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A MILLION TONS OF SNOW 

Fearful Hush of nu Avalanche From 
Mountain Peak to (inlcli. 

About 2,000 feet'lrom the Denver A, 
Kio Grande depot there ia a maps ot 
snow in one lump which contain* 
about 1,000,000 ton.", says the Silver-
ton, Coi., Miner. Tin: mass represents 
a snow slide which ciinitifrom the sum­
mit of Kendall mountain the night of 
Feb. 2tf. The point where the snow 
broke from theappex of the mountain 
is probably 2 1-2 miles from the rail­
road track, and the slide made the 
run, according to witnesses who heard 
the crash at the start and tile crunch 
when it stopped, in less than two min­
utes. 

Monday night was a terror. The 
mercury had shrunk away dowij in 
the bull), and every one expected t o 
see the climax ot the storm. About 
S o'clock threat banks of snow began 
to accumulate and pile up in fantas­
tic shapes on the mountain top. 
Then came pull's of wind as strong as 
a gale, and mmiat uie wliirlwindsscur-
ried here and there all over the park, 
toying with the loose boards and send­
ing up columns of sport ivesnowllakes. 
Higher and thicktr and darker the 
cloud battlements plied over the Ani-
mas canyon, while t hose up the Ani­
mas, like castles of light; riding on bil­
lows ol resplendent silver, loomed in 
magnificent grandeur. Over and 
among those aerial mountains the 
moon peeped through fitfully and 
east in a tlood of dazzling glory. By 
•' o'clock the storm v;ns at: its height. 
Tile wind tore through the foliage on 
the hillsides, and, battering at the 
buildings, hurled defiance at man­
kind. Serpentine lines of glittering 
lire gle,lined from between the rents 
in the clouds, and loud detonations 
'rom the battlements on high proclam-
ed t he march of the storm. 

It was about midnight when, above 
the roar of the elements, farabove i lie 
clouds upon old Kendall, the loud 
"cruc-k-k" was heard. Then a "crooch, 
crooch. crunch"' and then the whole 
mountain side seemed to be coining 
with a fearful and indescribablecrush. 
Thousands of t ons of snow were shot 
out of that snace above timber line 
and piled into Idaho gulch, and brush-
nig down everyt liing before it. Trees, 
rock--, banks of frozen earth, all shar­
ed in a common fate, and to see that 
monster coining, as it, seemed, from 
the clouds, would have been a grand 
sight . There was no stop to thecolos-
sal mass when it st ruck thell.it.. Mak­
ing its own road as it coursed its race, 
tilling ill all declivities, it. continued 
on its mad rush until it reached the 
river. [Instead of stopping there, 
it sni'V-red a bridge for itselt and con­
tinued over the railroad track, carrv-
ing with it t wo telegraph poles, the Y, 
and spread itself finally over tlietown 
site, within 20 yards from the main 
street of Silverton. 

The Pennsylvania Tragedy, 

The deplorable tragedy at More-
wood, Pa., says the Chicago Inter 
Ocean, was an almost inevitable on I— 

' come of the ex Civil ingly un sat is fact ory 
conditions of labor which long have 
prevailed in the coaling and coking re­
gions of Pennsylvania. This is a sub­
ject to which the Inter Ocean freouent-
!y has called the attention of its read 
ers. Of the seven persons killed every 
one was an unnaturalized resident. A 
very large proportion of the persons 
employed in the coaling and coking 
works of Pennsylvania are aliens 
Many oi them have been brought.from 
Kurope on terms which barely evade 
the letter of the law against importa­
tion ot labor under contract. Not a 
few of them, it is charged, have been 
brought in direct violation of the law. 
It is but a few days ago that a tale of 
horror was revealed concerning the 
treatment of aliens imported to serve 
in the mines of West Virgina. Univer­
sally these al en laborers work for less 
wages, live on a lower scale, and are 
less intelligent. than the native or na­
turalized citizens whom they have 
supplanted. 

