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MOTHER,

IFE is over,
1s aweet.

Lay the lilics at her
feet,

May they rest upan
her bier,

She who walked
pmong them
here.

Death

Gently fold Ther
wasted hands,

Smooth the hair in silver bands

O'er the brow where linea of care

Time bath wrought go gently fair,

Calm and still, no wild alarm

Stirs the heart whose sweetest charm
Lies beneath the churchyard sod,
She hath known the widow's God.

Wenry grew her oyes and dim,
Mourning day by day for him,
While she watched and walted long
Por the angel's greeting song.

Oft when worn with grief and pain
Could we feel her touch again:

It would calm the aching brow;
Bot no sigh she heedeth now.

When we sink in death’s last sleep,
Other eyes the watch must keap:
O'er her children’s dreamless bed,
Other eyes the tears must shed.

Put we wonld not eall her back
More to tread life's dusty traek,
She hath done her life work well.
Let the Iy petals tell,

THE HAUNTED LAKE.

In southwest Texas there s a lake
that bears the reputation of being the
most desalate and uneanny pool in the
world, ‘The place ia a veritable city of
ghosts. Tt 1a a body of water three-
quarters of a mile wide and a donen
milés long, 1ving In the shadows of an
almost impenetrable forest In the bot-
toma of the Nueces river, in Dimmiit
county. The lake is very deep: so deep
that in many places no procurable line
has ever reached the bottam. Hence,
the rumor says there Is no bottom ot all.
Its ghorea aro absolutely wninhablted,
and the boldest wanyfarer hesitutes to
tarry near s ill-omened walers @ven
in the broad light of day.

It swarms with fish, and lmmeneo al-
ligntors dwell there, Fierce, wild anl-
mals slink vnmolested through the tan-
gled growth along the bank. At night
the owl’s hoot and the long-drawn,
high, plaintive wall of the hungry pan-
ther form a fit accompaniment to the
ghostly revels of unquiet spirits.

Thet some Inexplicable happening
takes place on these lonely waters on
certain nights is beyond question. The
evil repute has existed for more than a
century—such sights have been neen
and sounds heard by those bold enough
10 attempt lnvestigation, that eflorts in
that line have entirely censed; the lake
is shunned, and further inquiry must
e made by strangers, for no one kuow-
ing the place can be bLribed or forced
to stay there after nightfall.

The lake was the scene of a tragedy
over 100 years ago, and fiom that day
{o the present it hns bhorne an unhal-
lowed reputation. In those days there
was a road that skirted its lower end.
The road was the single highway con-
necting Mexico with the mission set-
tlements and the Spanish outposts
along the 8an Antonio river, and fur-
ther east, in what ls now Texas,

The lake was & well-known and fa-
vored eamping place. There was good
water there, good gress and abundant
shade: a welcome rest spot for those
coming from the south over the Lot
sandy ecactus-covered uplands. Near
the close of a September day long ago, 0
lorge wagon train stonped to camp for
the nlght. Within the wagons were
gacks of gllver coin for the paymenc of
troops in the frontier garrisons, To
guard this was an armed mounted os-
cort, numerous enongh to put at rest all
fear of danger, The whole lay down
to rest and slept that night, unsupi-
clous, carelese and negligent. But a
deadly peril was lurking near at hand,
eager-eyed, blood-thirsty and ever-
watchful of an opportunity,

All the way frem the Rio Grande the

THE GHASTLY PROCESSION.
trail of the crawling wagons had been
followed by bandits—thleves, renegades

and murderers they were, cruel as
tiggers, brave as grizzlies. Every move
had bheen moted, every camping place
‘watched, every nign of careless confl-
dence engerly serutinized by keen eves
that shone with the ill-repressed light
of antlcipated plunder,

