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dles and small packages, hureying hithor and
thither to present thele gifta to their friends
A short time later out came thoso who wel-
come the merriest day of all the year be-
canse of ts serlovs side, and who ecagerly
enthrace an opportutily to do good to the
ever-present poor. The poor and needy, the
eick and unfortunate In Omaha appearod to
be woll remembered yestorduy, The hospls
tnls wern frequently visited, nnd there was
ot @ visitor who had the hearvi to enter into
the sick wards without Home remembirance,
even though It were bhut o flower. The va-
rioiie  home fTor unfortunatey  were not
ellghted, and the Indigent sivck who are
nursed by that most hamate and pbilan-
throple organization that lns recently sprung
Into existonce here were mmde to feel that
Cliristmas s the brightest day of the year
after all.

The Amerlcan youth who vealdee in oug-
las county had the sulks during the mom-
Ing beehuse there Was 0o ¥now  on  the
ground, He wanted a chaneog to tey the few
slod, but coasting wes not in order yestor-
day. Tle regained his compesiin as the
moming wore on, however, and when noon
arrived and the plum pudifing and it
ple were served he folt guite ke hlmscll
again. The plaln American girl was eercoely
hiopy all day long, and kept hey weplher
eye on the auxpended mistletoe with n
knowing twinkle,

Thete were but few people on the down-
town strects o the morning, The confoo-
tloners and the floris!s Kept open bouwes till
notn and had to hustle hard to fill thelr
numerous orders, some of which had heen
plaved with them a fortnight awgo, Very
few of the other stores or ollices were gpen,
The cafea that kept champagne punely in big
buwle on thelr gililed bars reoady for frec
and unfimited ecirculation were very popindar
and thelr popiiarity did not diminkh one
whit s the day wore on,  THere were
numerous fine lunches, too, that appearsd
mest inviting, especiolly to him without
money and without price,

Juat how the festal dny was colebrated by
the classes and the moasses, by the rvich
and poor, by those who look up and thoso
who look dowun, by those who rejolced ho-
cause of the birth of the world's Savior and
by those who diid pot know or il not care
what it was wil about, Is told by those who
spent the day among such.

WITH THE PDOR,

While many an Omaha lad and lassle
looked out this morning on the dry pave-
ments and glowlng sunshine and longed for
the white covering that would bring with
It the chime of sleigh bells and add the real
winter enjoymenta to those of Christmas day
there were others to whom the absence of
snow and fow brought a sentiment of thank-
fulness, For while slelgh bolls and a vista
of pure white suow might make the duy
beautiful to some, It would have brought
eold and misery to hundreds who had no
conl bins piled high with fuel, and to whom
warm furs und ulsters were an unknown lux-
ury., Many a family in Omaha was happy
yestérday that would have suffered if the
day had been one of these wintry occasiong
that carry out the real sentiments of Christ-
mas, They looked through broken window
pancs at the bright sunshine and reveled In
thankfulness that the winter winds did not
blow through their rickety habitations apd
that the scason had been tempered to  the
needs of those who could not protect them-
selves from s rigors.

The open weathor that interfered materi-
ally with the hollday eales of the businces
estublishments made Christmas a more than
usually Joyous occasion for the poor. No one
could suffer from the cold, and the good peo-
ple who had something to apare saw that
none of them hungered, The varlous char-
ftable organlzations provided some subwtan-
tinl ass'stance for the poor familles om thelr
Haeta, and if the wolf menaced the threshold
of others whose noeds had not been brought
to thelr attention there weore kind nelghbors
who offered thelr asslstance and provided
the materind for many a bountiful meal that
made Christmas something more than a
pame. Muany a family was helped yesterday
that could have scarcely been Induced to ne-
cept ald on any other occasion, and If any
one was hungry it was because their neces-
sity was_not suspected. There In scarcely a
grocery In town that did not gend out loads
of provisions vesterday thut had been or-
dered by the benevolent for those who need
ed them. It was not an unusual sight to sce
a wagon drive up to some ahbode of poverty,
depoait gquantitica of potatoes, bread and
meat and drive sway, leaving no Information
as to the sotree of the kindness. Those who
muke a practiee of such benevolences say
that there scemed to be less demand for
these nttentions this year than there has
been for several years, Few people suffer
as long as the cold weather does not come,
and hundreds of people were comfortably
sltuated yeslerday who would have suffered
exceedingly If the month had been what
business men were wishing for,

