Just turned out of the broad Koenig's aliey
fnto the litkle square that held his consulate.
1ts resldences always seemed to him to wear
that mingularly uninhabited alr pecullar to a
sireot seene ln a theater,
tholr stiff wiriped wooden awnings ovee the
windown, were of the regularity, color and pat-
itrn ouly meen on the sgtage, and conversa
tlons carried on In the strest helow always
#eomed to be Ihvested with that perfect con-
fidence and security which seurrounds the
aclor
Epeotive,
the other byways and highways of Schlacht-
ptadt—which were always filled
equally unreal and mechanion] woldiery, who
apoeared to he dally taken out of their boxen
of “Oasorne’ or “depot’” and loosely scat-
tered all over the pretty limden-haunted Gers
man town.
siveel coimoers, soldiers staring woodenly into
shiop windows, soldiers halted suddenly Into
stone, like lizards, at the appronch of of-
fizlere, oMzlere lounging stifly, four ahreast,
gwoeping the pavement with thelr traillug
gabres all at one angle.
cndes of red hussars,
hLuspars, cavaleades of Ublans, with glitter-
fog lancen and pennons—with or without a
band—formally paracing; there were slrag-

gling "fatigues’”
the ;
1ike columnn of infantry, going nowhere and
to no purpose.
to be wound up—for that gorvice—and ap-
E:mully always in the same place.

—wak a button, In the center of which wian a
gquare openlng os Keyhole,
always convinoed that

opening, by means of a koy.
“paporal” wound up his file. the CHaugp-
munn' .
eommigsloned officers, and even the goeneral
himsell—wearing the pame cap—was stibject

the appearance of the “‘degerter” or
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The Amerioan conwul for Schlachtstadt had

The facades, with

in hin palnted dQemert of urban per-

Yet It was a geaceful change to

with an

There were soldiers standing on

There were caval-
vavaleades of blue

or “detalls’”’ coming around

corners: there wero dusty, business-

And they one and all seemed

I thoe
nd of thelr eaps—Invariably of one patiern

The consul was
throuigh this keyhole
the humblest
liouteoants and non-

controlled his

(through hiv cag) 1oa higher moving power.
In the suburbs, when the supply of soldiers
gave out, thers were seniry tm-_ms.' \:."hn:n
thone dropped off there were “calssons’” o8
commlssary wagons, And, lest the milltary
fdea should ever fall from out the Schilacht
stadt bucghiei's ind, there were police (6
HEltorm, street sweepers in uniform,  the
thsket takers, guards and porters at the
Oahnhol wore in uniforme—hut all weirlig
the same kind of cap, with the probabllity
of having bean o wound up freshly eaci morn-
ing for tholy dally work. Hven the postiphn
delivered goaceful tnvoices to the consul with

hig wide armis and the alr of bringiag dls
patches from the fleld of battle, and the
consul satuied and felt for a fow mbménts
the whole welght of his consular respop-
sibillty.

Yet, inaplte of thie military precedence, it
dld not seem In the least incounsistent with
the decidedly penceful character of ihe town,
anil this agaln sugeestod its uanreality; wan
doering cows sometimes got mixed up \\_!th
squadrons of cavalry, and didn’t seem to mind
it sheep passod singly between files of In
fantry, or preceded them in a flock when on
the matreh: indesd, nothing conld be more de- |
Hghtful and Juneeent than to see a regiment
of Infantry in heavy marching order. laden
with every conceivable thing they conld want
for » week, returnlng after a cheerful search
for nn Invislble enemy in the suburbs, to
bivoune peaccofully among the eabligzes in
the market place. Nobody was ever hmposed
upon for o moment by thelr tremendous
ehergy and severe display; drums might beat,
trumpets blow, dragoons eharge furiously all
over the Exerzier platz or suddenly flash
thelr naked swords in the aireats to the put-
tural command of an eMeer—nobody seemed
to mind It. People glianced up to recogtlze
Rudalf or Max “doing thelr service,” nodded
and went about thelr business. And, al-
though the officers nlways wore thelr side
arms and ot the most peaceful of sooinl din-
pners only relinquished their ewoards in the
hall, apparen‘ly that they might be ready to
buckle therm con agein and rush out to do
battle for the fatherland between the coursed,
the other guesis only “looked upon these
weapons In the lIght of sticks and umhbrellas,
and possesscd thelr souls in peace, And
when, addgd to this singular Incongruilty,
many of these warrlors  were gpeotucled,
studious men and, despite their lethal wea-
pona, wore & slightly profeasional aiv, and
were—to o tnan—deeply sentimental and sin-
gularly simple, thelr attitnde in this eternal
Kriegeplel seemed to the consul more puz-
¢ling than over

