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Pretty Girls of Porto Rico
(Copyrighted , 1S93 , by Frank O. Carpenter. )

SAN JUAN. Porto Rico , July 5. ( Special
Correspondence of The Hoe. ) I saw a quar-
ter

¬

of an aero of pretty girls last night.
*They were rich girls , well dressed girls , and
by and large , as nlco girls as I have seen this
year. The most of them were whirling
about In the mazes of the waltz and I
actually envied the Porto KIcnn dandles and
our uniformed military ofllcors who held
Aiem In their arms-

.It
.

was at a grand ball given by the swell
club of San Juan. The theater was hired
for the occasion and the San Juan theater
Is bigger than any In "Washington. It Is a
building of brick and stucco , which be-

longed
-

to the Spanish government and which
S * now the property of Uncle Sam. It has a
stage as largo as a city lot. The orchestra
circle was floored over last night , so that
with the stage there was more than a quar-
ter

¬

of an aero of clear dancing space.
The floor was carpeted and coacoanut

palm leaves were trained upon the walls.-
vTho

.

three galleries which run around the

A BELLE OF SAN JUAN.

theater were draped with red , white and
blue stripes , spangled with stars , and Amerl-
Lrfn

-
flags were everywhere. The boxes wore

filled with rich Porto RIcans and the girls
upon the floor were the daughters of the
swell people of the Island. No one was ad-

mitted
¬

without an Invitation and the thou-
sand

¬

odd maidens present represented the
very top of the upper crust of Porto nicans-
ociety. .

The men were of the same class and thn
whole gave mo a now Idea of the best of
the subjects whom Uncle Sam has annexed-

.AinmiK
.

Uio ltd 1 CM of Sail .Tumi.
I wish the correspondents who hive been

writing letters home to the effect that thcro-
Is colored blood In all Porto RIcans could
have attended this 1 all. I have never soon

'hatter types of the pure Lit Ins or Spanish.
The complexions wore all darker than ours ,

but I could see no traits of the negro , and
I doubt If there was a womnn In the room
who had such blond In her veins. It was a
Caucasian crowd , awl a remarkably good-
looking one. Hundreds of the women were
as well dressed , and on the whole Jar more
Wccently dressed , than the women you see
at n White IIouso reception. There were
many short sleeves , showing niiimp , dimpled
whlto arms and beautiful noks. . The gowns
were not cut so low ns to slio-v the' swelling
of the bosom , nnd such ns wore decollete
wore filial in with embrfMdery. The colors ,

With the exception of perhaps half a dozen
gowns of black lace , were salmon pink , sky
blue nnd white. All wore of dnnclng length
and nearly nil wore well-fitting.

Take a Jump in your imagination from
the United States to Porto Rico , and sit
with me In ono of the theater boxes and

t watch the crowd as I saw it last night. I
venture you have never seen n prettier
sight. What n lot of heantles are whirling
about on the floor below us ! They nre
straight and slender nnd every ono Is n-

brunette. . Not ono of them Is dumpy or-

overfat. . Each is Just a grod armful , and
.yiey are nil potlto and exceedingly grace-

rful.
-

. What beautiful hair they have , and
' what a lot of It ! It is as black as the pat-
f ent leather shoos of the men , except where

It has been dusted with powder and turned
thereby for the evening to gold. How well

, ., the hair Is put up ! It Is drossrd In n knot
Just back of the crown and is puffed out n-

la pompadour , so that it makes the dear
llttlo heads of the maidens look larger.

| Th.-.v Arc Mi-o ttlrlN.
Now cast your eye nt the faces. Are they

lint sweet ? They nre full of fun , but refined.-
I

.

I They lonk ilko nlco girls , good girls , modest
and pure , as I doubt not they are. See how

Mhey Inugh nnd chat with their partners , nnd
how they keep up the dance throughout the

i evening. It is only while dnnclng that they
I have the chance of being nlono with their

beaux , for according to Spanish custom when
they sit down they must take their places
by their married sisters, mothers or aunts ,

who net as duennas.
Now the dance Is over and wo can ob-

serve
¬

them nt rest. What pretty eyes they
have ! They are forge , black and liquid , with
long lashes nnd rather heavy brows , which
nre accentuated by their pale brunette faces.