The Salvation army barracks, on Daven-
port street, was one of the most popular
piaces In town yesterday aftorncon. This
was cavsed largely by the announcement
thit o Christmas dinner would be given to
all who applied. At the hour annoupced
for the [un to begln the space about the
old bullding was crowded and the doorwsy
wis Jammoed by men, women and cohildron
who had their appetitea concealed about
thelr persons,  About sevonty-five were ad-
mitted at one time and they were seated in
the pews, which had been converted Intn
temporary tables by laying wide boavds
Across Lthe (ops and covering these with
table cloths. A generous supply of the things
necessary to constitute a regulation Christ-
mas dioner was placed before the hungry
people and all disappeared ae If by magle.
When the first lot had been satiafled they

.
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and olil Santa Clava did not faill to remem-
bor the clghty-gix cblidren of all ages who

know no other home than the comfortable
fquarters presided over by the Sisters  of
Merey., A bountiful dinner of goodics and

delleacies was followed last evening by a
Christmas tree welghtod down with gifts for
every child in the inktitution, There weore
drwme and hotis for the boys, dolls innu-
merable for the girle and candy and nuls
without atint, Toys of every description
were distributed freely and the occaslon was
most hilarious. The opumerous friends and
bencefactors of the orphnnage had contribu-
tod liberally in order to supply the ele-
ments neceasary for the oveaslon, a young
woman - on Coalifornin street  having  done
muritorious work in this direction by col-
levting  donutions,

The Christmas celebration at the Creche
cotnieneed Christmaog eve with a tree which
was Jomded with tovs, candy saod nuts for
vach of the thirty-three youngsters who are

regilar boarders  at the institution.
as well as the thirty or more who have
graduntod from It fostering care. These

former Inmates were nvited to be prosont
it the colebiratlon and they were out fn full
force. The occasion was a memorable ong
il e enjoyment of the sixty or seventy
Htle tots kKnew no hounds when the tree
wag strippied of Its burden. Pandemonium
hroke iccee ot once and was only stopped
temporarily, when the little ones were put
to bod. It brolie oul again yestordny morn-
i at daylight and continued unabated all
day, A divner of turkey and all the acces-
sories, Inoluding plum pudding, served to
an eporch in the lves of the little ones
sterday andl wmnde the occasion one long
te be remembered, TAberal rontribitlons
wirg nigde by the supporters of the Croche
and s friends in order to provide for the
celebration.
WITH THE AFFLICTED.

AL the ho=pitals the bhollday was cele-
Lirated in true festal styie. Everyone sorved
a Christmas dinoer much out of the ordi-
nary Lo s patlents and alimost everyone
lnd a Christmes tree and gifta for the un-
fortunite ancs wno ure compelled to remain
as ocenpanis.  Mueh of this enjoyment woas
tho result of (he donations that had been
recelved,  although  the hospital  oMcelals
themselves asslsted floancially and other-
wise,

At the Presbyterian hospital the tree was
apread for the little ones on Christmas eve.
It curvled gifts not only far the chlldren In
the Instltution, but alge for some of the
adulis, At noon yesterday a substantial
Christmas dinner was served.

The Methodist hespital celebrated In much
the same style. The donatlons were large
and afforded a great amount of pleasure and
enjoyment to the patients,

The Clarkson Meniorlal hosplial also re-
colveld large donations, particularly from the
churchies, A big Christmas dinner was the
feature of the day yestorday. On the night
before the children enjoyed a huge tree,
which bore gifts, candy and nuts for every
one of them.

At tho Imvmenuel hospital one tree was set
up, but gifts were given Lo every child in
the institution and to some of the adults.
The Ohristmns dlnner was o big feature of
the celebratlon. The donations recélved
from the stores of the city and from the
churches were very large.

The religious aspect of the day was con-
sidored at St. Joseph's hospital, At mid-
night on Thursday night high mass was
celebrated in the bullding and at 9 o'clock
yesterday morning services were held, A
fine dinner was served at noon. In  the
ovening the children were entertained by
Santa Claus and his Christmas tree. Every
child and many of the older patients were
remembered with gifts, The donations were
sallsfactory.

Quite a little was made of the day at the
county hospital, In the morning at 10:30
o'clock services were held In the building.
AL noon a very substantial and extepsive
dinper was served to every one in the in-
stitution. The bill of fare included turkey,
cranberry sauce, vegetables, plum pudding,
frult, candy, nuts and popeorn and clgars
and tobacco for the male patients. In the
evening a concert was glven by the mem-
bers of the St Andrew’'s Hrotheérhood of
St. John's church,

Hoth the eity and the county jalls were
the scenes of some Christmas festivities
yvesterday., At the former a ohlcken apd
rabbit breakfest was served In the morn-
Ing, and a big turkey dinner, with all the
haliday concomitants, was dished up early
in the afternoon. 'The spreads were en-
Joyed by bLetweon twenty and thirty pris-
onerg. At the county fall the dinner oc-
curred at 2 o'clock. Turkey, cranberry
sauce, celery, apples, coffee, mince ple and
cigars comprised the bill of fare. The meal
wan served to every one In the jall, bread
and water prisoners Included, to the num-
ber of ninely.