As he outersd his consulate he was con
fronted with another aspect of Sehluchistud!l
quito as wonderful, yot alrendy famillar te
him, For, in spite of these “alarums with
out,'” which, however, never seemed to proe
trato besond the tows Itgelf, Schlach'stadt
and It suburts were known all over the
world for the manufactures of certnin bean-
Liful textile (abries, and many of the rank
and fle of these wiarriors had built up th
famo pnd presperity of the distriet over thel
peaceful loons in wayalde cattages, There
woere great  depots and counting  housek
larger than even the cavalry ba rracks, whore
po other uniform  but that of the pos man
wis known, ‘Hence (t wis that the con-
sul's chief duty was to uphold the flag of
the exsminstion

his  own  country by

and cartification  of  divers invoiees  gen!
to his affice by the manufacturers But
oddly enough these Dbusiniss messenger.
were chiotly women—pot elerks, but  ordi-
nary household =orvants, and, on buay
daye, the consulnie might have been e

taken for a female reglstry office, so flled
and possessod it waz by walting muadehen
Here 1t was that Gretchen, Liescheon  and
Clarchen, lo the cleanes! of blue gowns
and stoutly, but smartly ghod, brought thei:
fuvolees In o plece of olean paper, or folde
in & Blue haundkerchief, and lald them, wiih
fingers more or less worn and #obby froo
hard service, before the consul for his sig
nature. Once. in the case of & very youn;
madehen, that signature was blotted by the
sweop of a flaxen brald on it as thé child
turned to go, hut generally there was @
BYAVE, serious bDusiness instinet and sense o
responsibility 1y theso girls of  ovdinary
peagant origin which, equally with thelr als
{era of France, weré unknown o the Eng
lash or American woman of any class.

That morning, lhowever, there was
slight stir among those who, with  thel
knitting, were waliing thelr turn In  th
outer oMee as the vice consul ushered th
polles inspector Juto the congul's  privat
ofice, He was in uniform, of course, and L
took him a moment to recover from  hi
habltual wtiff, wilitary  ealute-—a  Hcthe
stiffer than that of the actual soldier,

It was a malter of lmportance! A
stranger had that worning been  arrested
tn the town and ldentificd as a military de-
serter. He clalmed to be an  Amerlcan
cltizen: he was now in the outer ofice wall-
ing the counsul's interrogation,

The consul knew, however, that dhe
ominous aceusation had uvnly a mild slg
alficance here.  The term “military  de-

serler” Inclnded any ong who lad In youih
emigrated to a forelgu eountry without firs!
fulfilling his military duty to hia fatherland.
His frst experlence of {hiae cases had been
tedious and diMouli—iovolving a reference
to Wiz minister ut Borlin, a correspondence
with the American State department, & eoun-
dition of unpleasan: tension, aud finally the
prolonged detention of some innocent Ger-
man-—naturallzed—American  cltison who
had forgotten (o bring his papers swith him o
roevisiting hls own native country. It w0
chanced, however, thut the consul enjoyed
the friendhip and confidence of General
Adlerkreutz, whe commanded the twentivth
divislon, and it further chanced that ihe
same Adlerkrentz wan a8 gallant a soldier
as ever cried “Vorwarts!" at the head of
his men, as profound a military strateglsi
organizer as ever carried his own awd
enemy's plans In his lron head and
spiked helmet, and yet with as simple and
unaflected a soul brea:hlog under hls gray
! he as ever lssued from the lpw of &
ehild. 8o this grim but gentle yoreran had
arranged with the consnl that in  cases
whers the presumption of nationality  was
strong, although the evideuee was vol pres-
ent, !0 wintld take the cousul’s parole ;or
s
without the ald of prolonged 4l

y. In thilg way the consul had suyved
Milweukes a& warthy but lwprudent
wer, and to New York au exceilent

had returned to martial

and peace of two greal natlona were pre-
sarved.
“He wsays,” sald the Inspector, severely,

the damaging admlisalon to others that he
lived several years in Rome! Aund,” con-
tinued the .nspector. lookiug over his
shoulder at the cglosed door am he placed

quantts
of-anid-not-to-be-trusted statement!’

Atipling—a boy-—searcely out of his teens!

duty, one or two
(ramps or Journeymen who had never seen
Amerlea from the decks of the ships In
whioh they wera “‘stowaway,” and on which |
thoy were returned—and thus the lempter |

“‘that he ia an American oltizen, but he jost
his paturallzation papers. Yet he hes made

his finger beside his pose, ““he says He has
relntions living at Palmyra, whom he fro-
ceited, Ac¢h! Obeerve this unheard-

The consul, however, smiled with a slight
flagh of intelligence. “Let me see Wim" he
kald.

They passed Into the outer offlce—another
pellceman and a corporal of Infantry shiuted
and rose, In the center of gn admiring and
symuathetie crowd of Diemetmadchen sat the
oulprit, the least concerned of the party: a

Indeed, It wag Impossible to concelve of a
more Innocent dereliet.  With a skin that
had the pecullar white and rosiness of fresh
pork, he had blue eves, colestiully wide open
and staring, acd the thick, floceulent yellow
curls of the sum god! Ho might lave been
an over-grown and badly dressed Cupld, who
had finunocently wandered from Paphian
shores, He amiled as the consul entered, and
wiped from his full red lips with the back of
his hand the traces of a sausage he was
eating. The consul recognized the flavor at
oneé—he had smelled 1t betore ka Liesclien's
lttle hand aeket,

“You say you llved at Rome?" began the
conkul pleasantly. “*DId you take out your
Arst declaration of your intentlon of becom-
Ing an American eitizen there?"