.Enlightened seltishness should have 
warned employers against the dangers 
of ignorant and imported labor. ~ As 
soon as well established in this coun­
try, it is brought into view of, and 
often into touch with, American 
trades unionism. It learns the value 
of urbanization, it aspires to better 
conditions, it regards itsemployers as 
conspirators, who have taken advan­
tage of its ignorance of the laws, lan­
guage, and customs of the country to 
obtain its service below the market 
rate of labor, it has no veneration, 
affection, or permanent interest in the 
Republic. It is prone to mistake the 
freedom of organizat ion for the license 
of violence. 11 is a dangerous element, 
easily deceived by demagogues, quick­
ly excited to revenge, and, perhaps, 
justly conscious of wrong done to it. 

The frequency of disturbancesin the 
coaling and eoking districts wisely 
may be made the subject of legislative 
inquiry. The inquiry should besearch-
ing, deliberate, and wholly untmctur-
ed by a desire to create party capital. 
Something is wrong. The first thing 
is to learn what is wrong; next, how 
it can be made right. 

The action of the deputies in the 
Morewood tragedy seems to'have 
been not only justifiable but unavoid­
able. An armed and excited mob was 
ready to drive out the laborers em­
ployed in the works, and to destroy 
the plant. The sheriff's deputies first 
fired in the air, and, finding that the 
mob was undismayed by this, after­
ward into the midst of the crowd, 
with a result of seven killed and twen­
ty-seven wounded. The mob, of 
course, was discomfited. The method 
was severe, but the lesson of the difl 
ererice between freedom to organize 
and license to kill and destroy has 
been learned thoroughly by the aliens. 
It is sad that the need' of the lesson 
should have been imperative. 

The seven slain are aliens, one being 
an Italian, others being Austrian 
Poles, and yet others Slavs, presum-
bly subjects of Russia* It is not im­

possible that the tragedy may be 
the occasion of much diplomatic cor­
respondence between the government 
of the United States and those of 
which the dead men were subject*]; 
and, though the killing of them was a 
lawful and necessary measure, it may 
be that more than temporary inter­
national heart-burnings may follow 
the sad event. It should be a matter 
of serious consideration lest; this Re­
public should be drawn into those 
entanglingeomplk'atious with lOurope-
an affairs which lisfoundersso great­
ly dreaded, by reason of tha indis­
criminate admission of foreigners to 
whom the conditions of American life 
appear to be inexplicable. 

Dakota's Returning Prosperity. 
All reports concerning the weather 

in North and South Dakota during 
the past- two or three weeks would 
seem to indicate that, the meteorologi­
cal signs come from the proper quarter 
of the heavens. Jupiter Pluvitis has 
dealt out moisture with a generous 
hand, says the Minneapolis Tribune, 
thus making crop prospects all that 
could be desired at this particular sea­
son. 
*  *  <  * • * • * .  *  *  *  

All reports now indicate that there 
has been an unusual precipitation o: 
moisture in the form of rain and snow 
during I he past, two mont hs, and never 
since the settlement of the two states 
has there been as general a prospect, 
for large crops of cereals as there is to­
day. From the Missouri river to the 
Minnesota line the rainfall has been 
abundant, the valleys of the .lames, 
the Sioux and the Ked rivers having 
been especially fortunate in this 
respect.. Information conies from 
North Dakota that the wheat acreage 
will be unusually large, and that, 
many farms which have remain 
ed uncultivated for three years 
past will be sown this spring. 

The trans-Missouri country both 
north and south is unfitted for general 
farming purposes; but its value for 
raising ot sheep, cauie and horses is 
now generally understood, and o: late 
years have witnessed the introduction 
of millions of live stock into the west­
ern port ion of the Dakotas, from the 
British, line to the Black Hills. 

Wit h tile exception of the mining in­
terests in the western portion of South 
Dakota, the interests oF these two new 
states are almost exclusively agricult­
ural. Let us hopethatthe rainbow of 
promise that liowspanstheirskyfrom 
horizon to horizon will not prove illu­
sive, but. hat its excellent prospect 
may reach full fruitage. No states of 
the American union are blessed with a 
larger proportion of intelligent, people 
than they. Knterprise, thrift, knowl­
edge and energy are their characteris­
tics, and if the forces of nature can lie 
controlled by human foresight, those 
people will sooner or later conquer a 
splendid destiny. 

