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cutting off most of It would be sure to
react Injuriously."

These opinions arc forecasts of a se-
rious financial panic unless trade re-
lations with Europe are restored to
something like normality. Against
"K fours the Chtrauu Tribune (Ind.Ren 1 offers this advice:

"The American who gets flustered
nr panic-stricke- n because the law of
c'"se and effect Is operating tn Europewith a drastic logic. Is both weak and
foolish. Americans have no reason to
fear the present or the future if thev
will think of the unshaken rock on
which we stand and go quietly to de-

velop the resources and opportunitiesbefore them."
The Boston Post (Ind. Dem.) flatlydeclares that "there is not going to be

any panic' or anything of
the kind." For "instead of waiting un-
til the panic possibility was at hand,the federal reserve sjrstem has taken
time by the forelock and has started In
amide time to avoid trouble. ... A
panic that can be as easily foreseen as
the one now said to be In sight will
never eventuate."

And, to reassure us further, the
Seattle Times (Ind.) points out that:

"Next summer there will be a bhr
tourist movement to Europe, equalingIf not exceeding the movement prior to
1914. Tens of millions of American
dollars will be left in France by these
visitors, and these sums will offset the
purchases made by the sister republic
in the t'nlted States."

Why Not Import a Little
French Thrift?

Americans may well take a lesson
from French thrift. A recent official
report shows that notwithstanding their
poverty and distress, the French peopleare putting Into the savings banks a
great deal more than thev are check-
ing out. In ten days, from the 11th.
to the 20th of December, they depos- -

Foreign Exchange and H. C. L.
"Foreign exchange may seem a

pretty distant subject to most people,
'but as a matter of fact. It affects us
all very directly and decidedly," says
the Voungstown Vindicator (I)em).
We refuee to take European money at
Its face value, and many Europeans
are unable to buy our products at the
heavy discount to which their money is
subjected. As a consequent", we have
no outlet for cur surplus raw materials
and machinery. Europe needs these
articles before It can resume produc-tion of goods to ship to us. So, ac-
cording to financial experts, unless this
circle can be broken, the situation will
go on getting Worse instead of better,
and the whole world will suffer from
lack of necessities.

"There is no depreciation in com-
modities," as the Columbus Dispatch
llnd.) points out. and this paper goeson to say:

"If a German has a watch that Is
valuable, he can trade it for somethingelse that is valuable. If a Frenchman
were to bring over here a trunkful of
laces or chinaware, he would not find
it depreciated in value; he could trade
for wheat or meat or raw material or
manufactured products of anv kind.
But when the German or the French-
man comes along with a handful of
paper money and wants to exchange It
for something which we possess, we
look at it and figure in our minds justabout what the nation back of it will
really be able to pay when It comes to
riHleeming it, and announce an ex-

change rate for the stuff."
So the Dispatch concludes that "the

European nations whose money is so
heavily discounted are bankrupt, and
the business interests know it. . .

The solution will probably have to
come through the people of Europe go-
ing to work and making something we
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and It Is therefore not possible to bor-
row money on ouch Insurance. The

THE HASKIN LETTER
SIGNALS TO OTHER WORLDS

BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN.

In building theories to fit Venus is
that the planet is always enveloped in
a mass of clouds, so that even though
It Is closer to us than Mars, yet its
surface is not so distinct.

While we cannot get a definite view
of this mysterious and neglected planet,
we know that it is only 200 miles lesi
In diameter than the earth, and that
ils temperature is similar to our trop-
ics. The cloud blankets reflect 70 per
cent of the sun's heat and cool the at-

mosphere, which otherwise would be
much too hoi for life. The clouds indi-
cate water vapor, and therefore, both
air ami water conditions are favorable.
As these are the two main requisites
of a habitable world, Venus is coming
to be regarded as the possible younger
sister of our comparatively middle-age- d

earth.
None of these other planets, except

Mars, is thought bv astronomers to
have any possibilities of life. The
sun was once believed to be gaseous
and fiery only in an outer rim. Within
this, the story ran, was a world pro-
tected bv heavy clouds and therefore

neo it.uuUjpuu irancs ana withdrew
4,000,000. From January 1 to December
20 the surplus of deposits over with-
drawals was 907.000.000 francs.

France, in fact, is not nearly in bo
sad ii plight as the slump in exchange
might indicate. Of 1,986 factories de-

stroyed or damaged during the war in
the zone of German occupation, 1,385
had resumed production on Nov. 1.

Only 8115 had resumed production on
August 1.