HAD LITTLE TO GIVE.

The Associated Charities were able to throw
but a gleam of sunshine Into the dar® Hyes
of the poor, destitute and |1l yesterday. The
dopations were small and medager, both of
clothes und provislons, What was sent In
was distributed on Thursday among some
fifty families who were of the most desery-
Ing character. The result of the appeal that
was made publicly by the charlties was of
8 most disappolnting character to the sec-
retary,

The demand for asslstance was far In ox-
cess of the amount that was avallable for
the purpose. Yesterday morning the lttle
dingy office at Eighth and Howard streets
was visited by many men, women and ohil-
dren who had come for provislons and cloth.
Ing. The vast majority of these were turned
away without a thing,

The cash donations were just as unsatia-
factory. In all $10.60 was recelved, Secre-
tary Laughland hinted that he consldered it
& womewhat sad commentary upon the Chris-
tlanity of the poople of the city that almost
one-hell of this amount, $5, was glven by
& woman of that other halt waorld, whom
Christians would he disposed to shun. This
amount was expended In provisious, which
wers all diatributed,

About seventecn families were provided
with turkey dinners directly by the donor.
The credit for this Is due In & measure to
the Associnted Charlties, however, Inasmtich
a8 it wollcited wueh charity and furnished
the donor with the addresses of disery-
Ing peaple.

Elven

bration was repeated at 8 o'clock and the
regular Christmas services followed at 11
o'¢lock. The musieal program was excep.
tlonally elaborate and well rendered.

At Bt. Philomenn's eanthedral Bishop Sean-
nell celebrated the pontificn]l high mass at
5 a. m, Thit was tollowed by the papal
benediction and low massen at 7, 8 and
G oo'clock. At 10:30 o'clock the golemn high
maxs was celobrated and wag followed by the
benedietion of the Riessed Snerament At
tho § and 10:30 o'clock eervices La Hache's
mnss wns sung by the cathedreal choir,

At the Catholic church of the Sacred
Heart the maxses were celebrated at 6, &
anil 10;30 a'clock, the Inst being the high
miass, This was acoompanied by the ser-
mon and followsdeby the bhenediction of the
Mleaged Sacrament. Farmer's mass In B
Nat waa rendercd by the full cholr, the solo
Ista helng Mes, T. ¥. O'Drien, Missea Knlght,
Jacobberger, Margaret Gaunon and Reynolds
and Messrd, Louls Gutting, Emcrsgon amnd
Poter Hensteboerk.

At Bt Patrick’'s Catholle chareh the usual
migses wore eolebrated with high mass Gt
10 o'clock. At 10:00 La Hache's mazs was
aung by a choir of twenty voices, the solo-
ists helng Mre. T. J. Mahoney, Misses Gertle
Rush, Perrle DBraum. M. Rourke and Ma-
honey and Mesgars, MeMillan and  Braum.

Perhaps the most unlgue of thils vear's
Christmas  entertalnments was that given
lnst esvening at St Philomena’s school hall,
In' Its name and In many of Its features It
wan sugpestive of the old-tlme performanees
that wore the beginning of the modern thea-
ter. It was a mystery play, entitled *“The
Nativity of Christmoa.'" It was under the
ausplees of the Sisters of Mercy, who are
teachers in the school, and the parts were
taken by puplls as follows: The Virgin Mary
Miss Eliza Tracey; Ellzatieth, Mliss Rlanche
MeKillip; Angel of the Annunciation, Mlsz
Annie Garvey; heralding angel, Miss Goene-
vieva Croft; the infant Jeaus, Baby Cobrey;
Joseph, Edward Keonnedy: King Herod and
court, Christepher Masgon, Jerry Maher, Jo-
seph Connor, Hichard Maher, Arthur Ken-
ney, Richard Kennody, Frank Melnerny and
ddmund Schubart; kings from the enst,
Harry Lahey, John Croft, Ddmund Johnson,
shopherds, Patrick Kennedy, Albert Falls
and Albert Moore.