The ingpoctor cast an approving glance ol
the comenl, fixed a stern eye an the cherubic
pirkaoner, and loaned back In his chair to hear
the reply to this terrible question,

“1 den't remember,” sald  the cul it
knltting his brows in Infantile thought, ‘It
was elther there or at Madrid or Syracuse.
The luspeetor wes khout to rise; this was
reatly teifting with the dignlty of the mu-
nleipality, But the consul Mld Wis hand on
the offlcial e wiceve, and, opeding an Amerl-
can ntlas to o map of the state of New York,
giil to the prisoner as e placed the In-
&' eotor's fimger on (the sheet, **1 see you
know the names of the towne on the Brie aud
New York Central rallvoad, But—=""

“I can tell you the number of people in
each town and what are the manufactures,"
Interrupited the 3o fellow, with southiul
vanity “Madrid hes 6,000, there are
over 60000 ="

“Thut will fo,"” salidl the connil, as & mur-
miir of “Wundershor ¢t round the group
of lisfenltig serva while glances of
admliration wete the beanming ae-
cusisd,  Ihut vou remember the
nuine of the toewn whete your taturalization

ok

£hoi

olnght to

papers wore afterward =eat,
“"Hut 1 wa A citizen: from. the moment
I made my dee! tioa,'" said the sirange;

smiling, and looking triviophautly at his ad-
mirers, *and [ could vote!”
The lospector, sinee he had come to griet
over Ameriean geographical nomenclature
primiy taeiturn The conaul, however
wae by no means Certaln of hig victory, Hie
wlleged fellow eftleen wos 1oo eneyelopredic
e his knowledge, a elever vouth might have
eramined for thls texthook lnformation—but
then he dld not look at all elever; Indeed
be bhad rather the stupidity of the mythologi.
cal subjeet he represented, “Leave hlm with
me,”" sald the consul. The Inspector handed
him a precis of the case. The cherulb’s name
war Kerl Schwartz, an orplinn, missing from
Schlanchstadt slnee the age of 12, Relations
not Hving or o emigration. Tdentity estah-
lished by prisoners admigsion and recond.
“Now, Karl,” sald the coosul, cheerfully,
as the door of his rrivate ofice closed wpon

them, “whil Is your llttle game? Have
you ever had any papers? And if you were
clever enough to study the map of New

York state. why werea't you clever enough
to see that it wouldn’t dtand you in place
of your papers?"’

“Int’e foost 1" sald Karl in Boglich, *but
you see dot If T haf deciarit mine intention
of begomming a cltizen, it's all the sauie,
dor't a2

“Hy no means—for you =aem to have no
evidence of the decluration; mo papers at ujl.*

VYZo!" sulbl Karl, Nevertheless, he pushedt
his small, rosy, pleklod-pig's-feet ol fingers
throngh his fleecy curle and beamed pleas-
antly sp the consul. “Dot’'s wois de matter,”
he sald, as if taking a kindly inlerest iu
some private trouble of the consul's. “Dot’s
vere you vos, eh
The consul losked steadily at him  for a
moment.  Such gtupldlty wes by no mesnc
pheimennl nor at all inzonsistent with hie
nppearance, “Amd," continued the consui
gravely, 1 must tell you thit unless you
nave dather proofs thin you hive shown, it
will ‘be my duty to give you up to the au-
thoritivs.*?

“Dot. meaps 1 shall gerve my time, eh?”
aild Karl with an unchanged smile.
“Exactly s0,'" returped the consul,

“Zo!™ sall  Karl “IDese tawn—des
Behlachigindt—is  flne town, «eh? Fini
vomens, Goot men. Und heer und sausage
Blenty to eat und teink, «h? Und,' looking
around the room, “you and te poys haf o gay
times."

“Yew,” sald the consul  shortly, turnltg
away., But he presently faced round ugain
i the unrufited Karl, who was evidently in
dulging In a gormoandlzing reverie.
“What on earth brough! yua here,
way? !

“Veg ix das?”

“"What Urought you here frm
or wherever you ran away from?"
“To see te volks,"

“Hul you are an orphan, you

you have no folks living here?”

“Tiut all Shermany s mine  volke—de
whole gountry, don’t 1t?  Pet vour boals!
Haiw's dot! ¢h?™

The consul turned back to his desk and
wrole a short note 0 Goneral Adlerkreutz
n his own American-German, e did not

any-

Amerlea-

knaw, and

20 PROFOUND WAS HIS ARSTRACTION
THAT I'TT WAS A MOMENT HBEFORE
LOOKED UpP,

think It hie duty In the present case to
Interfore with the suthorities or to offer his
parole for Karl Schwartz, But he would
clalim that as the offender was evidently an
lanoeent emigrant and stll young, that any
punlshmenst or  military  degradation  be
amitied, and he be allowed to take his place
like any othér recruit In the ranks. I he
mwight have the temerity to the undoubted,
l‘nr-a‘mlug milltary authority, of suggestion
miaking bere—ho would sugest that Karl wan
for the commissarint ftted, 0f couree, he
Istlli retalued the right, on production of sat.
isfactory prool, his discharge 1o claim.