Taking the country In whole, It is
found that the returns from taxes are
exceeding the estimates of the gov-
ernment budget. The French people
are paying more taxes than the gov-
ernment had thought they could pay.
are increasing their deposits In the
savings banks, are restoring their
wasted industries and recropping lands
laid waste by German rutshlessness.

Complaint Is heard in the United
States over the slow decline of the
market quotations on Liberty bonds.
The cure for that is emulation of
Flench thrift. So long as thousands of
Americans sacrifice their bonds to buy
luxuries and have a "good time," Lib-
erty bonds will sell below par. They
are below par because a considerable
number of extravagant and improvi-
dent holders are willing to Bell them
at a discount. The people who are
sacrificing their bonds blame others
when the blame lies at their door.
Spokane Spokesman-Revie- (Ind.
Rep).

Atlanta Newspapers
Against Strike.

Newspaper ethics are evidently on a
high plane In Atlanta, where a unique
situation has developed because of an
unauthorized strike. Pressmen struc,
in the plants of two Atlanta papers, the
Journal and the Georgian, but Sunday
morning all three newspapers, including
the Constitution, appeared in abbre-
viated form. There was no walkout
affecting the Constitution, but feeling
that the action of the pressmen was
unjust, an opinion shared by officials
of the International Printing Press-
men's union, the publishers of the three
Atlanta papers agreed to curtail their
issues until normal publication could
be resumed.

The Constitution was under no ob-

ligation to share the misfortune of its
two competitors in the Sunday morn-
ing field, but voluntarily sacrificed the
huge volume of Sunday business it
usually carries for the sake of a prin-
ciple. In fact, the three papers have
Imposed identical limitation! on them-
selves, both in their daily and Sunday
Issues, until the strike is settled.

The Constitution is to be commended
for its splendid exhibition of gener-
osity and fair play. Atlanta Is fortu-
nate in having three great newspapers
thus able to for the common
good. Birmingham d (Dem.).

Progressive.
Pittsburgh Leader: Viscount Grey is

liberal enough to try to sympathize.
With the American viewpoint and in
other statements he haH frankly admit-
ted that if he were an American he
would hold quite the same views as
those of the American senators.

Philadelphia North American: He
justifies the American attitude and the
senate procedure.

INFLUENCE ABROAD
The author of the phrase and the originator of the creed of

"open covenants openly arrived at" was President Wilson
1m The expression was apt and the purpose was worthy. It
brought to his standard numerous supporters who believed that
many of the ills of the old world were due to secret treaties and
secret understandings, which eventually roe up to plague those
bound by them. There was perhaps no principle enunciated w ithin
recent years that appeared to possess more real merit or promised
more relief from the curse of secret diplomacy.

And yet, for more than a week there have been passing be-

tween the representatives of Great Britain, France and Italy on
the one side and President Wilson on the other, short and curt
communications in which, we are told, the United States is on
record as having threatened to repudiate the treaty of peace
and the league of nations; that it is readv to withdraw from the
treaty guaranteeing protection to France in the event of German
aggression, and making other serious representations, if the
Adriatic question is not settled in accordance with the views n
the United States.

What are the views of the Untied States on thi- - question?
So far as we have observed it has not been debated in the coh-gre- ss

and there is a general haziness with regard to the entire
subject. At least there is a general misunderstanding between
the president and the representatives of Great Britain, France
and Italy. They declare the president has not taken into con-

sideration developments of the past five months, and that it is
not possible to adjust the subject on the basis of his understand-
ing of last August or September.

There is no doubt that the president is pursuing the subject
with the loftiest motives and the most disinterested idea of justice
to all concerned.

But he makes a fundamental mistake in talking too much
about American ideals. There may be some misunderstanding
even of that. The ideals that we say represent America are not
the ideals the European nations attribute to us.

We protest that our ideals are a genuine desire to unselfishly
serve humanity. We tell the world that we have no thought of
Rain and no desire for advantage.

The European who knows the I'nited Stales best through
the markets and the official manipulation of the rate of exchange
is not impressed with the protestation of our high ideals.

Perhaps the fault of the president is in stressing too much
American ideals. It is not well to speak too often or too highly
of one's virtues.

Furthermore, Great Britain. France and Italv, and perhaps
even some other countries, likewise have ideals. Thcv mav even
be egotistical enough to claim that their ideals are every bit as
high as ours. Of course we know they are not: but what is the
use of arguing?

Why talk of ideals as though they were a virtue peculiar to
the people of the United States? It is better to talk of things as
they are the questions that irritate and distur- b- and seek a set-
tlement for them without going outside the record to raise a
question that no two nations in the world will agree upon.

Meanwhile we must trust to the w isdom of the president to
keep us free from unpleasant entanglements with our former
associates in the war while we remain in ignorance of the point
of contention.

