
now believed to be impractical. The only
Jack seen was on Lillibridge’s left, and
he put the whole flank to rout, and in-
stead of herding lie charged through the
lines and escaped to the deep ravines to
| the rear.

i The live was again formed and the as-
cent of the butte made without seeing an-
other jack.

On the prairie beyond, orders were given
by Colonel Albright not to let the hounds
loose for uny jack that might be started
until 4 certain distance from the hills—
and not to holler. At this juncture a jack
about eight feet long bounded up in front
of Colonel McClure, and disregarding his
late orders he gave & yell that could be
heard iu Sully county, dug his rowels into
his Lorse’s flanks and in company with
the Wells hound accompanied the rabbit
back into the hills. Here the jack gave
them the grand shake.

The colonel had his kodak with him and
made snap shots on the fly, but ex-
smination of the proofs since showed that
heonly caught a section of a barb wire
fence—although he endeavors to make his
friends belicve that the flaw or white
streak across the picture is really the
jack.

At this juncture Capt., Horn's am-
bulance corps arriyed on the field and the
Wells dog was taken in charge and given
some water.

Soon another jack was started, but
none of the hounds saw it until it had
got under fine headway fully five hundred
yards distant—when the Fort Pierre
hound spled it, and away he went. Lord!
How that dog did run, and s pup too.
This was a great chase, but the rabbit
was a vetoran at the trade. and made the
hills all right.

After parading around over a few tree
claims, word came that some parties had
a Jack located mnot far from the hills
—right on the rond home.  This vicinity
was soon reached. The hunters were
aligned between the rabbit and the hills.
Three Lounds were led towards the jack
—a big fellow—who sat smiling at the
operations. Col McClure asked for a
snap shot with his kodak as the hounds
and rabbit started, and got a good picture
of General West’s legs!

This rabbit, just to show what kind of
stuff Snake butte jacks are made of, de-
liberately took right out on tho level
prairie.

The effect was the sume as though he
had gone into the hills—and General Al-
bright tendered his resignation when he
saw his Scotch hound turn around and
walk back after running s few rods.

The order was then given to breuk
ranks and return home for dinner—al-
though it was too late for most of them.

It was regretted that the Davis hound
was laid up and could not be with the
party—und the Fort Plerre hound, which
is a pup from the Davis dog, was admitted
to be the 'prettiest ruuner of the gang
yesterday.

Some were 80 disgusted with the re-
sult of the chase that they stole a colt
from a herd aud brought it homeo with
them.

Another juck-rabbit  hunt i3 being
planned for New Years, but we kunow of
some who will not attend—they are stand-
ing up to eat their meals today.

e
When the Senator 1s Klected.

Col. Goodner, clerk of-the supreme
conrt, has divected our attentlon to scc-
tions 14 and 15, chapter 1, of the revised
statutes of the United States, governing
the election of senators. Unless another
act has intervened, which is not probable,

‘the successor to Senstor Moody will not

SNAKE BUTTE SPORT.

be elected until January 20, or after.

We herewith quote said sections in full:
Section 14. The legislature of each
state, which is chosen next preceding the
expliration of the the time for which any
senator was elected to represent said
state In congress shall, on the second
Tuesday after the meeting and organiza-
tion therecof, proceed to elect a senalor in
congress.

Section 15. Such election shall be con-
ducted i. the following manner: each
house shall openly, by a viva voce vote of
each member present, name one person
for senator in congress from such state,
and the name of the p.rson as voted for,
whoreceives a majority of the whole
number of votes cast in each house, shall
be entered on the journal of that house by
the clerk or secretary thereof; or if either
house falls togive such majority to any
person upon that day, the fact shall be
entered upon the journal.

At 12 o’clock meridian of the day fol-
lowing thht on which proceedings are re-
quired to take place, as aforesaid, the
members of the two houses shall convene
in joint assembly, and the journal of each
house ghall then be read, and if the same
person has received a majority of all the
votes in each house, he shall be declared
duly elected senator. But if the same
person has not received a majori 9 of the
votes in each house, or if either house has
failed to take proceedings as required by
this section, the joint assembly shall then
proceed to choose, by a viva voce vote of
cach person present, a person for senator,
and the person who receives a majority
of all the votes of the joint assembly, a
majority of all the members elected to
botli houses being present and voting,
shall then be declared duly elected. Ifno
person receives a majority on the first
day, the joint assembly shall meet at 12
o'clock meridian of each succeeding day
during the session of the legislature, and
shall take at least one vote, until a sen-
ator is elected.

New Years Calls.

