§
J. .
.
»
1

THE OMAHA DAILY BEE:

e

e ——

MONDAY, APRIL

2, 1900,

——

7
HANDLING - RAILWAY MAII.S

Omsba is the Center of a Largs and
Important Distriot.

ONE HUNDRED AND TEN CLERKS EMPLOYED

Sixty Are Engnged on the Omaha and
Vgden Mun—\n Average iny's
Work of n Hatlsway Mall
Route tlierk.

On the second floor of the federal bullds

ing In Omaha Is ap offce

which attraces
[ Hitle attention, but whows Importance e
#econd 1o none In All of the government al

fepariments representst there It s the
offlve of the Omaha district of the raliway
mail service, In chnrge of H. P sShearer
Thin offiee han conirol of the rallway mall
Aerviee for nll the roads operating In Nee-
brasin, except the wervice of the Purlington,
which s under control of the office at
Lindoln.  in the service of the (Omaba office
are cmployet 110 rallway mall clorks, divided
amone the roads of the dimtriet as follows

Union Pacine, from  Omaha to Uglen,
mixty
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missoury Valley, from
| Miksourl Valley, In, to Deadwood, 8 0.,
fonurteen
Chieaso, St Paul, Mipoeapolls & Omiaha,
from Omahn to Soux Clly, six
Missourl I'aciflc, from (maba to Ogdon,
one
Brateh Huew of the varlons woads in the
dimi et twoenly -nine
Tl Omaha office was owtablighed In B [HI
Caplain White, now superintendent of the
department, being the first elerk In churge.
Thiv oMee was fHicd by an nspector at that
time, which was the ofMoial deslgoutton of
Captatin White He was bhere but a fow
months when the title of the oMeer in charge
wis ohanged, and 10 H, Bdll was placed in
Chavge ut Csnaha At that time ouly tlhires
| Pk were under supervision of the Omaha
afflie—the Union Pacitie, the Sloux Cily and
the Fremont, Hikhorn & Missouri Valley
| to Fromont  The number of men emwployed
Wilks phout Lwenty
| The principal Hne o this disteler s the
| Onaha and  Ogden rallway peatoflee, sim
ploying as It dovs sisty men The work on
| this lioe is heavy, few. If asoy, routes in
[hee United States handlng as mu'h el
or the number of men cmployed The
principal snadl traln s No, 1, Isaving Omaha
(&S e om dadly, carrying thrae mail ears with
| six midl clerks and twa helpers. The work
I--I‘ thee mindl clerk boglns the day befare the
| traln starts In the afternoon the clerks go
to the transfer station In Council BinfTa
where the mall for all polnta along the
Unlon Pacifio and contecting Hnes Is left hy
the trains from the east The sacks are
murked o show which contains the mall for
the nearest stutlons and these nre Arat

|r|1.|||n'!)'
| puints

iand the amount of work done by
|on train
| by

|

diseihuted

The mall ¢lerks In the Omahn district have
to “"work.” or distribtite all matl recelved by
them addros postofMices in Nobraskao,
Wyonming, Colorado, Kansas, Town, Missourt,
South Dakota, nols, Wisconain, Miehigan,
Indiann, Ohlo, Utah and Oregon. AL the
Councll Mufls oMee the clerk will And mall

sl Lo

for towns In all of the stute west of No-
braska. He i required to know the con-
necting polnta of all mall routes with his
rond, the atar routes a8 well as those over
rallroad Hues, Thix Is no small matier, as
cuny be seen when It 18 known that some

small wiations are dstributing

for twenty-five couniry posioflices;
this would be comiparatively ecasy wore
variations In junction points,
The clerk must know the thne of the arrival
and departore of all connecting tenlos, and
It his train ahould be too late to make con-
necilon with tralns at the regular junction
he wust put the saoks upon the trains which
will enrry them to thelr destination in the
shortest time,
An Avernge Doy's Waork,

With this preliminary knowledge the clerk
slarts to work. After working twoe hours or
mate in the afterncon he returns an hour
before the thue of the depariure of the trala
in the worning and gets his car o hape
for the run., The run from Chinaha o Chey-
gnne, where he is relieved, is fourteen hours
the cvlerks
1 of the Unilon Pacific Is shown
of an average day, that of
taken. ©On that day there

Lt
It unt for Lhe

o
the record
Murch 5 bolug

| were diaiributed 1,887 packages of letters,
avergging forty lo & packuge, or 75,450
letters, O68  sncks  of  nesopapers  and

|

periodicals, avernging 200 to n sack, or 113,000
ploces; 100 regintored lettors: besidea hand-
Hog, not disteibuting, thirty-five pouches of
through mall, making & grand total for the
fourteen-hour run of 139,270 pleces bhandled,

Jnr over 311,046 articlss per man, This i
lan average day’s work. Butl semetimes thore
fa o rush, lke one day rocently, when the

Omahn oMes was notified of the arrival from

| Maniia of fifteen pouches of Jetters bn wddi-

I+
|
I

o the usunl smount of mail, all of
which wis to be distributed before the tratn
reached Omaha

A cin be seen, the clerks have Hittde time
to read addressos, 80 they must accustom
themselves to read the most negligent

sworawly at o glunee, For this purpose they
wtudy continuously and every six montha
| they must report for examination st the
Omaha ofice. This examination consiste of
Cworking certaln states nt each examinm-
tlon l-rnm the let of states required to be

“wWorr ke by ¢levks In this district obe (s
acheoted,  The clerk s provided with cards
contilning the names of all the postofices
In the state which be iy o “work.” Tuking
theae, ho stands before & largo wooden cnse,
the plgeonholes in whivh are labueled with
the names of Al the routes In thal state,

leards Is something remarkable

He thon beging tha distribution of the cards,
placing ewch card in the plgeothole morked

with the route K will thke to reach its
deatination
In ithese examinations aceuracy s the

prime consideration, but accuracy s not AH.'
the clerk mudt alip make o record for spesd,
The proficiency gained In distributing these
The hilghest

Peecord made by o clerk at the Omahn oMce
Is 659,893 por cent, made |n distributing the
cards representing the postoMees in Wyos
ming
Avenreney o Distribuation,

Instributing 1, carda st the rate of
soventy per mlout the c¢lerk made one
lorrar, Ausother clork Jn “working'' the state
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