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The lowa idea of 1004 was very much
lke the Ohio {dea of the 80's—an irides-
cent dream.

———

With two markets under his supervi-
glon the Omaha market maeter will have
bis bands full.

For a town which has been reported
to have fallen twice Port Arthor Is
standing firmly.

—_—— e ———
Regardloss of the measures proposed
Nebraska will vote one “Aye” on all
motions at Chicago.

—n

It Alexieff and Kouropatkin aré really
in conflict Japan may help its enemy by
mtum'_ ona of the leaders.

The spdden awakening of the love of
freedom in the heart of Web Davis may
be X for when the Boer general
goes ‘court.

From the expressions of some of the
local democrats Mr. Bryan may get an
impression that Omaha s now a part of
“the ememy’s country.”

S ———

The repalr of aspbalt pavements {s,
aftér all, only a temporary makeshift.
When an asphalt pavement {a worn out,
the street shounld be repaved.

—————

Omaha people will not be surprised at
lively political sesalons of the Woman's
Federation so long as there is someone
named Denfson at the head of affalrs.

—

With s0 many conventions meeting
this wosk it will not be long untill we
will all know “who to holler for,” unless
perchance we may happen to live in
Llvols,
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two weeks the milltary experts at St
Petersburg have decided to put the Lel-
ligerent armies thete by the use of war
balloons,

e —
It would appear from the reports that
there was something of a distribution
funds during the last Denver elec-
and the supreme court will be
aeked to pass upon the resul’

Methodlsts to consolidate the
different branches of the book concern,
but do not know who should be let out,
and none of the employes is willingly
realgning 14 the Interests of economy.
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The latest report Is o the effect that
distressed Armenians are in Mush. This
is the first intimation that Turkey had

ed weal Into the bot water in which
it has kept the Armenlans for some time.

emmm————
‘When the Frank E. Moores No. § Met-
fire engine rolls through the
of Opaba It will have about the
effect upon the Fontanells club
a8 a red rag waved In front of a

St———
elations at BL. Louls regarding the
n exhibit would indicate that
publie scandals are not confined to the
United Btates, but the atmosphere at
Bt. Louls may have had something to
with it

: S —
Jdaylog touchgd Gurdon W. Wattles
for haif a thousand the junlor Yellow
I8 beginning to cultivate the Wattles
18g for senatorial ambition with the dis-
creet provise, “If Benator Millard does
not desire re-election.”

&

———

" From the election returns it would
hardly seem possible that there are
enough pepublicans In the state of Ar-
kausas to form two factions, but proba-
bly republican votes are counted In thelr
conventions If not in elections

It seems that England can easily find
*a fow rabid barbariabs™ 1o fight where-
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RAILROAD TAXES Pl MILE.

The milroad tax agents and raliroad
attorneys have for years insisted that
the ralironds pay more tazes in Ne-
braska than they do In other states
Bulletin No, 8, lssued under authority
of the rallroads of Nebraska In 1903,
attempted to Institute comparisons be-
tween rallroad taxatlon in Nebraska
and seven other states, selectad so a8 to
convey thie linpression that the rallronds
of Nebraska fare much worse than do
the rallroads in those states, and the
ussertion was made that the avernge
tax per mile in five states Is $163.60,
while the avernge tax pald by railroads
per mile in Nebraska is §108.86.

In order that the state board of tax-
ation may not be deceived by the jum-
hnndled fgures of thae rallroad tax
agents, attentlon ls respectfully called
to the Iatest anuunl report of the Inter-
ginte Commeree commission, published
December 15, 1008, pages 27, 28 and 20,
showing taxes per mile of the raliways
of the United States by etates aund ter
ritories and the aggregate amount of
taxes pald In each state for the year
ending June 30, 1002, Those tables show
the aggregate tnxes per mile paid by the
rullroads In:

Massachusetta .....
Connecticut
Rhode Island..
Now Jorseyicer icerssrnnsss
New York...... . wes
Distriet ot Lolumbl.l.......
Indiana ...
Iool® ...ccvvneve
Peonsylvania ..............
T e —
New l!unmhira
Delawnre
KONTUCRY .civvivsisinsarnnis
Maryland ....
Colorado .....
Wisconsin ....
Minnesota ........
Loulslana ...
California .....coeonees
Idaho
Nebrask@h ..ccovvevovive
Average for nll the states and terri-
tories, $274 per mile,
The aggregate amount of taxes paid
by the railronds in these states In the
year 1902 was as follows:
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Amount

