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AMER © DAHLMAN the now
Il T f Ol i= A man of 1He
penpl 1 of the palr i "
A municly sedl product of e
i chunte e far reaches atd
the limitlens wigy Chapters of  his life
might havw been { tl gos of
*The V ‘=inlan" o1 Henty Lowls
“Waoltville' staries
AR A frontler &heri® inles are told 4
Dahlman that leave o tht f h
sesnion of that fHrest guality it st
petils to men wWith m lisia fovre i
sonal bravery. He Ip & man's man,
In the democratle Melief cxtendl
dlviduals the widest range of condpel don.-
patible with socinl comflart I T Ve,
dscivon, foroe of character and DU
In his deallngs; not lncking In sympathy
with the quirks and foibl af the m -
line mind;, goenerous, open-handed and of
oongefinl  dasposition—withal a friend 1o
ba deponded upon and a foe able to protect
bimself In any emergincy
Bince the firing aru heen the symbol
of combat, man to dwellers of the
earth have ndmired him who knew how
to use his hardw dextirous=ly an with
dinpaten, It wuwee o e the same when thae
sword and the bat xe were the weapons
of the fray Dvubliess it was likeowine |n
the ern of the stone club, The ruder the
clvillzation the more intense the admirne
tion Wherever tecossity has made It ine
cumbent to safety and the charm of &
peaceful existance to he able to point your

gun at your adversary first, the gentlemun

the quivkest about |t has been a leading
cltizen. And no one has placed It of record
that he got the Jdrop on Jim Dahiman.
Thirty years ago in Nebirudkn the equipe
ment here dsasciibed was vastly more line
portant than It I= now rhe fushion of

CArrying guns s now extinet s the Antes

lope state,
S ——
Long & Resldent of the State.

Jim Dalilman came to Nebraska In 1578
It ham been a lone while sines he hax hod
& holster baltl strapped arcund his person
A8 A daily hablt. But in the daye when
1t was mest and the siyle Mr. Dahlman
carried about the moods. That he was
able to take care of himself in a highly
satlafactory degree then s no reflection
upon him today, when oonditiona have
changed. Rather it In a point attesting
to his rellanes and abllity of hand and
braln. If he wan able to nasure his future
in those days he has hud o tolerably easy
takk In the Iater perfoda.

“From cowboy to mayor of Omaha” is
the way the head writer would put it. The
tranalilon has been gradual and according
to the laws of evolution. Mr. Dahlman
had the reputation of belng o pood
cow-puncher and when he hung the
ropte and moved Into town he proved
gvod citizen of group sociology. 80 good
In fact that he became shieriff of his come
munity and mayor of two of the three Ne-
braska towns in which he his resided.

very

up
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Polities as a Side Issue,

Polltlcs for years has been an avocation
with Jim Dahiman. e has always besn
lUnked up with the demoorats. For yiArs
he haé been m member of the democratio
national committee and a warm personal
friend of Willlam Jennings Bryan. Se
good Ald Mr. Bryan feel about Mr. Dahl-
man's slection that he sent a oablegram
of congratulutions all the way from Asia
to prove It. When Bryan made his whirl-
wind oampalgns by rall throughout the
United Btates Jim Dahlman was along as
manager and adviser on the most memorn«
ble trips. For more than a decads when-
ever there was anything doing In  Ne-
braska demooracy Mr. Dahlmun has done
& percentage in arranging it and he s fully
as well known through the state as he is
in Omahna

—_——
Somn of a Frontleraman,

Mr. Dallman Is 4 years old. He was
born In Texns and his father wan a ploneer
of the southwest. The viclssitudes of n
raw ocountry were to him common routine
Hin father wont (0 DeWItt county, Texas,
when a young man, went Into the stock.
ralsing busineams and became a Inrge ranch.
man and storekeeper, Jim

