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HOMAS FALKNER, in
baok, speaks of the Rio Negro
nsQthe largest river of Pala-
Fo It Is not only the larg
eqt river of Pitagonin but, next to the
La Plata and its two large teibutaries,
which de not, however, belomg to Ar-
alone, the largest of the Ar
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down In wur !

country while there was an uniimit
supply of more desirg
at hand nnd o be had
asking or taking. It Is only when the
good lund has become exhausted and
when railroads ond sclence muke

only for the
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desert more accessible and more essy
and certnin of remunerative develop:
ment that the eves of the colonist are
turned toward the less attractive,
nays Walter Fischer in the Bulletin of
the FPan-Amoerican Unlon,

The most convenient method of
reaching the valley todny Is for the
traveler to take the train which leaves
Buenos Afres at 0:27 In the evening,
arriving at Bahia Blanca at %:25 the
following morning Leaving Bahla
Blanca again at 9:55 on one of the tri
W kw traing he reaches Neuguen at
10:256 that night: there he passes the
nl[(ht. in & hotel or Inn, leaves at 5:20
In the morning and geis to the end of
the line on a mixed freight and pas-
senger traln at elther 10:30 or 12:45
noon, according to which of the bi-
weekly trains he happens to have
taken

Crossing the Rio Colorado, a rather
shallow and rapid stream, the rallroad
follows the river for about 75 miles
and Lhen strikes southwesterly across
the first narrow place to the Rlo
Negro, which it reaches at Choele
Chool. From Choele Choel the tray-
valley of the Rio
Negro, which 18 wider below that point
and continues to narrow As one ap-
proaches Neuguen,

River Is Dark and Swift.

We are more particularly concerned
with that part of the valley extending
oastward one degree of longitude, or
abont sixty miles, from the juncture
of thé two rivers to the small station
of Chichinales. The valley Is narrow
here, not more than ten miles from
bluff to bluff, with the fertile, irrigable
land north of the river about half that
width at #ts widest and narrowing
down to almost nothing where the
rivers meet. The Rio Negro itself is a
dark and allent, deep and rapid
stream ; & steamor I8 said to take only
as many hours to make the down trip
ne it tnkes days to ascend the swift
current.

The melting of the Cordilleran
anows 0"en causes considerable worry
to the inbabitants, but there bave been

| armadillo

no floods of any magnititde stuce the
great inundation of 1880 c¢aused the
town of General Roea to be moved
from the old site of the
present station of Rilo

fort near the |
. |
Negro (o a

safer location about two miles away.
The winds of the southern Pacifie |
los¢ most of thelr molsture on com
* In contact with the cold peaks of
the Cordlilers d then aweep down
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the small sllver fox, the skunk. the
Patagoninn  hare thren apecies of

THE VALLLY
(the peludo, and
molita), and three
or pralriedogiike rodents
cicho, the tucutuco and/
are abundant in the \':11},:"_\'.
er mpecies of game afye
the mountains not I’u,f aAwWNy;
river are otter and plenty of iish,
The inhabitants arg as cosmapolitan
a lot as s to be found almost any-
where. As in the greater part of Ar
gentina, the Italian predominates on
the farme and the Spaniard in the
small towns; there are a few Ger-
mans, Fngl
fact practically every country
rope i represented, usunlly by
granta of the humbler classes;
tive Argentine

plehi

(the blz-
the nuise)
while oth-

in Eu-
immi-
the na-
iz reproscnted by a fow

of the gaucho ¢lass and by wealthy
Inndowners who possenms palatinl
bhomes and apoand much of thelr time

in Buenos Atr and there is quite a
aprinkilng of Chilsans who have
flterad In through the mountains from
their own country near by, and the
Indian has hy no meang become ex-
tinet,

»

Fruit Prospects There,

A groat Impetus was given to pel-
tiing and farming by several droughts
and crop failures In other parts of
Argentina which drove up the price of
alfalfy, a crop which was absolutely
guaranteed under frrigation Other
crops such s wheat, burley, and to a
slight exteny malge, are grown, but
Intely the planting of the vine has as
sumed enormous proportions. Thers
are vineyarfls of nearly 1,000 acrea
and several’ wine presses have been
erected, oneat Rocg having a capac
ity of 3,000 Bogshen Sheep and cat-
tle coming ¥rom the mountains and
from across the desert are bought,
fod and thewy shipped on again; hoga,
too, are ral loeally: the drying of
the natural tures in summer doen
not, however; permit of local ranch
ing. Fruits {(of all kinds grow well
and are being planted, so that in gen
eral the smajl and mixed urn s on
the Increase.
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When the
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All the races and all the
sects observe the New Yoar of the )|
Christlan ealendur, beocaugse DBritish
rule of Indix is reflected fn this day;
but they alao observe the New Yeur of
the different races and religions
Rruong themsoives, at least to the ex

additions

CRLO

religtous

tent of knocking off work

Whether in Bombay or enares, the
monkey temple hag its throng of I]Iu |
du worshipers, and the Mohoan |
dans olten are not unwilling to s : |

vheervance to the extent of
their business activities
The Hindus on thelr part are apt to |
think It a shame to work on a Moham
medun New Year day when tha
lem population may be Lhronging the
Jumma Musquid mosque. So it goes
gll round the circle of New Year holi
days

