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Mrs, Robert Louis Stevenson has
tad a flre-pro- vault built In her San
Francisco house, where she keeps the
numerous unfinished or unpublished
manuscripts of her husband.

A commercial weekly, In reviewing
current prices, says that lemons are
"stronger" and raspberries "firmer."
Unfortunately this dooa not mean
that, a dozen lemons will make more
lemonade or that it will be harder to

'con ert raspberries into jam.

The first gold pens made In this
country were all manufactured by
hand, the gold bts cut from strips of
the metal by scissors, and every sub-
sequent operation being performed by
hand. These hand-mad- e gold pons
cost from $5 to $20, and were far in-

ferior to the machine made article of
the present day.

The sixth contract for American lo-

comotives to be delivered in Japan has
: Just been closed with the American

locomotive company and will be filled
from Schenectady. It is for eighteen
engines. An order for thirty locomo-
tives for the government railroads of
New Zealand Is being filled at the

, Baldwin works In Philadelphia.

The tendency among the British
middle classes is rather to live above
their Incomes than within them. There
is also a passion for luxury In London
and a desire to display, which seems
a peculiarly stupid and useless desire
In a huge city, where one seldom
knows one'e neighbors. And so, too.
the cordial "pot luck" dinners of a
generation ago have given place to
ceremonial champagne functions, in
which a man out of dress clothes is
out of place.

A detective of a big department
rtore said the other day: "Winter is
by all means our busiest season. In
summer time the stores are bothered
but little by shoplifters, but as soon
as cool weather sets in their annual
rcapparance begins. Why? Well, I

figure it this way. First, there are
fewer persons in the stores in hot
weather and the nimble-fingere- ones
run a greater risk of discovery. Then,
again, winter clothes long overcoats
and wraps are the best possible means
of concealing their booty. That is prob-
ably the main reason for the shop-

lifter's inactivity during the warm
months."

Probably the most elaborate meer-
schaum pipe in this country is now In
process of coloring by a New York
merchant, who bought it from a local
manufacturer recently for $1,800. The
pipe Is L.iown as a "character" pipe
to the tiade, and is a wonderfully
carved reproduction of the painting
"St. John at His Bath." It represent
six maidens grouped around a fountain
and either St. John is concealed be-

hind the fountain or in it; he is not
In sight, at any rate. The figures are
chiseled from a solid piece of meer-
schaum, which was imported from
Turkey. The labor expended upon it

.extended over a period of two years,
r.nd the amber mouthpiece alone cost

The money value of a title In other
than a matrimonial market is illustrat-
ed by the policy of an old established
manufacturing business in New York
city which sells Its products all over
Europe. The present manager, like his
father, is very democratic, but for
business reasons he continues the pol-

icy established by his father. No
Rgents are employed abroad except
men with titles. This is easily ar-

ranged in Germany and France and
Russia, but it sometimes causes ln- -

convenience in England. A titled
agent on the continent, no matter how
poor he may be, can usually get a

'hearing in a business house easier
than a man without a title. No bogus
titles are allowed, and the company's
list of foreign agents reads like a
court circular.

Books that sell by the hundred thou-

sand are not common, yet there are
some' instances that are not modern.
It is now Just about two hundred and
forty years since one John Bunyan
was shut up In Bedford jail. He stayed
there twelve years', but a book ol
his went free, and no man since that
day could have suppressed or Impris-
oned it, even had he wished. Million?
cf copies of it have been printed. Prob-p.bl- y

more copies are sold in any one
month, now, than could have been dis-

posed of in a year during the au-

thor's lifetime, and the book is as
vital a part of this twentieth century
as It was of any preceding time. Therf
are excellent books among the "popu
lar novels," but spite of all the
adulatory comment it would be hard
to roint out one that seems likely to
weather two centuries and more as
Lravely as has "Pilgrim's Progress."

During a recent French duel one ol
the combatants acidentally touched the
toint of his sword to .he ground. The
neconds immediately stopped the com-

bat until the sword could be sterilized.
One cannot help recalling the famous
cartoon in Punch which represented
the two Irishmen waiting behind a

rock for their landlord, one with a
shotgun, the other with a club. "Sure
the master do be very late," says one,
nnxjously. "He is," says tho other. '1

hope he have met wld no accident."
After this one cannot regard that car
toon as merely a humorous fancy.