One assurance of a substantial pros­
perity they have in the near future is 
tound in the fact that the townsite 
boomer has— 

"t'olijfd liia tout like the Arab 
And t-ilently t?tole invuy,'1 

lie may be found domiciled now in 
the coast district of the State of 
Washington or hunting cheap trans­
portation to new fields and pastures 
green in the wilds of Western Texas. 
The Dakotas have use for every strong 
arm tnat seeks their borders with the 
will and the capacity to labor. Mill­
ions of untitled acres await the magic 
touch of labor to contribute their 
quota toward filling the would's 
granaries. In those two promising 
commonwealths there are already an 
abundance of towns, cities and vil­
lages for the use of the present, genera­
tion. The rains of the present spring 
are sent, to encourage the prosecution 
ot productive agriculture. In this 
alone lies all the prosperity worth 
having anywhere in the Northwest. 
The land speculator's method during 
the ''boom period" in Dakota were 
invariably more distructive than 
those of the grasshopper, the hot 
winds or the drouth. Let us hope he 
hasgonewiththe.se, never to return 
to mar the substantial prosperity of 
our sister states. 

A New Republic. 
Although there is always a deplor­

able lack of interest and of informa­
tion concerning political and social 
movements outside the narrow field 
of our own observation, says the 
Daily Pioneer Press, there has seldom 
been an instance of it so conspicuous 
as the almost unbroken silence which 
meets the possible birth of one of the 
great republics of the world. The or­
dinary press dispatches tell us abso­
lutely nothing ot the great federation 
convention which has neen in session 
at Sydney, Australia. The only news 
of it at hand is filtered through En­
glish source*, and these are 
wholly ignorant of details. But it ap­
pears to be true that Australia has 
taken a step exactly similar to our 
change from government under the 
old Articles of Confederation to gov­
ernment under the Constitution. If 
this is true, it means the rise of a 
compact new nation, mighty in re­
sources and thoroughly imbued with 
the spirit of democracy. It is an 
event that should have been heralded 
with greater show of interest and 
greater abundance of information 
than the outbreak of a European war, 
because it means more for the world 
and for the future history of govern­
ment. It is a matter for deep regret 
that we know so little ot this latest 
venture of the brave Anglo-Saxor 
race. 

Up to this time the colonies of the 
Australian continent have had no 
common relations wcrth mentioning. 
Each was a colony of the crown, as 
independent of and almost as indiffer­
ent to the others as it they were separ­
ated by the ocean. There has been, 
indeed, a lovm of understanding be­
tween them; but there was" .no com­
mon jiolicy, do identity of interests, 
and no consolidation of authority or 
power. In no sense of the word was 
Australia a nation. It was an aggre­

gation even looser than that of our 
colonies after the Revolution; for 
they at least had the bond oi hav­
ing stood together to repel a common 
danger and having fought a common 
foe. But the Australian settlements 
were historically separate, and looked 
rather to some fut ure scheme of im­
perial federation than to any internal 
harmony for the force that was to 
unite and harmonize them. But the 
race is as vigorous, as ambitious, as 
impatient of delay under the South­
ern Cross as where the lights of Ursa 
Major shine upon it. It has taken 
its future into its own hands; and, 
unless the meager accounts at hand 
are all at fault., it has created a new 
Saxon republic in the Southern seas. 

Certain it is that the Commonwealth 
of Australia has been brought, into 
existance by this federal convention. 
It has not yet set itself up as an inde­
pendent power, though its intent to 
be that in all but name is shown by 
the proposition, made though defeat­
ed, to choose the executive officer, the 
governor general, by a popular vote. 
That is still lost to the queen of Eng­
land, but it may be well imagined that 
it is only the desire of Australians 
that will be consulted. As to the con­
stitution which has been ratified, 
we are wholly in the dark. Common 
report in the English press de­
scribes it as something between the 
American ami the Canadian instru­
ments of government. But, in any 
event, it establishes a strong central 
government, anil stamps on Australia 
the republican character forall f mie to 
come. English speHking people every­
where will wait with intense interest 
for tuller news of t his great and inevit­
able transtormation. The birth of a j 
new republic, destined to rank some 
day among the powers of the world, j 
is an event that ought not to pass un­
noticed, while the public is informed 
carefully that the Uerman emporer is 
improving in marksmanship,and that 
there has been a street fight in Cork. 