The consul read this aloud to Karl. The
cheruble youth smiled and sald, “Zo!" Then
sxtendiog his hand be added the word,
“Zshoke!"

The consul shook his haund a lile re-
morsefully, and preceding him 40 the outer
room resigoed blm with the note Into the
inspector's Gands. A unlversal sigh went

{ night to his lodgings In the residential part

| —among

potght the consul—bul he wisel§ concluded
that it would be well, for a while, that Karl
= helpless orphian—should be unier some
port of dwcipline,  And the gecurer business
of certifying Involees recommenced,

Late that afterncon he reteived s folded
bit of blue paper from the walstbelt of an |
orderly, which contalned in English rmrm--:
ters, and as a single word, “Alright,'" fol-
lowed by ceriain jagged peoamarks, which
he recognized an Aderkrente’s signature, Bud |
it was net untll & week later that he Iearned |
anything definite, He was returning ohe |
of the ¢ity, and in opening the door with his
pass key percelved In the rear of the hall |
his handmalden, Trudschen, attended by tlml
uenal blue or yellow or red shadow. He |
wus passing by them with the local ")
‘abend!” on his lips when the soldder tarned
his fave and esluted, The consul stoppod, |

It was the chorab Karl, in vnltorm. [
Put it had not subdued a single one of
hin characteristics. His hair had been |

cropped a lttle morec losely under hik eap, |
but there was {te color and woollness still |
intact; his plump fgure was @it by belt
dand buttone, but he only looked the more
unreal and more like a combinatlon of pen-
wiper and pincushion, until his pufty breast
and €houlders seemed to offer w positive la-
vilauion to any one who had pleked up a
pin. Bt wonderful—acoording to his brief
story—lie had been so proficient In the gooke
step tha' he had  been put s uniform
already and allowed certain small privileges
them ovidently tue present cne.
The consul enlled and paxacd on.  But jt
seomed strange to him that Trudschen, who
was a tall, strapping givl, exceedingly popular

junlon of Germania and Columbla and in their
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this Amorican, whe could vote and make |

lawn, should be wubjected to such things?®
The consul did not know What to think.
It seemed to him, however, that Karl was
getting on'—and that he war sot In nedd
of hls amslstance, 11 was In the expectation
of hearing more about him, however, that
he cheerfully mcospted an Invitation from
Adlerkeeuts to dine at the Cagerne one even-
Ing with the staff, Here he Pound, somewhat
W his embartasgment, that the dinner was
partly In hin own henor, acd at the close of
five courses, and the emptying of many
bottles, his health was proposed by the gal
lant veteran, Adlerkreutz, in a neat address
of many syllables containing all the parie of
eveech and a slogle verb, 1t was to the effect
that in his soud friend, the here consul,
and himeelf  wan «the never-to-beseversd

perfect understamding wan the wiar-defying

alliance of two greas nations. and that in the
ccasul’'s noble restoeation of 'Unzer Karl™” to
the German army: there was the asiute
diplomacy of sa great mind, e
was  watisfled  that  himsell  and  {he
hery consul still united In the

great fature, Ioaking down upon a comimon
brotherhood—the great Germanic-American
confederation, woudid feel satisfied with them-
selves and vach other and thelr never-to-he-
forgotten earth-laboes. Cries of "Hoh! Hoh!"
rescunded througs the apartment with the
grinding roll of Weavy-bottomed beer ginsses
und the consul, tremulous with emotion and 4
resorve verb in his pocket, moge to reply.
Fully embarked upen this perilous voyage
and steering wide and clear of any treacher-
ove stiore of imtelbgence or fancled harbor

of understanding s rest, he kept boldly oul

20,

should ftollow a merely foreign society eraze,
ot alter hor Engllsh houschold so as to admit
the Impossible Karl, struck him oddly.

A month or two elapsed without further
newn of Karl, when one afternoon he sud-
denly turped up at the consulate. He had
agnin songht the consular qulet to write a
few lotters home; he had no chance 1o the
confinement of the barracks.

“Hat by this time you must be in the
tamily of a fleld marehal, at least,™ suggestod
the consul, pleasantly,

“Not today=but next week,” xaid Karl
with sublime eimplicity, “then I am going
to serve with the governor commandant of
Rhelnfestung.’”

The consul smiled, motioned him to a seat
nt o table In the ouler oMee and left him,
undisturbed, to his correspondence,

Returning Inter he found Karl, his lettors
finished, gazing with childlsh curiesity and
admiration at some thick official envelopes,
bearing the stamp of (he consulate, which
were Iying on the table. He was evidently
s'ruck with the contrast bBetween them and
the thin, flimey affalrg he wis holding in
his hand, He appeared still more linpreseed
whin the corsul told him what they were,

YAre you writing to vour friends?" con-
tinued the consul, tounchied by his almiplioity,

SACh Jal" mald Karl ecagerly.