There 8 a simple arithmetical meth
od of caleulating the time from the
Hegira In the terms of the Christian
but the easier way Is Lo accept
without question the fact that such
and such a day is the New Year of
the Mohsmmedan era, Similarly, the

In the

Mos

Brahmins and the Jains and the Sikhs
mpy be accepted without Dbothering
about the calendar.

The British New Year In Rombay.
or Calcutta, or Delhl Is much the
same as in England,

While the Christian New Year Is
formal and stately on aceount of Brit
ish authority, it has less standing than
the New Year of the Parsens, because
it ia a single day's observance, while
the Parsees take two days, The year
1 happened to be in Bombay was the
Parsee Ynedezardl, 1276, and the New
Yoear days camo on Seplember 13 and
14,

On this deay | was afforded the op-
portunity of witnessing the Parses re-
lglous observances, or Zoroastrian
services, It was In the Allbless Hagh,
on the Charnl road. Tireir churohes

architectural pretensions without and
within. They are more llke an ordl
nary hall

In this temple the women were gath:
ered at one end of the room and the
men at the other end. In the space
between was a stand holding a lamp
with the elernal fire tlndar glass. The

fin ¥ v ) il \ (L1 Al
tad priest stood beside the lamp
Hia discourse wna earnest nnd solemn
Beth min id woman |} ra
ver SIATY
The « monles y 11
[ pi buat 1l m £ u i
1] | | (il ) ! Lrse I
i i 1 1u 11 wl nnd
10y « 1 By N M
tion | 1V
I 1 1 o I nig
L) n a me a nmi [l 1
writ ! J bagrizter tn Lo
ion, which expialnesd the craed |-_'- LiTE
followers of Zoroaster as one of good
thougnle, god worde and geod deeds
with the sacred flame as o uhol Uf
| the efulpende of the delty \L' I8 not
| denied, however, that contuct with
Hindus and Mohammedans has cauvsed
corruptions to creep Into the creed
The Hindus and Moslems regard the
Parsees as fire worshipors
It was on # New Yeoar day that 1
drove out to Malabar hill, wherd are
locnted the Towers of Silence, or Jhe

Parseo cometlery, Kvery travelor takos
this drive t Is past the other ceme
Christian and Mohnmme

ds and the

teries

burinl groun Hindu burning

Ehut The cemetery of the Christinns
v ono longer used, but on almost any
lay there will be Mohammedan fu

nerals and Hindo cremations

On this day there were
modan funerals and three parties of
Hindy mou 2, with their respective
burdensd at the burning ghat

Malabar hill is the cholce ;pot over-
looking the Arabign sea, Within the
comotery grounds are fingstone sreps,
shadedl walke and arbora and bowers
A luxuriant vegetallon covers Lhe
rocks, and there (a8 everyihing that
woes to make & benutiful garden of
flowers

The towers of Silence, of which
there are five, are hardly towers at
all, They are about 270 feet in clr
onmfierence and perhapa 256 feot high.
The materia! I8 whitewashed stone
and cement or mortar. A near ap
progeh to the towers I8 not allowed
to strangers to the Parses creed,
is entrance permitted to the firea tem-
ple, where the sacred fire Is kept alive
and seven kinds of incense are burned.

A model of the towers la shown in
the registry room and an attendant ex-
plains them to visitora. The attend-
ant explained to me the circular rows
in which the bodies were placed—one
for the ohildren, one for the women
and one for the men, When the bodles
have heen stripped of their Oeshly
covering by the vultures, which takes
perbaps half an hour, the bones re-
main for & while, snd are then
dropped Into a well In the center,
which {a provided with drains and
water flughes. Charconl s the chiet
purifier.

On this New Year day there was a
Parsee funeranl, which could be ob
gerved only at a respectful distance
There were the four professional body
bearers, with the biler on thelr shoul-
ders, and a procession of perhaps Afty

KNOWN FACTS

Phrennlogy was at one time for
oldden Wy law, as being dangerous to
religion.

The consumption of salt In the Un!i
ted States amounts o almost 160
pounds per capita

One bricklayer can lay about 1,600
or 1,600 bricks in & day of ten hours,
leaving the joints rough.

Financially the United States In
stronger than any other country om

the face of the earth.

High Financler,

Bhe—What did Jinks do with his
summer hotel?