Horticultural Obaervatlona.
The plum orchards of the past still

exist In tho memories of our middle
cged and old people. They are mostly
remembered as hanging full of purple
and white and black fruit, brightened
by tho dews of morning. Those were
the days of big dreams concerning
plums. Tho 'curcullo was unknown
and tho black-kn- ot had not begun to
be a burden. In every part of the east
tho orchards were set out and flour-
ished. Every homo had its group of
trees and the children played under
the branches and culled tho pretty
fruit as they did the flowers. Peoplo
looked forward to the time when
plums would be in surprising abund-
ance in every locality. But the dream
was not to come true. From Europe
came a pest with which Americans
did not know how to grapple. It
swept like a destroyer over the coun-
try. Little by little the beautiful
branches of the plum trees became
filled with unsightly black knots and
ceased to bear fruit. Tree after tree
was cut down but the pest merely re-

appeared on other trees. No variety
was potent against it and every de-

fense failed. No man knew the na-
ture of the enemy. So the plum or-

chards disappeared, and men in despair
ceased even to try to trow them. From
that point the scientists took up the
work. Little by little the nature of
black-kn- was found out and reme-
dies discovered. Today the fruit
grower knows how to combat the most
destructive of all these diseases and
the plum orchards are reappearing. Let
us hope that the time is not far dis-

tant when every home will have its
little grove of plum bearing trees.
Every farmstead will be made more
beautiful and- - more pleasing to Its in-

habitants if a plum orchard exists on
it. Today the cu'.ture of plums has
been reduced to such a science that the
novice and the amateur can succeed
with them. Within the last ten years
many plums have been brought in
from foreign countries, and more va
rieties have been discovered growing
wild in our own woods. These have
been cultivated and developed till we
have a very large list from which to
draw.

weeds hl3 greatest obstacle to success.
Tho experienced farmer or fruit grow-
er seldom mentions them. He knows
that they are easily kept down by the
cultural methods that the crops should
have whether there be weeds or not.
When fruit culture is carried on on
a small scale one of tho best means of
keeping down weeds is the mulch.
This mulch may be of any kind of
verdure grass or straw or weeds. The
writer has found it a very serviceable
thing in the culturo of tomatoes.
There is a good deal of grass and
weeds mown that 13 not suitable for
hay and this 13 placed between the
rows of tomatoes. It ensures three
things: The keeping down of the
weeds, tho conservation of moisture
and the protection of the fruit from
dirt. There 13 a fourth object that i3
perhaps attained and that i3 tho in-

crease of nitrogen in the surface soil
duo to proper shading and moisture
under the mulch.

Koot-Ivllllii- ir of Fruit Trea.
At the last meeting of the Southern

Minnesota Horticultural Society Clar
ence Wedge of Albert Lea, dealt with
this most important subject to north
western horticulturists. "In that por-

tion of our country west of Lake Mich-
igan and north of Missouri there Is no
menace more constantly hanging over
the fruit interests of the country than
that of root killing." Las!, winter was
a severs and emphatic lesson in this
line, but on account of snow protec
tion when tho thermometer was tho
lowest we did not fare as badly as our
Wisconsin and South Iowa biethren.
It seemed 1o matter little last winter
what the condition of the soil happen-
ed to be, if the r.no were blown off
and tho ?.trtli fully exposed. The moist
low places suffered fully as much as
the diy exposed Lil'a.

Tho strongest defense we can make
i3 by the use of soil covering of some
kind. A very t'lorovTi mulch should
bo maintained in orchards at all sea-
sons of the year, and to hold this in
place and also to keep tho snow, Mr.
Wedge favors the growing of raspber-
ries along the orchard rows. If Prof.
Hanson's recently recommended trial
of the little Siberian bush crab as a
stock apple proves all that may be
hoped for it. we may not always be at
the mercy of a winter drouth as in our
nurseries we surely are very largely
at the present time.

Root killing among small fruits is a
ery hard matter to provide against,

and is a ver5 serious cause of loss to
berry growers. Here a cover crop 1j

out of the question and a mulch would
be too expensive and frequently of no
r.vall. A cheap and effective system
of Irrigation is about the only remedy.
In the roots of the wild plum we for-
tunately have an iron-cla- d stock upon
which to graft, and about the only
protection needed is' a dust blanket in
rummer and a soil for
winter. If, however, tho plum Is
grafted on the peach or some foreign
stock it will need even mere careful
winter cover than the apple.