Chinese Secret Societies. 

Advices from Shanghai give some 
particulars of a government report on 
the subject of Chinese secret societies. 
Ihere are a large number of these 
societies in the land of the Mongolian 
and they exert considerable lnlluence 
upon all who are in any way connect­
ed wit h them. They exist throughout 
the length and breat h of the laud and 
date from a time long prior to the 
amalgamation of the country under a 
single crown. Tliev are classed into 
two categories, political and qu.-isi-re-
jigious; both are invested with mystic­
ism, in some cases very attractive, in 
others degenerating into the most pal­
try hocus posus. For some timepast 
the government has waged war against 
all alike, the idea being that men who 
are not satisfied with the teachings of 
Confucius must have something wrong 
about them. In the penal code of 
China there is a clause against magi­
cians who raise evil spirits by means 
of magical books and dire 'incanta­
tions, together with leaders of/secret 
and impure sects, and members of 
superstitious associations in general. 
All these are regarded as offenders 
against the law by their diabolical 
practices, and are liable to death by 
strangulation. Notwithstanding this, 
however, thesocietiesseem to flourish. 
First in rank is the Society ot Heaven 
and Earth, or the Triad, the practics 
and teachings in connection with 
which bear a strong resemblance to 
Masonry. Thirty-six oathsareexact-
ed from the candidate for admission, 
and the cutting off' of a cock's head by 
a sword reminds him of his fate it he 
betrays the mysteries of the society. 
Another organization is known 
as the Religion of the Spread Cloth, 
while members of another society 
wear a secret badge shaped like a lily 
or a locus. Then there are t he Little 
Red Spirits, the Pure Tea society, 
with an inocent name but with revo­
lutionary motives, while the Fellow­
ship of Pure Reason, the membership 
of which is pledged to abstain from 
alcohol, tobacco and opium, is aiso 
regarded as being far from above sus­
picion. Then there are the followers 
of the Rice Dumpling religion, one of 
whose initiation ccremouies consists 
of the eat.ing of a small dumpling of 
a particularly glutenous and adhesive 
kind of rice. In partaking of this the 
candidate for initiation takes the 
oath of secrecy and mutual attach 
ment the government proposes 
to avail itself ef the information 
contained in the report by initiating 
a crusade against secret societies of 
ail descriptions. 

Vied in a Distant Land. 
The particulars of the death of John 

P. Swift, United States minister to 
Japan, arrived at San Francisco, Cal., 
on the 7th inst., on the steamer Rio 
de Janiero. Mr. Swift had been pros­
trated by an attack of influenza early 
in the year, but was supposed to have 
entirely recovered. On March 10 he 
complained of a pain in the region of 
his heart, and went to bed. That 
nieht while talking to Mrs. Switt he 
suddenly expired without further 
warning. Death was attributed to 
heart failure. The tyody was taken 
to Yokohama, where it was received 
with great honors. As the funeral 
procession reached Yokohamaminute 
guns were fired from the United 
States steamship Alliance. The 
funeral arrangements were made 
by the American colony and were par­
ticipated in by the Japanese officials, 
the foreign diplomatic corps, the 
American legation, Admiral Belknap 
and staff The funeral services were 
held in the American Episcopal church 
at Tokio March 13. The coffin was 
draped with the United States flag 
and was covered with flowers. Some 
of which were sent from the imperial 
household. The services were con­
ducted by Bishops Williams and 
Beckersteth. The remains were es­
corted to the train by the foreign and 
Japanese ministers, the naval and 
military officers and a large detachf 
ment of troops. - At Yokohama sail­
ors from the United States, British, 
Italian and Japanese men-of-war act-
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ed as an escort. Bishop Williams 
conducted the services at the ceme­
tery. A wreath sent by the emperor 
was buried in the grave. The remains 
are only temporarily intered at Yoko­
hama, and will be conveyed to Cali­
fornia. 

