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Is requested.

The next day Wallace Is enlled from his office
and on his return finds lmportant documents missing.

His resignation

|

CHAPTER VIill—Continued.
—

“Ah, now I recoguize you,” sald the
strange voice In a merry ripple of |
laughter, “And you don't know who
Iam?

“If you will state your name—" he-
gan Mark patiently.

“Someone who knows that you are
in trouble and wants to help you. I'm
afrnld you won't let me, You seemed
to be prejudiced against me when we
met before. Well, T am Ada Kenson”

Mark uttered an angry exclamation,
which he Instantly cheeked. This
might prove the key that he was seck-
ing.

“Come to my house at nilne o'clock
tonight, unless you are afrald., You
will meet nobody but me,”

It had been In Mark's mind to look
for Hartley in that neighborhood,

“What do you say, Captain Wal-
lace? I can help you very much In-
deed, and perhaps pat things vight for
you. I am in a position o know na
good deal of what Is happening behind
the scenes.”

Murk felt hig brain grow ne cool ng
fee. “I'll come, Mrs. Kenson,” he an-
swered crisply, and hung up the re-
celiver,

He consoled himself with thé reflec-
tion that he had, at lenst, nothing to
lose., He waited ealmly for the ap-
pointment, and arrived outside the
house promptly. There was no sign
of Hartiey In the nelghborhood.

At his ring Mrs. Kenson herself

opened L., door, smiled, and showed

him Into a well-furnished little purlor, | to blackmall me.

“8it down, Captain Wallnce,” she
sald, indicating a chalr,

“You'll wonder who I am and why
I asked you to come here,” sald Mrs,
Kenson, “Well, T happen to know
quite a good deal about you, Captain
Wallace. All your history, In fact,
from the time you entered West
Polnt, It Iz part of my business to
know these things."”

Murk bowed and walted, expecting
something sensatlonnl. He was aston-
ished heyond his expectation, however,
by Mrs. Kenson's next words,

“Your long and distasteful stay In
the West, Captain Wallace, was not
wholly the fortune of the military

[

®| Represtnt the International Peace
Committee.”

wervice,” she sald, “It was expedient
that you ghould stay there, on anccount
of your unfortunate mistake In ndopt-
ing the lnte Charles Hampton's child.”
Mnark rose In protest, collected him-
#elf, and sat down agalo.
“In fuct, dear Captain Wallace, you

have been the victim eof clreum-

stances,” went on Mra. Kenson. 1
suppose you know that the world has
changed a good deal during your fif-
teen yenrs of exile? Well, this war,
for example. It's a shocking rever-
sion to barbarlsm, the nations fiying
at ench other's throats, when thelr dif-
ficulties could have been adjusted by
a little frank diplomacy, 1t was n great
blow to the financial interests that are
working to reconclle the natlons nnd
to develop the world's resources, They
would do all possible fo end it. I am
working for them here, I am not tell-
Ing you any secret, Captaln Wallnee,
beenuse everybody In Washington
knows It. I represent the internn-
tional peace commitiee, and I have
quite a good deal of influence among
the senators and representatives—
principally the Western ones, Cap-
tain.”

The frankness and audaeity of the
disclosure astounded Mark, So this
wns one center of “they,™ as Colonel
Hownrd had ealled the nucleus of Teu-
tonle sples and agents in Amerien,

“We are trying our hardest to pre-
vent Amoeries from belng deagged Into
this maelstrom,” continued Mrs, Ken-
“You, Captain Wallneo, were un-
fortunate enough to he working on the
other slde. And—=I'm sorry, but a Hitle
trap was laid for you nnd Kellerman.
You walked right Into It. Mujor Kel-
lerman, who Is & very good friend of
mine, acted in complete good faith,
Don't blame him. Don't blame your-
self. Don't blame that wretched fel-
low who e¢ame here the other night
It was Inevitable.
You see, when you adopted Hampton's
daughter you unconsclously put a sort
of noose about your neéck. There was
the possibility of your coming Into eon-
tact with Hampton's friends, The sys-
tem s widespread, yon know, and quite
twenty years old, So—you had to go
west,