The chorus cholr of forty-five children's
volees was supplemented by the cathedral
cholr, and all the musie was under the di-
rectlon of Miss Swift, the leader of the or-

Kanist.
The etage was festoooned with ropem of
evergreen, and above in  gilt  letters was

“Merry Christmas.”  The youthful actors
had Indulgent erities and met with applause
at every point, The entertaloment was en-
Joyed by several hundred. The proceeds are
for the beneflt of the school,

The day began with an 8§ eo'clock praver
rervice at the People's church. Then while
n part of the working force were preparing
the trees another party went with the pas-
tor to the funeral of a little child, and from
there they went into the homes of the poor
and destitute, carrying provisions for the
familles, and candy and toys for the chil-
dren, Thirty-five calla were made bhpfore
sunset and much good was pccomplished, A
gpecial invitation had been extended to Mr,
Savidge and his workers by Mr. Wright,
superintendent of the poor farm, and Sheriff
MeDonald of the county juil. Handsome
bouquets had been secured and these were
especially acceptable to those who wWere shut
in. The time at these institutions was
profitably epent in conversation, short ad-
dressed, prayers and songs, The evening
was spent at the church, where a delightful
time was given the children, The attend-
ance was large and tho program excecllent,
and the little ones pleased with gifts from
the trees. The best singing that this party
of singers heard Juring the day was at the
county jail, all the prisoners joining in
henrtily.

HOTELS

FURNISH  FINE DINNERS,

Few People In the Houses, bui the
Tables Arve Falriy Well Fllled,
Chrigstmas s never a brisk day with the
hotels, Too many people are anxlous to be
at home on that day, and these who are
compelled to be on the road traveling in-
variably alm to spind the festal day with

relatives or dear f(riends In the tervitory
in which they happen to be. 11 view ol
this fact It l& not surprising that all the
hotels  yesterday reported light houses,

There was not a hotel in Omalia that con-
talued the number of gucats thac it did on
Thanksgiving day. The proprietors of these
hostelrles were not disappointed elther, for
they have learned not to look for any great
nflux on Christmas day.

These who were at the hotels In Omaha
on the one right merry day of the entire year.
however, have no resson to vegret If, There
had been planned the most eluborate wenus
at all the hotels, and it would be nene other
than a chronle grumbler who could find
fault with the Christmas dinner served at
any of the handsowmely appoluted tables.
At all the hotels the guests sal down to as
fine repasis as cver loaded the tables of the
respective hostlories.

At the Paxton hotel dinner was serveq at
noon and for an hour afterward. It was an
claborate affair from the blue polnis down
to the Enoglish plum pudding and the tueed
frutti lee cream, and it appeared to be
theroughly appreciated by all who partook
of it. The meny card was of attractlve de-
slgn, the outside cover belng ornamented
with a pleture of a fine looking gl holding
i branch of wistletoe in her hand. At the
Millargd hotel winner was served in (he
evenlug from 5:30 o'clock until 7. The chef
of the hotel snid he had never prepared a
fner dinner, The menu wos lengthy, and
the eard on which the varfous courses were
enumerated was of unusually pleasing ap-
pearance, In addition to the regular patrons
of the hotel and a few travelers, quite a

few Omahans dropped fn to take thelr
Christmas  dinper there,  The Merchants
hotel presented what was probably  the

dalntiest menu card In the eliy to s RUENLS
for dinner yesterday ut noon. The oulslde
cover was of parchment, and wos orpa-
mented with a sprig of holly and berries
and the appropriste words, “Wishing You
4 Merry Christmas.” Within was an angelie
Christmas scene, and on the pexi PARe was
the long st of good things with
which the tables were spread. The dining
rooin  was  prettlly adorned  with hally,

miatletoe and small Christmas trees prop-

offee that he will hold after January 1,

The example sot by the general oMeere of
all the local lincs was closely followed by
the subordivste representatives. All  the
traveling prescenger agents temporarily nban
doned the search for tourists, and the trav-
eling frelght agents postponed thely fight for
big cargoes 0 order to draw up by thel
own hearths yesterday. The city passenger
ngonts were not anxious about working ves-
terday, 8o they all made a olemn vow with
each other that they would ologe their offioes
at noon. For once the members of the “‘low
Joints" stuck to thelr word, aml some of
the bolts were evelns drawn across the front
doors before the bells tolled high noon,

The tieket sellors mighl Just aw weil have
tanken the morning off, oo, for there was

sourcely r sale of any moment atong Par
num street yesterday morning, All the
morning teains wero Olled, but the passen-
gers  purchazed thelp tickets at the depot

offiee or had supplled themaelves at the up
town offices the day befors.  There was a
fuir amount of local travel the day before
Christmns, but after the first troing yvestor
day morning the bottom dropped clear outl
uf the business. It hecame so awful dull,
In fact, that City Passenger Agent Dunn
tookt his wife and went over to St Paul be-
fore the ngreed hour of closing had arrivid
As there were veory fow snles, nothing of o
sensational nature occurred among the “low
Joints,” and one more day pa%sed without n
case of a ot rate or of too much intimacy
with brokers develanal, S folln
sald the “low Jjoints'" had enough fun left
over from their meeting on Wednesday to
last them through the holldays,

At the various rallroad Weadquarters all
but tho executive officers wore gulet and
sleeping and still. Mosk of the olmks ep-
eured o hollday, though a few digsobeyed thalr
orders and reporied at the rogular hour just
to. convince thelr bossbs that they were
workers. In the oMces of the gencral maun-
gerd und of the general passenger agents
most of the attaches wekos on haud, as was
expected of them, and laborpd faithfully un-
til the noon hour. Thd othér offices were
generally deserted except by the janitors.