Emancipation of Ireland. 
The feeling of uneasiness which is 

gaining ground among the English lib-
erajs as to clerical interference in Irish 
politics has been powerfully voiced by 
Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice in an ad­
dress to the Reading liberals. Lord 
Fitzmaurice said that Protestant as 
he was, ho desired to recognize that 
Ireland was chiefly a Roman Catholic 
country, but they must equally bear 
in mind that Ireland was not altogeth­
er Roman Catholic and that a place 
must be kept securelor the Protestant 
in the politics of the country. He 
added that it was most desirable that 
not hing should be done to increase the 
difficulties of the situation by striking 
the note of ecclesiastical bigotry. 
Lord Edmond's apprehensions are 
widely shared by English non-con­
formists as well as Irish Protestants, 
and the slurs on the Orangemen in the 
Sligo contest have greatly tended to 
exasperate that order. 

RACE WITH A MAN-EATER 

STARTLING ADVENTURE IN THE 
SAMOAN ISLANDS. 

The Pope was Plenscd. 
At a reception given to the college 

of cardinals at the Vatican ^his holi­
ness the pope asked Archbishop 
Walsh, who was also present, for news 
in regard to the situation of political 
and religious affairs in Ireland. The 
pope expressed great satisfaction at 
the result of 1 he election for a succes­
sor to the late Mr. Peter McDonald, 
as representative in parliament ot 
North Sligo. when the Parnellite can­
didate. Aid. Valentine B. Dillon, of 
the Rotunda ward of Dublin, was de­
feated by the McCrathyite candidate, 
Aid. Bernard Collery, of Sligo. His 
holiness spoke with pleasure and ad­
miration of the united action taken 
by the Irish bishops and pronounced 
himself as being in warm sympathy 
with t he Irish people, adding that he 
anxiously hopes that the Irish people 
would maintain confidence in them­
selves and in their country in spite of 
the present trials and difficulties to 
which Ireland and the Irish were un­
fortunately subjected. 

An Effective Legislature. 
The eight general assembly of Colo­

rado adjourned at midnight on the 
7 th inst. It has accomplished but lit­
tle. The early days of the house were 
taken up in a disgraceful row over the 
speakership. Which lasted for weeks 
and result ed in the killing of Police In­
spector llawley and the seriously 
wounding of one of his men. Its 
other work can be summed up in the 
election of Henry M. Teller, to the 
United States senate; passage of Aus­
tralian system of balloting, and the 
metropolitan police and fire bill, 
and the appropriation of §100.000 
for the world's fair. The most impor­
tant measures which they refused to 
enact was a railroad bill an 1 the bill 
providing for a constitutional amend­
ment to bondthestate'sindebtedness. 
Both of tli&se measures were demand­
ed by the people, and the last consid­
ered of the greatest importance, as the 
action of the seventh assembly great­
ly increiised the debt and to some ex­
tent injured the state's credit. 

Labor Crisis in Belgium. 
The Belgian workmen's party recen t 

Iy in session in Brussels considered the 
question of ordering a general strike. 
The strike was originally fixed for 
April 1, but postponed to await the 
action of the miners' international 
congress. The congress, however, has 
done nothing and Belgian workmen 
still hesitate to sacrifice Belgian indus­
try in the general cause of labor. The 
cessation of manufactures in Belgium 
would afford a golden opportunity to 
the depressed industries of England 
and France, with which Belgium enters 
into competition. A number of par­
tial strikes are already going on indif­
ferent parts of Belgium, but without 
apparent concert of action. 

Attempted Assassination. 
An unknown man fired three shots 

at J. P. Tarvin, of Covington, Ky., 
on the Oth inst., while he was sitting 
in his office on the second floor of the 
Commonwealth building. Fortunate­
ly the aim of the assassin was as bad 
as his purpose, and none of the mis­
siles struck their intended target. Mr. 
Tarvin is a prominent young lawyer 
and can give no reason for the at­
tempt upon his life. He could give 
no discription of the fellow, as he 
barely got a glimpse of him. Search 
was mad6 in the neighborhood by the 
police, who heard the shots, but no 
trace of the man could be found. 