No. of

Miles. of Tnxes.
New TorE...cisssesesncsncien ’.l“ ﬂ.mw
Ilinols ......oonne +».10,672 45688, 422
Pennsylvania vou s 10,167 4.837.160
OB Loionssvany vavisevimbsnirs LD 3,120,030
Massachupetts ....c.oeopee. 5,088 2,025,508
INAIRNA o.ciissinenrenrssnnse 5588 2.65,21
EKADBRE .icicicsaisivaisnicens 8T8 2,106,086
MInNesotA .ivserssscansssness 1,008 2 J62.490
WISoonsIN .iviesrvsroncsnnass 6,008 1,710,576
New Jorsey..cccoierieraseess S104 1,680,688
MISSourl s.oscvisciisnnsnieas 1,728 1,402,107
Callfornla ivevnvsescnnnencss 5,402 1,887,011
Colorado ...scerrsrsesssnress hT18 1,080,828
NOLragks «..ocovssivaniniens 5,788 1,168,682

It Is a matter of notorlgty that In
pearly every state in the union, except-
Ing Nebraska, the nassessments were
materially ralked In 1903 and the diver-
gence between the tax rate per mile and
the aggregate amount of taxes pald in
Nebraska and the other states is more
striking. The state of Michigan changed
its tax system from a percegguge on
m receipts to ad valorem, or value
of the propertles, based on stocks and
bonds and earnings, and the tax ievied
for 1908 was ralsed from £1.000,444 to
$8,400,000. In the state of Minnesota
the tax for 1003 will exceed §2,200,000,
as ngalnst $1,752403 In 1002, In Mlis-
sourl there was an Increase In the as-
sessment of railroads and other corpora-
tlons over the preceding yenr of 88254,-
284,08, or very nearly 10 per cent. In
Wisconsin, Kentucky, Montana, North
and Bouth Dakota, Iown, Kansas and, In
fact, practically all the transmississlppl
states, the nsgessments for 1008 -were
ralsed anywhere from 10 to 5O per
cent, while Nebraska actually reduced
the aggregate of rallroad taxation on the
mileage basls.
It should also Be borne in mind that
the sggregate taxes paid by the rafl-
ronds In Nebraska Include not merely
the raliroads proper, but vast tracts of
land outside of the right-of-way and
terminals.
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THE DEMUOUKATIC SITUATION.

No one ean predict with cortuinty who
will receive tlie nomination of the Bt
Louis conventlon. It may not go to any
one of the men who now aspire to It
and In whose bebalf delegates have been
chosen. Judge Parker s now in the
lead and in gecuring an Instiucted dele-
gatlon from Indlana made what ap-
pearad to be n mosi lmportant accesslon
to his strength, but It is understood that
the Indiann delegates do not fpel that
they are required to stand by the New
York man to the last, one of them being
credited with the statement that should
conditions change at 8t. Louls the dele-
gatlon would “reserve the right to vote
for the best interests of the demoeratic
party.” There I8 no absolute arsurance,
therefore, that the vote of Indiana will
go to Parker after the first ballot, should
he fall of nomination on that ballot.
The man who gets the nominatlon
must ‘receive not lesy than 067 votes, or
a two-thirds majority of the conventlon
and at this time the friends of Judge
Parker are able to count up only 426
votes for him and some of these are
from states which have not as yet taken
formal action, but whose determination
to Instruct for Porker has Leen repeat-
edly announced by the leaders who are
in control of the loenl organizations. It
Is at least possible that the count thus
made may prove disappointing. There
aeme to bée no very serlous consideris
tlon given by the democratic leadors to
the Hearst movement, yet the managers
of the boom mre as nctive as ever and
profess to be quite confident of earry-
Ing off the prise. There has already
been a vast snm of money expended on
this movement and undoubiedly the
supply of Hearst cash at 8t, Louls will
be abundant. Gorman and Olney ap-
pear to have been dropped out of con-
sidemmtion and there is noted a Aisposi-
tion to revive the Cleveland boom. It s
stated that this Is discussed anew In
the inner olrcles In  Washiogton and
New York, some of the politicians be-

|l Do sotaated st B¢ Louis dpiwith
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fstanding the lmmense obstacies that
seem to loom io the way. There ls sald
to be n general conviction that the ex-
president wants the nomination, what
ever he may have sald. Joseph W. Folk,
the prosecutor of Bt. Louls boodlers, is
talked of as a possibility. Mr. Folk will
be nominated next month for governor
of Missourl and this will possibly give
him some prestige in the national con-
vention, though the fact that be will
not be of presidential age until next
October 18 unfavorable to him.

There will be opportunities at 8t. Louls
for combinations and undoubtedly some
will be made. What the situation now
¢learly Indicates is that the democratic
national convention will be one of the
livelleat and most interesting In the
party’'s history.

L ]
BELPFUL TU CUBHA.