On this September night, when the
whole camp was resting, the sentinels
nodding, even as they stood In the dark
shadows of the trees, the robbers made
thelr attack; a fierce yell, a rattling vol-
ley and a savage rush. The startled
escorts sprang up, grasping thelr old-
fashioned escopetas, and made what re-
gistance they could. There was close
desperate fighting all around, and a
confuglon indescribable,. The com-
mandant renlized that the fAght wonld
soon go ngamst him, so, exhorting his
men to stand to the last, he gathered
the teamsters about him and togther
they took the sacks of sllver from the
wagons and threw them over into the
Dbottomless depths of the lake,

. There was barely time, for all re-
‘slstance was soon overcome, the pur-
vivors bnuh; for mercy and the hu-
‘man wolves In complete possession,

But the silver was beyond them, out of
thelr reach, and all their trouble and
paina profitless, Mad nt the thought of
being balked, the dutlaws took the sur-
vivors, the commandant, the teamsters,
the soldiers, bound them hand and foot,
tied heavy stones to them and toesed
thom, living, one by one, over into the
dark water. Of all who had laid down
to rest in the evening, not one was
alive in the morning. Pools of blood,
trampled geass, half burned wagons,
the ushes of expired camp fires, marked
the spot, and that was all. Deep down
in the still, cool water lay the bright
silver, and on the surface a gwirl here
and thore told of the alligators fighiing
over thelr hideous fenst,

Exactly one year later to the very
day anothor party camped at the lake,
They were troopers returning to casy
sorviee In Mexico, after a scason of
loneliness, hardship and danger on the
frontler. The memory of the tragody
enacted there had either heen lorgot-
ten or given slight consideration, for
in tlhose days lawlessness was bul too
common to cause especinl remark.

The troopers plcketed their hovses
mnong the trees, camp fires were lght-
od, supper was eaten) there was a rest-
ful bour o two given up to smoking,
story-telling, langhter, singing, the
playing upon guitar and mandolin, and
then each man, tired and drowsy,
wrapped himself in his bianket, soon 1o
be soundly sleeping, All but the renti-
nels, who kept their steady rounds as
the solemn night wore on., There was
o nearly full moon, that at midnight
rested just north of the zenith, ll-
luminating with ita mild light the sur-
face of the open lake, and emphasizing
the hlack shadows under the trees. The
seatry whese bent lny nearest the shore
chaneed to glanee carclessly out over
the water as he walked slowly siong
and he saw something there that
changed him from a half somnambnlist
to an intensely awakened man.

The water lay still and quict as death,
and from its waveless surface the sen-
tinel suw what first seemed to be
wrenths and strands of gray mist, ris-
ing nud twirling. In a moment, even
as he lovked, the shadowy ynpors re-
golved themselves into the forms of
mon—horrible shapes, with egonizing
faces, and arrnnged themselves In
ghastly procession, and, swaying as in
a gentle wind, moved swiftly forward
toward the camp of the sleeping sol-
diers. A weird low eory, the shadow
of o wall, rose up and ehilled the hear-
or's utmost roul with deadly terror,
More from fright than boldness the
gentinel fired his carbine at the ad-
vuneing shades and then ran shrieking
into the woods, The sleepers, rousad
up as one man, saw, heard, and they 1
too fled, panic-stricken, into the tixick-
etg, The horses plunged and broke the
pleket ropes. The neige of maddening
beasts erashing through the under-
growth and the eries of terror-stricken
men grew fainter and falnter as all
hurrled from the harror.

Liter on in the night a few of the
boldest met together, and, with cour-
age gomgwhat restored, determined to
go hack and have a second look at the
things that had affrighted them, Cau-
tiously they returned within view of the
camp. They saw forms moving about
hore and there, strangely dimmed In
the flickering radiance of the canp-
fires and strangely fllumined whea in
the shadows., Dropping hehind bushes
and trees they watched breathlessiy,
not daring to ndvance, The comp was,
indeed, oceupled, but by no mortal ce-
cupants, The nnearthly visltors moved
swiftly about as though bunying them-
golves with camp duties, and, as the
seared watchers yet looked on, the first
flush of morning began to mingle with
the wean light of the dying moon. Again
arose that veague walllng cry. Agaln
the shades marshaled themselves in
regular order and moved down sllantly
to the edge of the lake and out wpon
the water, there to sink out of sight.

