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g They sat on the ground like children
I- Y. § at a picnic, watching the clouds drift-
ing and changing above them.

“It's like a picture gallery,” said Miss
Fairlie softly.

“So it is,” assented the young ranch-
man heartily. ‘“Let's choose pictures,
as the children do. See, there's a beau-
tiful maiden robed in white. She's
mine.”

“Very well. You saw her first. Look,
there's a house. “That's mine.”

“It’s a ranch house, then,” decidedly.
“See how low and spread out it is;
plenty of land, you see.”

“It's all full of nooks and corners,”
dreamily, “and there are broad piazzas
with vines growing all over them.”

“Of course,” with prompt assent,
“that’'s the ideal house for a ranch.
Look there, Miss Fairlie! See what is
coming up to your piazza,” as a smaller
eloud rolled up tumultuously.

“That’s a horse and rider, Mr. Rob-
erts!” excitedly.

“Sure, it Is you, just starting out for
| a ride over your ranch! See the vell
on your hat?”

She laughed with almost childish en-
Joyment of the child’'s play at ‘“‘make

!

f believe.”

{ “There’s another rider now. Let's see
{ who that 1s.”

L They gazed earnestly at the passing
1 cloud.

24 “I thought 80,” cried the man trinm-
1 phantly, “it's me,” with a dashing dis
regard of grammar, “it's me—on Sar-
cho. We're going together over our
ranch.”

The woman’s hand reached out in-
stinctively as if to brush the clouds
away, and the hand was promptly
caught and held in a larger, stronger
one.

“Let's make it true,” he whispered
earnestly. “Don’t go back east again
Btay here and make it true.”

8he shook her head half sadly.

“You don't like it here. You couldn"t
make the sacrifice’—

: 5 “It isn't that. I do like it. I like ev-

i erything about it. I never felt so near

{ the sky before—never before 8o real-
1zed the warmth and comfort of the
earth. To me the breadth of vision is
fascinating. But my work lles else-
where.”

{1 “What work?’ gravely.

b2 “Why, my work—my

$i4 Hfe work”—

“I suppose you mean
~your editorial work’—

“Certainly. I have no other.”

*That is what you are doing for a
Hvellhood, because you are brainy
enough to be successful at it. But is
that really your life work—the work
to satisfy a woman’'s heart and bring
rest and peace into her life? Look
dearest, that pretty knoll off there is
Just the place to build the rambling
stone house, with nooks and corners
and vines and plazzas. The land is
mine as far as you can see on each
side. You may have a dozen houses
if you like.”

“I should know you are Irish,” with
defensive evasion. “Such impetuos
!w!n

“My mother was Scotch,” smiling
winningly, “and you know pertinacity
is a predominating characteristic of
the Scottish people. Combine that
with my Irish impetuosity”—

“It's a formidable combination,”
with a movement to arise.

“We're not going yet,” putting out
a detaining hand; “we're going to
watch the sunset and talk about our
house and plan about our wedding.
I don’t need to tell you that I love
you, dear.”

- “But—but, you've known me only a
month”—

“That's long enough to know that
I love you.”

“And I know nothing of your—your
antecedents,” hesitatingly.

“I haven't any,” shortly.

“In New England,” slowly, “one's
antecedents count for a good deal.”

The man laughed bitterly and then
his face grew grave.

“Please sit down again, Miss Fair-
He. I foresee a conflict between your
‘ eastern pride and prejudice and my
y western independence and intolerance,

business—my

your writing

i and I am not equal to it standing.”

i She yielded, not unwillingly.

f b:gA man without antecedents”— she
an,

e

“In this section of God's country,”
be Interrupted firmly, “a man stands
for just what he 1s. No one cares who
his relatives are if he is ‘square and
white’ and does the right thing here.
Never mind my ‘antecedents’ Agnes,
Don’t you love me?”

He put out his hand and softly
touched a fold of her riding habit. She
trembled at the suggestion of a caress
fn the tender touch.