The reciprocity treaty with Cuba 18

proving beipful to the Iglund republic
It went Into effect at the beginning of
the present year and in the ensuing
three months our imports from the island
nearly doubled in value, while our ex-
ports to Cubsa were somewhat Increased,
though In nothing llke the degree of the
lmports. There was a gain in the ex-
portation to the island of mgricultural
implements, flour, cotton, ecloth, loco-
motives, leather, oil, lumber, furniture
and some other articles. Our exports
however, were in value but little more
than one-fourth of the imports and this
can hardly be regarded ns satlsfactory.
It was reasonmbly expectsd that under
the treaty Cuba would buy about every-
thing she needed from Amerlean mer
chants and manufacturers, but obviously
this Is not being done and the slight in-
crease In our exports to the island must
be regarded as indleating tbat the ar-
rangement {8 not as yet reciprocal in
its operation and s not interfering to
any material extent with the trade of
forelgn countried with Cuba. An in-
crease in our exports to the island of a
little more than $§1,000,000 during three
months concluglvely shows that Cuba 1s
buying almost pe exten=ively as before
the treaty from other countries than the
United Btates.
This is somewhat disappointing. Tt
wis persietently urged by the supporters
of the treaty that it would have the
effect to very largely increase our ex-
ports to the lsland at oneca. It has not
done so according to the flgures at hand,
but perhaps later statistics will make a
better ehowing. so that it should not ba
hastily concluded that the reciprocity ar-
rangement 18 a fallure so far as this
eountry 18 concerned. It is certalnly prov-
Ing a great benefit to Cuba, as shown by
the fact that in the first three months of
its operation our Imports from the Island
increased from $11,048,587 to $23,217,180,
nearly all of it, of course, beéing sugar.

THE CLEVBLAND BUND BALES.
We have already referred to the state-
ment of Mr Cleveland In regard to the
sale of bonds (6 his second adudinistra-
tiou for the purpose of replenishing and
maintaining the gold reserve, which had
been depleted by the redemwtion of the
legal tender notes. In that statement
the ex-president attempted to justify the
course pursued In disposing of the bonds
at private sale, asserting that this was
necessary under the circumstances,
Another contribution to this interest-
ing part of our financlial history is made
by Benator Elkins of West Virginla, who
points out some faets which Mr. Cleve-
land fafled to remember or ‘ntentlonally
Ignored. It appears that Mr. Elkins In-
troduced in the senate a resolution pro-
viding that no bonds of the government
should be sold at private sale or under
private econtract “and In ease of any sale
of bonds under existing laws the same
shall be made only after due advertise-
ment of such sale and proposals invited,
and' then only to the highest bidder."”
That resolution was not acted upon, but
there was an extended debate on it and
Mr. Elkins says the facts as then de-
veloped do not bear out the clifm made
that the private sale of the bonds to a
,yndlmto of bankers, of which J. Pler.
pont Morgan was the head, was neces-
gary. The West Virginia senator fs
quoted ns saylog: “The facts were that
Mr. Cleveland had disposed of $62,000,-
000 of 4 per cent bonds at 106% at pri-
vate sale when the same bonds were
selling on the market for 115 and up-
wanl. According to the papers, It was
charged at the time that Mr. Morgan
made £1,000,000 out of the contract. It
was sald be came over to Washington,
closed up the deal in ope night and went
back to New York. The inargin of
profit on the deal, It wns charged, was
approximately #$6,000000, which was
divided among the other bankers who
were to supply the gold, In the face of
that and offers to buy the bonds at
prices far In excess of what had been
renllzed nt the private sale of $62,000,-
000, preparatlong were going forward
for another private sale of $100,000,000."
It seems evident from this that Mr.
Cleveland's statement of the loan nego-
tiations during his second adminlstra-
tlon did pot state all the facts in the
situntion and those that were ignored
are Iy no means the least Important,
gince they show that the Cleveland ad-
ministration obtained much less for the
bonda sgold than It could have done and
fhat what should have gone to the na-
tlonal treasury went to the syndicate
of bankers with which the sale of the
bonds was negotlated. It Is true, as
stated by Mr, Cleveland, that there was
an emergency which npeeded to be
promptly met. but there ia no doubt that
Benator Elking Is right in the opinlon
that there would have been no delay in
disposing of the bonda at public male
and with very material advantage to
the government. This is shown by the
fact thet & subsequent offer of bonds st
public sale was entirely sucoessful,
heing subscribed six times over st a
much better price than the syndicate
pald for the earller lssne. “Mr. Oleve.
Innd"” remarked the West Virginia sena-
tor, “saved the eouniry from a sliver

basis, but he could have done It without

seiling bonds at private sale at mtes
which meant a great loss and an un-
necessary loss to the government.”