“Now, Captoin Walluce, I'm a frank
woman, and I'll put my proposition to
you. You don't want to see Major
Eellermnn walk off with that pretty
wurd of yours, do you? And you can't
marry her without a lttle money.
Well, you conld be very useful to us
In many ways. Would you, without
sucrificing your patriotism or revenling
any secrets, become a salaried worker
of our organization

Muark stood up, trembling. “T—don't
quite understand,” he sald huskily;
and the pleture of Eleanor In Keller-
man's arms at the danee swam before
his eyes, “What is It yon want me to
dn?||

“Use your Influence and army knowl-
edge In our behalf, That little affair
of today will soon be Torgotten. And
we'll help you to put Kellerman out

ROn.

|
of business."

“You ask me to become a German
spy

“Don’t be absurd, my dear eaptain,
Who ever suggested such a thing?™

“That's whut It amounts to.”

“A little Influence on behalf of hu-
manity."

“No!" shouted Mark, quite beslde
himself, “You're infamous, You ought
to be put out of the country "

He strode Indignantly toward the
door,

The electric light In the passage had
gone out. The room grew dark behind
him, He groped his way toward the
door,

Suddenly a vivid light flashed before
his eyes. He heard, though he felt no
pain, the impact of a hard weapon
upon the back of his head. He flung
out his hands and grappled with a
man. In the unlifted hand he felt a
heavy stick with a knobbed handle.

He belleved his assallant to be Kel-
lermun, and, half unconsclous as he
was, he fought madly. But the man,
Kellerman or not, was more than a
match for him, For a few moments

Hartley caught Mark by the arm and
gulded his unsteady footsteps to the
door. 'They gained the pussage,
and Hartley guided Mark toward the
head of the basement steps, which they
reached just ng the front door fell in
under the hatchets of the ralders,

They scuttled down the stairs as the
hall became filled with the shouting po-
Heemen,

Pefore the first of the ralders set his
foot upon the stone stalrs Hartley had
found a door In the darkness, opened
It, and pushed Mark through, following
immediately. He shut the door softly
behind him. They were in the base-
ment of the adjoining house.

“We're safe now," sald Hartley in a
whisper. *“You'd better rest, Captaln
Wallnee”

“You're Hartley,” muttered Mark,
sitting down and trying In vain to dis-
cern something of the other's face
through the gloom. “What happened,
nnd how did you come on the scene?”

“Goold God forglve me!" moaned
Hurtley, suddenly breaking into hys-
terlenl sobhing, us on the former night,
“I've rulned you, Captain Walluce,
What else conld T do¥™

“Qo you were in that plot, eh ¥ asked
Mark, wondering that he felt so 1itle
anger. “Well, Ib was clear enough, but
It doesn't matter now,”

Tt matters everything” answered
Hartley, In 4 veliement whisper, “They
tricked me Into it. 1 dida’t Know whit
thelr scheme was when I ngreed to get
you out of the room. But T found out
dnter, And I hnd suspected. God, Cap-
toln Wallace, to think I found that
door 1™

“Never mind,” sald Mark soothingly,
listening to the stnmping of the raldera
In the next house overhead. *“What
more do you know?"

“I knew that they wonldn't be satls-
fied with that, sir. They—"

“One moment. Who Is ‘they," HMart-

ley?”
“*They,'"™ repeated Hartley vin-
dictively. “Those devils that mnke

pawns of men. They meant to clineh
their dirty work one wany or another.
They meant to buy you, after rulning
you, and fashlon you to thelr dirty
work. If they couldn't do that they
were golng to—"

“Morder me?"

“No, sir Discredit you so that noth-
Ing yvou could sny would be listened to.

“That's what they meant to do. It
was I who was told to glve the tip to
the pollee that there was gambling
here, They thought the place was
cloged—nand it was. But they wanted
the pollce to find you here, nnd arrest
you, %o that the story might get ints
the newspapers, and finlsh you—finish
vou with the war department, and with
Miss Hownard” 4

“And what dld you expect to get out
of i, Hartley 7" asked Mark,

He henrd the man eatch at
breath,

“She waen't your wife, Hartley?

No, Captnln Wallnee, no "

“But she has a hold on yon strong
enough to compel you to do such work
na she requires. And yet yon have
tried to save me dishonor—if any more
could come to me.”

