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Religion of Chinese=-

Three Forms of Worship

Chinese theology 18 one of the moa!
complex subjocts under thoe sun In fact,
Lo speak of a Chivese system of theology
I hmpossible, as there are threo syoloms

B0 engrafted upon one aoother

e Lo Jelive

the student in doubl as e Lhe Hues of de
minrkution between them, But one fact
stands out with startling clearnes wnd
that s that the popular Wea of the Chi
Dewe (dal workhip s n popular delusion

Students of Oricutal religions bhave on
deavornd Lo prove that the primitive 1
Hgton of China was the patural religion, ot
the worship of puatur Others have lu
Mgt thiut 10 was of western orlgin, o
form of horo worship carriod from the
L tks of the Chsplon sea, which is gen
erully secepted as the cradle of the Chi-
neWe riced Whatever way have been Ius
primitive form, it v now one of the nost
ntricate and arulicial of religlons,

The three ferms recognieged by tho na

tivesw of Chinn are the Buddhist, the Con

fucion and the Taolst, but in practice the
furms of those religions are so blendod
s o be prociieally indistinguishable and
nong of them has the force of o liviong
faith upon those who profess Lo belleve
In thelr dogimas,

The one active form of faith permitted

by the louws of all three of the recogniged

religlong and encouraged by the stute Is
wncestor worship,  This worship asmounts
to but veneration of a quulity higher than
I8 hknewn to the Oeeldental world, but
which, o the minds of the educated, is
ng distinet from worship as I8 the definl-

tion of the words in the mind of Buropeans,
An oxplained by an oducated Chinese resi-
dent i this country, the theory of an
vestor worship s bused upon the love and
wffection held by the father for his family.

“In wll countrios parental love I8 recog-
nlzedl by law,” suld the bellever. “In
this country a father who assiats ot the
encape of his son from the hands of jus-
tiew connot be punished, although another

In his pluce would be consldered an ae-
compllee, In  China this feoling s
slronger, Without doubt the Mongolian
raced are the frmest bellevers In a state

of future existence of any of the raves of
Lthe carth. There hns never boen o Chi-
nene gect which denled this dogma,

“Weo o believe that the patural affection
of the paurent I8 ns strong after denth as
It I8 before dissolution and that the parent

wittvhes over his chilldron and his chil
dren's  children forever. At the same
time we believe that the parent s moved

wfter death by natural Impulses and if the
children disregurd the will of the parent
he will In thme give his offspring over to
punishment, oven as he would have pun-
Ehed  them on earth for disobedience
As belleve this, we endeavor to show
the splrite of our departed ancestors that
they have oot been forgotten. For this
purpose  we hold festivals, during which
we commemorate the virtues of the de
parted, and f the words we use indicate
worship In any senge you must remoem
ber that the proctice of ancestor worship
Is older than the  Hebrew  worship of
Juhovih, and, while the Chiness langunge
I# suld to be erystalllzed, It was not always
In 6,000 yeurs even Chinese words
have slightly chinnged thelr meaning,

YA un Incentive to a lively feellng of the
renl presence of our forefathers in our
home, we have carved, from bone, or wood
or fvory, Images of our ancestors,. These
wre set up in our houses and while seated
or sianding before the hmage we endesvor
to feel as though we were in the presenco
of the departed. True, (hese flgures
not be troe images of the ancestor,
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YIN JE - CHINESE MERCURY
what of that? It simply means that our

artista have not reached a degree of pro-
flciency where they can reproduce exaet
Hkenesses. | have even seen photographle
varicatures In America And  has  noe
every American family a lot of pictures

of duparted friends which they hold price-
lessd T

“But my people belleve in good and bad
apirits, The spirits of departed ancestors
wre the guardian angels of the houschold,
They tight the evil spirits who would throw
their Influence about thelr descendants, and
oncourage the visits of the good angels.
When w man has so far forgotten his
fathiers as Lo drive thelr spirtis from his
home wo expect that he will fall victim
to all forms of apccldent and misfortune.,

“The religlons of China lmpose cleanll-
upon their followers. Even  Bud-
dhlsm has been so altered that a dirty fakir

HTRLE

recelves no pralse. Bofore sacrilicing to
ihe gods the devotee is required to bathe
several times and to devote the day be-

fore his sacriflce to purging his body and
mind of all uncleanliness,*

According to the prevalling religlons of
the country, China has one great and overs
rallog god, o belng omnipotent  and
omnlsclent, but not omulpressnt, He is
supposed to be subject to the laws of time
and space and, ap such, requlres assistants
In carrylng out his will. According to the
civil lanw of China no one is permitted to
address the supreme god except the em
peror, because this god s too busy to be
troubled with anything less imporiant than
the fate of the vmpire or the destinles of
the family of the Bon of Heaven.