Thesubject has not been discussed yet,
but the Free Press would suggest to the
ladies of the city that there arc several
scores of gentlemen who are actually
pining away in fear that they will not
have the opportunity of making New
Years calls, and the scribe is besieged on
all sides by requests to use his eloquence
to pursuade theladies to open their houses
for calls on the first day of 1891, which
will be next Thursday. Serionsly, this is
a most delightful custom, and if these re-
ceptions are rightly conducted add much
towards creating a fraternal fecling
among the people of a community. For
the past few years it 18 not considered
good form to serve wine or other in-
toxicants to New Years callers, and a
simple lunch of rolls, sandwiches, cake
and fruit, with tea and coffee on the side
is all that custom warrants,and even that
may be dispensed with. It is not the
lunch that is desired by callers. but the
social privilege of calling on their lady
fricnds and enjoying a breezy chat fora
few moments. In keeping open houseit is
usual for several ladies to clubr together
at the home of one, and the lady boarders
at the various hotels can hold receptions
in the hotel parlors. By all means let us
have a social reunion on the first day of
the ney year.

The Frer Press will be glad to pub-
lish u complete list of those who will re-
celve, and would again urge the ladies to
make thelr arrangements.

e
FROM FORT PIERRE.

‘I'he Regular Grist of News From
Over the River.
SATURDAY’S DAILY.

Deacon Riggle. an old and experienced
ranchman, has just returned from the Bad
river cattle ranges and states that the
cattle are in fine condition—as fat amd
sleek as wolves. Mr. Riggle alsu states
that the prairies are covered with large
quantities of rich, matared grass that
must go to waste for the lack of cattle to
eat itoff. It might here be said that
millions of dollars are being lost to South
Dakota in not having stock to consume
this natural product of the prairies.

The Christmas tree exercises held by
the Bad river Indians in their church on
Chrisunas night are reported to have been
interesting and highly enjoyable.

Rev. James Oakey will preach in the
Fort Pierre Congregational church tomor-
row at 3 p. m. Subjett: **A Sermon for
the Close of the Year.™

Two or three loads of merchandise, cte.,
started west today.

The Indian trade was quite large to-
day.

Teums crossed over
this forenoon.

MONDAY'S DAILY .

Election of oflicers and teachers of the
Congregational Sunday school for the en-
suing term occurred yesterday, the re-
sult being as follows: F. R. Ketchum,
superintendent; DBlanche Jeffries, sec-
retary; C. F. S. Templin, treasurer; Mrs.
Frank Roll, librarian, and Charles Jen-
nings, collector of offering. The follow-
ing ure the teachers elected: C. F. S.
Templin, biLle class; Mrs. Howes, inter-
mediate; Dr. Dickey, juvenile; Ethel
Whitney, primary. Anorder was given
for a library of forty volumes and other
supplies for the school.

Numerous holders of town lots are
making preparations to prove up thereon
before Mayor Ervin shortly—or as soon
as the books are received.

A number of Pierro people crossed over
on the ice this forenoon, notwithstanding
the fact that the ice is not the safest.

Indian freight is still being crossed to
this point for the Cheyenne Indians.

John Ledwick’s blacksmith shop
ueusring completion.

—_————

Whooping cough, croup, sore throat,
sudden colds, and lung troubles peculiar
to children, are easily controlled by
promptly administering Ayer's cherry
pectoral. This remedy is safe to take,
cortain in its action, and adapted to all

constitutions.
IS A S N,

Children Cry for
Pitcher’s Castorla.

the main channel

is

ANOTHER PICTURE.

An Account of How the Big Foot Band
Were Brought Into the Chey-
enne Agency.

Just the Opposite of What Has Been
Pictured in Deseriptions of the
Jvent.

Comm’r. Parker Describes Two Black
Hills State Institutions of
Note.

————

FROM MONDAY’'S8 DAILY.

The following account of the capture of
hostiles on Cheyenne river is furnished us
by an eye witness:

ForTt BENNETT, S. D, Dec. 26.—Mr. Ed-
ftor: The Sioux City Journal of the 24th
inst. contains the following telegraphic
dispatch: ‘‘Pierre, Dec. 23, special. Re-
porte from Fort Bennett indicate that the
hostlles under Big Foot, who capitulated,
arcon the way to the post. The first
company of troops to reach them made
terms, offering peace if they would sur-
render their arms. The Indians refused
and threatened to massacre the company.
The next day seven more companies ar-
rived, when the hostiles gave up their
Winchestersand ammunition. One hun-
dred of Sitting Bull’s braves will be «-nl
to Standing Rock.”