NOT DANCE,

MUCH INCLINED TO

Usual Number of thoat Class of Christ-
mas Entertainments Lneking,
There was somewhat of a dearth of Christ-
mas bulls in Omaha last night. Unlon Pa-
cifle lodge, No. 17, A, "0 T, W., gave a
monthly ertertainment, conslsting of liter-
ary features and a dance, asslsted by the
lodge of the Degree of Honor, at Myrtle hall
The whole affalr had a decldedly Christmas
coloring, There was a Chrldtmas tree load-
&d with candy, nuts and popeorn for the de-
lectation of the little ones, who wore there
in great numbers, the boughs being ran-
sacked very good-naturedly by Alexander
Miller, who officlated as Santa Clavs, One
of the most pleasing featurés of the even-
Ing was a winter song and drill by twenty
little people—fourteen girls and six boye.
About 250 couplea took part in the dance.
Those who appeared on the program of mu-
Ale, recitaticns and addresses were Pearlie
Morris, Helen Arnold, Freddle Copeland, J.
H. Boonstra, Cloy Miller, Harry Edwards,
Hazel Wagner, Ida Pitley, Effle and Ida
Turp=r, Bert Hammel, Mable Blackwell and
Ernest Kelley, Mrs. Young, Leona Wilford,
Irene Butler, Charley Copeland and By Lun-

becks.

A ball was glven at the Athletie club
bullding by the Crescent club (colored),
About forty couples were present, The com-
mittee on arrangements comprised R, Work-
cluff, M, L. Wilson, M. O. Delaney and Roy

Walles.
_—————
III."III.INHTUH ROUTE
SUFast Mall” Discontinned Sandnyx.
Commencing Sunday, Dee, 27, the Bur-
lington's 2:56 p. m. train for Llucoln will
not run Sundays,

_———
Nipped n Palr of Pants,

Pete Carroll was eaptired on Christmas
eve while he was running down the aliey
between Farnam and Douglas stroet west
of Thirteenth with a palr of new trouscrs
on his arm, The artlcle was stalen from
u buggy, but the ownep s unknown, be-
couse when an officer had succeeded in onp-
turlng Carroll and returned the vehlcle
wis gone. Cuarrell hoad a companion, but
he got away.
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FOREBECAST OF TODAY'S WEATHER.

Now that Christmas Is Past It Win
Grow Colder in Nebraskn,
WABHINGTON, Dec, 45.—~The forecist
for Baturday Is: FPor Nobraska—Slightly
colder; fulr; northerly windas,
For Montinon—Generully falr;

southerly to weaterly winds,

IFar Wyoming—Falr; slightly warmer; vo-
rlable winds,

For SBouth Dakota—Generally falr; light
viirinble winds; slightly warmer,

['or Missourl—Generally  fulr;  woesterly
winds; warmer In southern, slightly colder
in northern portion,

For lowa—Gonerally fair; slightly colder;
northwesterly winds,

For Kunsus—Falr; varinble

Loenl Record,

OFFICE OF THE WERATHER BURRAL,
OMAHA, e, Zh~Omiuha tEcord of rainfall
and  temperature comparod with Cor-
responding day of the ppat three years:

15043, IS5, I8, 1590,

warmer;

winds,

Maximum temperature:, 4% 85 W o
Minimum temperature, . P a0 14 15

AVOrage Lo poratur 8 I~ 1 10
Raintall ........ vasssringeasrtil SO0 00 01
Record of temporaturg mpd precipitation
IIIl'u;Umuhu for the duy pud sinee March 1,
MM .
Normal temperature fof the doy........ 2
Excess for the day...... e A T |
Accumulated deficfency ' ainee March 1. 118
Normal procipitation for thé day.. .03 ineh
Deflcloney for thoe day.... 50, vess LU Inch
Total precipitation since-Moh, 1,.34.02 inches
Excess sinece Moveh 100008, 480 Inohes
Deficlency for cor. perlod, 1865, .11.07 inches
Deficlency for cor. period, d8M. 14,70 Inches
Heports from Statlons ot 8 p, m,
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the Mexieans, and silver dollars sewed up In
green hides were bDrought back ns the profits
of the venture,