Notice how they use their fans. Every
glri has ono nnd she keeps it always in-

motion. . She fans herself three times and
then with a twist of the wrist throws the
folds of the fan together. Another twist
and It Is open In the opposite way and she

Is fanning herself most coquettlshly. These
girls could tench us a great deal In fan
language. They carry beautiful fans. Some
nro tnndo of sandnluood , some of Ivory , and
many nro covered with flue lace nnd gauze ,
beautifully embroidered nnd painted. The
fans hero all como from Spain , nnd they
nro exceedingly cheap. You can buy for $5-

a fan which in Now York would cost ? 25 ,

nnd thcro are many ? 25 fans being used by
this crowd In the hall. Over 'there on the
opposite side of the room is one which seems
to have been made for the occasion , nnd
which , I venture , never saw Spain. It is a
dainty llttlo thing , nnd Is wielded by ono of
the prettiest of the Porto RIcan belles. It Is-

of silk In the colors of the American flag , so
made that the red , whlto and blue flashes
out at every twist of her ivory wrist. You
can see that the better class of Porto RIcans
nro very patriotic. They are glad they are
Americans , nnd will bo good citizens.

! , < < Our Summer Girls Itowure.-
As

.

I looked at these pretty Porto Rlcan
girls I thought of the sensation they would
create among our young men when they
visit the fashionable watering places of
the United States. They will bo formid-
able

¬

rivals of the American summer girls.
Heretofore many of them have taken their
rulings In Europe but now they arc talk-
ing

¬

of coming to the United States. They
nro taking lessons in English and already
several of them have found husbands among
our army officers. I understand that they
like Yankee beaux better than Porto RIcans ,

nnd that they will prefer American husbands
because American wives have more freedom
and better times.

Speaking of customs , our young men will
have a great advantage over the Spanish
beaux. Air-cording to the ctlquetto of Spain
which prevails In Porto Rico , n young man
cannot engage In conversation with his
sweetheart upon the street. Ho dare not
call uprn her expecting to find her alone ,

and In case there Is another man paying
attention to her he is not supposed to inter ¬

fere. The Americans will not regard the
rules of Spanish etiquette and at present
the chances seem to ho all In their favor.-

I
.

was surprised to see so many women
at this ball. I did not think there were so
many pretty girls on the island. It Is only
at such times we see the better classes of
Porto Rico women. They seldom go upon
the streets. They do not hang out of the
windows or over the ''balconies , as the
South American girls do , and in short they
nro very exclusive. It is only a few of
them Uint go out to wall ; In the plnza
when the military bands piny , nnd you might
bo for months In Porto Rico nnd not know
lhat.lt had n "four hundred. "

I bollovo the better class Porto RIcans
are very friendly toward the Americans.
This feeling has been mnterlally bettered
by the conduct of some of our army off-

icials
¬

, and especially by General Fred Grant
nnd his wife. Mrs. Grant is accustomed
to entortnining , nnd during her stay here
Bho gave receptions nnd dinners every
week. To her receptions ths Porto RIcans
were glad to come , nnd hero they mot the
wives of the officers of our nrmy nnd navy
nnd the officers themselves. Other Ameri-
cans

¬

who were In San Juan were invited ,

and in this way pleasant relations have
been established.

The AVIild * HOIINC llf Sim Jililll.-
It

.

might pay Uncle Sam to allow our gov-

ernor general at Porto Rico a sum for en-

tertaining.
¬

. It would do much to teach the
Porto RIcans American ways nnd to bring
them into accord with us. General Henry
did not entertain much during his otay , but
this was probably because his wife wab not
very well.

The government is well adapted
to receptions. It is , you know , the homo
of the captain general , which came into our
hands through the war. It IB an immense
building of two stories , having , I Judge , at
least two score rooms. A number of these
are now devoted to offices , but there Is left
almost as much room as In the Whlto House ,

and General Davis has several magnificent
parlora.

Entering the palace , you go In between
two of our soldiers nnd walk up a wide
staircase , by n stack of rifles , past a
draped with two American flags , to the
second floor. This la the living part of the
palace. Turning to the left you first enter

the reception room , which Is as Inrgo ns the
ordinary parlor , nnd then pnt-u on Into the
drawing room , which Is about lUty feel long ,

twenty-five feet wide nnd twenty foot high.-
H

.