**Such were the tales that won belief
And puch the goloring fancy gave."

Now, Mr. Editor, the fact of the mat-
ter is that these Indians were discovered
by Lieut. Hale, hiding in the bushes on
the Cheyenne river about four miles cast
of Dupree's ranch. They were inter-
viewed by him, but as he was not a big
chief, they wanted Capt. Hearst to receive
their surrender. So, in reality, Capt.
Hearstcaptured the above band of hostiles
single handed. The next thing that hap-
pened was that all the available wagons
and transportation that could be mus-
tered at the agency had to be sent out to
this hostile camp to bring in the savage
band; including the agency physician,
with a sack of sugar and coffec and med-
icines and stimulants. to keep them alive.
They reached the vicinity of the agency
about 5 o’clock, where they were
rounded up, formed into line and marched
through the agency to their place near
the military camp and convenient to grub.
Oh, for a Kodak to picture them as they
limped through the agency. lame, sick,
halt and blind: old men, and old
women, and- children, and squalling
papooses: and this the war party.
Where were the one hundred
braves that were to be returned to Stand-
inz Rock agency? Where were the war-
riors that were to massacre the devoted
one company? On a careful search ouly
three able bodied men were found in this
refugee band of non-combatants, Scared
out of Standing Rock agency by the melee
with Sitting Bull and running for their
lives. Thus ends the grand surrender
and the war on the Cheyenne river. Now
all ye white settlers on the banks of the
beautiful and unblooded Cheyenne, return
to your lovely penates, ye little children
seek your little trundle beds and sleep
the fleep of peace, for the red super-
annated beef-eating savage reposes, while
he laughs in his sleeve at the idea of be-
ing a prisoner of war on the banks of the
sleeping Missouri. his

Humre, X
mark.

e
Two Black Hills Institutions.

L.and Commissioner Parker, who has
recently returned from a trip to the Black
Hills, was seen by a FrREE PRESS man 10-
day, and asked for a little account of his
visit. His object ingoing there was in an
official capacity to look up some of the
school lands and on other educational
matters. He said:

“The Spearfish Normal school is a
number one school, and ably managed by
Fayette L. Cooke, its principal, whois en-
tirely devoted to its interests and zpures
no pains to make it first-class in every re-
spect. Some idea of its popularity ean be
had from the attendanze, which com-
prises 126 students, Their interest in the
work Is good, discipline perfect. and the
institution will compare with other
normal schools in older states.

*The Hot Springs Soldiers’
which 1 also visited in my rounds.
my opinion on¢ of the finest, and
the best built building in the state, being
capaciouns, solid and beantiful. This
sample of rock here is whatits walls are
made of, being mined in the Hills, and
gives the building a perfect tinish.

*It now hassome forty inmates, all old
veterans, who need just such a home.
Each of them receives from the govern-
ment £100 for his maintenance each vear,
which I should say. covers a major
share of hix living expenses. I'here is
room there now for 300 inmates. The
home now lacks furniture, there being
only fifty beds there at present, whilea
library would come in good play, if every-
body would give donations of a few old
books towards it. The culinary depart-
ment is well managed, while there are
plenty of bath tubs on each floor supylied
directly with mineral waters from the
famous springs near by. I spent some
time there to satisfy myself, and believe
the state has done handsomely by the
broken down and crippled veterans who
deserve more than can ever be returned
by the government for their services in
the past. There is plenty that might yet
be told about this place, that would be of
interest. Itis a greatcredit to thestate.”

Home,
in
about

is

———

“Now is the winter of our
made glorious summer’” by Ayer's sar-
saparilla. This wonderful medicine so
invigorawes the system and cnriches the
blood that cold weather becomes pos-
itively enjoyable. Arctic explorers would
do well to make a note of this.

discontent

e —————
"The Weekly FREE PRESS one year and
a &2 book all for &2,

Chlidren Cry for
Pitcher’s Castoria.

WHO IS MRS, WELDON?

Sald She in not the Agent of an indian
Ald Seoclety.

The peaple of Plerre will remember
last summer when the Abner O'Neal ar-
rived in Plerre from Standing Rock it had
as passengers a Mrs. Weldon and her son,
a lad of perhaps twelve years of age. The
FreE Press had at the time & short in-
terview with the lady, as she had become
quite noworiocs as the one who had been
trifling with the feelings of Sitting Bull
—sSo the reports stated.  She disclaimed,
i an emphatic way, any conicction in
this manner, and alleged that the sensa-
tion was started by an imaginative cor-
respondent at Bismarck, or something o
that effect.