Por this reason a number of inferior gods
are endowed with more or less of divine
attributes, for the purpose of hearing the
wishes of the pofple and granting such
blessings ns in thelr power to bestow, In
the language of the native quoted above,
“the supreme ruler and these lesser gods
are ke the president of the United States
sud his eabinet. There are some  things
which the eabinet officer can hear and de-
termine and some which must be submitted
to the head of all departments.”

These gods wrv often the spirits of heroes
who have become famous on earth before
their advent in the Pantheon. The last ol
them was delfled centuries ago.  When he
died his body was found upon the side of a
hil), where his carthly friends were gubided
by his spieit. 1t was then learned that has
body bad been iled with o divine spiril
and under the name which he bore an eprth
he Is worshipped.  His boage can be found

Im ull of the temples in the land He s
Quan Ku, the war g

In namibng the gods of Chion it is well
to know that cach provibee hivg n name of
s own and each religlon has s different
nanie for the same god,  The names given
here are those of the ¢ducnted Chinnman
whao  ddentifled the brongze gods of the
Flowery Kingdom pow in the bonded ware

~
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house of the United States in Omaha,
photographs of which are given.

hese imonges are those of gods of the
aceepted Buddhist form and there is a

alight diference in the orthodox figures of
the gods of the same power in the other

religlons, although the people In China
worship all Indifferently.

Of the elghteen principal gods repre-
sented In the collection the most important
Is Daw Fah, the creator, who la the oldest
ol Of a1l of the asslstants, His eyebrows
are lopg and white and he holds the ends
in his hands. Hin work 18 completed and

he spends hig time In contemplation

The wornun's god I Quen Youn, “madam
of the sand.” she who presides over all
wiste pluces As the patroness of the

home us well, husbands and wives worship
at her shrine Hefore her transition to
heaven she was the daughter of a mandarin
and beecame famous as a wife and mother,

The god with the dragon s Whi Leoung
Wong, the king of the sen. In life he was
W famous marine and Invented the com-
iss for the use of sallors,

Holding a trumpet to his ear Is Yin Je,
the Mers of the Chinese system He
Wils o leader in battle, a god-sent

ury

mighty

ILLUSTRATED BEE,

ndjutant of Quan Ku, the warrior whone
victories on earth have glven him a place

In the Chinese Pantheon At preseont he
Hstens to the petitions of the people and
lnys them bofore the most high

Must of the Chinese gods ure supposod to
have visited the earth at diferent times
bevuming Incarnate 1o tewch sotue prin
ciple or demonstrote some truth Hein
Toin, however, has always remaloned o Wis
cotestind nbode and appears to e o sort of
jupitor of the celestinl mansion. s e
thlcntes “the God of Heaven.'

The Chinese believe in salvatlon by works

nnd  that every good and evil Act s
recorded; that by the balanee shown upon
the ledger on the last day they go to thoe

reward or punlshment A god Keeps this
record, Tuen Booh In all of his hnnees
he holds @ book In his hands, upon which
wppenrs n record

In the land of the hills Fong Sing is one
of the most popular of the pods He In
Kod of the mountaing, a sort of Oriental
Saint Jullan who guides and guards the
truveler Oblutlons o Fong Sing and (o
Whi Leoung Wong are always offered by
those who leave Chloa for the land of the
liclse forelgn devils

The titular divinity of the medical profes
sion, Wah Ho, "he who heals,"
shrines among the most
Flowery Kingdom, and
tributed 1o his power.