Unfortunately the European people are prone io regard the
president as being out of line with the sentimenl of the country.
They fortify their belief upon his demand for a Democratic con-

gress that would more patriotically assist in winning the war. and
the election of a Republican house and senate: upon his state-min- t

that he would not dare return to the United States without
the league of nations, which was finally conceded to him after
it was prepared by a British subject and a general from South
Africa, and the fact that the senate adopted numerous reserva-
tions and has not yet ratified it.

We do not recount these facts critically, but to show why it

is that the president has lost prestige in Europe. Irvin S. Cobb,
who witnessed the continuous (nation given the president upon
his arrival in France and analyzed the psychology of it during his
visits to England and Italy, stated what was perhaps ,,t that time
the truth when he said, "Wilson could be elected president of an
country in the world except the l imed States "

His popularity elsewhere, however, was based upon the belief
that he was invincible at home; that he had the American people
solidly arrayed behind him. W hen the events recounted above
transpired he lost some of his influence abroad.

As for the responsibility for this condition, we are of the be
lief that it is due not so much to anything the president mav have
done r said or to anything that mav have been said or ace 'in
plished by his enemies, but to efforts. b tli persistent and effectiv e,
of the nations that have dominated Europe for 100 years, and
which look with jealousy and suspicion upon the ath cut of another
into European affairs, and are seeking by the use of evcrv means
at their command to discredit and destroy that influence

wani nun excnangnig it ror somethingwe have and which they want."
But "to tell them to do this Is much

easier than for them to do it," the
Springfield Republican llnd.) reminds
us. for, to quote the Chicago Journal
(Dem.), "time Is needed to turn war
factories back to peace factories." and
"men from the trenches could not at
first bring themselves to go back to
the humdrum life of civilian work."
"Idleness has been the rule and not the
exception," adds the Birmingham
News i Dem.): "the socialistic Idea, forone thing, has demoralized vast Euro-
pean populations." But the Salt Lake
Tribune (Hep.) calls attention to the
fact that Europe can not return to
work until "they succeed in financingtheir home industries to such an ex-
tent that they may be able to Importthe necessary raw materials," and the
Norfolk Vlrginlan-Pilo- t (Ind. Dem.) re-
marks that "French industries are de-

pendent almost wholly for their raw
materials on America."

This means that we must furnish
raw materials on credit, thinks the
New York Journal of Commerce (Ind.).
"If we expect to hold the sound ele-
ments of our business abroad," It says,"we shall have to provide for financing
them." Or. as the Dallas News (Ind.
Dem.) puts It:

"The part to be played by America Is
evidently that of thrift, d

investment in foreign loans or securi-
ties and the production of the thingsneeded by Europe for purposes of re
construction. That of Europe Is whole-soule- d

effort to get. back to a normal,
healthy, productive ba.?ls. Neither
America nor Europe can ijo the whole
thing alone, though each can do what
will make it possible for the other to
save the situation."

But our terms for foreign credit are
pretty stiff, and the Los Angeles
Times (Ind. Ren.) goes so far as to
express "the opinion that a reason for
the present crisis is found in the prof-
iteering by some American financiers."

However, is there a silver lining to
this cloud? With our shelves well
stocked and no foreign customers, will
pot prices here take a tumble and drag
the high cost of living down? "Under
such conditions." declares the Cleveland
Plain Dealer (Inrl. Dem.), "lower pricesare hound to occur," and the. Arkansas
Democrat (Dem ) thinks "the dollar
will recover some of Its e pur-
chasing power, which means
relief lo those who have suffered most
from the present situation, the sala-
ried workers and those with fixed in-
comes of small proportions."on the other hand, as the Fort Worth

m (Ind. Dem.) cautions
us, "when foreign exchange begins to
senil the cost of living down to the
bottom if that happens it will begin
to close up factories and send prices
of the products of the farms and th"
mines down below the cost of produc-
tion, and that in turn will begin to put
men out of work and send wages down
as well. ... It doesn't make any
difference how low the prices may be
If 'you haven't got the price.' " So
thinks the Tacoma News-Tribun- e (Ind.)
too. "Goods mp.de for foreign custom-
ers will be thrown on the market, prices
will drop with a crash and mills and
factories will he ohllged to close." "A
moderate checking of the flow of ex-

ports would prove wholesome," thinks
the Chattanooga News (Dem.), "but

Dear K. C. R. Vou scent to he able
to solve a lot of problems about newly
married couples and also settle dis-
putes that conic from tlie
who can't get along, so want to ask
you if through your column you will
let me read what you have to say about
this pair of He was jealous
of her, and she didn't c:ire for him.
and I tried to make peace between
them. Then they both jumped onto
me, and In the end I landed in Ihe
station house with a discolored eye and
everything else that goes with it.
Whit's vour advice to a fellow In my
position? EDWARD R,

DEAR EDWARD.

