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GREAT SILVER DEBATE.
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than 7 conts below parity; now it is 47 cents,.  We must necessarily adjust ourscel
to exlsting conditlons

THE TEST OF EXPERIENOE,
There are two tests to which all theories moy be subjected, and that fa the test
of reason and test of experience, Is It rexzoppble to pire
ditions sllver could be raised from 65 cents to £ 29 an ounce by ¢
uniess the whole civilized mone
done, why don't they demand that It be pestored at the old eatle of 15 to 17 Why
don't they return to the money of the constitution? 2 the ratlo was 15 to 1
but with all the power of the government of the States Behind it gold and
allver would not keep company together, TI E ¢ within less than ten ye
after the firat ratlo was fixed. Why couldn’t the fathers of this republle and thelr
successors later on re-establish the standard of 16 to 1?7 There cortalpnly Is nothing
sacred about 16 to 1 any more than there fa about 10 to 1. They were confromted
with this state of afairs: After the coinoge had been established at 16 to 1 gold
was slightly undervalaed and a pound of gold being worth more than {fiecn poun
of silver, gold flowed put of the country and soon disappeared from circulation.

Dy 18056 not only our gold bod disappeared, but our silver dollars had algo Adis-
appeared. They had disappeared because Spanish silver dollars were in circulation in
this country, and, belng heavier than the American dollars, the American dollars werp
gent abroad, where gold and sllver were at a dlifercnt ratlo, and the Spanish dollars
were sent to the United States mint to be recoined into American dollars, at govern
ment expense, for the sola benefit of the money changers, So Thomas Jefferson broke
up that endless chain by {ssting an order that uo more =ilver dollars be enined by
the mints of the United States. This order was given in 1805 and for thirty year:
not a silver dollad wog colned by any mint in the United

When the founders of the republie started to do business as a government thew
endenvored to ascertain as carefully as thoy could the reiative market value of thy
two money metals and they fAnolly decided to fix the o at I6 to 1 YWhen they
had done that they procecded to carry thelr ldea of the double standard Into elfect.
The objeet of the double standard was to keep both metals In elrculation, but i
spite of all efforts the experiment failed. The fallure culminated In 1824 in an aet
passad, with the approval of General Jackson 014 Hickory uniderstood money a
well as any man in the Unlted States. (Applause)

He knew a bawk from a band-saw. This step of establishing the gold standard
was talien after due investigation by a congressional imittee. Tt declared that uo
gold wap In circulation in the United Btates and hadn't been for meny years, and
to inmure the return of gold they changed the ratlo from 15 to 1
to 16 to 1. This practically made gold the st ird, and gold hos  been
our money standard sinee, Dear In mind that our silver bad practieally goue t ol
elronlation, because all colns, belng of full welght, were of greoater value than the Mex
can, Spunish and English coins. 8o o 1553 our silver coins below the dollar wore mud
ol lighter welght, and their colnage was restrictod to the wants of commerce, and {re
and unlimited colnage of sllver was abandoned

We might be led to bolieve that there was a couspiracy in "4 and '563, as well as in
M3 We have been throogh so many consplracies relating to » ey that we are nat
toss to kuow which one of the consplracles wus the worst.  As for myself, 1 (iink th-
conapiracy of the silver mine owners ls the greatest conspiracy that has ever struch
this natlon. (Applause.)

They know all the time, Just as well as anyhody knew, that stiver and gold dollars
were not In ciroulation in 1873, thet we had only a psper carrescy at that time.  Thes
Enew the change in colnage had been thoroughly constdered by tressury officials, oo
they sccured great advantage to the minlng Interests, through the aet of 1873, be
stimulnting the use of allver as far as could then be safely done,  But they started
the howl of conspiracy to bolster up their arrogant demande.