A Defaulting Trustee. 
* 

Lewis Booker has been the agent for 
many years of the Hanewinckel estate* 
at Richmond, Va., valued at several 
hundred thousand dollars. All of the 
heirs had received their portion, ex­
cept Edward Hanewinckel, the young­
er son, and he recently demanded a 
settlement. Mr. Booker was not able 
to give him all his share. What the 
shortage will amount to is not known; 
but it is said to be $100,000. Mr. 
Hanewinckel has instituted suit to at­
tach Booker's property and to recov­
er about $6,000. Mr. Booker, who 
stood high in the community, is ill and 
refused to be interviewed. 

At Lynn, Miihb ., the morocco workers 
have abandoned their strike, which began 
last August and 8fleetcd 16,000 men atone 
tiiriB. The strike ia a total failure. Thisis 
practically a deathblow to the Knights of 
Labor in Lynn. 

According to statistics just made public 
152,413 prrsonn emigrated from the Brit­
ish islis to the United States in 1890, wliilo 
onjy 22,520 persons emigrated from the 
British iates to British America in the same 
year. 

Whl'.o Knjoylnfc the Past luiu of l'laiik IUii-
Inff Through the llreaknr* uu Kn-

thtiHlnstlo Visitor Knoounut* 
cmaSavngo Shark. 

"I had been traveling around the 
world, after tho fashion of Englishman, 
and had stopped at tho Satnoan Islands 
on my way up from Australia to run 
thorn over and gain some information 
regarding- tho natives, their ways and 
and customs, and as a result I became 
enamored of tho pUioo, climato and 
people, and remained there nearly a 
year. 

"During- thai time. I mudo myself 
familiar with nearly all tho islands of 
tho group, and one in particular had a 
peculiar fcicsination to mo. It was 
callcd in our tonguo Inaccessibly, as 
during a majority of tho timo it was al-
most impossible to yo ushoro. 

"Wo glided into a littlo bay and 
were soon on tho beach, which led up 
to some high lulls, well timbored with 
tropical trees and plants. I soon saw 
tho cause uf tho trouble in lauding. 
Onco on tho hill tops I looked down 
upon a long beach, upon which beat 
tho finest surf I had ever seen. Tho 
waves were simply great rollers, which 
oamo in a slow, dignified fashion that 
was most Impressive. Tho men, who 
had all been there before, ran down 
tho shore, where 1 soon saw them 
hauling somu planks from tho bush, 
which I learned they had concealed on 
a former occasion. In short, tho 
waves were utilized by them to enjoy 
Ono of the most exciting sports imag­
inable, and I W;LS very quickly initiat­
ed into it. 

"Tho men threw off what littlo cloth­
ing they wore. Then each seized a 
plank and attempted to launch it. This 
was easier said than done, and mjuiy 
wore t'uo upsets that ensued as the big 
rollers oamo in, but finally all of them 
got beyond tho shore and beyond tho 
point where waves broke, and then I 
saw where the sport came in. Turning 
in shoro tho men threw themselves 
upon the planks, and watching their 
opportunity, steered them so that they 
held' their position on the crest of the 
tollor and came in with it. Once under 
way tho natives skilfully raised th'-m-
solves to their feet, and so standing 
upright camo rushing in. 

"I was younger in those days than i 
am now and soon convinced myself that 
I should enjoy this spurt as well as the 
natives, and, securing a plank. I, too, 
pushed out from tho shore. Tho first 
wavo that struck mo nearly drowned 
me, but I dived into tho next and my 
plank beat me in about two minutes. I 
was not easily discouraged, however, 
and kept at it with a pesistency worthy 
of a better cause ami tmally secured my 
position upon a wave and" felt for the 
first timo tho thrill and excitement of 
tho onward rush. There was a fascina­
tion about it that 1 cannot explain." 

"During that visit I did not attain 
suflieiont skill to tuiablo me to take 
tho riffle standing, but ou subsequent 
occasions I became barely proficient, 
and thou tho sport, for a timo became a 
veritable craze with me, and one <2;iy 
when the soa was partieuhtrly high 
and rolling very heavily, I met with 
my ndvonture. 