Scurf of Sweet Potatoes. Attacks
underground portion only, giving to
them a' rough, brownish, and some-
times a shriveled appearance. Remedy

Discard all diseased tubers in pro-
ducing sets and rotate crops.

Feeding Mara and Foal.
The eventual value of the foal de-

pends a great deal on how the young-
ster is fed at this time of the year,
when on account of drouth the pas-

ture grasses have become scant and
flies cause animals untold misery.
Well is it for the man who has pro-

vided an ample supply of green fodder
for tho eking out of tho grass supply.
We well remember the success of. a
certain well known breeder of heavy
horses in Wisconsin whoso foal crop
was always developed In a manner
that astonished everyone. This gentle-
man attributed his success to the way
in which ho fed the marcs going upon
grass. It was his custom to provide a
6trlp of fodder corn thickly sown be-

side the pasture. The strip was about
ten rods wide and the seed was drop-
ped from a seeder. So as to plant it
thickly the alternate spouts were shut
off. This corn came up "as thick as
hair on a dog" as he used to say, and
when tho pasture grass began to dry
up was ready for cutting as an adjunct
food. The brood mares and foals were
kept in the barn during the day time in
wide well ventilated box stalls if they
were to be shown at the fall fairs, or
in sheds if they were not to be shown.
When turned out In the evening they
were given a good feed of this corn
which was cut and thrown over the
pasture fence at the rato of a large
armful for each mare. Having been
fed a feed of oats and bran before be-

ing turned out this filled them up and
they did not require to range all over
the pasture or bite it too close. It
was found well to conserve the pas-
tures so that when the fall rains came
they would bo In good shape to send
up a strong, quick growth of new
grass. The first thing in tho morn-
ing the corn was again cut and eaten
by the mares and they were then
turned into box stalls or sheds as the
case might be and here given a full
feed of oats and bran, mixed with cut
hay. In the pastures and yards there
was a supply of fresh water at all
times which the mares and foals could
take at will and the foals were early
accustomed to eat at the same time
as their dams. They had their troughs
separate from those containing the
grain rations of the mares and these
were well filled with the same mixture
of grain and finely cut hay but the
grain was crushed and wetted. This
was given to the foals morning, noon
and night, and the mares fed in the
same way on grain and bran along
with tho green corn and grass always
had a full flow of milk so that the
foals came along in the fastest pos-
sible manner whereas foals kept by
neighbors in the usual way made a
sorry appearance in comparison. It pays
to feed in this manner so that the
foals may be kept steadily growing
despite the warm, dry weather of sum-
mer and long dry spells such as we
have been experiencing and there is no
cheaper food than corn fodder for the
mares, nor do we know of any other
crop that will produce so much from
a given area if the seed be put in nt
intervals of a week or ten days for
three or four successive seedings so as
to have green corn right along for a
long period of time. The mares do
wonderfully well on thi3 feeding and
their milk seems to secrete freely and
afford the highest possible nourish-
ment for the foals which are at all
times sleek-skinne- d and thrifty. It is
a 'much better plan than feeding the
foals nothing but their dam's milk and
keeping the latter In the pasture, a
practice which is besides ruinous to
the pasture. Where additional feed in
not given it is little wonder that the
heavily taxed mare will eat the heart
out of the pasture in search of suffi
cient food for herself and foal, and
where such drafts are made upon the
pasture in a dry 6pell it will often be
found impossible to bring the grass
back in its fonner strength vhun wel-
come rain come Cu;ard fall. There
is a double or trebhle economy in
keeping the mares and their foal3 off
grass in the day time, feeding corn
fodde;4 night and mnrning and a grain,
bran and cut h:y ration three times
daily. If the plan outlined were more
generally followed there would be a
wonderful imi.ivvi.:ont in the class of
horses annually raised on the farms
of the country.

During the Ave years of careful in-
vestigation In regard to the cost of
production of butter between cows
spare and angular In form and cows
carrying ronsiderable superfl ious" tis-
sue, our records show tnat in every in-

stance the cow that carried the least
flesh charged the least for butter, and
just in so much as one cow was a. lit-
tle smoother and plumper than the
other would her butter product cost
more than the other. It should be
borne in mind that the results are
from accumulated testimony, showing
not only that every day, eveiy week,
every month, but during her entire
lifetime, the spare cow is better. That
she should be so much better is almost
incredible, strong and uniform as the
evidence is. Professor Haecker.