T Ee——

There bave been so many pipe dreams
In connectlon with electrle tramway
projecta headed toward Omaha that a
good many people have become some-
what Incredulons, and they have a right
to be. It I8 snnounced, for example,
that the electrical Interurban rallroad
with which our late Postmaster Crowe
figures so prominently I8 to become
a link of the projected gystem projected
to connect the four packing points of
floux Clity, Omaha, St. Joseph and
Kansas Clty, In which the Armour and
Swift Interests are potential factors
It s announced that Armour not only
controls the etock yards at South Omahn,
biut also is largely Interested in the
Omaba & Councll Bluffs Street Rall-
wny company, while in Bloux City the
Armour and Swift interests not only
own the street car system, but control
the Bloux City Btock Yards company,
and the Swift estate has large holdings
algo in the company which owns the
combination bridge across the Missour|
river at Bloux City. This line of spec
nintion concerning the projected Sloux
City, Omaha, 8t. Joseph & Kansas City
State Electrle road would be gratifying
to the people of all the towns on the line
{f it had any basis, But Mr. J. Ogden
Armour bhas pronounced this report, as
well as the report that he proposed to
Invest a large amount of money in the
Fremont power canal, purely fiction fab-
ricated out of whaole cloth.

The suppression of the tceket scalper
fs not a very easy task. An Injunection
Iesued last week against the ticket
gcalpers of Chicago by Judge lKohlsaat
of the United States district court has
proved practically worthless because of
the clause in his order reading *“But
nothing in this order shall be construed
as preventing the brokers from selling
any tickets purchased by them from
the railroads.” That clause was In-
gserted in the order of the court by
agreement of the attorneys for the Mich-
Igan Central and the Baltimore & Obllo
railroads for the Lenefit of the business
men anxious to have the rallronds grant
stop-overs at Chicago on Bt. Louls fair
tlckets. But the clause, apparently in
the interest of the Chileago business men,
is pronounced by competent lawyers a
loophole through which & coaeh and
four might be driven because the scalp-
ers make It a practice to purchnse tick-
ets direct from authorized agents of the
rillroads. As a matter of fact, the rail-
roads could have suppressed the ticket
scalpers long ago were It not for thelr
anxiety to use the scalper in selling
cut rate transportation, very muech on
the same plan as pawnbrokers sell new
watches and Jewelry under the pretext
that they are pawned goods.

e —

Having slgoed a pledge to support
the elndidute for;"mnkreu who received
a majority o yotes ecast at the
primary election, the anti-machine del-
egates to the congresslonal convention
dre in honor and duty bound to cast
thelr votes for . J, Oornish, who re-
ceived more than 3,000 out of the 4,600
votes polled at the late primary. The
question Is, will they stand by their
pledge?

“Every decent man in Denver is sup-
porting Springer” wus a statement made
there during the recent city campalgn.
As his opponent wus successful on the
faee of the returns by 3,000 majority,
the status of Denver's population Is
known by confession. It doesn't pay to
blackwash for political effect.

The Man Who Does Things,
Minneapolis Journal,

Beoretary Cortelyou 18 now talked of
as the probable chalrman of the republican
national committee. The cholee will be &
wise one. Cortelyou is & man who does
things,

A Tremendous Advantage,
Chicago Chronicle.

@General Kouropatkin bas one great ad-
vantage over his nggressive foe. He has
8,000 milea of open country back of him in
which to retreat, and it begins to look as
if he were golng o need It all.

Same Old Tune,
New York World.
Englishmen say that Hussia has been
“found out’" and tbut its defeats will keep
it qulet for the next Afty years. That (s
what & good many people wers saying In
Purope aboul England when the Boers
were muking things so uncomfortable for
it four years ago.

Pride Shapes Opinion.
Springfeld Republican,

Our army and navy ofMcers statloned In
Washington divide In & eingular way con-
corning the probable outcome of the war,
The naval officers pick the “Japs" as sure
winners, while the army officers are qguite
as sure that tha Russlans will be trium-
phant In the end. The only discernibla rea-
son for suoh a cléavage of opinion Is that
the naval men are biased In favor of tho
stronger naval pawer, while the army ofi-
cers hops to wes the land power succesd
against the naval power. Professional pride
evidently Is at stake.