Is floored with whlto and black marble.
Its walla are frescoed in lilac and gilt , nnd
the room Is almost covered with largo mir ¬

rors.
The drawing room , Ilko the rest of the

palace , is furnulshod Just as It was when
the Spanish left It. Uncle Sum bought the
furniture , Including the piano , the billiard
table nnd the carriage nnd horses , which
our governor general drives. The palace ,

In fact , looks more Ilko a Spanish dwelling
lioiiBO than an American one. The chairs
nro of Austrian benlwood mill they nro nr-
ranged nbout marble tables In Spanish
style. Upon some of the walls are pic-

tures
¬

of Spanish scenery painted In oils ,

nnd as you go out of the drawing room
Into the music room you pass bronze stat-
ues

¬

of Spanish knights In nrmor on pedes-
tals

¬

of black marble.-
I

.

particularly examined the piano. It was
made In Barcelona , and It is said that It
originally cost $1,000-

.13eyond
.

the music room Is the billiard
room , where the Spanish officials cracked
the Ivory balls which our officials crack
now. This room has windows looking out
upon the palace gardens , the bay nnd-
Morro castlo. From It you can see the Casa-
Blanca , another government building , which
stnnds upon the foundations of a house In
which Ponce do Loon lived several hundred
years ago. The palace Itself was begun In
the sixteenth century , although it was not
finished until 1S4S-

.HIMV

.

( lie I'orlfi UlrniiN 1,1 vc.-

It
.

seems strange to ''Americans to have the
parlors and reception rooms on the second
floor. This is the custom In most of the
towns of Porto Rico. The rich people of San
Juan all live In the second stories of their
houses , the lower floors being given up to
the poor. Out In the country the houses of
the richest farmers have storehousps , gran-

aries
¬

or fetnbles beneath them , and you

have to go up long steps to got to the front
door.

The average country house has no glass
in its windows , but only shutters , which
open and clcse. It U built with n largo
living room in the center and bed rooms
opening Into this on each side. Thcro Is

often a wing containing n kitchen , with n

water closet adjoining It. Bath rooms are
almost unknown nnd the sanitary condi-

tions
¬

of even the boat houses nro bad.
The furniture is commonly of bentwood ,

the chairs being arranged stiffly nbout n-

table. . Thcro Is often a wicker sofa nnd
some rocking chairs , but no attempts nro
made at ornamentation In the way of cozy

ncoka or of wall decoration.
The bedrooms nre fitted out with Iron

beds covered either with canvas or with
wire springs , upon which thin comforts nre
spread for mattresses. The mattrcooos are
usually not long enough to allow your whole
body to llo on them without touching the
wires. In my hotel here in San Juan the
springs either scratch the flesh of my heels ,

or. If I protect my heels , my shoulders IIDV-
Cto suffer by the sharp wires between the
mattress and the pillow.
The IjiiillcN' Alii Soi-IHy of Sun .limn.

The Porto Rlcnn women nro now co-

operating
¬

with the wives of the nrmy and
navy officers to Improve the condition of
the poor women of Porto Rico , A Indies'
aid society has been organized. This so-

ciety
¬

Is non-sectarian nnd It Is supported
by voluntary contributions. Ono of Its chief

A PORTO RIOAN 1'ARLOR ,

palace

mirror

officers is Mrs , Colonel J R Hoff , ll vice
president , the president being the wife of
the governor general , It has offices just
outside of Fort San Chrlstobcl and lulds
meetings twlco u week , at which hundreds
of the poor women of Porto Rico come for
aid , II has now about COO workwomen on
its list. They are paid for making clothes ,

which are given away to such of the poor
who are unable to work. They receive from
18 to 30 cents for making dresses and nro
very glad to get wark at these wages.

Many of the workwomen are the widows
of officers who lost their lives during the
war. Some of them can embroider beau-
tifully

¬

nnd the Ladles' Aid society takes
orders for embroidery and drawn work , pay-
Ing

-
these women what they receive , with

the exception of 10 per cent for the treasury
of the society. This drawn work Is beautiful
and exceedingly cheap , and any of our

( Continued on Eighth Page. )

Joseph A. Connor.
The nbovo Is a photograph of Mr. Joseph A. Connor , who eioctod the first

grain elevator In this state nf I'lattsmouth. Nob. . In ISfiS , nnd built the llrst line
of grain elevators on the II , & M. railroad West of Onmlm. Ho helped In organize
and was vice president of the Citizen's Bank nt I'lattHiiKiuth for a number of yearn.-

Mr.