“"Would you like to put your letter in one
of these envelopes?’ continued the oMeial.

The beaming face ahd eves of Karl were a |
wMcient answer.  After all, It was a samall
Avor granted to this odd walf, who seemed
to still eling to the consular protecilon. He
handed him the envelope and left him ad-
dressing it In boyieh pride.

It wag Kari'® last vigit to the consulate.

IT WAS THE DEAD KARL, HIS PLUMDP

with the military anl who had never leoked
lowep than a corporal at least, should accept

tie atlentions of an einjohriger like that.
Later he interrogated her.
“*Ach! it was only unser Karl! And the

consul kinew he wes Amerihapisht”

“Indeed!™

“Yen! [t was such a tearful story,”

“Tell me what it 1s,'" sald the consul, with
a faint hope that Karl had volupnteered some
commutdcation of hie past.

AR Gott) Ihere in Amerlea e was a
man—and could ‘vole, make laws, and, Gol
willing. begbme 4 town conncllor—or ocier
{ntendant—and here he was dotblug but a
goldica for yvears, And this Ameriea wog
fire country. Wundershon! There were
such big cliles—and one, ‘Booflo’-—could hold
all Schinchetadt, and had of people H00,0006!

The cousul sighed. Karl had evidently not
vet got off the line of the New York Centeil
and Brle rosds., “But does he remember
vet what he digd with his papers?” sald the
consul persunsively.

YAech!  What does he want with papers
when he could make the laws. They were
dumb, &tupld things—these puvers to him.’

“But hiz appetite ‘remalns good, 1 hope?”
suggested the congul,

This e¢loged the conversation, although
Karl came on many otiier mights, and his
toy figure quite supplanted the tail corporal
of hussara in the remote shadows of the hall
One night, however, the consul reinrned
home fram a viklt to a nelghboring town a
day earlier thap he wag expected. As he
neared his house he was a llttle surprised
to find the windows of his gltting reom Ht
up, and that there were mo slgns of Trud-
sehen In the lower hell or passages, Ha
mude Wl way upstalrs in the dark apd
pushed open the door of hils apartment, To
his astanishment Karl woas sitting comfort-
Ally in lhis own chair, his cap off, before a
student lamo on the tauble, deeply engaged
in appurent study. BSBo profound was his
absiraction that it was a moment before he
looked up, and the consul had a good look at
hia tanally beaming and respoinsive face,
which, however, now struck him as wearlng
4 slogular sir of thought and concentralion.
When their eyes at last met, be rose ln-
gtantly and saluted, and his beaming smile
returned, But elther from his oatural
phlegm or extraordlnary self-control, he be-
trayed neither embarrassment nor alarm,

The explanction he gave was direct and
slmple.  Trudschen hud gone out with the
Corpomal Fritz for n whort walk, and had asked
him to “keep house' during their absence.
He had no books, no paperk, nothing to read
In the barracks, aad ne chance 1o improve his
w!md, He thought the herr consul would
not object 1o hie looking at his books, The
consul was touched—Iit was really a trivial
Indiseretion—and as mueh Trudschen's fault
ng Karl's! And If the¢ poor feliow had any
mind to lmprove—his recent attitude cer-
tainly sugges ed thought and reflection—the
consul were a brute to reprove him. He
amiled pleasantly as Karl returned a stubby

bit of jencll and some greasy memoranda
to his breast pocket and glanced at the
table. But to his surprise It was a large

map that Karl had been studying, and to hia
g4l greater surprice o map of the consul's
own district.

“You seem to be fond of map studying'
#ald the consul pleasantly. “Youw aere not
thinking of emlgrating agaln?"*

“Ach, no!' sald Kurl slmply, it {8 my
cousine vot haf lif near here. 1 find her”

But he left on Teudschen's return and the
consul was surprised to see that while Karl's
attitude toward her bhad not changed, that
the girl exhibited less effusiveness than be-
fore. Helieving it to be partly the effect of
the return of the sergeant, the consul taxed
her with falthlessness. But  Trudschen
looked grave. 3

“Ah! He has new friends, thls Karl of
ours, He cares no more for poor girls like us
When fine ladies lke the old Frau von Wimj-
fel make much wf him—what will you?®' It
sppeared, Indeed, from Trodschen's accouut,
that the widow of a wealthy shopkeeper had
made o Kind of protege of the youny saldler
and glven bim prescols.  Furthermore, that
the wite of his colonel had employed hlm to
sct as page or attendant at,an efternoon
gesellachaft, and that slpce then the wives
of other oficers had sought hims - Did nor

buteker and poasible alderman; hul‘

up from tbe glrls wod glances of appeal

JLu:m bery comsul thiok it was dreadful (bat

IGURE BELTED IN A FRENCH OFFICER'