Trees should be cut low if they are
to be used for lumber. A foot In
length saved of the clear timber in the
butt of the tree is worth several feet
in the top of the tree. There Is not
only the difference in the Increased
scale of the butt, but also the difference
of the two extremes of quality the
clearest and best timber is In the butt,
and the smallest and most knotty in
the top.

AGRICULTURE
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A l'lra fur Orchard Oraaa.
Can anyone tell why orchard grass,

one of the most common as well as rne
of tho most valuable forage plants iu
the United States, is not better known
and more appreciated? Many a farm-
er does not even recognize it at sight,
though he has had chances to observe
it all his. life. A veritable gypsy, it
has found a home in every country of
Europe and America, in Northern Af-

rica and in Asia. Cheerfully adapting
itself t;0 all soils and conditions, it
flourishes in wet or dry weather, sun
or shade, and in a porous subsoil will
send its roots to a great depth.

This perhaps accounts for Its per-

sistence. When once It has secured a
foothold It may be relied upon to yield
an abundance of forage year after year
with no attention except that it thrivc3
best under cropping. In the spring it
is fit for pasturage considerably earlier
than other grasses and five days'
growth will give a good bite. Its blos-
soming season is the same as that of
red clover, and they are frequently
sown together by farmers who have
learned the value of the combination.
A Kentucky stock grower who reliea
upon it for his pastures once said rela-
tive to its capacity for sustaining It-

self when other grasses are dried up:
"It will make more growth in one
summer day than blue grass will make
in a week." Such a commendation
from the land of the famous blue grass
pastures is surely a great tribute to ita
good qualities.

A farmer in Northern Ohio has writ-
ten enthusiastically of a piece of orch-

ard grass on his own farm which seed-
ed itself twenty-si- x years ago and
which has been cut annually every
June since. This season It stood
higher than any rye in tho vicinity
and was so heavy that It lodged. For
early soiling and long pasturage he
considers It superior to any other
grass, but he utters a caution about
cutting it as soon as matured, for If
allowed to get dead ripe It Is of little
account.

Like other drought resisting grasses
It shows a disposition to grow in tus-

socks, but this may be prevented by
thorough preparation of the ground be-

fore sowing and an abundance of seed
uniformly distributed. Two bushels
of seed to the acre are usually consid-
ered sufficient, or half that amount
when sown with clover. It is said to
bo much less exhausting to the soli
than timothy, which is so often grown
with clover. It was introduced into
England from Virginia in 1764 and is
there so highly esteemed that it has
taken rank as one of tho most valua-
ble, forage plants produced in the
"tight little island." The luxuriance of
its aftermath makes It especially fine
for pastures, and stock of all kinds
relish it. Sheep, it i3 said, will leave
all other grasses to feed upon it.

Hull TliWtle.
This thistle is known botanically as

Cardnus lanceolatus. It is an intro
duced biennial species. It is distrib-
uted exclusively by the seeds, but
these are produced In such great num-

bers that the plant multiplies very
rapidly. It often forms patches sev-

eral acres in extent on newly cleared
land, but in old fields the plants are
usually more scattered. It seldom per- -
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slsts In any great quantity and is read
ily destroyed by cultivation. It may
be easily distinguished from Canada
thistle by its greater size and much
larger heads, with spine-pointe- d scales
and by its leaves, the upper surfaces
of which are always rough, like a cat's
tongue.

Up to 1899-190- 0. no sweet potatoes
had been shipped to foreign ports, so
far as' we are able to gather from the
official statement of exportatlons.
Sweet potatoes are not produced to
any considerable extent In Europe, and
as a general thing the Europeans have
not developed a taste for the tuber
mentioned. It is reported that they
are planted in a small way in the south
of Spain. What few are Imported are
in the nature of luxuries and have been
brought from the Canary Islands and
Africa. In 1899 some American grow-

ers made a few trial shipments to Eng-

land, where they began to win their
way. Trobably the Americans resident
in foreign countries will be the first
and best customers, and their example
will be followed by others.