When the demoralized troop had bhoen
gathered together again and was well
on its way the men spoke of the cc-
curpence with bated breath and called
the place “Espantoso.” As the story be-
came known the lake came to ba re-
garded as accurded, and travelors
passed swiftly by, not daring to rest,
however weary., Belnted waylarers,
chanee hunters and fishermen added re-
luctant tales to the sum total of ex-
periences, Strange forms were seen
after dusk and whigperings were heard
from beneath the water and from un-
geen lips in the alr, As years passed
the experience of the seldiery was un-
dergone by other camping partics, some
stpangers who knew not, and othera
who had heard and believed not. All
were one in belief thereafter. It ix alco
egald that certain persoms who were
known to have camped thers at night
were never soen or heard of agaln. So
evil beenme the name of the place that
the road was finally turned away from
the lake share, and “Espantoso’™ became
a name to be spoken with dread and a
place to be avolded. It so remalns down
to this very day.

A Sad Dream That Came True.

George H. Wheeler was  found
mangled and dead on (ke Pennsylvania
raliroad tracks recently with a letter
in his pocket contnluing this stortling
prophecy:

[ dreamed that yvou were dead; that
{wo men placed youn in a wagon antl
that you were bloody from head to
font,”

This letter was written hy a brother
{0 the dead man and dated Elk Ridge,
Md., March 5, 1506. Wheeler wag a
vard slerk in tho Jersey yard ef thu
Pennsylvania railroud company, and
beem in the employ of that company
nineteen years, livéll at 128% Ninth
street southwest and leaves a wife and
five children.—Washington Times,

Mr. A, J. Balfour is one of the few
really good musiclans in the house ol
commons. He foMows the movements
of the musical world with keen inter
est, and I8 no mean performer on the

planeforte,

MEXICO REJOICING.

NOBODY ANXIOUS FOR GODLD
COWN THERE.

Agricultural  and Manafacturlog oo
tarprines Birlng Great Prosperity—The
Biritish Gold Standsrd Has No o Hold
There—Farmers Growing Weslthy.

Mr. Curtis zometimes writos in such
2 veln ay to lead one to suppose that he
beHeves in the gold standard, When
the direct question is raleed, he dis-
claims being o silver man, and by im-
plleation he does the snme whoen the
poiut under constderation bears so -
mediately upon the main igsue that its
decision necessarily and palpably in-
volves the entire question, as In the
statoment concerning ailver production
which is elsewliere commentod uwpon,
if he openly conesdad that silver had
fallen eompared with gold, er, more
properly, that gold had risen compared
with slivor, becnuse of gllver's demon-
egization, it would be a complete sur-
render of the gold side of the case, Bat
wheraver the connection ls nol so pat-
ent—where there 18 o chance for hedsg-
ing. qualifying ond explaining, the
wwhole trend of his writings is agalnsgt
the gold standurd,

A considerable portion of one of his
recent leiters to the Chicago Reecord 1s
devoted to a statement by ex-Gov.
Shepherd, relative to business condl-
tions in Mexico, What the governor
says is here given in full:

Ex-Gov. A. R. Shepherd, who I8 now
principal owner and manager of the
Batopilas silver mines, in Chlhuihua,
Mexleo, has been spending the winter
in Washington for the first time gince
he left here sixteen years ago, aml be-
fore leaving for his Mexlcan home yos-
terday he addressed the following let-
ter to Representatlve Newlunds ol Ne-
vada, in reply to some inquiries from
that gentleman concerning the €co-
nomic condition of Mexico ns a sllver
basis:

“l have beon o resident of Mexico
#inee 1870, When 1 first went there
the ratle bhetween pilver snd gold was
168 to 1. The firet oxchange | bought
wns at the rate of 10 per cent in coin
sliver on »n New York deaft, Hince
then, owlng to the demonctization of
allver, many clianges have occurred in
the rate ol exchange, Duving the lam-
ine, which existed the whele period
from 15589 to 1802, when two-thirds of
all the grain used for lood in Moxico
wan brought from the United States,
the rutes of exchange ranged frem G0
to 95 per cont, and ut times went ns
fiigh as 100, Notwlihstanding this,
Mexloo met all her obligntions, paid all
her interest, and guffered leas Lhign any
conntry.

“Tae presont condition of the silver
market Is leading the Mexiean people
to doing thelr own manufacturing, Az
mn instance of this I may cite Chihua-
hun s an example, An iron foundry
and machine shop was establighed
thore some time ago, with $60.000 capi-
tal, for the nurpose of manufacturing
the mining and other machinery for
which there was n Inrge and growing
demend In that vieinity and which was
formerly suppiied by the Unlted States,
The steeess of this venture may be re-
alized when it is known that the eapi-
tal stock woe Inecreaeed to $300,000, and
that the company secured a contrnet
recontly for a large amoont of machin-
ery In competition with the Mrm of
Frager & Cha!mers alid other large con-
corns in thic coantry, Cheap eclothing,
Il of which was forinerly purchased in

the United States and Burope, Is now
manufactured in Mexico, At Chihun-
hua a canning establichwent, with a

capltel of 1,500,000, Is now belug or-
ganized for the purpose of presorving
ments and frait. and a large brewery,
with & eapital of $200.000, is being put
in operation. A woolen factory, with
$200,000 capital, wae started, upnd was
enlarged lnst sepson to meot the In-
creaged demands upon it, and smelters
at Chilmahua now treat the Mexican
ores that were formerly sent asross the
border at heavy expense.

“Numorous othor enterprises have
been established and are contemplatod,
all having the effect of giving remuner-
ative employment to Mexican artisans
amd laborers, and what Iz equally im-
portant, sarving to keep Mexican mon-
ey in Mexico, for the fruit of all these
forms of indusiry represents the life
necegsitios of which Mexteo has hither-
to been dependant on this country and
Europe.

“The conditions in Chihuabhua are
truer of the more advanced portions of
Mexico, and the development is steady
and remarkable throushout., In the
northwost of Mexico a rallroad will be
built within the pext year, running
from El Paro to a point south of Cor-
ralititas, a distanes of 250 miles, open-
Ing np a country rich in mines and
agricultural resources, The $5.000,000
capital for the undertaking has heen
Mmrnlshed by New York parties.

“The conditions of the people have
improved correlatively with the devel-
opment of the country. The district of
El Fuerte, which furnighes the part of
the mountaing in which our mineg are
looated, hazs doubled in popsiztion in
the last fifteen years and Ita productive
capacity  correspondingly  increased.
Formeorly the peon systers of labor,
which pervaded all Mexico, was the rule
in Bl Fuerte.
workmen I8 so great that almost
everything is produced on shares, and
it is almost impoesible to ralse a crop
unless the workmen are interested in i1,

“Another instance may be recited
skowing the wonderful progress of
northwest Mexlco. When the Mexiean
Central rallroad was first opened it wus
thought that the northern part of It
wouid be unremunerative. The open-
tng of mines and the develop:ment of
agrioulture along this portion, how-
ever, has made [t one of the most profit-
abis spectinns of the road,

“Shortly before my departiure I was
conversing with a very intelligeni
Mexlean banker. He declared that he
warted the difference betwoen silver

Now the scarcity of |

L

and gold maintained, as it enabled the
Mexicans to keep their money in their
own country. Other Mexican financlers
with whom I have talkod hold the same
L viewa,