at =ea, He eaid that, while hiz loving ad-
versiry in this battle of compliment had
disarmed him and left him no words to re-
ply to his genepous panegyric. he eould but
join with toat gallant soldier dn his heart-
felt asplritions for the peaceful alllance of
both countries. But, while he Tully 1
clprooated all s bost's broader and hilgher
sentiments, he must polnt out to this galiant
nssembly, this glorious bratherhood, that
oven a grester tle of sympathy koltted Bim
to the general—the tle of kinshlp! For
while 17 was well known to the present eom-
pany that thele gallant commander had mar-
ried an English woman, he, the consul,
nlthough always an American, would now for
the first time confesa to them that he him-

seif was of Duteh descent on hls mother's
alidp, He would say no more;, bur coafi-
dently jeave them In possession of the tre-

mendous significanee of this uptil-then-un-
known fact, He sat dJown, with the forgot-
tenn verb silll In his pocket, but the applause
walch followed this perfectly conclusive, sat-
Isfyiag and logical ellmax convineeld him of
his suceess, His Band was grasped eagerly
by =uccessive warriora, the general turned
and embriced km before the breathless is-
eembly; there wera tears In the consul's
oyea,

A the festivities progressed, however, he
founi, to his surprize, that Karl had not only
become the fashion as a military page, but

that his naive stupidity and sublime sim-
plieity was the wonderiog theme and Inex-
hiaustible dellght of  the whole bariacks.

Storles were told of his genlus for blunder-
Ing which rivaled Handy Andy's; old stories
of fatuwous lgnorance were rearranged. and
fitted to "our Karl," 1t was “our Karl" wha,
on recelving a tip of 2 marks fram the hands
of a yousg woman to whom he had brousght
the boguet of n gallant leutenant, exhibited
somp hesitation, and fioally sald: *“Yes, but,
gaadige fraulein, that ocost us 9 marks!" It
was “onr Karl” who, Interrugting the regrots
of another woman that she was unahble to
accept his master's lnvitation, sald politely:
“Ah, what matter, gnadlgste. ' have still a
letter for Frawleln Kopp (her vivdl), and 1
was (pld that 1 musi not Invite you both.
It was our Karl wha astonished the hostess
o whom he was sent at the last momaent
with apologles from an offlcer, unexpectodly
detalned at barrack duty, by suggesting that
he should bring that unfortunate oMcer his
dinner from the jusat served table. Nor were
theso charming Infelicitles confined to his
soelnl and domestle service. Although ready,
mechanienl and invariably docile (dn  the
manual and physical dutles of a soldler—
which endedred him to the Qerman deill-
master-—he was still Invinclbly Igoorant as
lo 1tk purport, or evea the meaning and
structure of the military instruments he
handled or wvacantly looked upon, It was
“our Karl” who suggested to his dnstructors
that in field firing b was guicker and easles

slogle discharge than to load and fire cou-
secutlvely, It waa “our Karl” who nearly

herlag to the letter of his instructions when
that lnstructor hed forgotten the password.
It was the same Karl who, severely ad-
monitshed for hls reckléssness, the next tlme
added to his challenge the precaution, “Un-
legs you instantly say ‘Fatherland' 1'll fire!"
Yot hls perfect good humor and child-like
curloglty were numbstakable throughout and
incited his comrades and his superlors to
show him everything in the hope of gelling
pome characteristie comment f(rom  him.
Everything and overybody was open to Karl
and his good-humored simplieity.

That eveniog,ws the general sccompanied
the consul downito the gateway and the
walting carrlage, '8 figure (o unlform ran
spontaneously befere them, " and shouted
“Heraus!" to the eentries. But the geuneral
promptly checked “the turnlog out' of the
guard with a patersal shake of his Anger ‘o
L the over-zealousssoldior o whom the consul
rocogrized Karl, “He is my burshe now,”
sald the generaloexplanatorily, “my wife has
taken a fancy tohim. Ach! he ls very popu-
lar with thege wemen” The consnl was
stlll more surprised. The Frau Cencrallss
Adlerkreutz he knew (o be a propounced
Buglish womso—carrylng out her Eoglish
ways, proprieties snd prejudices In the very
beart of Bchlachistedt  uncompromisingly,
without fear and without reproach, That sbe

5 TUNIC,
LITTLE CLOSER, ITS FLEEO®E SHOWIN G UNDER HIS KEPIL

to load his musket to the mugzle at once and
get rid of its death-dealing contents at al

killed the Instructor at sentry drill by ad-|

HIS FLAXEN HAIR CLIPPED A

He appeared to have spoken truiy, amd the
consul presently learned that he Had indecd
been transferred, through some high official
manlpulation, to the pereonal service of the
Rovernor of Rhelntfesiung.,  There wus woej-
g ameag the Diecstmadachen of Sehlacht
stindt, #aid o distinet jess of originallty and

lightness In the gatherings of the gentler
amen, His memory silil servived in  (he
harrncks through the Ia editions of his

former de'lghiful stupldi

es—mnny af them

Il to Dbe fesred, wele inventlons—an!
Etories that were supposed to have come
from Rheinfestung were deserived in the
slnrg of the olfiziere as belng “colossal.' Hut
the cectgul remembersd Rhelofes' ung, and
could not Imogive it ax a homi for IKar