“You saved me, Captaln Wallace I"

Mark made a sound of ineredulity.

“And I have been a gentleman, You
don't know how a man falls, Captaln
Wallace”

“Hartley, you haven't answered my
question. Now here's another, Why
were you watching Colonel Howard's
house the other night?

“You know that¥"

“T followed you here. Tell me the
whole truth about this business, and
I'll stand by you to the end.”

“I'l trust you—to the lUmit—but 1
won't tell you, Captain Wallace, Some
day, perhaps, but not now., I'll stand
by you, and I'll fight at your side, sir,
But I won't tell you. And that's the
only condition on which I ean agres to
what you propose,”

“And if we succeed—1"

“Not ‘If, but ‘when’,” eried Hartley,
with a sudden outburst of conviction,
“I'll tell you
luce. And till
to pull down this nest of consplracy
and prove your Innocence to the
world.”

m.muul_u.-:m

hils

you've won, You've conquered fortune,
And, you're in a position to do a little
quiet working to straighten out your

Led Mark Along the Basement Pae-
sage.

tangle and run down the Kenson gang.
And then I'll help you, for when the
time comes 1 can tell what T know., At
present I ean't, I'm walting—"

He burst into an expletive, and his
face was twisted with anguish. The
man seemed under the gtress of some
overpowering emotion,

“And how shout vour own part In
this affair, Hartley?"

The man winced as if Mark had
struck him. Mark put out his hand,
took Hartley's, and ghook it warmly,

“You're right, Hartley,” he sald
quietly. “I'm ready to sink my name,
then, and we'll go In together as com-
rndes, and by Heuven we'll set the
whole crooked business right "

CHAPTER X,

“Weston! Hey, there!"

Mark, who was sltting at the en-
trance of the tont which he shared
with five other privates of the Medical
corps, looked up at the sound of the
name to which he had grown accus-
tomed, At the sight of the corporal
who had halled him, he flung down the
grooved strip of metal, known as the
“soldler's friend," with the nld of
which he had been polishing his but-
tons, and hurried obediently forward.

“The train's in from the base with
the slsters and doctors %o meet the
convoy that we're expecting from the
front. Every man's on duty until the
job's finished. Report to the matron
with Hartley."

Mark nodded, and departed at a run
toward the door of the base hospital,
at which the matron, Odgeting impa-
tiently, was awalting the assembling
of the orderlies.

It was war, and the echoes of the
far distant guns were all about them
dafly, though war had never passed
that way.

Wallace, now Privats Weston
of the medical service, encoun-
ters some old friends and ac-
quaintances unexpected and has
an experience that opens his
eyes. How It all came about ie
told in the next instaliment.
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IUDGE WMAN BY HIS BOOKS

What

He Reads May Usually Be

Taken as a Good Index of
His Real Character.

If you would know the true char, e
tor of & man analyze the books width
which he surrounds hlmsell. Toe
csholee of his husiness may have heen
the aecident of n chance opening when
he was rendy to enter upon his life's
work; but his lelsure s his own, and
the use he makes of It may be taken
a® nn absolute Indlestion of what his
real self demands. Books are the com-
punions of leisure and the selection of
these sllent but satisfying friends s
an Index to his tuste,

If his Hibrary 18 moade up of standard
titles In cholee bindings, with their
leaves stlll uneut, It Is a falr presump
tlon that these hooks should be clussed
with his pletures and his furditure
['us=s these by and find some volume—
one will be enough—in an  editlon
which permits easy handling, its cover
8 listle shnbly from coustunt use, and
you will huve learned something of
your friend. Hls editions de luxe nre
B expression of s pride, the books
dm=elf.

His fine volumes may be ogually ex-
pressive of hitnself, but How rarely Is
this troe! A beautiful edition from
fnmous prees may satlsfy his
love of printing as an art, o superb
binding by a master binder may mean
ax much o llm ns u Corot; but If the
viiiue he attaches to this side of his
library is the sentimental one of mere-
Iy so-called “Ihnited” editions, pur-
thinked to fill hls bookshelves and to
Impress his friends, he has never
learned the jJoy of collecting books
for the wealth contalned between thelr
covers or of pleking up a renl Himited
edition—Iimited because those who
renlly know hooks have overabsorbed
phe artistie product of a master work-
man~Christinn Science Monltor,

he uses gre an espression of

EOnig

Makers of Meroes.