“I wish you'd go away,” she pleaded.
“Won't you go away while I think it
all out?”

i The odd, boyish abruptness that had
#o often amused her came back again.
“Go away? Not much! I'll stay
L right here. 1 may be of great assist-
| ance to you {n making up vour mind."”
e 8he sat in troubled silence.
?; S - Presently he began speaking again,
] Jow and tenderly. “You have not sald
4 . that you love me, Agnes, but I believe
st & that you do”—
SRS “I-1 am afrald that I do” with
N something very like a sob in her volce,
) “T have often wondered how it would
W #eem to—to care 80 much for some one
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¥ &8 to wish to be with him always.
2 ‘Now 1 know"—

0 . He controlled the wild {mpulses of
: : Ris fmpetuous heart and only said

¢ently, “1 believe 1 can make Jyou
aappy.” '

wThere are some things,” she .inter-
rupted, speaking slowly ﬂnd.thh a
painful effort, “‘that it is only right you
should kpnow. I—I think 1 am older

than you.”
“Yes,” he assented calmly, “I knew
that.”

“You"—after & pause—'‘you are not
more than thirty-five?’ questioningly.

“I'm awfully sorry, dear, but you've
got to cut off ten years. [I'll be twen-
ty-five next Thursday.”

She gasped, recoiling as from a daskL
of cold water, and covered her face
with slender, trembling hands.

“It's a shame, isn't it, sweetheart?”
coaxingly. “But don't you mind. We
don't need to hang our family record
on the outside of the house, and my
gray hair is so deceiving no one will
suspect. Let's talk about the wedding
—if it could be this week”—

“This week!” In startled consterna
tion. “Who ever heard of such &
thing 7"

“When a man has lived a whole quar-
ter of a century don't you think he
sught to bave a birthday gift—the one
»e wants? 1 want you, Agmes. We
can be married then—there is no need
of waiting—and we'll just run over to
Frisco and take a trip somewhere--
across the ocean perhaps,” watching
the averted face closely—''perhaps te
Bydney to see Jack.”

With a sharp ery of pain she turned
a white, frightened face to his.

“Jack! What do you know of Jack?"

“Only good, dear one,” soothingly.
*Your brother is well and doing finely
in his profession’—

“Do you know--all about Jack?" she
whispered.

“Everything.”

8he was crying softly.

He put his arms about her and drew
ber to him with tender, comforting
words.

“Look at me, sweetheart. Don’t you
know who I am? Think of that last
day you saw Jack”—

She gazed long and earnestly into
his face.

“Not Robert Boyle!” she cried at last.

“Robert MacNeal Boyle,” he an-
swered slowly, with a certain pride of
ancestry in his voice. *“My father nev-
er forgave me, and so when 1 came
west 1 reversed my name and am
known here as MacNeal Roberts. Good
old Converse and Eleanor are the only
ones who know the truth. I think I
loved you from that day when you
came to sce Jack; you were so brave
and true, When Dick Converse brought
his Boston bride home and I learned
she was your friend, 1 asked her to
prevail upon you to visit her. I meant
to win you if I could.”

She touched his face softly with her
finger tips.

“And you—you served’—

“] served a year in prison,” firmly;
“hence the white locks, sweetheart.”

“A year that belonged to Jack”— ahe
sobbed.

“There was no other way,” he argued
earnestly. “Jack wouldn’t have lived
a month shut up there in prison. It
was only a bit of boyish bravado any-
way, but the authorities were deter-
mined to make an example of some
college fellow. Jack’s suddempsickness
gave me the chance to clear him and
to help those stupid detectives prove it
against me. They knew it was one of
us. I’ve never regretted it, but that 1s
why I have wo ‘antecedents,” Agnes.™

She put her arms about his neck and
held her face against his. ‘“You don’t
need antecedents, dear. I love you for
what you are yourself.”

Going to a Fire In China.

“I was in Peking,” said an American
tourist, “‘when a fire broke out a few
doors below the house in which I was
lodging, and at the first alarm I rushed
out and into the burning structure to
see what could be saved. I was at
once arrested and later on discovered
the Chinese way of fighting a fire.

“A policeman first required an affi-
davit of the head of the household to
the effect that he did not deliberately
set the blaze and for this purpose took
him before an official half a mile away.
A second was stationed to see that no
one removed any furniture until the
papers had been made out.

“After a lapse of forty minutes the
firemen arrived. They looked at the
burning house and decided that it was
on fire. After much argument it was
further agreed that it would be a waste
of water to try to put out the flames.
Two members who erected a ladder
and climbed part way up were duly re-
proved for too much zeal, and after the
name, age and habits of the owner had
been taken the fire department retired
in good order.