There were no well-defined tralls or ronds
between the Missourl river and the Mexican
sottletnents for mony years after Captain
Rackwell's expedition returned.  All sorts
ef vague ldeas prevalled rogarding the desert
country., Tribes of nomadic Indiang were (o
be fteared; the sand storms of the desert
were dealdly to stock; water was scarce and
bad; no rosds could be wade I the shiftibg
sands and a caravan miglit ensily get lost,
Many men doubted if there ever wonld come
n time when well-defined romds and trails
would be made across the praivies, Dut
a% the years went by and the desive for
Mexican silver dollars enconraged men of
adventurous pature to persist in making ex-
peditions across the plains, the knowledge
af the country hecime more positive and
the Santa Fe trall became nn estabilished
laet,

By the time the United States doelared war
againegt Mexico o wagon tradll had been €0
wall entablished that It was determined to
fend a mblitary expedition across the plains
to operate dgalust the Mexieans from the
north; and Daniphan’s expedition made the
Journey In safety and succeeded In driving
the Mexicans back until Chihoshua fell and
the United States army marched into the
northern eapital.  After peace hnd boen de-
clarod, trading between the Mexicans and
the Americans rapidly grew in volume until
Santr Fe became a great commerclial cen-
ter,

REIGN OF THE BULLWHACKER.

For a time mule teams drove the heavily
loaded frefghers’ wagons across the plains,
bt 1t was found that oxen were a more gat-
Isfactory motive power for long Journeys, and
the relgn of the bullwhacker began. One
fridghter, named Splres, set ou! komewhere
about 1840 from the Missourl river landing
of Wayne Clty with severnl heavily loaded
wagons, drawn by mule teams, Alomg the
Cimarran one hot day, nfter the mules had
struggled through the sands for several
hours, a severs hall storm came upon the
train and chilled the heated animals, and
hefore night every mule had dded, leaving
the wagons stranded on the plalos. A guard
wis placed upon the train, and a party of
men walked on to Santa Fe, whore they
purchased mules from the Mexicans and re
turned (o the wagons, For years afterward
a monument of skulls of these mules was a
familiar landmark on the plalns,

One of the men famous throughout the
country during the days of the frelghters was
Alexander Majors, now reslding In Denver
He was reared upon a farm In western Mis-
wonrl, and he passed his 1ife on the frontier
His father had tramped across the plains
with a party as carly as 1826 in a vain search
for a wonderful silver mine mentioned by a
trapper, and Majors early determined to en-
gage In the freighting business, His first
application for employment as wagon master
of one of the frelght tralne managed by the
leading firm of freighters at Independence
Landing was promptly refused. Majors wae
too religious for the businees, they thought:
he was known to exhort, he ohserved the
Sabhath, he did not swear nor drink whisky;

it waa, therefore, self-evident that he never
could manage a company of bullwhackers
on the plaing or fight lodiaps with

much courage or wisdom.

THE MAJORS PLEDGE.

Majors Ingisted that desplte these appar-
ent disadvantages he could mannge a train,
and he proposed that if he did not satisfy
the firm at the end of the journey he would
not charge for his sorvices, while if he made
o guicker trip than had been done by any
other man in thelr employ he would ask
only one wagon and team a2 payment. HBut
the firm had doubts and declined the offer.
Majors found a firm of 8t. Louls merchants
to back him. and he had the satisfaction of
passing one of the tralng of his rivals on
the road, while he made the round trip in
ningty-two days, the best record up to that
time. He brought his oxen back looking
well, and hils journey had been made with-
put difflculties of any kind, The 8t Louls
firm was g0 delighted with the venture that
Majors was employed to go out with a larger
traln the next year. From a beginning of
&lx wagons Majors increased his business so
fust that In a few years he was running
more than 100 wagons across the plalns and
huil an advantageous contract with the gov-
ernment to supply the frontier posts with
provisions.

The men he took with him on his fimst
journey in 1848 were pelghbors and friends
who kuew his ways; but as his business
grew he had to employ & great many of the
men who were to he found along the border
sttlements. All had to agree to his rules
of cooduet, Before accepting men for serv-
lee Majors pregented to them a  wrltten
pledge which they were required to sign, It
read as follows!