He—Rented It for & munitions fac
tory. Now, ] guess the fire Insurance
companies will come noross.—Albany
Argus,

Two Reasons.
Mr. Siack—Loan mu two bits, will
yo', sah?
Mr. Baggy—Sorry,
got nome, and, ‘sides, | aims to
desa yub two bits mubse'l

sah, but I isn't
spend
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AUSTRIAN YOUTHS IN WAR

The spapers are devot-
ing cons present to
the part played by schoolboys in the
present war., They are affectionately
termed the “war boys"” and In the op
erations in enstorn Gallela they were
of groat sssistance to the troops.

In some of the artillery batties, es
pecially those which centered around
Czernovitz and Weinberg, schoolboys
in large numbers braved the shells and
carried water and ammunition for the
troops,

After a battle they would go over the
fleld and gather pieces of shirapnel and
the shells of cartridges to be made
over ngain into amwmunition, Qcen-

Austrian new

siderable space st

sionally a boy thus sncrificed his life, :

but this did pot deter the srdor of hie
compauions,

Many of the boys followed tha In-
fantry regimoents and fought and slept
with the soldiers in the trenches. The

boys who remained at home took the |

place of thelr tathers and brothers who
ware at the front,

The story is told of a fourteen-yeur
old youngster who all alone managed
the biggest hotel In Cgernovitz, He
looked porsonally after his own cashier
and bookkeeper. Other boys peddied
goods among the soldlers and so
earned a good lving for thelr mothers,

Some became guides, and many ay |

army automobile had as guide & brighi
schoolboy who sat beside the chauf
fear and showed him the right road

It is said that when the history of
this war la written the schoolboys of
Austria will deserveo a prominent place
in its pagos.

Playing Safe.

“l= it best to drink water befors,
during or after meals ™

“That quostion has never been defi-
nitely settled,” answered the other
man, *“Indeed, there has always been
so much doubt on the subjfect that |
am ratber inclined to avold water as
A beverage.”™

Queh!
“The price of quinine has doubled
since the war started.”
“Yes, that Is one of the bitter things
about the war.”

TO STOP TERRIBLE |
RHEUMATIC PAINS

Get & box of true Mustarine In the
originnl ilow hox for Lout 24 5
ot drugs) Hul
Juint W i
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T ory il
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Bey \Mfedicine Co, neateyr. N, Y.
It Dig—And It Didn't.

With a groun and o snort the ox
press stopped al the wayeidn station,
becoyuse the sisnal stomd pl dunger

On the platform stood a numher of
passengers walting for the nest traln

a slow Glad of the chupnee of tray
aling more quickly, they lbeges o
apen the carviage door and snter,

| The pusrd s fuee turnm] parple with
wrath Hushing wild dong, e sig
naled to the daring passs e o keap
back

| “Stand away, (hors!™ he ordered

Stand away! This teain dovsn’t stop
]1"rl"-

HEAL YOUR SKIN TROUBLES

With Cuticura, the Quick, Sure and
Easy Way., Trial Free
Pathe with Cutlcura Soap, dry and
apply the Olntmeut, The top lich
r instant! ‘ \F AWALY rinls
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Yanliad Sugar

untergresn lavers

A perfect Remedy For ConsTipie
tion, Sour Stomach.Diarrhocn,
Worms, Feverishuness and.
LOSS OF SLEEP,

YacSimile Shifuture 6§
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Esact Copv of Wrupper

The Difference,
The mistressa of the house
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Satd Bhe—Wi do you thing of

Make the Liver
Do its Duty

Nine times in ten when the liver 9
right the stomuch and bowels are right.
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For Over
Thirty Years

GASTORIA

THE CIMTAUE COMPaNT. NEW YONR O™

Not Satiafactory.

“Oeorge kissed me for the hirst

time Inst evening™
| “He told me It was the last thme"”

Not ﬂrng Halm bt Tired Eyse
make us lpok older than we are. Keep
your H;nﬁmmx and you will look young.
After the Movies Murine Your Eyes. Don't
tell your age. Murine Eye Remedy Co,
| Chilengo, Bande Eye Hook on reguest,

Ar a rule those who exist oa un-
cooked foods have an uncooked ap-
pearance,

Piles Relleved by First Application
And cured in 6 1o 14 days by PAZO OINTMENT,
the oniversal vemedy for sll forms of Piles
Louggists refund mwoney I I tadls,  goe

Ever notice that boye never tie tin
eaus to a bulldog's tail? A bulldog
| won't stand for such foolishness,

CREAM

Separator OIL in eosily. You
waste guautities T (imes
yoar. B uue one
® year all Inside

ni ONCE
nnpuuwr

with onr Automanieé I-r
Heanonnbie prioe -liln any
ratur. Booklel froe. mm‘ 'Iﬂ:ld

| | THE J. L. BLODGETT €O., Hickery, N, C.

Thousands Take

this mild, family remedyto avoid iliness,
and to improve and protect their health,
They keep their blood pure, thelr
livers active, their bowels regular and
digestion sound and strong with

BEECHAMS
PILLS
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