Aw the Scene Shifis,
Philadelphin Inquirer,

Harbin and Dalny, says Count Casalni, in
& magusine article written before the Japa-
nese had done anything on land, “cost Rus-
sis more than $300,000,000; to have sban-
doned them In the face of the menacing at-
titude of the ambitious and daring nation
would have been an act of stupendous folly
that would have made Russia not only the
laughing stock, but the cbject of the soorn-
ful pity of the whole civilized world." But
Count Cassinl did not know of Kourepat-
kin's withdrawal strotegy then,

living Ahead of FPay Day.
Bogton Herald,

Of all the weaknesses that man ls heir
to none is mors universal than the deficit
hablt, and few are as capable of adding
to the discomforts of life. Not only Is the
deficit a problem In Wfe of the workingman,
but men in high positions—government egm-
ployes who have generous salaries—are for-
ever living with a deficht staring them in
the face. They do pot spend more than
they mnke, but they simply spend It before
they recelve it, Man sesms naturally to
fall fnto the habit of living & wesk—If he
in pald by the week—or & month—if he is
pild by the month—ihead of hisn means,
He s very unnecessarily alwuyes pinchied
for cash, and whether it be his grocer or
baker or the varous men with whom he
dsals, he must endegver 0 gob secommods-

tons unll pay day.

BITS OF WASHINGTON LIFE.

HMinor Scenes and Incidents Sketched
On the Spot.

A dispatch to the Chicago Record-Horald
#nys that with the payment to ths United
Btates troasury May 25 of £10,000,000 under
Becrotary Bhaw's third call on the deposi-
tory banks and the payment of the remaln-
Ing 30000000 to ths Republic of Panama,
which will be made whenever that republlo
is ready 1o receive the money, the transac-
tions connected with the Panuma canai
payments will be closed, so far as this gov-
ermment Is concerned,

The avallable cash balance, which stood
at the Arst of the year st 220,874,585, has
been reduced to 31757148 This deciine of
more than §50,000,000 in the avallable funds
of the treasury |s made up of the $40,000,000
pald to the French Canal company, the
§1,000,000 nirsady pald to Panama, the §#.6%,-
0% advanced as a joan to the Bt. Louls ex-
pogition and a large number of deflcloncy
appropristions made by the recent sesslon
of congreas,

The remiining Jpayment of $6,000,000 1o be
made to Panama and various deficlency
Payments still remaining probably will

carry the available cash balance down to
$166,000,000 In June.

A little square box perforated with alr-
boles and addressed =o llegibly that even
the experta of the Postotfics depagtment
couldn’t make out the scrawl was sent to
the dead letter office the other day. One
of the clerks In the office opened the pack-
age and found Inslde & cocoon, somewhat
similar to that ccoupled by a silk worm.

With the assistance of the radiator next
his desk he hatched out the chrysalls into
A& big and beautiful butterfly. It was such
A remarkables specimen, having wings eight
Inches across and of nearly all the hues of
the rainbow, that he took It to the national
mussum to add 1o the exhibit there,

After the insect had been chloroformed
the expert on butterfiles searched In every
volume devoted to the subject In an en-
deavor to determine to whut spocies tha
butterfly belonged. He hasn't found out
yetl, and the prospects are that he won't.

Meantime, the sclentists of the museum
are wondering where the cocoon came from
and where It was golng, s the postmark
on the package was, oddly enough, alse in-
decipherable. They belleve that the spect-
men 18 very valuable.

The clerk who hatched out the chrysalis
Is wondering where he comes in, and when
the museum authorities offered to let him
name the new discovery he suggested
“DeadletteroMoecbughatohedowmtbyradiator. '
The museum experts declined the sugges-
ton and the naming of the (nskect has been
deferred pending further investigation.

The counterfelting of pennies is one of
the government annoyances. This busl-
ness would hardly seem elthér profitable
or attructlive to eriminal talent, but in
ons month 10,35 bad pennles were found
in the New York subtreasury, evidence
that eome colners have directed their
Attention to It. The manufacture of &
penny costs the government % of a cent.
The counterfeiter does {t as cheaply, or at
& lttle lower figure. Almost any copper
disk of the proper slse will pass muster, so
that the imitation of this coin is easler and
the passing of It attended with Jess risk
than muking and “shoving the gueer” In
larger denominations, But penny counter-
felting has its drawbacks to the criminal of
smaller returns and the penalty attachad
I8 just as heavy If he Is convicted. The
government does & big business In pennies
in the east, but has much less de-
mand for them from the west. Over 1,-
00,000 l-cent pleces are ported out In an
Average year In the New York subtreas-
ury. One man will count ®,000 & day,
throwing out the bad ones. One day's
record of bad coppers discovered by one
handier of cents was 1,250,

To one Inclined to be merry fun may be
found In almost every sphere of human life.
A writer tells some amusing stories of in-
stances of veterans applylng for pensions
on account of physical disabllities. The
c¢ase 18 well authenticated of & man drawing
a pension for deafness Incurred In the ser-
vice when hiy playmates remembered that
this infirmity was so pronounced in boy-
hood that he always sat In the front seat
at school and was even oalled "Deafie.'"
Of course, no one can say that this in-
Nrmity may not have been greatly accent-
uated by war service.