The 31 beet-sug- factories In this
country now yield more than a third
of our domestic sugajr product.

OPHTHALMIA IN CATTLE.

Description of th Dlaeaae and a Itemed jr

for It.
R. A. Craig, assistant state veterl-laria- n

at the Purdue University agri-

cultural experiment station, in a bulle-

tin on "Infectious Ophthalmia in Cat-
tle says: This disease Is infectious,
md when started in a herd Is likely
io attack a large per cent, of them be-

fore running its course. It occasion-ill- y

affects sheep, but rarely horses.
It has been attributed to a variety of
causes as the pollen from some plants,
and to dust. The disease does usually
occur at a spason of the year when
both pollination and dust are at their
mot irritating stage, but we are In-

clined to believe that these are only
secondary causes. The gerni3 that
have- been found are pus producers.
This station regards the disease as one
produced by a special organism. The
disease Is not new, having made its
appearance in this state ten years ago.
and remained ever since.

The symptoms are local and general.
The body temperature L? raised, the
appetite Interfered with, and rumina-
tion checked. In the mild cases these
symptoms are not marked. When first
affected one or both eyes are held
nearly closed, the lids swell, the
tears pour over the face. A whitish
film forms over the eyes which may
become dense. The cornea may bulge
forward owing o the pressure of the
abce.sses from within. Yellow spots
from the size of a pin head to that of
a grain of corn form and from the
margin will radiate with reddish lines.
These are abscesses and when they
heal whitish scars will take their
places. One eye may be attacked and
then the other. The course will last
from three to six weeks, but It rarely
happens that there Is complete blind-

ness In both eyes.
The treatment Is comparatively sim-

ple. Keep the badly effected cattle in
the shade of a woods, or in the barn
if necessary, during the middle of the
day, to prevent aggravation. Locally,
apply equal parts of finely powdered
boraclc add and calomel, by means of
u small insect powder blower. This
can be done quickly with little re-

straint and Is preferable to an eye
wash for the cow. Indianapolis
News.

MOSTLY GIGANTIC SUNS,

Light from Milky Way Stars Keaelirs
I'm In l.OOO Yearn.

I estimate that the nearer portion
of the general body of the Milky Way
is something over 5.000,000.000,000.000

miles from us, and it requires the
light about a thousand years to travel
from this part to our eyes. If we can
imagine that this nearest portion is
Inhabited and that it3 people have tel-

escopes looking down upon us, they
would view the earth as It appeared
about the time of the death of Alfred
the Great. I estimate that the far-

thest portions of the Milky Way are
about as ten times as far or more than
50,000,000.000,000.000 miles from us.
and if there are eyes there capable o?

seeing our world, it appears to them as
It was 10,000 years ago, or before the
beginning of human history. As the
Milky Way Is now known to astrono-
mers It Is composed of about 10,000,000

stars. It Is an endless band, deep, net
flat. These 100,000,000 starS are most-

ly gigantic suns. The distance be-

tween them Is of the same order o!
magnitude as that which separates us
from the star Alpha Cntaurl, removed
from us 275,000 time3 farther than our
sun. They are not all single stars, but
are occasionally composed of two asso-

ciated 6tars. very close together and
revolving under the law of gravitation.
In other words, they are held to-

gether by mutual attraction. New
York Sun.

The I'opular Totato.
One of the best known physicians

In Worcester declares the potato fam-

ine a blessing in disguise, if people
will replace the potato with substi-
tutes of greater food value. He thinks
as we do, that there is none of the ar-

ticles of food in common use that con-

tain so little nutriment a3 the potato,
and many others furnish more in
smaller amounts at much less relative
cost. He especially names shredded
wheat, rice, raw cabbage, and fruits
as more nourishing than potatoes
and, In fact, all grain foods.

When the potato rot brought fam-

ine to Ireland the people of that coun
try were not prepared to resist It, as
they were probably at the lowest con
ditlon. both mentally and physically,

I that the people of that country ever
were, and thousands wnose subsis-
tence had been for years upon that
root, perished from famine; then Am
erica sent them shiploads of corn and
other provisions, and those who could
do so emigrated to thi3 country, where
they found work and food. New there
are those who are asking Ireland to
ship us all the potatoes they can spare,
not as a charity, but in return for
Biich food products ns 'we have In
abundance, or for our good money
The man who gives a peck of corn for
a bushel of potatoes is making a poor
trade as far as food properties go,

Boston Budget.