OGF intany way [ostering his sepullar qualj-
fleg.  For It was emivently a fortress o
fortresses, n mugazine of mapnzines, a denal
of depots. It was the keyv to the Rhine, the
citadel of Westphalia, the “Clapham June
tlon'  of German rallways, bul  defendod
fortified, eéncompaseed and controlled by the
fiewest as well as the oldest devices of mill-
tary strategy and sclence. Even In the
pipingest time of peice whole rallway trains
went Into It llke a rat in a trap and mizle
Lave never comie out of It; It stretehed our
an foviting hapd and arm across the river
that might in the twinkling of an dye I
changed into a closed flst of menace, You
“defiled into i, commuanded at every step
by enfilading wallg; you “‘debouched” out
of it. as you thought, and found yourseli
only before the walls; you “‘re-entered™ it a
every possible angle; you dld everything
apparently but pass  throush |t You
thought yourself well out of it, and were
atopped by a tastlon. s cireamvallations
haupnted you untll you came to the next sia-
tion, It had pressed even the current of
the river Into its defensive serviee, Thers
were seerate of Me foundations and mines
that only the highest military dos ots knew
wrd Kept to themeelves, In a word—it was
{mprogmable,

That auch a place could not be triffed with
nor misunderatood In fts  right-and-aoute-
angled geverlties seemed plain to every one
But set on by his companlops, who were
vhowing him its defensive foundations, or in
his own Idle curlosity, Karl maniged 1o fall
inte the Rhine, and was fished out with Jim-
culty. The Immersion may have echilled his
military ardor or eoured his good humor,
for later the consul heard that he had visited
the American consular agent at an adjscont
town with the old story of his Ameriean
citlgenship. *“'Ho seemed,"” sald the consul's
colleague, ""to be well posted about American
rallways and Americsn towns, but he had
no papers, He lounged around the officy
for a while and—"

“Wrote letters home?" suggested the con-
aul with o flash of reminlscence.

“Yes; the poor chap had no privacy at the
| barracks, and I reckon was overlooked or
bedeviled,”

This was the Inst the consu! heard of Karl
Schwartz directly. For a week or two later
he agaln fell into the Rhine, this thme so
fatally and effectually that, o spite of the
offorts of his compagilons, he was swept
| away by the rapid current, and thus ended
his service to hls country. His body waus
never recoveroed.

A few months before the consul was trans.
ferred from Schlachtsiadt to another post his
memory of the decarted Karl was revived
by a visit from Alderkreutz. The general
lopked grave,

“You remember Unser Karl?" he said.

Y.

“Do you think he was an lmpostor?”’

“A8 régards his  American  eltlaensilp,
yes! Buat 1 could not say more,”

“Ho!" uald the general, “A very siogular
thing has happened,' he udded, twirling his
mustache. *“The luspector of pollce has notl-
fled us of the arrival of a Karl Schwartz
in thle town. It appears that he Is the real
Karl Behwartz, ldentified by his slster aa
the only one. The other, who was drowned
was an lmpostor. Hein?"

‘“Fhen you have secured apother recruici”
sidd the consul, smiling.

“No. For this one has already served his
time in Eleass, where he went when he left
hero as a boy. But, donnerwetter, why
should 'that dumb fool take his pame?"

“By chance, I fancy. Then he stupldly

New Standard of Prices

FOR STERLING SILVER
FORKS AND SPOONS

NEW STANDARD of prices for Sterling Silver Forks
and Spoons is announced by the Gorham Co., 8il-
versmiths, Under this new schedule the Sterling

Silver Forks and Spoons made by the Gorham Co., Silver-
smiths, are sold at fixed prices per dozen. The prices have
been earefully adjustod in accordance with the present condi-
tion of the silver bulion market, varying with the merits of
- the individual design and workmanship involved in its produc-
tion and the quantity of sterling used. The most elaborate
patterns made by the Gorham Co, can now be bought at ex-
tremely reasonable prices, while the simpler forms of less
ornate degign are offered at lower prices than ever before known.
For sale by all regular Jowolers,

Gorham Mfg. Co.,

Silversmiths.
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HESE are the days of greater things, Inthis aggressive,
rogressive country of ours we are not satisied to stand
still, The “good cnough” thing of today will not be good
enough for tomorrow. We must have something better and
better and always better, (&)

be

that was good enough for last year—good enough to eclipse
the records of all new publications the world over, good
enoug to establish itself on a firm paying basis on the very
first issue, pood enough to outrank in picturesqueness and
beauty and general merit any publication of its class any-
where—is not good enough for this year.