The story of & man who applied for n pen-
slon for injurics recelved by “taking fright
ot a false nlarm' has become classical, In
the old gulf states, where colored veterans
and a fow northern peopla are about the
only federal pensionars, the desire to get
at the federal treasury Is no less strong.

“I had a man come (o me,' relates an
Alsbamian, “to say that he wanted to goet
a general law penslon for Injuries really re-
colved from belng thrown out of n buggy
at Racine, Wis,, ten years after the war.
He acknowledged that the procedure was
not quite regular, but he Jjustified his
course by saying that it was only a ques-
tion of time when every union soldier
would get a penslon and as he might not
live to sea that day Mimeself he wanted to
take time by the forelock by getting his
share now."

Every town has its jokes of that port.
This {s one of the pronounced evils of a
system of payment based on disabilities,
from which a stralght service pension sys-
tem would give a welcome rellef, At Jeast
it would greatly reduce the evil, Thers Is
& true story of a man who drew a pension
for total dexfness on the certificate of an
exumining board and was dizcoveresd Iv
charge of u telephone Instrument, Ong
mon who wae o pensloner on the score of
total blindness was found reading news-
papers: and doing cabinet work; another
man, officiaily certified blind by the United
Btates government, was encountered in a
Jjewelry shop engaged In dellcate mechan-
Ieal tasks with a magnlfying glass stuck
in his eye. A man drawing 72 0 month
because *he required the regulsr ald and
nitendance of another person,” on aceount
of his disabilities, was scen Industriously
palnting the slde of a four-story wure-
house, having drawn himeelf up on &
twenty=-foot ladder, handling both the ropes
without asalstance. While these casen are,
of course, excaptional, thelr exivtence even
In rare instances s proof of defects In the
medical examination system.

After July 1 the Treasury department
will refuse to redecm unused Internal reve-
nue stamps that wero sold for the pur-
poss of ennhling the government to carry
on the war with Spain. Commlissioner of
Internal Revenue Yerkes is lesuing notices
to collectors to ndvise holders of thoss
stamps to hurry up and fle their claims
for redemption, as they will be worthiess
after ‘the lapse of a few more woeks,

It ia Agured that Uncle Bam will nave a
neat sum of money with the expiration of
the redemption limit. Hundreds, and prob-
ably thousands of persons all over the
gountry have small quantities of revenue
stamps In their possession. Kither through
carclessnces or beonuse they Jack the
smount required for redemption they have
mads no effort to secure reimbursement
for the worthless stamps.

In order not to be swamped with elaima
the department refused to redeem less than
82 worth of stamps. A ruther sharp speec-
ulator decided to take advantage of this
Hmitation and set about buying up all the
stamps he could find from people who had
jess than & worth, ke obtained & large
stock at reduced prices and Aled them with
the department with a clalm at face valus,
He rgcelysd & shook when informed that

greatest culinary

government offlosr who sald them orig-
Inally. This course was sdopted In all
cases, 80 as to protect the government
from losses In redeeming counterfeita
About 8,000,000 worth of revenues stamps
have been taken up by the government to
date, This doocs not Include claims for
about §600,000 worth of stampa that are how
pending, A

“Raters" in the pension office have the
most hazardous employment in ths govern-
ment servios, for Iif continued on the work
for more than & year or two they become
Insane. Many of these clerks have beon
sent to the government hospital for the
Insane, and it is seldom that any of them
are discharged as cured,

A “rater” ls the government's check on a
pension case, After all the officlals have
passed on the claim, and jJust before the
certificate in issued to the pensioner, the
case |8 referred to the “‘rater" in the cer-
tificate division, It is the duty of the
“rater” thoroughly to examine into every
detail of the claim. He must see that the
pension is to begin at the proper time, with
the various ratings allowed; that no over.
payment I8 made (In cases of everpayment
the pension office has no redress, as It is
Impossible to recover from a pensioner).
The “rater” must also see to It that the
pensioner ls not underpald.

It is the momotony of this work that
drivea the "raters” insane. BEvery day in
the year it 1s the same thing over and over
ngain. First the applicant's declaration is
read for any errors of fact; then the
adjutant general's statement of his record,
the surgeon's certificates, the afMdavits of
comrades, pelghbors and friends, and,
finally, all the appeals. Thesas never vary.
They are always couched In the same lan-
gunge.