.

. Connors cnmo to iNuiirnska from La Siillo , 111. , In 1RC7 and lived In PlattHiuouth-
up to ten years ago , when lie moved to Omaha , since which time ho has ronldod hero.-

Ho
.

owns and farms moro land than any other citizen In the slate. Ho IK an nctlvo
member of the Omaha Board of Trade , with offices In tlio Board of Trade Building.

An Irrepressible Sonj-
It wus on Juno 20 , 1810 , that ono of the

moot popular songn of the century WIIB
born , relates tlm Boston Transcript. Its au-

thor
¬

, Thomas Dunn English , was visiting
In Now York nnd N. P. Willis , who , wlt'i-
Ueorgo P. Morris , was editing the Now Mir-
ror

¬

, asked him for n gratuitous contribu-
tion

¬

, nnd suggested that It bo a xsa song.-
Dr.

.

. English promised ono nnd ( in returning
to his hnuo nttcmptrd to mnko good his
word. Only ono line that smacked of the
sen cnmo nt his bidding ; but at n whlto holt
ho composed the five stanzas of "Don Boll , "
as It now rends , betraying the original in-

tention
¬

In thn last line of the lant Htnnzii.
Within a year the poem had been roprlntO'l-

In England nnd Us author thought It might
bo n still greater favorite If set to appropri-
ate

¬

music. 1) inlnlpk'M. H. Hny wrote nil nlr
for It , which was never prlntnl , and Dr.
English wrote ono himself , which , although
prlntr'd , hud no sale.-

It
.

was written entirely for the bluck koys.-

In
.

1818 n piny wan brought out In I'lttHburs.-
I'a.

.

. , called "Tho Battle of Bueiin Vista ,"
In which the song of "Ben Bolt" w.is Intro ¬

duced. A. M. Hunt , mi Engllxlunnn con-
nected with western Journalism , had road
the words In an English nounpapnr and
gave thorn from memory to Nelson Kncasn ,

filling In from Imagination where his mem-
ory failed. Knoass adapted n Gorman mel-
ody to the Ilno9 and they were cung in the
play. The drama died , 1ml the song Mir-
vivod.

-

. A mimic publisher of Cincinnati ob-

tained
¬

the copyright nnd It was the buslricsB
success of his career. In theaters , concert
rooms , minstrel shows nnd private parloni
nothing was heard hut "Bon Bull. " It was
ground on hand organs and whlftloil In the
streets , arid "Bwcot Alice" became the pot
of the public. A steamboat In tlio west nnd-
a ship in the ennt wore nainnd after hor.
The steamer was blown up nnd the whip
was wrecked , but Alice floated rnfely In the
fragile bark of eong.

The poem went abroad nnd obtained great
popularity In England. The streets of Im-
don wore flooded with parodies , answers
and Imitations , printed on broadsides and
sung and sold by curbstone mlnotrels. A-

piny was written there based upon It nn'l-
as late as 1877 a serial novel ran through n
London weekly paper of note , In which the
memories evoked by the Kinging of "Ben-
Bolt" played a prominent part In evolving
the catastrophe. Of course everyone knows
of Its moro recent revival In Du Maurler's
famous novel.
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fresh Every Day.

Sent Securely Pocked in Tin Boxes
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You pay thooxpross.-
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. . AVIiiNlim'N KoufliliiK' Syrup.
HUH been used for over FIK'l'y VISA US by
.MILLIONS of .MOTHERS for their CIIIL-ORION Wll'ILK TEETHING , with PER ¬

FECT SUCCESS. It SOOTHES the CHILDSOFTENS the fJUMfl. ALLAYS all PAIN ;

OUHES WIND COLIC , and Is the best rein :
edy for DIARRHOEA. Sold by Drusglstn
In every part of tlio world. Ho sure and askfor "Mrs. Wlnslow'H Soothing Syrup , " andInko no other kind. Twenty-live cents n
bottle.

EXTRA COPIES OP THE

Omaha Illustrated Bee
will bo mulled to nny address on receipt of
C cents In Bluini-

.MAIL
*-' .

| 'l' TO YOUH I'lllKMKS.
The Bee Publishing Co. , Omaha.