Funerson says, “Times of herolsm are
genernlly times of terror.” They show
true chinracter, It seems that human
nniure needs a test to show the stuff
Iv's made of. Splrits of herole mold
often lle dormant untll aroused by a
mighty challenge, It seems as though
theve 12 some militarism of the soul
that walts the fife cnll and the meas-
me of the drum beat. Not fear but
lnck of occasion keeps the Intent might
uncongrlous of itself. But let the need
cail and the sleeping glant rouses and
gtrides frayward to the dismay of petty
puppets of unnoyunce,

Pecullar Raln Tree.

Rain from tree follage Is an Inter-
esting phenomenon of the Canary s
lands. D, 8, V. Perex of Teneriffe
noles that the famons rain tree of
Ferro, Canarles, grew on n head land
where the mountain mists from the
trade winds collected, and by menns
of water tanks under it the poor in-
habitants of thut island, where there
nre no springs, actually pathered
eénotugh water for drinking purposes.
The effect of the follage In condens
ing molsture i sald to be evident to
anybody passing through a mist-cov-
ered forest in any of these Islands,

Good Advice,

The man who doesn’'f worry when
he ought to (8 as bad ns the one who
worries when he shonlda'.  Worry-
ing Is bad for the health, but prob-
ably not as bad as letting things drift,
In ense of rain, run for an umbrelin.
In=tend of saying: “Don’t worry,” the
best mdvice to glve a man s
basy."—Thrift Magnzine.

£

has reported as representutive of the
general staff with the i14th Division,

Reed Clty—Douglus Schmidt was
killed recently when an automoblle
he was driving struck a wagoa.
Harry Newcomb, a companion, was
Injured.

Menominee—While huntiLg deer by
searchlight, Joseph Frook was accl
dentally shot near Bunat Otto Kunte
and Ernest Desotull, companions, are
belng bele

Kalamazoo—Disregarding protesis
Irom the village of Oshtemo, work an
dismantling the fruit belt lne rail
road between Kalumazoo snd Lawton
1as been started,

Flint—Willliam Holt, a negro known
as “Fishpole,” pleaded gulity In Cir
cuit Court to robbing clothes lines
and drew from two to five years !u
the State Houwse of Correctlon,

Lansing—Food Administrator Pres.
cotl announces that rom now on pat-

$160,000 & year, according to the estl
mite of Fred L. Woodworth, food and
drug commissioner.

Hillsdale—The Rev. C. J. Tinker,
who has been rector of 5L Peler's
Episcopal Church, will go to Plttsford
this week to assume his duties as su-
perintendent of schools.

Flint—Mayor Charles 8. Mott, who
was commlissioned In the Quartes-
master's Corps, has tendered nls ge.
algnation. Danlel D, Barney, of the
common councll {s scting mayor.

Muskegon—Lieutenant E L. Knis-
kern, son of Mr. and Mrs. P, L.
Kniskern, of this city, has been pro-
moted to & captainey in the gquarter-
master's department at Camp Worden,
Wash,

Alblon—Supervision of ¥. M. C. A.
work at Alblon college has been La~
ken from the hands of studeats and
placed in churge of W. W. Whitehouse,
former educational secretary ac Camp

rons of public eating places may bave | Custer.

sugar on or In two different commodi-
Lies with each meal, one teaspoontul
for each,

Charlotte—Two boys in a stolen au-
tomobile were arrested bhere oflter

Owosso—Despite the fact that a
bullet went into his left eve and came
out his ear leaving a fractured jaw
and skall, Corp, Frink Fox s report-
od as recovering from the wound and

they had robbed the gasoline tank of | eager to “carry on”

W. R Walls near Woodbury.

The |

Alblon—Dr. Samuel Dickle, pres.

machine had been stolen [rom Guy | ydent of ilblon College, who was in-

| Cone, Odessa,

Charlotte—While hunting near Sun-

Jured In an interwrous aceddent dur-
ing the summer, made his first appear-

fleld, Amby Sines attempted to climb | ance in the chapel recently and re-

a barbed wire fence while the ham-
mers of hls shotgus were cocked. His
arm was badly torn by the explosion
of the weapon.