From 9 in the morning until 4§ in the
afternvon the “rater’ witdé at his desk,
poring over these clnima,

WHEN WILL BRYAN SPEAKT
Fointa the Way—=WiIill
Colonel Follow'?
Cleveland Plain Dealer (Dem.).
Mr. Willlam R. Hearst announces that he
has no intentlon of boliing ths party If
hg shall be defeated for the nomination
for president in St. Louls. On the other
hand he is making the fight wholly within
purty lines and will not only ablde by the
decision of the convention but nlso heart-
{ly support the convention's nomnines,
It cannot be sald that there has been
any particular apprehension on this point
In demoeratic clireles, hut it 1s well enough
to have the matter clesr wup. Hearst,
then, will not sulky,; will not start a third
party and will do his utmest to secure
victory for the Bt, Louls candidate, even
If that involyes, &8s it probably will, some
suncrifice of his widely heralded convie-
tions. But genulne !mportance would at-
tach to & similar declaration from
Bryan, and that gentleman peraistently
refuses to deny that he cherishes & urpose
which Hearst has repudiated. Thore s
every prospact that Bryan's platform
and candidate, whoever he may be, will
find small favor st 8t Louls, Shall this
prova to be the ecase what will Bryan
do? Does he stll concelve himself perpet-
ual dictator? Hearst bas dons well
thus frankly to declars himself, It is tme
for Bryuan to speak up.

Hearst the

PERSONAL NOTES.

W. J. H. Murrat, & machinist of Los
Angeles, Cal,, claims the throne of Naples
o8 & descendant of Joschim Murat
Paul Loubet, eldest son of the president
of the French republie, has just accspted
a 3400 a year clerkshlp in the Bank of
Franoce.
Announcement s made of tha appearance
of Senator Depew's latest joke, The coun-
try would not take It 80 hard §f Mr. Depew
would extend assurances that it s aleo his
last joke.
Tdeutenant General Nelson Al uuu has
aecepted the invitation of Hannibal Hamlin
post, Grand Army of the Republie, of Ban-
gor, Me., to dellver the orallon before the
unlon veterans of that eily on Memorial
day.
J. Fraunk Hanly, the republican nomines
for governor of Indiana, began work In
lite as & digger of ditches for tiles, and
studied while he dug, becams & lawyer
and worked his way to the front rapk in
his party.
Benlor Don Emliilo de Ojeda, the Spanish
minister, who has just returned to Wash-
inglon from a five monthe' visit to his old
home in Madrld, suys that the Spanish peo-
ple do not bear the slightest enmity against
America, and that tha development of
Spain's resources Is golng on at a wondarful
rate,
James J, Hill, ploneer rullroad king of the
pnorthwent, has herculean prejudices,
Among other things he disiikea belis. Ha
owns the fluest slelghs und horses In BL,
FPaul, but no Jingling aceompanica his
pleighing. For the same reason he has
Mitle use for telephones and never uses one
when it can be avolded. Mr, Ml maln-
talng ofMicea in meveral cltiss, but none of
them is equipped with that modern con-
venleneo #0 gasential (o the avernge busi-
ness man.
What seemu an instance of almost ex-
comslve hero worship, even In the subjects
of the kalser, ia reported from Beriin, A
memorial stone ls now baing ereoted lu the
Bchorfielde, near Zehdenick, on the spot
en which the emperor stood when be killed
his 1000th stag. The stone. which welghs
pome Afty tons, boars the Inscription: “Our
most Hlustrious margrave and lord, Em-
peror Wilhelm 11, stood here on the Mih
of Beptember, Anno Dominl 1688, whoen slay-

I"' must Surnish proof of owhersilp and

fng bis 100MDh stag of twenty tnea™
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trace sach stamp or lot of stamps to the

Indispensable in making finest
breads, biscuit and cakes.

The
help of modern

times. Young housekeepers find
the beginning of their success
in cookery in its employment,
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ARE BUSINESS MEN COWWRDS?

“So Few of Them Dare to fiand
Agninast the Crowd"™
Chlcago Chroniela,

President Ellot, addreasing Bt Louls
alumnl of Harvard recently, ealled Amer-
leana cowards In that so Lew of them darsd
to stand against the crowd, He spoke with
special reference to busineas men in facing
conditions that exist among Iabor unions,

It ls easler, doubtiess, for a college presi-
dent to stand aloof and say what ought or
ought not to be done than 1o know the
entire spituation of affalrs and then to act
with discretion as well as bravery. The
theories that work admirably within the
confines of university walle often have lit-
tle application in the outer world, and es-
pecially in the business world, for which
constant training and alert wdching are
abeolutely necessary to sucoess. It s cer-
tain that no man ever geined a high posi-
tion In the commeroial world without cour-
nge to face inoumerable obstacles, enor-
mous risks and perils of which the scholas-
tics never dieamed,

The successful business man carries a
welght of sesponsibility for himselt and
others which s comparabla to that of an
able commander of A large army. He may
pause in the face of ths enemy, he may
right about face, he may letfeal or even
coma to a trace without belng gpulity of
cowardlee. The business mian =zesd not
fiy into the face of lgbor unions in order
to prove his courage or sit «Il’ over them
in order to prove hig power.