ONCE ON a time.

WE HAD a dog.

AXH IN the neighbor's hoUe,

THERE WAS a cat.

AND OUT in the alley.

ONE SUNDAY morning.

THEY CAME toother.
t

ANI OI K Airvdaln
i

HAP THE nrlghbor' eat

BACKED IN'To n corner

AND A r.lce big do 3.

PR( M A block away.

GOT WIND of the scrap.' 'V
lib: EDGED his way In.

AND OCR Airedale dog.

AND Till-- neighbor's cat.

FORGOT Til KIR quarrel.

AND LOOKED him over

AND Till! last saw

WAS THE nice big dog.

WITH THE neighbor's cat.

HALF WAY up his back.

y. What rtocn a modern battleship
coat? L. K. 8.

Tn navy department cays Ihat
the approximate cost of a modern lp

Is It0,d00.ion. This N more
tliBii it coal to luilld the capltol at
Washington.

LI How many soldiera are hurled
in the A. H. F. cemetery at ltomagne.
Frame" A. A.

A In the cemetery at Rnmagne,
Sons Montfaucon. In the Meuse de-

partment, there are 23,061 American
soldiers' Braves.

Q. Are pensions paid t'lvll war vet-
erans exempt from Income tax, N.
E. A.

A. This source of Income Is not
fie from Income tax. and must he
accounted for In the Income tax re-

turns.
Q, How many times a day does the

weather htireau make observations?
d. a. v.

A. -- The weather htireau at all its sta-
tions make ohsf rvntlons three times
each day. that II may make a record of
condition! and ohlaln the fads upon
which io forecast the weather

Q. At what price, must silver sell
for the American silver dollar to he
Intrinsically worth its face value?l a b.

A - That the silver In a dollar may
he worth Us face value, the market
price cf silver must he up to 11.29 an
ounce. When It Koea above lhat point
the silver In a dollar la worth jnore than
the coin ami aneculatots may he ex-

pected to mell dollar and sell the sil-
ver as such.

Q. Will I have to remove a whisky
slR'i painted on the side of my barn"
--O. E, K.

A, Under the law all such signs and
billboard! adverttalni Intoxicating
Honors must be torn down. Anybody
allowing stieh signs to remain on his
promises will be subject to a heavy
penalty

0 Name the seven wonders of th"
middle ages. x m. I.

A. were: COileeUm of Home.
the Catacotnba of Alexandria, the (treat
Will of China. Btonehenge, the Lean-
ing Tower of Plea, the Porcelain Tower
of N'ankln, and the Moaque of st. So-

phia in Conatantlnople.
ij Is there more rainfall in Florida

In summer than In winter"--,!- . H.
A. Throughout Florida there is more

rain in fh summer than In the winter
Th- niittv season begin and ends a
little earlier in the western part than
In the eaatem part of the state. The
dryness of the winters is an importantfactor In makine; Florida an Ideal win-
ter reaorl By far the greater nafl of
the summer niin comes In the daytime
In the form of brief ihowen which coed
the ;ill

i) What do the c dors d the flag
llgnlf) ? R. IV V,

A. The colors, red. white and blue,
of the American flag denote valor, puri-
ty anil truth, respectively.

'J Why has the rale of exchangeon American money decreased In China?
-- C P O.

A. This dec rease In exchange Is at-
tributed tn the advance In the price of
silver, and the fact thai the fTllneao
monetary system is on a a'lver basis,
while the united Slates mo ictary sys-
tem Is on a gold basis The value' of
gold has not increased :it the same
r;it" that slher has since the war.

W is it possible t' burrow money on
: government war risk insurance?
.1 K '

A War risk Inaurance that Is pay-
able in monthly Installments over a
period of ?n vems, is not assignable,

utoans 'S 1

SUNDAV FEBRUARY 72. 19"0.
It'opyrlirht. 192. by The MeClure News-

paper Syndicate. I

Althouch Neptune Is In heneflc as-- I
pect. according to ns'rolocv. thl is not
a fortunate day for the Sun and Mer- -
cpev are adverse,

l.'nder Places the sien that rules this
pari of the month, natives are likely to'
be ev eedlnclv methodical, toirlcal and
mathematical, and these traits marked I

the character of Oeorae Waahlnaton, I

P. n, this dste.
tn tlOs year of 1980 the stun-- - sem to

be nest promising for ultimate national
development hut within the 12 months
many sensational events will take pt ce.