“\While I am in the employ of A. Mnjors,
I agroe not to use profane language, not to
get drunk, not . to gamble, not to treat anl-
male cruelly, and not to Ao anything else
that i8 Incompatible with the conduct of a
gentleman. And 1 agree, If 1 violate the
above conditions, to accept my dischrrge
without any pay for my scrvices"

STRICT DISCIPLINE,

Durlng the civil war Majors added a clause
pledging alleglance to tlie United Statea,
Although he employed in hie time thousands
of mwen, no man was ever diacharged for vio-
lation of thig pledge. He never heard his
men swearing, nor did he ever have com-
plaints from his wagoen mesters of cruelty
to the eattle. His reputation for strict dis-
cipline was well understood, and no man
sought employment of hitn who dld not care
to obey Implicitly hls authorlty. Majors
was o master of men, and he knew how to
handle them without [friction. Few men
ever topk lssue with him. On his second
trip he suppressed o omutiny with remarka-
ble tack, and he never was bothered o second
time In that manner,

One eovening when the traln was several
hundred willes from the river, his wagon-
master brought him word that the men In-
tendod to defy him on the marrow, and |f
he refused to agree to thelr proposals thoey
would seize a wagon and drive back to the
atates, leaving him stranded on the plains
It was the universal custom while on the
march for the trelug to make the first slage
befare breakfast, in the cool of the day, but

pladng, and sowetimes o frefghter wonld be |
left alone on the pralpics, of would be coms- [
pelled to subamit to the dictation of Nis men.
o matter what thelr demands might Lie
Instead of earidds amil nolsay demounstrations
about the campfires, the imen of Majors'
trivlns sang hymns and rend the sevipiures,
and olten Majorg led in prayers, Sundays §
were regulnrly ob=erved, and the tesmws and

men had the entive day in canp.

THE UTAHR EXIPEDITION

When the government declded to send
Genernl Atbert Shilpey  Jubneton with an
army of 5,000 goldiers out to Utah to eoipel
the Mormons to obey the conris and fer-
ritorlal government the businoss of Lhaygeport-
Ing government supplies qulekly  assumeil
large proportions, The army  halted in
the full of 1857 at Forl Bridger (o awailt the
ptrival of supplies befere proceeding for-
warid, The Jelay of the government In got
titg the supplies up the river to Forl
Leavenworth, and the diffeulty of moving
the immense quaniity of freight across the
plaing, compelled General Johnston to put
his men on short rations before the winter
was over, ‘He s=ent Captain Marey with a
detachment of en and pack muled across
the Rocky motntaing in the winter scason
to Kort Misgsachusetts, In the San Luls
villoy, for supplies, The expedition
floundered through deep snows untll thely
Hmited supply of provistons was exhaunted,
The mules starved to death, and the soldlers
had to subsist upon starved mule meat for
W ke Thelr sufferings were terrlble, and
when they fnally straggled futo the valley
many were barefoeled and in rages, and had
i rollel from the fort got come In time they
would have perighed.

Three of the tralus with supplica from
Fort Leavenworth were cuptured near Greet
river by the Mormons, the menh were sent
baclk, the oxen driven off into Utah, and the
goods burned, Early in 1858 the frelghters
had matters moving in good shape, and be-
tore the end of that yoear they had S50
wagone and 40,000 oxen moving about 16
(00,000 pounds of frelpht into Utah for the
subslptence of the aymy. To assemble such
a great number of wagons, to purchaee and
drive to the frontler post the number of
oxen required, to put under discipline tho
men employed demanded

gpevernl thousand
expierlence and executive ubility  of the
highest order. Mujors had the needed

qualifieations, while his partners had the
enotgy and skill necessary to handle the
business end of the contraois

When the government stores had been all
safely landed in Utah the freighters cold
some of the wagons and oxen to emigrants
bound to California and the remalnder of the
wagons were stored until the followlng year,
when they were sold at auction for about £19
aplece to the Mormons, who broke them up
for the hard wood material they contained,
anid need the heavy tires in the manufacture
of mpails. The oxen were driven over to
Nevada to be kept over winter and then
taken on into California to be fattened for
the market, but a snow storm of great
severity overtook Lhem and ont of the 40,000
head only 200 eurvived, The army returnod
to the states In 1860 and the government
stores wore sold to the Mormons at auction
at absurdly low prices. The military occupa-
tion of Utah was a profitable matter for the
Mormons,

That was the climax of overland freighting
on the plaing. Majora and his pariners
cleared $2,000,000 in two years out of the
buskness and lost much of [t afterward by
the pony express and a daily staxge lne from
Fort Leavenworth to Denver.  Majors con-
tinved the buainess untll  the rallroads
pushed acress the plalns.  Frelghtems thep
confined thelr labors to distributing supplies
from rallway statlons Into the minlng regions
of Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. Now there
are no long wagon routes, for the rallroads
roach every place of any importance through-
out the entire mountain region and the bull
teams with the bullwhackers have passed

away.
_— -
DEATH LAUGHS AT (HEESMAN,

He Has Stabhed, Molsoned, Shot nnd
Huanged Hmself, and St Lives,
Frank H. Cheecsman, 38 years old, living

at 2227 Ohio strect, South Berkeley, broaks

the local record for aulecidal effort, relates
the  San Franclesa Bzaminer. Eight
times has he attempted to ferry Lhe Btyx,
and only his last eall to the grun bostman
aeemn lkely to attract old Charon's sullen
attention, Cheesman’s peraistence in seek-
Ing n ready exit from the stage of life s
congletent with the varled methads of his
lethal experiments, Some of his fallures
were uplgue, notably, when he Interrupted
the circuit of a live electrie wire and sur-
vived the deadly voltage of an alternating
current of innumerahle ohma, e has also
swallowed polson, and Jumped from the
promennde deck of 4 Southern Pacifie ferry-
boat.,  Last Saturday he shot himself through
the lungs, narrowly missing the heart, and
the doctors dingnose his symploms as fatal,