Reed City—Lleut Harry C. Haw-
kins Is held a prisoner in Germany
and his chum, Lisut. Harry A. Holll-
day, of Traverse City, was killed in
action at the same time as Hawlkins
was captured,

Laonidas—Estus Miller and Jobn
Wentworth were badly Injured when
a threshing machine they were driv.
ing exploded. Parts of the threahar
were found half a mile away and
windows were shatterad by the con-
cuasion

Flint—"If peace should come to-
morrow your work fis only just be-
gun,” s the plea sent out to 2,000-
000 membors of the Unconditional
Burrender Club by Dwight T. Stone
in calling attention to the great tasx
of reconsiruction.

Camp Custer—Following the accl-
dental shooting of an enllsted man by
a live cartridge belng mixed with the
dummy shells used for Instruction pur-
poses, which took place two woeks
ago, an order has been Issued that
hereafter every conslgnment of dum-
miesa will be Inspected.

Big Raplds—Major Charles L. Mc
Cormick, with the Third battalion In
France, writes of the deaths of Cor-
poral Leland Hartman, of company 1,
Onpe Hundred and Twenty-sixth infan.
try, whoso parenta live at Morley, and
of James Musser, who lived west of
Big Rapids, Ten other boya of Big
Rapida are In hospitals from shell
sbock, wounds and gas,

Detroit—Mayor Marx has sent let
ters to the mayors of all Michigan
cities, asking them to meet in Detroat
December 13 to discuss means of
amending the Constitution to give
cities full rate-fixing power over pub-
lUe utilities, 1t Is the opinion of the
Mayor, and Allan H. Prazer, corpora.
tion counsal, who I8 cooperating in
the plan, that only by such a specific
amendment can disputes such as those
of this eity with the D. U. R, and
the gas and telephone companies be
sottled,

Baldwin — Following negotiations
conducted with the Indipgn land office
in Washington by Jacob W. Cobmoosa,
of Baldwin, It Is announced that the
members of the Ottawa and Chippe
wa tribes, who have never received

cefved a rousing welcome,

East Lansing—"Cut out the knots"
ls the suggestion made by the deépart-
ment of plant patbology of the M. A,
C,, to ownera of plum trees who have
complained of a disease called the
“black knot of plum,” which bhas be-
come, serious.

Muskegon—Carlss J, Tufts and Phil-
Hp R Yaney are dead from wounds
received in action on the western front,
according to word received by rela-
tives in thls city. Yaney was 4 ma-
chanic and Tufts was & member of
an engineers’ regiment.

Hillsdale—Robert Fogg. a Jackie on
the Nevada, writes that the men on
that boat subscribed $100,600 to the
Fourth Laberty loan and also sub-
seribed §1.300 to the Navy Rellef so-
clety—the jatter being the !argest con-
tribution ever made by an individual
ship.

Houghton—Alma Hild, a Dollar Bay
girl, was picked up unconscious and
badly injured on the road between
Dollar Bay and Hancock recently. Her
story could not be obtained. It Is
thought she was run over by an auto-
mobile and that the driver shirked his
responsibllity.

Baginaw-—Atlorney General
beck has ruled that & successor to
Burt 8. aft, school commissioner
killed receutly, must be selected by
the probate judge, county clerk and

Groes-

| prosecuting attorney. James B, Griffin
|one of thy veteran school examiners,

seems certala Lo be given the place.
Houghton—Judge O'Brien bhas ruled
in Circuit Court that & man may have
any guantity of liquor on hand for his
own home, With this decislon the
court ordered that a large quantty or
liquor recently seized from the home
af Theophll Carbonneau, fermer Cos-
sell saloonkeeper, be returned to him,
Muskegon—DMayor James L. Smith,
greatly aggravated by the traction sit-
uation in Muskegon, has come out
for municipi: ownership of the pres

ments in the local system.

Lansing—Many carloads of fruit
pits and nut shells, which will be
utilized in making carbon for gas
masks, are reported on their way to
the Gas Defense division in New York
city, but as yet ouly