On this day Neptune Is In a place be- - j

lieved to vision and to
Ise action baaed on foresight

While tin stars favor these who dure
to miil-- great Venturis, they must rr--

opnos'tlon from men in hbrn office.
'urine this planetary rule evil re- -

t"Ttt concerning men and nations at e
to be expected in the public prints

I' is a most sinister aspect for
dldatea for office or for men and
women ilth large ambition! in any di- -

reel Ion
For all who s"ek employment th con- -

fltti-ittl- is most discouraging They
rhoti'd not out fate to the tes( un' ti
ton 'items change

,v:i who would slim contracts or enter
into anv sort of business aareemc lit d
lav is counseled.

'I'iie rise to stiver anil proBVt ity of
new puh'lshers Is Indicated. This is In-- I

"Heeled to mean Mini printers "f
books as well as ptiuters id'
pe s. w I'l benefit

in accordance with the prophecy that
numbers of celebrated men and women
would tiasn v. lib the lose of the old
em. many deaths of distinguished men
and women are forecast for 190. in
this prognostication length of fame
more than length of life is estimated.

The sees that foretell that new lead-
ers will iis for now occasions declare
that power will not remain with those
who represent old contest! of idess.

pewsom whose birthdate it is may
meet mam problems In the coming
year. They will Succeed If they are
taitisdakinK and discreet

Children born on this day ire llkc'y
to be very quick and Intelligent. These
subjects of Pisces usually desire change
and recreation.

converted permanent policies provide for
loans at any time after the first year
equal to 94 per cent of the cash sur-
render value.

Q. How many Oreeks are there in
the United States? T. F.

A. At the time of the last census in
1910 there were 101.232 Greeks In this
country, mostly men.

Q. What waa the actual value of the
SO pieces of silver for which .ludas be-

trayed ChrlltT L. V. S.
A. They were actually worth In

American money fill. 98. which was a
fair price for a slave In those days.

Q. How is the president of the
French republic elected? A. lv L.

A. The president of France Is elect-
ed not by popular vote as the president
of the united States is chosen, hut by
the national assembly, consisting of
the members of the two chambers of
parliament. These two legislative bod-
ies are the chamber of deputies, which
has Ii02 members, each of whom is
elected for four years, and the senate,
w hich has 300 niemhers elected for nine
years, A majority of the whole numlior
of member! is necessary to elect a
president. The term of office is for
seven years.

Q. What are the 10 largest cities in
the world? B. F.

V. They are New York. London, Ber-
lin, Paris, Chicago, Tokio. .

Vienna. Moscow and Philadelphia
Q. W hat Is the number of student!

graduated from high schools In the
Dntted States annually? C. H. S.

A. The bureau of education says that
the annual number of high school grad-
uate! in this country Is approximately
193. U00.

y. What is the doctrine of Bahiaism"
0. K. A.

A, Bahlalam Is a form of universal
religion which trachea that all re-

ligions and cieeds are part of the
Divine plan, and that tied revealed him-
self to different people at different
times through various prophet!

W. What holidays are rural mail car-tier- s

entitled to? N, M L.
A. The postoffiee department says

that they ate entitled to New Year'!
day, Washington's birthday, Memorial
day, July Fourth. Labor day and
Thankaglving.

Q, What is the meaning of a "light
year?" U. t). I).

A. This term signifies the distances
over which light travel! in one year's
time. Accortdng to the best determi-
nation! light will Lravel in 165 days
t?,14I astronomical units, an astronom-
ical unit being the distance from the
earth to the sun.

Q. Name lb.' members of the su-

preme court. T. F. K.
a. They are: chiei .nistice Bklward

D. While. Associate Justices Joseph
HcKennn, Oliver v Holmes. William u.
Day, W. Van Devanter, Mahlon Pit-
ney, .lames C. Mclteynolda, Louis P
Brandels and John II Clarke.

Any reader can iret the answer to
any question by writing Th" News
Scimitar Information bureau, Frederic
J. Haskin, director, Washington, l. ('
This offer applies strictly to Informa-
tion. The bureau cannot give advice
on legal, medical, and financial mat-
ters. It does not attempt to settle do-
mestic troubles nor to undertake ex-
haustive research on any subject.
Write your question plainly and briefly,
tlive ful' name and address and inclose

Stamp for return postage. All
replica are sent direct to the Inquirer.)