The object of tha business man {8 not to
display his valor or prove Himself a hero.
He wishes to maks tha best possibla out
of existing conditions, and many a strike
has been averted and many a  problem
solved by the cool ealculations of the keen.
sighted business man.

To the more looker-an this may sesm Wke
cowardice and the wish to aveold a fAght
To ths practical mdn of affwirs it s good
business sense nnd oum to be commended

a8 such.

WAIFS OF 'l'.' WITS,

“But, mmmnd bm
mln 'kg:'w ing shout umﬂn‘

miis

‘:Hush child. A beauty dootor dbes not
%a'\; to be a beautiful dnawr"—m.'o
ribune.

Hewlitt—Do you belleve in this theory that
mnrr\ns_sroloﬂull lire?
Jewelt—8ure; 1've known a
ministers who would hnva: :d to
if It hadn't been for wedding
Toploa.
“What Is It, alp?" n.luﬂl the wormlu
X

who had been halled b Crabley,
Adano in herl that 1 want you

1 rn aA
to fix,”" sald that gentlemuan,
“But 1 ain't a plano tuner; I'm & car-
penter.”
*1 know want you to nail the 14

down.' —Phlhdolphu Ledger.

"Fellow clllsrn:." exe the aha
haired orator, 'm'g. h\’mo our pﬂt'u':l!

pl“l" e 'al‘. a hole lot of things u
‘You've a who o to live
down first!"” yelled a red- n in _the
rudience, who umdd to know him.—Chi-
cago Tribune,
e man dn!'a wllun t ond to hi

bm ness,'’ Unecle ‘%l . Iu-
‘count on A hup o no-am.m rum

people dat ain't got dn.tldn o!s

Uon "—Washington Btar,

"'Do you conslder Buskin n great actor?™*

ﬁo.’r answersd Mr. 215 ton Barnes.
orm:n'p“k. very admirl ir of your per-

“Ruskin s not a good actor, but he s
remarkably nnn critte.”—Washington lla?

oung man, have you stopped to {
vrlu-u you wll} &0 Io?"fhltl wou dig?" -,
“Gad, no—I havent evén thought whers
0 g0 On my sumimer tmuou yet."—Puok,

Altention s e-.ll fact that no

speadter was elect

m%thmrrr.- ; ; ec 3',}: the coagress of
‘e no deman

of 'H:lh' mmuumf-—dewll:id.m:pwg-?n

Rry lnlto—AltDﬂ B, Purker? Nit!

"ml 1 can't

o candidats with such Inltinls as

Huu ry Intetlocutor—Why oa
Mlluw'fu eandidate with mc‘a lnl't‘t: ."ﬁ

o—B #¢ they stangd g’
m"ﬁu }—-{.hf::.:’o 'h'lbr ra
ﬂ‘““ Muller, on & summer's morn,

eard the toot of an auto horn.

Bhe saw the jud hirll
“Gee," eald ﬁ'mﬂ “h:r [ ;a’l‘rfnp?::'u”

Am: ut;n'en sho thought of tho sighs and
The judge had caased her all these yeurs. I
"l!o- bronkln' the law at uu.g Spesd.”
""l. h; . Ia' here's revenge for me!"
’\\?51’1:: ﬁh:&:ﬁ"g’ .n'::‘mm"l'nzn hl,‘h’ﬂm
—Claveland Leader,
MORALS AND TME MAN,

I'hllm hlnr.

1 wm a moral mah,
e T vm-nl

I am obedlent to 1
’Ihut hedge rma round

Yow
In L-ntd ln .1 I
The scont o c 'l‘ 1 soan
newn of wsr.
am u renlly

My paper lies here, d.us |
l’-’mm prulu‘ frl:u iy lnd| ltlll.lll'l:l'
*a- contradictory Imp

n my bosem bids rttm

For Tumm detalls, -mn. ot
With scent of blood: and 1 scan

The news and fAnd lho detells pnot—
Am 1 & roally motal mn;

What ravage of primeval Rind

Burvives the Wempering of ysars
That my good netire tn fielined

To dedds of bloww) and tales of tears?

d a4 1 rln wmy instincits rein
“!.n thetr full arrogahes o

oald torture

To rouse

| L
ahok not rise .|§lh|
my

How far is man above the benst

Whose Instinet bids him rend his kind?
How much han tuimn love (pere

Bave where ‘lis the law nt"l!l‘lﬂi

And you ‘hn“ ea throb I.IHI rik
At eannon n apd musket
y 4o you still
ey . -oml woul?
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