“As the flames were unhindered, the
house burned to the ground, and when
the owner returned he was beaten by
his neighbors for endangering their
property. I was held in durance vile
for two hours and then fined 40 cents.”
—Chicago News.

Uned to Kissing.

They were in a magnificantly deco-
rated room. They approached each oth-
er from opposite directions. One of
them was pale as a ghost, the other
blushing red as a cherry.

Presently they met, and, careless of
the fact that dozens of eyes were
watching them, they kissed each other,

The meeting seemed to bring them
perfect peace, but alas, alack! They
had scarcely been side by side above
twenty seconds when a man approach-
ed with the fire of battle in his eye.
With cool insolence he raised the stick
he carried, and then—oh. horror!—he
struck a sharp, quick blow, and the
pale one was sent spinning several feet
away. s

The other nelther screamed nor faint.

ed. There was no heartbreaking, no |

resentment, not even a murmur,

Billiard balls are used to that sort of
thing!
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ALPINE GUIDES.

Phe Trouble They Sometimes Have
With Recklexs Climbers.

The Alpine guide frequently risks his
health, strength, even his life, for per-
sons who may have been themselves
the cause of the peril en(.'ounter_'ed.
The qualities of a first class guide,
says the author of “Adventures on the
Rc;of of the World,” include not only
skill in climbing, but the ability to
form sound conclusious in moments of
danger. A certain climber tells an an-
ecdote which bears on he Importance
of the guide's powers of judgment.

A member of the Alpine club was
ascending a peak in company with an
Oberland guide. Part of their course
lay over a snow field which sank grad-
ually on one side, sharply ended by a
precipice on the other. The two were
walking along not far from the edge
of this precipice when the English-
man, thinking that an easier path
might be made by golng still nearer
the edge, diverged a little from his
companion’s track. To his surprise,
the guide immediately caught hold of
him and pulled him back with more
vigor than ceremony, well nigh throw-
ing him down in the operation. Wrath-
ful and not disinclined to return the
compliment, the Dnglishman remon-
strated. The guide's only answer was
to point to a small crack, apparently
like scores of other cracks in the neve,
which ran for some distance parallel to
the edge of the precipice.

The traveler was not satisfied, but he
was too wise a man to argue while a
desired summit was still some distance
above him. On the descent when the
scene of the morning's incident was
reached the guide pointed to the crack,
which had grown perceptibly wider.

“This marks,” he said, *the place
where the true snow field ends. 1 feel
certain that the ice from here to the
edge is nothing but an unsupported
cornice hanging over the tremendous
precipice below. It might possibly
have borne your weight, though I don't
think it would.”* Thereupon he struck
the neve on the farther side of the ice
gharply with his ax. A huge mass
immediately broke away and went
roaring down the cliff.

The traveler was full of amazement
and admiration and thought how there,
on an easy mountain and in smiling
weather, he had been very near to
making himself into an avalanche.

SYMPATHY.

Sympathy is food to a starving heart.

Sympathy is two hearts pulling at
one load.

Sympathy is the staff on which trou-
ble leans.

Sympathy is the cream that rises on
the milk of human kindness.

Sympatby in sorrow’s hour is like the
gentle rain to drooping flowers.

Sympathy is the least the rich may
glve, the most the poor can offer.

Sympathy is the blossom grown from
the costly bulb called personal suffer-
ing.

Sympathy is a well toned instrument
that readily responds to notes of weal
or woe.

Sympathy is the most powerful hu-
man magnet for attracting and holding
friendship.

Sympathy is perfect forgetfulness of
oneself in true feeling for the unhap-
piness of others.

Bympathy is love's healing balm
spread by pity's tender hand on sor
row’s heart wound.

Artificial Beauty In Rome.

Personal artifice is at least as old
as the Roman empire, for, speaking of
the artificial beauty of a coquette, Mar-
tlol says: “Gollu, you are but a com-
position of falsehood. While you were
living at Rome your boir was growing
on the banks of the Rhine. At night
when you lay aside your silken robes
you lay aside your teeth also. Two-
thirds of your person are locked up in
boxes for the night. The eyebrows
with which you make such insinuating
motions are the work of your slaves.
Thus no man can say, ‘I love you, for
you are not what he loves, and no one
loves what you are.”