"There wore six of us enjoying the 
sport, with as many natives. J bad a 
plank especially made for tho purpose, 
wide and stout enough to bear my en-
tiro weight, and by lying upon it I soon 
forced my way over the incoming rollers 
and floated in tho comparatively smooth 
water beyond, llero I turned my plank 
elioroward and waited for a good roller. 
Every third ono was, as a rule, large, 
and finally a big green-bodied ouo came 
whirling in, shutting out tho horizon. 
As it camo I caught it, and as I felt tho 
transferred motion lightly sprang to my 
foot and steadied myself on tho monster 
that extended up and down tho shore 
and was rushing in to its own destruc­
tion. Tho exhilaration amounted al­
most to intoxication. On I went, the 
big wave beginning to comb and hiss, 
leaving me on tho odgo of a watery 
procipiee into which 1 would apparently 
bo thrown. 

"On I went, shouting gaily to a com­
panion on tho beach. Thon I suddenly 
became aware that something was be­
side mo. I gavo a side glanco and tho 
reality almost mado mo loso my foothold 
upon the rushing plank. What 1 saw 
was tho sharp dorsal tin of a mail-enter 
shark cutting along through tho water 
liko a knifo. Tho monster was thirteen 
or more feet long and was partly turned 
up toward mo, showing the white gleam­
ing undorsurface. 

"What passed through mjr mind in 
thosofow sooonds can hardly bo imagin­
ed. gavo myself up for lost, as I be­
lieved that the shark would soon rush 
at tho plank, when over I would go, 
an easy victim. I do not know that I 
have more than ordinary norvo, but it 
flashed through my mind that possibly 
tho shark was waiting for mo to fall 
and would not make an attack unless I 
did. and in 6omo unaccountable way I 
was enabled to retain my solf-possos-
Bion. Every second I was gaining; 
every second brought tho big wave 
nearer the beach. Now it was on the 
verge of breaking; still the shark 
maintained its position; then I hoard 
tho welcome mar above mo, and down 
it camo liko mi avalanche, scintillating 
and gloaming, until with ouo nib 
burst tho aquatic monster broke. 
a sine lo second I stood in the gleaming 
mass and then was dashed upon tho 
beach safe and sound. 

"The shark did not come in, which 
was videnco to mo that it hod not 
boon overcome by tho rush of tho 
water, but was simply following mo 
with rtue regard to its cuisine. I need 
hardl, say that this was my last ex­
perience riding broakors here. Upon 
inqu' I learned that natives had boen 
atta< -d by sharks during the sport on 
seve occasions. When I look back 
upon it and recall the sensation of 

rushing onward high on the frrost of a 
big wavo I almost wish I oould indulge 
In tho sport again, though without th# 
shark aooompanimont." 

N  THE POETRY OF ICE. 

What Hay bo Sonn by Wntchlnp a Fan 
Water While It Vrooiiosi 

A person who has novor olosoly ob­
served tho operation of nature's gftjat 
ice factory will be surprised to find how 
Interesting it is. You need not go out. 
sido of a comfortably heated room lo 
do this. Just place a pan of wator on 
tho window sill, wlion the temporatura 
is below tho freezing point* and you 
will soon sco something tha* cannot 
fail to interest you. If you happen to 
liavo a magnifying glass, a single Ions, 
so much tho hotter, for tho magnifying 
power will reveal much of tho delicato 
work of ioo making that is invisible to 
tho naked eye. Anyway, as you closely! 
watch tho surface of tho wator you will 
soon BOO tiny littlo lances, very bcautt-
ful when seen undor tho microsoopo, 
shooting hither and thither on the fiur-
face of tho wator. If it Is cold enough! 
to make ice in tho sunlight tho crystal 
lances will glow with all the colors ot 
tho rainbow, and as they dart about tho 
rapid changes of color will remind you 
of tho wonders of the kaleidoscope. 

As the water oontinues to chill th» 
littlo lances will como togother, un& 
then smaller and still moro dolicate 
crystals will bo scon forming botwoon 
the lancos and welding thorn together. 
This process goes on until the surfaoo 
is covered with a beautiful lilm of ioo! 
hardly strong enough to bear the weigh* 
of a mosquito. But tho proocss gooo 
on under this superficial layor, and 8k 
smooth and solid surface is tho result. 