That very act of 1873 created & new doller, the trade dollar, epecinlly deslgned for
the use of commerce with the silver-using natlons of the world, And from 187! to 1879
within slx years, 34 000600 of silver teade dollars were coined, gnd not only that, bu
$49,000,000 more of halves, quarters and dimes, 1t |8 shmply preposterous to talk abont the
couspiroey to strike down silver. During the ycars from to ISTR only $1406.000.00
of sllver of uny description whatever was colned by the mints of the Unlicd Stats
Only 8,081,958 silver dollars were colned from 1702 to 1873, while we colued $54.000 0
o silver after the demonetization act of 1878, during tho six years before dhe silve:
was remonctized in "T85, And yet we are told that the act of 'T8 wis a conspira ¥y i
atrike down siiver and destroy half of the monsy of the world This is the terribl
pightmare with which my friend has heen afftieted all these years,

A scientifie gentleman, whoke pame | can’t remember, has recently announcsd that
en the 13th of November, 1583, thiz world would come lnte collision with a comet, an
the noxlous gases from the comet will destroy all living things on the face of (he earth
1 don't Know whether that will be the chloroforming procesn Mr. Harvey has reforred
to, but 1 do bellove the ohloroform he has administered to the people of this countr
during the past few years has emitted more polsonous geses than we shall got from thi
comet. (Langhter and applause)

You know the adage: “A little learning is a dangerous thing.” Poople are apt to hie
Heve everything thoe apostle of sllver has presched, but you will tind pone of his state
meits will bear close serutiny or nvestization

He stited Lo you that lnventions have had very Hitle to do with thi fall in prios
How any Intelligent man conld molie sueh an ausortion pansos pomprehension

My friend Is o man of theovled, but all theorles thit are at varioncs with stubborn
Eacts must be rejecled us utterly worthless, B
ventions have been the st potential factor ani
the cost of production is the chief eloment (hat fizes the price of uny commodity. T
value of nuy artiele s what It will cost to dupl e it Labor saviog mechinery has
enormonsly reduced the cost of production and thereby correspondingly reduced price
During the present century more than [ & atents have been granted 1
loventors, and pnearly one-half of these are for farin machivery anil bmpletnents

Do you belleve that the cheapening of by Hding materin) which enables you to build
a house for $500, which twenty -five years ago could not be built for less than §1.500 |[s
mot due to labor saviog machinery employed o the log comp, the lumber mill ay } th
birick yard, Does any sane man belleve that loventlon bad notblug to do with the
cheapening of barb wire, wire natls, carriages, wagons and farm lmplementa ?

Mr. Harvey and other money delusionists have for vears been preachlog e
dootrine that silver regulates the price of ull vommodities, Lei us see¢ whetber there s
suy foundetion for this theory,

BILVER AND PRICES.

In 1844 mess beef fn New York ranged (rom $6 to $675 a barrel. Io 1862 boof was
selllug from $5.26 to $17 per barrel, and silver was stationary, In 1871 mess bee! sold
tn the same market at §5 to §18, and In 1572, the very next year, it wenl as low as 81
per barrel, although the pretendsd crlme had not yet been committed. Tn 1874, the YERT
after allver is sald to have been destroyed as money, woss beel sctually went up ms
high as $5.25 to §11 = bareel. and i 1584, with silver golng down, beef sold for $11.60 o
$18.60 & barrel. Thus we see that cleven years afler the crime mess beof sold neariy |
three times as high as It Qid in the year before the alleged orime

Now lake mess pork. in 1536 mess pork sold ln New York at from §18 to 830 per
barrel. In 1842 it sold as low as §G.756; but silver, with free and polimited colnage i
all the United States mints, had net varied over a peuny an ounce. In 1872 tho
year befare the erime. tmess pork sold In New York at $13 61, whille sllver
was $1.32 an ounce The mnext yoar, when silver want down
to $1.20, mess pork had gone up o §l6.36. In L1874 mess pork sold for $19.16 & barrel
and in 1876 for $21.13, although silver Lhad declined 5 cents wn ounce. In otber words
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