It is one thing to know this; it is another to act on it.
We have acted on it: Our first move was an increase of
fifty per cent in the size of the paper. This cha\?]ge was
made last month, It was only the beginning. W shall
spend the money, and have the art and the literary features
and the fine paper and the fine printing necessary to place
THE PURI .KfN far and away in the lead of all publica-

tions of its class.
NﬂW Rcady on all news stands, 10 CtS. Subgg;?ll;ﬁon, $1 !

or from the publisher,
FRANK A. MUNSEY, 111 Fifth Avenue, New York.
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Bititles with 11, Don't you ece?" said the
consul, plessed with his own ¢lévernels

“Zo-0!" sald the ganerel slowly, In his
deepeat volee. Put the German exclamation
hag o varvicty of glgnificance, aceording to the
Inflectlon, and Adlerkrentz's ejuculation
seemed Lo contaln them all,

* » LJ . . @ & 4 L0 Dodze B, (i hin, Nob
It was In Parls where the consul had 0 t-’.‘l_ CONSULTATION FREE,

Hngered on liki way Lo hls new pest, He | | T - )

was eliting In A well known cafe dimong Lh[ﬂmtl }‘['I Yous "“ld I}[“‘ﬂ_l(: DI\N_\Q;

whose habitues were several milltary officers
aof high rank, A group of them were gath-
ered around a table wpear him. He was Wy
watehing them with an odd recollection of
Sehlgchistadt In his wind, and ag 1dly glane-
Ing from them lo the more atiractive boule-
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gesticulating group, and a ory of greeting.
The consul looked up mechanleally, and
then his eyves remalned fixed and staring at
the neweomer.  Por it was the dead Karl;
Kurl, surely! Karl-<hls plump Nguie, belted
In a Frepch ofMcer’s tunie; his flaxen hair
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olipped o ldtle closer, but stll s flecce 8 W, Cor. 1605 ani 1500us,

showing under his kepl, Karl, his checks

more cheruble than  ever—unchanged hut

for a tiny yellow: toy musinche curling up | === - - e
over the corners =f his full lips Kirl, department makes it n busipess—in Mon-

heaming at his compunions in hls old way,
but rattllog off French vivacitjes without
the faaintest trace of accent. Could he be
mietalken? Was it some phenomenal re-
semblance, or had the soul of dhe Germuan
private been trunsmigrated to the French
oflicer,

I'he consul hurrledly called the
“Who Is that officen who hag just arrived

“Jt is Captain Christian ©f the {ntelllgence

sieur le consul's case It becomes a pleanurs
—to Know everything."

“DId your department know that the real
Karl Schwartz has returned ? gajd the cons
sul dryly,

Captaln Christlan ehrugged hie shouldera.
"Then It appears that the shum Karl dicd
none too soon," he said lghtly ANl yot
he bent his eyes wilth mischiovous ro-
proach upon the eonsul

gareoen,
W

hureau,” sald the walter, with proud alae- “Yet what?" demanded thie connul
tity. “'A famous officer, brave a8 o rabBit— | giaoyy,

unt fley lapin—and one of our best cllents. “Mansleur le consul might have saved the
Bo droll, too, such a farceur and mimle | ynfortuvate man by wscoepting hlm ax an
M'sieur would he ravished to hear bis dmb- | Amariean oitizon and not helped to for o

tations.” him into the German seryice,”

“Hut he looks like s German; and his | “qme congul saw In a flash the full will-
name?" tary slgnificance of this logle, and couid
“Ab, ho ls from Alsace. But not @ QGer- | not repress a siile. ‘At which Captain
man!" sald the walter, absolutely whitening | Christian dropped caally into a chalr be-
with Indignation. “'He was at Helfort.  Fo | slde bim, and a8 vasily into broken German
was I. Mon Dieu! No, a thousand times | English:
no!* “Und,” he wemt on, “deos town —dcis

“Hut has ha been living here long?" pald
the consul,

“In Parls, 8 few months. But his depart-
ment, m'sleur understands, takes him every-
where? Everywhere wbere he can galn In-
formation.'*

The copsiul's eyes were stlll on  Captain
Christian, Presently the offfcer, perhaps .
stinotively consclous of the seruting, looked

Schlachstadt 1s fine town, eh? Pine womenu?
Goot men? Und peer and sausige? Hlenty
to eat and trink, ¢h? Ugpd you upd te poys
haf a gay tlmes?”

The consul tried to recover his dlgnity.
The walter hehind him, reécoxolzing only
the dellghtiul mimlery of this adareble of-
flcer, was In fils of laughter. Noverthelose,
the consul wanaged to say dryly:

foward him. Thelr eyes met, To the con- “Aud the burrack:s, the magaginew, the
sul's surprige the cl-devant Karl beswed | comminsariat, the detally the reserves of
upon bim, and advanced with outstretched Schlaohatadt were very Interesting?’

“Asaurediy.t!

"And the Rhelifestong-—its plans—its do-
talls, even I8 dangerous foundations by
the river—they were ta a soldler singularly
Inwtructive?"

“You have reason to say 60," sald Captiln
Christian, curling his little mustpohe,

"And the fortrpws—you think?"

Ind—*'

“lnpregnable!
remembersd General Adler

band.

But the consul stiffencd slightly, and re-
malued oo with his glaas In hls hand, At
which Captain Christlan be ught his  own
easily (o a milltary salute and sald polltely.

“Monmleur le consul has been promoted
from his post, Permit me 40 congratulate
bim."

“You bave heard, then?' sald the counsul
The cousul

stuck 1o ¥, aud bad to take the responsi- |

Y.
“Otherwise I should not presume. For our | kreutz's “Zo—0," and wondered.
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