A Lord Sold Into Slavery.

Charles Reade found the hero of his
pnevel, “The Wandering Heir,” In the
person of Lord Altham of Ireland, who
was sold as a “redemptioner” at Phila-
delphia in 1728 and who served for
twelve years in effect as a slave to one
or more masters in Lancaster county,
Pa. The young nobleman was recog-
nized by two Irishmen who came by
accident to the house where he lived
and Admiral Vernon afterward tooy
him back to Ireland. Reade laid the
scene of Lord Altham’s servitude in
northern Delaware, but it is pretty well
established that this was an error,

The Saving Light.

We boast our light; but, if we look
not wisely on the sun itself, it smites
us Into darkness. The light which we
have gained was given us not to be ev-.
er staring on, but by it to discover on-
ward things now remote from all
knowledge.—Milton.

When a Kick Helpa,

When one lacks the courage boldly to
advance along the perilous course his
Intelligence counsels, he is lucky if he
can and will goad some one into kick.
ing him along it past the point where
retreat is impossible.—Success.

L L
Love,

George—Are you quite sure th
really love me? Bessie—Oh, ¥yes; cer-
tain of it. I never knew any om; tha*
could make me so furiously angry at
tlmes!——Exchunge.

e
Even Then,

Think twice before You speak, and

even then n'ie times out of te;l the

world won't lose anything if keayp:
still.—Somervyille Jouml.g o :
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magnificence.

“One night an Arab sent by Musta-
pha Aga came to one of their number,
Mr. D., as we may call him, saying
that he had just found a mummy case
of unusual beauty. What became of
the mummy the man did not explain
The next morning Mr. D. bought the
case. Both he and his companions
were impressed by its remarkable |
beauty and by the curious face of the
woman portrayed, a face that was
filled with a cold malignancy of ex-
pression unpleasant to witness.

“They had agreed that, being all
interested in Egyptology, they should

though Mr. D. had been the cause of

its discovery, he lost the mummy cover.
{ which passed to a friend, whom we
will call Mr. W.

“It was on their return journey that
the series of misfortunes commenced.
Mr, D.’s servant was handing him a
gun, when without visible cause it ex-
ploded, the charge lodging in his arm,
which had to be amputated; a second
died in poverty within the year; a
third was shot, while Mr. W., the own-
er of the mummy case, discovered on
his arrival in Cairo that he had lost a
large part of his fortune. He died soon
afterward. The priestess of Amen Ra
bad signified her displeasure in a very
convincing manner.

“From the date it was shipped om
board the steamer Mr, D. lost sight of
the mummy case for several years.
He did not at the time in any way
assoclate the misfortunes that had oc-
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curred to the party with its discovery,

but when he next heard of it and had

full information of the disasters which |
bad been subsequently associated with |
its possession he began to suspect that I
£t was not merely chance, not merely |
& coincidence, that had brought so sin-
ister a fate on all who had dealings
with the priestess of Amen Ra.

“On the arrival of the case in Eng-
land it was given by its owner, Mr, W.,
to & married sister living near London,
From the day the case entered the
house misfortune followed misfortune,
The family suffered large losses, and
the end came with painful troubles
which need not be specified.

“The lady while in possession of the
case recelved one day a visit from
Mme. Blavatsky. The great theoso-
phist became very disturbed on enter
ing the room, and after a few minutes’
conversation told her hostess that there
Was something in her houge possesed
of a most malignant influence, She |
asked to be allowed to search the house
and on discovering the coffin lid ap-
pealed to her hostess to send away ap
object which she

described as of the
utmost danger, Her hostess, however,

:tused,be laughing at what she imagined

oty an example of foolish supersti-
“Some time afterward the

lady sent

the case to a well known Photographer

in Baker street. Within a week the

z:::eg elther the negative or the pho
e prdin any way, yet it was not
& t;: board features that looked ont
tlan wolx’:!:an t:ft:. (Rt A

8 8 straight befo
with an expression i

of singular
lence. Shortly after the SoLar alevo.