FOR THE
COMING DAY

MONDAY, TEBRUARY 23. 1020.
I Copyright. 1930, by The MoClure New

pars Syndicate )

Astrotoget ;i r id this as a unfavor-- iable day. r- ,- oio in- - buslh hours
Mars aril N'eptip n evil place,S"turn is In bene fie asiw t in the eve- -

nlng.
Discontent end unrest gali seem le

h of paramount oovver i the United
Slat.s Smouldering fii s may burst
forth, th'1 sees warn

It Is not a lucky dn for louTteys of
any sort, but the slims are especiallyunfavorable foe g

M verrents of tr ims which mav be
merely readjustments of military
steength are prognosticated.

Quarrels, due in mlsreptesentat'onaid mle.ludirment. are likely t he
numerous during this ptnnetsry gov-
ernment, which Is most threatening to
domestic happiness.

Some sort of trouble involving both
the army and navy seems to be

This Is a tpiestion of rank
or benefits

Wit1' an i. creas 'd Interest In re'U--lon- s

subject-- ; ami 'erawed tendency tn
ven'tire in iwychlc experiments mnnv
false prophets and torihetesset will
srls" during the next few months,The young e warne I r( for --jo all
experiment t with toys that te't the f
ll'riv t"r n.i In Co1 aim e
after tile the Mi- curyr d of p,. me, g, .. - ,, hat of Venus,
the erves nee exc e line i sensitive

VI ny "nlusi's w II jo e'"n in
t S'ati-- s and from national
and state C" pit ils bn( b ni fi and women
will en fni tli to u eive ei ognltton in
Kurt t the seers

Hac i obletns will HKBln come to the
fore next month when a sens itlnnal in-

cident s ems t,, i. foreshadowed
Kai mini: will become more popularthan ever before in this country and

many college cta.luates will til! the soil
Cleanliness In city streets in enjoined,

us epidemics threaten to spread with
the cotntua of the goring.

Poisons whose birthdate it is mav
expect a prosperous year If they avoid
litigation.

Children born on this day are likely
t., he brUthl and intellectual, isipulur
and witty. These subjects of places
mav be Inclined toward careless, ways
and should tic carefully disciplined.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21. While some
other world is supposed to be trying to
send us wireless messages, some of our
professors and scientists plan commu-
nication from our end. One astronomer
is going up in a balloon to observe the
planets, more closely, and study ways
of letting other worlds know that the
earth Is inhabited.

Another lnxifessor has invented a
multiple-charg- e rocket which will ex-

plode at various points in its flight,
thus providing additional motive power
at each evplosion. With this rocket
he believes that he can test the char-
acter of the air 200 miles above the
earth; while a similar rocket built oi
a giant scale, to weigh say 1,200 pounds,
would, if properly directed, reach the
moon.

Some wireless experts believe that we
shall soon be able to exchange wireless
messages with such planet! as may be
populated, five minutes was once set
by an electrical authority as a rea-
sonable length of time for a radio im-

pulse to flash between the earth and
Mars, Compare this five minutes wlta
Ho arnaulB ol tun.. It would take an
airplanBTeacli ..nr nearest nelghboi
ing pBhTrsT A plane traveling steadily
at 200 miles an hour could g i almost
5,000 miles in 24 hours, and could covet
a million miles In 2011 days. Venus is
at its nearest approach 25,000,0110 miles
from us, and Mars is 35,000,000 miles.
This gives some idea of the distance
of space, and also of the speed of a
wireless that. It Is estimated, could
cross the void in live minutes.

Whether some other world has mas-
tered radio to a greater extent than the
geniuses of the earth is the merest
guesswork But this is not the first
time that mysterious signals have been
received by wireless operators. Hig-n-

Marconi reported unaccountable
disturbances a year ago, and some
year before that another electrical rt

had a similar experience.
That these wireless disturbances

might possibly come from the planet
Venus Is the opinion expressed by I'r.
Charles O. Abbott of the Smithsonian
Institution,

"We have not yet proved the exist-
ence of life on Venus," says Or. Ab-

bott, "but conditions there are more
favorable for life than on any of ths
other world's except our own."

"Mars." he maintains, "is absolutely
incapable of supporting life, and there-
fore could not be the outside party try-
ing to signal the earth.'.'

Students of radio have tried to
plain tlie oiieer sounds coming from
some gf'-n- distance as messages from
another planet. As Mars has repeatedly
hen peopled by scientists and fiction
writers, it is usually selected as the
planet must likely to be paging the
earth. This idea is all wrong, accord-
ing to Ir. Abbott.

"Mars," he states, "is as dry as any
deserl in the world. In fact, the Sa-

hara would be quite damp In compari-
son with the fields of Mars, As water
is essential lo human existence, this
precludes the possibility of life there."