“There bhave been but two or three
Bank fallures since 1 hove resided
thore. The Mexioan banks are required
to keep one-third of thely elreulation
in silver dollavs in thelr vaults,

“The sy:tem in Mexleo allows the
miner to gend his sllver to the govern~
ment denosttorles and recelve  sllver
dollars in retury for it in any part of
the country where there is an assay
ofilee, the government tax and cost
being about 4% per cont,

“Perhaps the best sign of the sinhil-
Ity of Mexico under a gliver policy may
be found in the (act that Mexlcan & per
eent bonds stand at 83 In London.”

This i& exactly in ne with what Mr,
Curtis has stated as the result of his
own aobservations In Japanp, and there
can be no doubt that in thus quoting
Gov, Shepherd at length, he intends to
fully =sanction the statements made,
| eapecinlly as they are given without
conument,

A man like Edward Atkingon, who ia
nutterly Incapahle of reasoning from
cange to eilect, might say exactly what
Ia given above, and still believe in the
gold stundard, but Mr. Curtis I8 & much
abler man than Atkinson, and it is dif-
ficult to gee how he can go elearly
recognize the benefits which Mexioo
and Japan are rezping from the use of
gllver, and still belleve that free coin-
tge would roin the United States,

That the appreciation of gold is
stimulating the Industries of Mexieo
on muny important lines, ls too plain
fur diseussion. It in fact, ia denled by
no one who understands the situation
and Is eandld enough to speak without
disguige, The gold people do not mest
this point falrly. They say, “See how
much greater, richer, and more adl-
visneed the United States is than Mex-
fen,” and then they seek to convey the
| impression that it is owing to onr es-
tablishment of the gold standard, while
Mexico uses silver., They entircly Ig-
nore the self-evident faect that the
United States was plways far in ad-
vanece of Mexico. Even In greenback
times, when our enly money conslsted
of  depreclated paper, worth but 40
cents on the dollar, we were away
head of Mexico, which was thon doing
buginess with sllver dollars worth
about five cents more than the Amer-
fean gold dellar, Nay, we were then
relutively farther in advance than we
dare now, becduse of late years Mexico
has been gaining upon us rapidly.

A few years ago Great Britain wos
vastly richer than the United States,
and her buginess was Incomparably
groater, but that did not prove that her
form of government or her financial
gyestem was betier than ours, The
reason wag that Britein had the start
of us, But we have overhnuled and
passed her, and we are now the richest
nation in the world, slthovgh by no
means so rich as we would have been
I we had not gone deliberately at work
to eripple our own resources and in-
arense the burden of our debt by de-
“troying one of the money metals with
witteh that debt myight have been pald,
and of which metal we were the greit-
eal producers, So we are a long way
in the lead of Mexico for various rea-
sons with which students of history are
familiar, but oup adontion of the gold
stundurd in 1878 I3 not one of these
rersona,

As between Ameriean and Mexican
conditions at the present time, the
fuestion s oae of comparative im-
provement, and ihere s no intelligent
and falr-minded fnvestigator who de-
nlea that Mexico s now gnining ground
with ranee-horse spead,

The explpnotion of the advantages
that Inure Lo the gilver gtandard conn=
iries has heen frogquently given in thesa
columna, and the matter will not be
gone into now, The reader is simply
urged to earcfully read what Gaov,
Shepherd eayvs, ns presented by Mr,
Cuvtls, and then seriouely ask himself
how n money standard that is so nour-
fashing to the industries of Mexico
conld pogsibly be rank poison to those
of our own country.—National Bimetale
list.