ber upon heari;
story to get rid of it at onc:l.n‘ e

.M and a mm“
vey it to the Britian mper s 10 SO0

carrler Qled within & week -t o

N WiLniax

of South Dakota.
Lix BANKRUP B
Bankruopt ) =
and Pet Stock Show at ; Northern Division Distrier of Sout) Das
| districtr, respectiully represents that
sold January 28 to 31, inclusive, limit- | T*/AUDE 10 ba kruptey; that he has §
ments of saja acts and of the order
North-Western R'y. | Wherefore, he prays that he may be
| bankrupt acts, except such debts a e
JOSEPH F. LOSA}
Bac
’DE;\LL’R IN
(Seal) G.
Notary Publie, Browy (o

In the matter of
To the H norable loha E, Carlan! Ju
: Josen  F. Losaker, of Aberdesn, |
Mitchell, S. D.
[ day of December, 1ast past, he was (0305
. : ren ered all his proparty and rights of ;e
ed to return until February 6, inclu-
court touching bis ba Kruptey.
| by the court to have a full discharge
| cepted by luw from such diseharge.
Subscribed and sworn to before me. !

Taxes paid for ABERDEEN, ORDER OF NOTICE THIAEU) [€
Non-Residents, 5. DAR. | lafe Diiet court ot tne (o D
p7a3 | P surithern Division trict of Soutl Vasies g i

Collections. Loans. Insurance. ‘ On this el-venth day of ‘Jlnlmlr“ A DDA

B | 9u reading he foregoln thtlon. it

Room 15, Northwestern Bank Block | Ordered by the Coart that i hi s ER S
on the same on the sixth day of Febras!, B ¢
1905, before said court, at Sioux Fals. > S

sald district, at ten o’clock In 1h- ' }
aud that notice thereof be published
the Aberdeen Democrat, & newspape’
at Aberdeen, fo said district, and hat & V88
¢1editors und other persons in {ul-ret “8
pear at the said time and place &
cause, If any they have, why the praje
sald petitioner shonld not be granied.
Aud It is further ordered by the o
the clerk, upon payment by the bsts
his attorney, of the actusml expe st
shall send by mail to all knewn credito?
of sald petition and thls order, addr
them at their places of residence as 314
Witness, the Honorable J hn E.
Judge of the said court, sud “
thereot, ut Sjoux Falls, i
trict on the 11th day of Jaud

VER S PEN
By Haggry B, B:me.ou
Deputy.

B. F. MARKIN,

PRYSICIAN & SURGEON
Oftice at residence,

Columbia

So. Dak.

Theo. O. Erickson
LAWYER

Real Estate and Collections
Over First N

Seal)

ational Bank—Aberdeen

D, 1B, C. Brown,

DENTIST
Removed from Beard B
Voedisch’s
Work Guaranteed
Prices REASONABLE,

Notice ot Hearing Peuititio?
Letters of Administartio]

State of South Dakota aoty of B
In County Gourt, wlm.(":d |’«~r sad
1n the matter of the estate of Aus:
déceaseq.

The St §s grect
Tob nt ate of South Dakota s«-u‘t i

lock to over

2 e
You und each of P "1“ potifs]
Aunia ¥, Tuibot hus fled n te ¢ 600 °

Brown Count 2 AKOLA, &
chief of the firm came down to Aberdeen. = Qo b Dar. ... | 1etion usklng’ t%‘:z“.h"zs::'fn::,‘u_m: by
lady’s house in a state of grea -] 0t LAKGLE | tratrix of ihe estate of Anpa P DC
ment. He h o t excite- \\ reased, and that said petition has ©

2d, he sald, photographed hieari | g before the county court of %/
the face with the greatest care an‘:i b W":WWM ?ttmdnr qh‘“llr term of court W xl..-
could guarantee that no o'ne had cuuuly.uu”' lu the clty of Abe:dccs,

ou A
F A R M tll‘cé hour :l‘:‘ue ‘z.'lcld ny O .Fofmur)
Now, t A M { you
| l"ns by nota erefore, you and each of 0

befure *
at said tips and place 5 show cause. !}
Steamshj Ti bave, wigf sald petiion sbonld not b*
Da .
Hou p Tickets Taied &u“atr‘y?"m-lm‘ o .
Ses s . Count'§
and Lots b’k B Faansmess, Olerk

—FOR SALE_

N

Great Northern Time T?

Going Nortn.  Comink?)
3 m . e SR 'm... 0:3]
Room 11, Wells Block i :08 1