Cheesman's first attempt on his 1fe was
sensatlonal, He threw himself from an
upper-story window in thia oity, lovolylng
himsgel? In two poseibliitics of successiul sul-
clde, He hoped In the first Instanco to
perish on the wires of an electrie lght In-
tercepting his descent to the pavement,
which he ipogined would mangle him suffl-
ciently If the wire should bresk. It hap-
pened that the wire was tenaclous, and
Cheesman was rescued,

‘Hig next adventure was a plunge from a
ferryboat, reckonling on the chronle lethargy
of the Bouthern Faeifie to achleve his pur-
pose.  But Cheesman could not sink, It s
the custom of the Southern Pacific officials
to arrest peocplo who jump from their ferry-
boats and turn them over to the pollee. Thle
was the procedure on this occasion, but
Cheesman, while on hix way to the station,
drew a kolfe from hls pocket and stabbed
himself thyée or four tlmes Io thoe peck.
This thme hig lack of precislon as an anato-
mist saved him.

After his wounds were dressed they locked
Cheesman In & cell, and half an hour later
he was found hanging by his suapenders
to the grating of the celling,

When he had recovered hin breath sufn-
clently to explaln, Checaman sald he wantea
1" die because EMe Lumbert would not marry
1im,

A few morths later the old eraving came
upen him again, and he poisoned bimself in
the basement of bhis parents’ home in Lorin,

slightest partionlar,

Mer cougin, in whoes house the occur-
renco tonk plice, wan eeated at A lghted
taule engaged In rending, wh thinking
it abput thme to retice, and happeniog to
lift hier eves from hor Book, sfhe was autons
ished 1o see weated in a ohale bhefore her,
and between her and the door to the
bath oo, A wean, n gtranger to hor, who
calmiy regaeded her, 1t was too great a
surpride for her to apeak and demanid who
wae thus Intrediitg  uoabidden . upan  her
privaey, ol what wae wantod She re-
mafned for & woment in allent astonleh-
mens,

Then it gradiaally dawned upon her that

e figure wan pral ¥ pat that of 4 peruon

of vodl Mesh dnd Dloadl but 4 sibitor from the

unneen woild of e, She remembered hav-
e oncee, oa ' ehild, seon a similae fgure,
under clraunme tances  which geomed o pre=
olipde the fdea that (0 was any perann atill
0 the bods, asd o dater yoars, In rovolyv-
Ing those circumetanced, she had remems-
beroll how the apparition had afler a litile
while fadel away nto Invisibility, Cone

cluding that thiv new visitor aleo wak not &

pornon oof flesh an blood, she aat silently

lug at the sllent object, while the in-
trider, whaever or whatever he wis, sat
alwe in sltepew; stendily rogacding her,  Just

how loag thils siele of things lasted the jady
il et accurntely knew, but It was probably
not very long when the mysterious stranger
bogan to vindsh into' o thinoer aml thinner
poersonal presonee, untl fo oa moment or
two Be had venished gulle Away.

It was the lady's hour for her evening
bath, but zhe thought she would firet lot
out her two pet dogs from thelr confinement

i another rdom,  They came barking fu-
vinusly and ranning direstly townrd the bath
room.  There. through the open door, the
Lidy was horrified to see on the floor a mon-
strous cobra—the snake whose bite 8 cor-
tain and specdy death.  Springing forward
to gave her dogs, ahie guickly shut the door,
hut not &0 lnstantaneously W8 to provent
her seelng the roptile turming and escaping
down through a hele in the floor, where the
drain plpes of bathtub and washbowl went,
n hole which had bheen carvelessly left larger
than was negessary.

—_— ]
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The Many Fail,

One Succeeds ¢

Lichig, the great chemist,
succeeded in making that sci-
entific marvel, Extract of Beef,
—the essence of all that is best
in beef. The makers of

succeeded, over thirty years
ago, under his direction, in
making this product so perfect
ns to secure his endorsement
and the right to use his signa-
ture on every jar.

Thern harn been many Tmitations,

montly (ailisres, bot tone apyrosch-

fug Ahe Liehig CoMrany's for pur-
by, strongth sod tine davor,
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