lawe Bing and Foh nre the
thunder and lightning respectively They
rile upon the storm and are great frlends
of Suey Tsin, the raln god. It is this Suey
Tein who I8 causing most of the trouble
in Ching with the misslonaries and forelgu-
He is believed to be a very patriotie
god and a stlckler for the rights of the
memibers of the heavenly vorps According
to hix priests in porthern China he has
withheld the raln because the people are
beginning  to worshlp  the gods of the
Oceldent,  her priests gay he will make
a desert of the flelds because the products
thercof wre enriching the merchants of other
countries, According to elither theory this
kol the deportation or extermina-
tlon of the foreigners and the reconversion
or death of the native Christinns. He 18 the
prince god of the Boxer today and the mem-
bers of this brotherhood insist that he has

numbwras his
popular  fn the
iy cures are al-

Slug gods of
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KU-—GOD OF WAR
made them Invulnerable
ugninst the foreign foe.
Fong Sing Is the fourth great storm god,
he who presides over the wind, Usually he
Is n pleasant god, but he I8 often Lmposed
upon by Suey Tsin, Loe Sing and Foh Sing,

who cllmb upon his shoulders and make him

fn their fight

carry them. His efforts to shake them
off cause the torpado and the hurricane
The god of the earth s Al Dovng Wong

He has power over all organie and inorganie
life upon this globe, The anlminls are under
his espocial care and he carrles o crook with
whivh he guldes them He I8 a powerful

god, as he protects hls worshippers from
death by wilil beasts

The wsecond goddess of the Chinese
Pautheon Is Suey Weyvh, the goddess of
merey, with special care for children, for
whom she pleads with the other gods to

mlter thelr rigorous edicts In favor of those
who devote themselves to her. She (s god-
dess of the deathbed and the orthodox China-
man holds her In the highest esteem,

The great protecting god is How Tsin. He
took upon himself the form of man to teach
the beautles of a plous Hfe and Its ad-
vantages. When he ascended to heaven his
body was found upon a bleak rock and the
Imuges In his temples today are supposed to
be reproductions of his mortal form.

The points of the compass nlso have deitios
dedicated to them. The principal one, Oong
Tsin, the God of the North, holds In his
hands the lee and snow His reign s
marked with merciless  rigor and he la
worshipped through fear und not through
love

Each of the gods mentioned have seasons
set uside for thelir particular worship, but
one I8 to be worshipped at all times, He
Is H1 Suey, the god of the year, or “he who
presides over time.”

The messenger god s Dow Mon Tein. In
his image he s represented as tying the
strings of his sandal. He brings the bhless-
inga of the other to man and s
frequently accused of belng o “vcorble mes

gods

wenger,”' who fails 1o bring the blessing to

It dentination
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Told Out of Court

Lord Russell of Killowen, late ehilef
Jjustice of Englond, has left behind  him
not only sympathatic memories, but a lo
of pnecdotes, Some of his mots are going
the rounds of the press 'resuming o
his long expericnee with the lord ohief
Juntice, n correspondent venturald o sk
him only & couple of months ngo how i
aetive o Jurist spent the wearisome hours
of his frequent rallway Journeys aml his
Feply Wi

“Sometimes in reading, somotimes talk
Ing, gometimes dreaming - never smoking”

Though an  excellent  raconteur,  Lord
Nussell was not among the acknowledwed
wits of the bar. One of his mots has, how
ever, attained some celebrity

“What," asked a legal friend in a hurey

HI SUEY

GOD OF TIME,

In court one day, “Is the maximum punish.
ment for bigamy "

“A second mother-in-law,” was the reply

s
Lord Russell wis an enthusiast at the
game of whist, An amusing story is told
of him apropos of this weakness, His
lordship was o guest at one of the Satur-
iy night dinoers of the Savage club and
after the dinner, in accordance with
tom, there wiao an impromptu performanee
by members, One of well known
conjurer, on belng  called on solemnly
crossed the room, stoosd in front of the
lord chief justice and invited him to a
gome of nap. There was genvral laughter
Suvuges had heard whispers of his lord
ship's delight in but the guest of
the eveniog nodded a grave head and piocked
up the hand which had been dealt to him,
after he had shufMed and cut the cards.