Many pooplo havo tho impression 
that tho ico parliclos form at tho bot-" 
torn and lloat to tho top of tho wator 
If this woro true our lakes and somo of 
our largo rivers would bo glaciers?,-
solid masses of ico all tho year, it 
the surface whoro tho freezing process 
is going on, water is always colder than 
at any level below. In all our northern 
lakes and deep rivors tho great body ol1 

water is from tho fivo to eight dogroes 
above tho freezing point, ovon whon 
heavy Ico covers tho surface. 
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X 
Tau^lil u I.i'.s.soii. 

A man with largo business intoresfca 
iuid a handsotno Lncorno married a lad; 
who, accustomed all her previous lifi 
to the luxuries of wealth, had novo] 
formed any clear conception of tin 
worth and purchasing power of money.1 

For some months the indulgent husband 
gratified his wife's every whim. 1 

One day the lady, to carry out somol 
caprice, asked for a cheek for so largcj „ 
a sum that tho gentleman was dis­
turbed. lie saw that such prodigality, 
if persisted in, meant ruin; but not 
wishing to grieve his wife by a dowrv-j 
right refusal, ho determined to givoher> 
a lesson in finance. lie therefore' 
smilingly remarked that ho could notj . 
give lior a check as usual, but would1 

send up tho money from his store. 
About noon tho promised monoy 

earne, not in crisp billls, as was oxpcofc-, 
ed, but in silver dollars, tho sum total' 
filling several specie bags. : 

'I ho wife was at first vexed, then 
amused and finally, as tho afternoon1 

woi-o away, became deeply thoughtful' 
When lior husband camo homo to sup­
per, sho took him gontly by the arm,! 
and loading bun into tho room whera 
tho ponderous bags of speclo woro still 
standing, said: | r 

••My deal-, is this tho money I askeJr^ 
you for this morning?" 

••It is, my love," was tho reply. 
••And did you havo to take this 

money all in, dollar by dollar, In tho 
course of your business?" was tho next 
question. 

••Yes," ho answered gontly; "it re­
presents tho results of many weeks of 
hard labor." 

"Well, then," sho said, with tcarfui 
eyes, send a man to take it back to flio 
bank in tho morning. I can't uso so 
much money for so trivial a purpose. 
I didnt understand about it before."— 
Youth's Companion. 

3 

ATrfllo Suroa*tl<'. 
"You drummers must havo a nice 

timo traveling over tho country as yout 
do," said a man tho other day to a 
drummer. 

"Yes, of course wo do. It is juat 
jolly to go to an average hotel in tha 
country towns, sleep on hard beds an 
oat tougher victuals than you will fin 
in a minors' or a railway construction 
camp. Why, I was up in Idaho the 
other wcok and was laid out at nearly 
all tho sidetracks bocauso of late trains, 
wrecks, etc. Ono night I sat up till 4,-
first waiting for tho train, and thoht 
waiting to get off, and getting in tow 
there was not a placo to sloop, and nol 
ovon a chair in a warm room where 
could keop from getting frozon. After, 
daylight I got breakfast, and, being do-i 
tainod till dinner, a friend asked if ]| 
was going in to eat. Looking at him,: 
I replied: "Well. I don't think I havo. 
strength enough. It takes a good doof' 
of courage to attack such meals as we' 
get liore.' Yes, wo drummers have a1 

jolly timo in our business, and it don1! 
tako much labor to unpack and packj 
ono dozen or BO samplo trunks at ovaiV 
town. You ought to join our army oi! 
drummers if you want to enjoy life." 

To nagiietize a Knife. 
Take a pocket or a table knife and 

its blade flat upon the back of a 
ol. With a pair of tongs 1 

firmly in the hand rub the blade vigor­
ously and always in the same direction, 
from point to base. Turn the bladjg 
over now and then, so that the friotloa 
may be applied to both sldos. After a 
rubbing of from forty to fifty soconda 
the blade will be magnetized, and will 
be capable of lifting a -needle with 
which It is placed in contact, point to, 
point. The magnetization will last» 
long tune. This experiment which 
not put down In works on physioi 
very Interesting and worthy of etui 
—rNature. 
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