Tli dryness of Mars is concluded
from the fact thai there are no clouds
surrounding it to create vapor. That
there are no seas or rivers on the dying
planet was long ago decided by as-

tronomers.
The idea of life on the planet was

advocated through the discovery of the
canals of Mars, in 1K77. Some

nstronnmers Immediately deduend that
the network of straight lines discovered
was a gigantic irrigation sy?tem by
which an ingenious race of Martians
supplied their fields with moisture in
a last tand for existence.

The source of the water supply, ac- -

cording to this theory, is the snow and
ic fi Ids at the poles. White circle;
nr.- plainly vlslb'e at Ihe poles of Man.
at ;inies, hut. astronomers differ ss to
their hartcter. Some say that (hoy
are of frozen carbonic aci
Cas which id, a spoils entirely the the- -

orv ol a polar water supply, uinern
think that the white patches may h'
Ice. but even so. there may be nnlv
a thin skim like frost, for it Is believe
that a layer i quarter of an inch Cue;
would -- ako the surface appear perfect- -

Iv white.
W'a iher seas of ice form nl tlie poles

ef Mars or not, 1: is difficult to e

of sufficient water being ob-

tained to Irrigate finn ratal, stretching
o"r thousands of tulles Imagine C-
alais five or t"ti miles wide dug fro a
Rest on to Mexico fjlty, and from Sorxl-t'- e

to Atlanta, and then with 'his as a
scale, Imagine 000 such engneerln;
projects, and you have a vigue Idea
of what yu must bellev" If you ac-

cept the Martian canal theory,
Astronomers who reruie the canal

story say that the lines seen are op-

tical Illusions Occnllsts make various j

exoerlmenti to show that nt c rtnln, ,

angles or distances crooked lines (,.
neer t t's'"ht or r "i, s of short lines
se. rn to b" one continuous Hue Borne-thin- g

of 'his r1 may be the ixnlyna-tlo- n

of the Martian canals. At t'meil
tin surface of 'he plane! app'nr
marked only with numerous short

nd 'hen BTC.In the long Straight
llres can be seen,

So'e i f these vplena'iops are mer
Ui'i'-v- . but l'r. Campbell, of Uek ob-

servatory reiu'e two convincing test i

to pr-v- e the absolute arynea! oi aan
The i fll I''' '' "!! 'hat In 'he spe".
cum th" vsnor of tin earth's stmos-- h

re shows dark lines l'r. Camp
bell went up on Mount whltnej anil
fou'd that there wns not enough water
vsnor on Mars to produce any effect on
the spectrum,

Or has weighed all this ant
ott er data relative t Mars, and atat M

that the only reasonable conclusion (;
C at Mars is a cold and barren world

n ,rh"- - hind, may be
regarded as a favorable place for hahi
ic ii. be thinks. Veti"s Is a yonn r

plan, t Just coming into its own. and If

there Is nnvthlng In the hoi ef that'
worlds wer- - made to live In, Venus
blnuld be tenanted. The only trouble
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cool enough to support a human order.
Science lias since decided the
sun is gaseous throughout. The heat
also has been calculated, and is cer-

tainly sufficiently intense to wither the
mythological salamander even it he
were screened in clouds.

The moon, as well as the sun. was
once pronounced a populated ball. The
moon dwellers were supposed to live
inside the crust, but this attractive
theory died an early death from lack
of any proofs, and the moon is now re-

garded as a dry and desolate globe.
As for the other worlds, Mercury,

like the sun, is too hot for life to ex-

ist there, anil Saturn, Uranus, Neptune
and Jupiter are far from the sun and
get too little beat and light to be con-
venient dwelling places.

The belief that all these worlds are
Uninhabited is of course based on th'
assumption that all forms o. life arj
dependent on air, water and a certain
range of temperature. We have never
in this world met a salamander nor any
other animal that could live in tire, and
therefor,- we do not believe ttvit sip' l

creatures evisi in other planets. Scient
ists say that the same materials occur
in all the planets of our solar system,
and that life, if il existed, would be
governed by the laws with which we
are familiar.

Still, it Is not so many yean sine.
science agreed that no creatures coul
Possibly live at Ihe bottom of the ocean
oecuuse OI me great pressure, iv.- - nuve
since found that certain fish are pe-

culiarly adapted to just such condi-
tions. Some fish, for instance, in
Lake Baikal, will explode the instant
they arc brought up from the depths.

The chancel me all against it, but
our iearned men may yet find these
other worlds peopled with beings even
more grotesque than Mr. H. G. Wells'
fanciful Martians, or the dwellers re-

puted to live Inside the moon.

PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS.
Some of the senators were sadly in

ue, d of a little Orey matter at that.
Columbia Record, 0

The railroad workers may strike, but
the Cnited Stales can strike harder.-Washing- ton

Post.
If 11;,- family coal pile may be taken

as a reliable Indicator, spring al-

mor' in our midst. Columbus
patch

Mr llrvan is finding it a little awk-t- o

ward manipulate the limelight and
stand in it. too. Chicago Dally News.

Speaking ol uhi' ses. Lloyd George
says "we must anarchy uit.i
abundance." I!ut not of words.
Pittsburgh Dispatch.

A term In prison appears to be 111

necessary qualification for candidacy
for the Important offices en th Social--
1st 'Icket News.

Carpentler will come to this country
next month lo appear in the movies
We're Willing to wager something that
nobody hits him with a piece of pie.

?'um.bu
',

','can not successfully de' led th it
Mr. Hoover has criven the politicians an
abundant supply of food for thought.
Buffalo Courli r.

Carrama papers announce that
federal soldiers "dominate" Villa.

.Th.- difficulty is that they don't got
near enough to him to let him know
It. 1is Armeies Express.

Not unlike the crown prima to count
himself a fair equivalent for 900 Ger-
ms Herald.

Former Emperor Charles of Austili
is in no way financially embarrassed,
according to word which has come from
Vienna. Many of his former sobj vl
are. nowever.- - uurraio

There doesn't seem to be any demand
for Hoover except among th" v, i is.
Cleveland Press.

An Am 'rio t i consul in Sweden hud
(0 g" lo s ai to get married. Many a
nrn marries and then finds himself

C-- wa Arkansas Democrat
Th-- 1 movement for peace with the

Bolahovlkl will grow In strength with
the flow! 'hat the soviet government
has dis-- ered two new gold fiel'is.
Chicago Post.

The 'arqul! of Queel short y, who
w e' I le OKe l"l .oni'cn recently, owes
i lib Tills pitiful showing makes
It hard to believe that he - a real
nrMvqnt" Nc Orleans I tee"

Secretar- ''unlets r:,y Admit al Sims
must eatab'lsh every charge he has
made s galr at the conduct of th' navy
depaHnVn' Good gracious! Suppose
he should! San Francisco Bulletin

On - r an In Pennsylvania savs he has
10 cases of whisky hurled and he de-

fies anybody to find it. W see the
beginning of quart-mtnln- g in Penn-
sylvania Houston Post.

"People ht Petrograd are consuming
food not meant for humans." They
are also using theories not meant fur
humans. -- Columbus Citizen.,

AND OI K Airedale dog.

WITH A very firm grip.

ON THE hack of his neck

AND THE three of Ihem.

WERE ON their wav.

TO THE big dog's home.

AND THKY left him there
AND BOTH came back.

AND AFTER that.
THEY WERE very good friends.
AND I'VE always thought.
THAT THE nice big dog.

COULD HE have known.

WOULD HAVE been very glad.

THAT HE'D brought peace.
TO A quarreling pair.
ANI PERHAPS after all.

WHEN TOUR two friends

GOT THROUGH with you.

AND LEFT you Siifelv.

IN' THE station house.

WITH YOUR eye messed un.

T E V MIGHT have felt.

AS OCR Airedale dog.

AND OCR neighbor's eat.

AND HA VE trotted awav.
1

WITH PEACE in their souls

AND IF that is true.

THEN Yor brought peace.

AS TOP tried to do.

1 THANK you.

ADMIRAL PEARY
All tlie world knows the achievement of Rear dniiral Vary.

His name has become and will ever remain a permanent inscrip-
tion in the histories and retain a hi;h place in the esteem of
scientists and among the discoverers that the world delights to
honor.

It was the Peary personality that charmed those who came
in contact with him. There was nothing of the poser and there
was no air of greatness about him. lie was pleasant, affable,
cordial and above all he was invariably interesting.

He had a charming manner, lie met the world with a smile.
He appeared to be a man of patience and forbearance, and the
first and uppermost thought in the mind of one who met him for
the first time was that he must have been deeply hurt when he
learned that his life's work was all hut wrecked by an imposter;
but the second thought was that he was a fighter ami abundantly
able to defend his rights in any company.

Peary was a student and a polished gentleman The years
he spent in the far north took away from him none of the demeanor
that characterizes the gentleman in polite company, and it va a

never ending source of pleasure to hear the story of his experi-
ences from his own lips.

Peary was scarcely esteemed by the public for bis contribu-
tions to history and science. The men skilled in research and
scientific endeavor were not slow to appreciate his worth, and it
is a source of gratification to know that he was made aware f

thevorld's genuine estimate of his achievement.