The following, from u recent issuo of
the New York Herald, throws some
light on tho case:

Considerable curiosity has been excited
In Brooklyn and elsewhers as to the iden-
tity of the Mrs. Weldon, of Brooklyn, N,
Y., mentioned in dispatches from Bis-
marck, N. D., as having lived with Sitting
Bull for several months as an agent of an
Indian aid society of Brooklyn. There is
only one such society in the city across
the bridge, the Brooklyn Women'’s Indian
association, and Mrs. Lyman Abbott, wife
of the pastor of Plymouth church, is its
president.  Mrs. Abbott said yesterday
she was happy to state that no member of
the association knew Mrs. Weldon, that
she had no connection with the organizas
tion and did not represent it in any
way. as the assscistion had no auther-
Ized agents. Mrs. _Abbott further said
that she first heard of Mrs. Weldon
about six weeks ago when some one wrote
to the newspapers sharply scoring the as-
sociation for sending out such an agent,
Stating that the present Indian trouble
was, In a great measure, due to Mrs, Wal-
don’s evil influence over Sitting Dull.
The members of the association conferred
upon the subject at that time, but none
of them had ever heard of the woman, A
letter was received subsequently from u
New Jarsey town, where w Mrs. Weldon
atone time lived, which stated that the
woman had at some previous period lived
in Brooklyn, but had sold her effects and
gone west. Mrs. Abbott believes thar
Mrs. Weldon is an adventuress.

A dispatch from Stunding Rock says
thut while Mrs. Weldon was foolishly in-
fatuated with Sitting Bull at first. Major
McLaughlin avers that he *‘was in a
position to know™ that *‘the relations
were not erimival,” as intimated in the
press di\'p:m-luw

e
ATTORNEY GENERAL’'S OPINIONS.
He Giver 'I'wo on Matters of Public
Interewt.
REGISTER OF DEEDS.

Attorney General's Oflice, Pierre,
Dec. 22, 180, Frank Turner,
torney.

Dear Sir: Replying to your request for
the opinion of this office as to whether or
not a register of deeds, after the first
Monday in January next, will be entitled
to retain the fees for making abstracts of
title, I would say that a litera! applics-
tion of chapter one; of the laws of 1384
—and that seems at first view to be cor-
rect—would contine the ofticial action of
the register to the ac: of making the
certificato to an abstract, and hence limit
the eflicial fee to the compensation for
that service, and require that fee only
1o be accounted for. but construing
the provisions of the set in  the
light of the necessity  for  pro-
tection 1o persons reiving on abstracts,
and considering the special provisions 1o
that end contained in section six and re-
lating to the otlice of register of deeds, |
am constrained to the view thatitwas the
intention of the legislature o place the en-
tire business of making abstracts oy suck
offjcers within the range of their ofliciul
duties, and therefore make them respon-
sible for an account of the fees received as
compensation therefor.  If this view be
correct it fullows that ander chapter 134
of the laws of 18%) —u register of deeds
will not be entitled o return the fees col-
lected by Lim for making abstracts. This
question is by no means free from ecither
doubt or difticuity. Respectfully,

RopeErT DoLLArb.
RAILROAD CORPORATIONS,

\Llul ney General’s Office, Pierre, S, D..
Dece, 11, 188,

l)c.n Sir: Your favor of the sth inst.
is received, and in reply I enclose copy of
a letter vart of which will show the con-
clusion at which I arrived when consider-
ing the question as to laws inforce in this
state.

Since I wrote this letter an examination
of the authorities more fully, viz Cooley
and Story on constitution, ete., a leading
Ohio case, opinion by Judge Thurman
and decisions of the United States
preme court, has convineed me that
position is correct.

‘T'he only railroad law that I ¢an now re-
call as affected by stiute constitution is
that passed last winter providing for
gross earning tax, constitution leaving
roads to be taxcd in Llinois for ex-
ample.

I see¢ no reason why you will not be as
safe in extending your road under the
state as under the territorial government,
aund certainly our people will bid you a
hearty God  speed. more particularly
should you come to us by the way of the
coul mines on our western border. Ican
se¢ no reason why section 1, article 17, of
eur constitution should be so construed
as to prohibit the orgunization ot corpor-
ations under our existing general law, ex-
cept that is might be said corporations
cannot be bereafter created except in pur?
suance of a law brought into existence by
legislative action after the birth of the
state, which would seem to me to be an
absurdity when the general law now in
force meots the substantial requirements
of the constitution and averts the mis- -
chiet which I apprehend its framers had
in view.

You may get some light from the Illf-
nols supreme court on this question as
that section is but a repetition of section
1, article 11 of the constitution of 1870 of
that state. Respect.full).

ROBERT DOLLARD.
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