“1 go nap,”" he sald, and he led the ace,
King, queen and koave of clubs, to which
his  adversary followed sull Then he
played  the nine, on  which the other
promptly pluced the ten

“The law Is powerless
apges,”  sald the lord cohief
begged for a comic song

Cus-

these, a

cards

Bav-
and

AMoONg
Justice,

There waus 4 lull In the
reports the Detrolt Free Press, and
the lanwyers were telling storles while
away the time. This I8 the story that one
of them told

“When 1 look back at it now
in admiration of wy own perve. But, after
all, there I8 o good deal of Liuff that BOes
o make up this struggle for existence that
wet call Ufe, 1 am afrald that if we come
down to a close analyvels we will find that
W are trying to the Impression
thut we are of nore lmportianee than we
really are

My first came after many
divys of weary walting One day when 1
hid about given up all hope of ever getting
a cllent 1 was sitting In my office gazing
absently out of the window and wondering
I 1 had pot made a mistake by pnot making

court proceed-
mnes,

Lo

I nm lost

create

CASY 1o me

a farmer of myself, a8 my father wanted
me to do. From where | sat 1 could see
the office of the only other luwyer g the

place, an old man who had o firm hold of
all the law business In the town and evi-
dently proposed to keep It

"While 1 sat there thinking what o hard
world this Is T saw a well known oitizen
of the town leave the old man's offce It
was very evident that he woas mad and
when he charged across the streot in the
direction of my oMee my heart lenped into
mouth

my Hastily throwing every legal
looking paper that 1 possessed on the desk
before me 1 burled my nose in them and

the party had to speak to me three times
before T heard him

Py through with that old tool

IWCTroRs
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the street,” he roared, when 1 looked up
at Just, 'and 1 want you

Excuse me,” 1 broke in I wm wvery
tusy—call tomorrow—no, 'HE he busy then

let's see, eall a week from today st 3
a'clock, Good morning!’

“When he left | broke out into a cold
st at my own audaclty and for the [ife
of me 1 couldn't remember whether he had
promised to call or not. But he did, and
netther one of us had cause to regret b

CUEN YOUN—MADAM OF THIE SAND.

afterward. It was a cold blulf and it won
cut. But T wouldo't dare do It agaln under
the sume conditions,

Short and Pointed

There is a little settlement of New
lampshire people in Kiowa county, Colo-
rado Among other things they brought
with them the New Hampshire aversion to
using any more words In conversation than
are absolutely necessary. Two of them
met on the road recently and indulged (o
the following dialogue:

“Mornin', 8i."

“Mornin’, Josh."

“Whut'd you give your horse for botg?"®

“Turpentine

“Mornin®."

“Mornin®."

A few days later the men met agaln and
here's the way a hard luck story was told
in mighty tew words:

“"Mornin®, BL"

“Mornin’, Josh."

"What'd you say you
for bots?"

“Turpentine.'

“Killed mine.”

"“"Mine, too."

“Mornin*."

“Mornin®.”

A Mighty Rich Man

A writer In the Outlook deseribes a ride
he onee took with an old farmer in a New
England villuge, during which some of the
men of  the pelghborhood ecame under
eriticlsm,  “Speaking of a prominent man
in the village, I =aid: ‘He {8 a man of
means ™ *Well, sir,' the farmer replied
‘he hasn't got much money, but he's mighty

gave your horse

rieh”  He has a great deal of land, then?
I asked. *No, sir, he hasn't got much land,
elther, but he I8 mighty rich.' The old

farmer, with a pleased smile, observed my
puzzled look for a moment, and then ex-
plained: ‘You see, he hasn't got much
money, and he hasn't got much land, but
still he Is rich, because he never went to
bed owing any man a cent in all his lite
He lives as well as he wants to llve, and
he pays as he goes; he doesn't owe any-
thing and he Isn't afrald of anybody; he
tells every man the truth, and does his
duty by himself, his family and his nelgh-
bors; his word Is as good as his bond, and

every man, woman and child in the town
looks up to him and respects him. No,
alr, he hesn't got much land, but he's a

mighty rich man, because lie's got all he
wants,'*

Holds the Record

Pittsburg Chronicle Telegraph “Your
Majesty, Sunshine of the Universe.' sald
the Mandarin of Nineteen Buttonholes, as
he proftented himsell before the cluperor
of China, “a bunch of pewspapers has
reached your temporary eapital. Will you
delgn to hear the of the outside
world ™

“What the chief Htem of Interest®”
wsked the monarch languldly, *Are Eu-
rope and Americn sending more troops Lo
the Flowery Kingdom "

“They are, O Royal Sunflower,” replied
the courtier.  “Another item that may In-
terest you,” Ralubow of the Orlent, s the
news thit the king of Italy has been as-
sassinated.'”

"Has he ™ replied Kwang 8o, with & deep
show of interest. “8ti11.** he added, though

News

I8

speaking in a modest manner, I helleve
that I hold the recard in the monarch
mortuary lne*