Deception,

Jacob stole the Dbirihright of his
brother Esan dressing himself in a kid-
#kin and thus deceiving liis blind fath«
et Isane. A good many republican
and demoeratic candidates are trying
thig year to similar deceive and rob the
people by masguerading as blmaotallists
by international agreement, cte. Lool
gut for them,

Where Odur Money (o,

The famlly of Levi P'. Morton, gove
ernor of New York and aspirant for the
presidency, salled on April 8 on a
Eunropenn trip, The farmors of the west
will continue to tuke dally trips along
the furrows which bear the crop: which
pay the traveling expenses of the Mor-
ton f(amily.—Rxchange,

| Beeretary Carlisle’s speeech on the
currency before the Workingmen's clulb
in Chicago a few days ngo was a wishy-
waghy collection of spiritless axioms
on money matters, If a school boy, on
the third form, produced such a me-
lange, he voull be whipped,—Catholle
Hentinel, Chippewa Falls, Wis,

The above from a gold paper s rich,

It is possible that Rothechild will
allow the democratic party to adopt a
free  sllver platform at the Chleago
conventlon, with a view Lo dividing the
silver forees acd making MoKinley's
election certain,—Exchange,

-

Porhaps,

“It's strange,” sald the young man
who s always looking for colncldences,
“that o many politiclans nowadays are
remarkable for their whiskers.”

“It aeems to me,” replied the girl
who |s studying art, “that it must be
largely due to the manner in which
rverybody has gone wild over Beards-
‘ay effects,”"—Washington Star,

: P J
_ e o Ez ;“"—.:':“1_ dirandidiad " e tﬂw_p PR /1 I-n—i-_ﬁl*ﬁ R A SLRE | ST Iy

Sometimes quality is sacrificed in the
effort to give big quantity for little money.
No doubt about that.
But once in a while it isn’t,
For instance, there’s “BATTLE AX.”
The piece is bigger than you ever saw
before for 5 cents. And the quality is,
man a man has said, “ mighty good.”
ere’sno guess work in this statement.
It is just a plain fact.
You can prove it by investing 5 cents
9 BAT'IPLE AX

PRAIRIE and

FREE LAN

For Wheat, Flax, Bariey, Roots, Cattle and Dairy Products, Mining
and | umhbering.
Groocl Soil, Goocd Climmato,
C. SHEELEY, ESQ., L. . ARMSTRONG
Dist, Pass. Agent ', . R. R., Can. Puc. EE R. Colonization Arent.
It Fort St West DETROIT, MICH.

... FOREST

Groocl Marlzotss,

MONTREAL, CANADAL
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ALABASTINE.

IT WON'T RUB OFF.

nll !‘n or is Unsanita HAILSOMIXE IS
T‘l‘.&ll‘olhl ¥, HOTS, ILT i omr AND BCA LES-

ALABAST'NE el e B gy Roget S 4

wall: cmmu remdy for the brush
by n:u:iuu n cold waler.
# = e Ty of For Sale by Paint Denlers Everywhere,
. s A Thit Card whowing 19 desirabls tints, slse Alabastine
i'.?‘""»' bm;"o“h b F EE Samvmlr ﬂ v-k went free to nny ona mentioning this
BUs cannob ihrtee T R ANTINE CO. Grand Rapide Bich,
- M“ﬂhﬁ ﬁrﬁﬁtw

. uud othier cits by the only
“q concern that ever voluntarily
o reduced s oF, in recent times, orlginated a new X3
" 1 lise, on aceount of which, and the good
m.dn. it has been awarded one-half
d'n windmill business. It prepayn freight
1o &0 branch hoyses, one at your
M Send now for catalogue for vp-to-date
ldeas.  Our lmitators may tltll have in
print our latest plans. g ;
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The New York Journal
recently offered ten bicy-
cles to the ten winners in
a guessing contest,
ingthechoiczof machinc
to each., o o8 ot o8 8 8 4

ALL OF THEM CHOSE

Columbia
Bicycles

Nine immediately, and
one after he had looked at
Journal

$100uchfortbem.

TEN times out of TEN

POPE MANUFACTURING CO.
3 an”u.hwm mmm IHARTFORD, CONN. €
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