I'alare Cnrn tor m King.
Spain's little King Alfonso is the

"magnate" who will ride In a pair of
palace cars recently shipped abroad
from Wilmington, Del. One of the
king's private cars is a drawing room
coach. 6lmllar to a Pullman drawing
room, except that it is only thirty feet
lone. It Is of royal blue color, with
gold trimmings and lettering, with the
royal coat of arms on each side. The
Interior is finished In hand-carve- d ma
hogany. It Is elaborately furnished
The other is a dining car of the same
size.

Headache for Forty Years.
For forty years I suffered from sick head- -

ncho. A yeuruKOl using Celery Kinyr.
The rcHtilt wa gratifying uud BiirprlHliK.',
my beadacliuH h aving ut onco. The heatl-Bclie-

used to return every ho von th day, but,
thanks to Celery King, I Lave had hutono
headache In the lawt eleven inont lin. 1 know
that what cured me will help other. Mrs.
John I. Van Keuron, Haugertlen, N. Y.

Celery King cure Constipation, .Nerve,
Stouiuch, Liver ami Kidney diHeasea. 2

RAILWAY
SYSTEM

Klectilc Tast Line Now Operatinu
lietweeu

Port Huron and Detroit
PASSING THROUGH

Mnrvsville ' St. Clair
Marine City Algonar
Pearl lleach Fair Haven
New Baltimore Mt. Clemens

The Quickest Route; The Hest and
Most Convenient Service. Through
Cars leave Fort Huron Mark River
IJridcre Every hour from 6:22 a. m. to
B:22p. m. and until 11:22 p. m. for
Murine City.

For folders, booklets, etc., address
iny agent, or

GEO. P.l HENRY. G. P. A.,
Detroit. V -- h.

This signature Is on erery box of th genuine
Laxative UrornoUmnme Tbieu

the reiaody tbat cures a cold iu one day

Biddlecomb's

Art Studio

Melsel Clock, POUT HURON

TTavlnff hid imm nf AYnpHpnrfl in
the L'notoirraphic art, we are prepared
to do your work right and at reason
able prices, ask any or our patrons
what kind of work we turn out; ask.
em if we don t save them money.
They can tell as much as we can.
J h ve tried us and are our permanent
ustomers. load bo too it you 11 ast
m.
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EXPERIENCE
'! m.iii inn

THADE MARK3
Designs

Copyrights &c.
Atitmi nenrtlna ft nfcptrh nd rtosorlptlon mfquickly nsrprtulti nur opinion free wnelhpr an

Invention ti prolinljljr patent nbla. Comimiiilra.
tlotmslrlctljrroiilldontliil. 1 iHtirtbook on I'atmtl
lent fron. (llricut nurncy for net'iirinir patent.

1'nt ohm tu)t-- through Munn A Co. recelT
tptcuU tuif ice, without clintve, la the

Scientific jftnericatt.
A handsomely lllintrnted wpeklr. T.arvpat cir-
culation of nny Jmirtuil. Terms, 3

yer: four months, L. Bold byall rewadonler.

rlUKH S Co.36tErcad-- a- Mew York
LraucU Olllce. UCJ IP St Wmtaluuton, D. C.
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I'ut Up at the

Union Hotel !

PK1L. CICHHORN, JR., Prop.

This house is furnished throughout
with Electric Call Dells, Klectric Fans
and every other convenience for the
comfort of guests.

First-Cla- ss Tables.
First-Cla- ss Rooms.

Rates: $l.OO and $1.25 Per Day.

We Want Your

Job Printing
And We'll Do

it Riht.

a DR. FENNER'S fj
.,U.. . , m .J

s! Blood & Liver
REMEDY AND

U NERVE TONIC. lj
GRANT HOLDEN. DRUGGIST.

ST. VITUS' DAHCE1
Akron. O.Jpw. 1.100.

Dr. M. M. FEJTNER, ' radon U, i. V.
"W hpold fnanydniem of your Bt.

Vltua' I'nie Sperilip. and ery ran ha
bcrn curvd by It. it ha rror1 a

. KKLU CO.

SURE AND QUICK CURE,!

HOLDEN 'S DRUG STORE.