Dahlman wos
the ‘oldest of three boys and four girls.
About the first things he dld after he

learned to walk was to

horse and herd cattle,

learn to ride a

When he was not
doing this he attended a little school at
Yorktown. For a few years, aa n youth,
be stayed on the family ranch and then

pulled out for himself and rommed about
Texaa for a while

He struck Nebraska i{n March, 1578. He
wis looking for Fort Sheridan. No one of
whom he Inquired seemed to know any-
thing about thé location of such s place
He had a companion named Bennett Erwin
and the two crossed the river on the lce
The two started to canvass Omaha to find
directlong how to get to Fort Bharidan
They finally encountered Fred Evans, an
old freighter, who knew the way, They
went as far an Bidpey, on the Union Pa-
elfio, and then traveled 20 milas by stage
to the Red Cloud agemcy. A blizsard was
met between Sldoey and Fort Roblnson
and threa or four days lost in pleking up
the trall. When they got Into Fort Bherl-
dan Dahiman and Erwin had $1 each,

There wera four ranches In the vicinlty
The Texans got joba on that of E B
Newman punohing cows at the regulation
wage, 5% a month. Dahlman stuck by this
ranch soveral years and developed Into
foreman of the oattle gnng. Thin was the
oornerstone of his carcer and he has pot
dropped baok since. It was not long
bafore ha flled his first semi-public ofMoe
This waa the position of brand inspecior

very

of tha Wyomiag Cattle wes

brand inspector meant belng releive of all
the controversles over stolen, mixed and
questionabla cattle and executive officer In
enforcing the rules and regulations of the
buniness. In the crude atate of soclety
then existing the position was one calling
for infinite tact and nerve. The territory
covered eastern Wyoming and western Ne.
braska Hoendgquarters were at Valentine
as long as Valentine was the terminus of

the Northwestorn rallway Later, when
the road bullt to Chadron, Dahlman, as
brand inspector, moved along with It, At

Chadron he went Iinto the government sup-
ply contracting and meat busincas

JAMES C. DAHLMAN.

it was along In 1584 that Dahlman be-
came¢ a residont of Chadron and he grew
prominent in the affalrs of the settloment
He was elected to the council notwith-
stunding the fact he was a democrat In
a republican camp. In 188 the people of
Dawes cdunty elected him sherlff so good
an opinion did they have of his charactor
and ability with the shooting iron His
administation could not have had serious
flaws, for he was re-elected twice, aithough

tha county had a normal republionn
majority of 700 votes, His own majority
at his fust election was NAity-five, but
later it was about 308 twice.

During thesa six years as sheriff Dahl-

man loomed up In the public eysa an &
sheriff, who came pretty close to being
the real thing in that line. He placed
his repute for coolness, nerve, daring and
quick gun play above Impeachment He
arréstad deaperate criminuls with about
the same certitude and calmness as a
harvesting machine mowas down oats, His
career as a peace ofMoer Includes such
incldents as leaping In between men with
knives drawn prepared to out out each
other's vitals; of taking deaperandoes al
the point of thelr own weapons when he

had overlooked bringing hia own along;
of compelling riotous and murderous
“drunks' to surrender asimply by the ex-
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{ THE DAHLMAN FAMILY HOM®R

'James C. Dahlman, Newly-Elected Democratic Mayor of Omaha

’
ercise of the eye. volce and will power;
of preventing Iynchings when it was ex-
cecdingly unprofitable to 4o so, and 8o
O,

Dahlman I# not & large msan. He is
elight in bulld and delicate of fomture
In thosne days he was wiry and strong.
howevor, and his volce then ne now could

extremely solemn warning In a4
His eyos, dark and luminous,
{riendly and engaging

CAFTY &n
narmal tone

ars usually of

MRS, DAHLMAN AND THE GIRLA
aspect, but, those who bave seen him
confronting & Btiff propaosition say they can
blaze ke o brace of portholes at the
Kutes of the inferno,

At the close of his third term s« sherlff

wis elected mayor of Chadron
second: term by

Dahlman
He war nominated
acelamation by a meeting of demo-
orate and republicans nofter a Anancial
showing had been made of his first admin-
Istration. It rfollowed that he wns re-

for a
mass

Great Fu

{Copyright, 1908 by Frank G. Carpenter.)

MONTON, May 10—(Bpecial Cor-

respondence of The Bee)—I had

a chat last night with one of the

chilef fur buyers of the North

American contipent. The wild
lands reaching from here to the Arctio
ocean and from Alaska to Hudson bay
supply the most and best furs of the warld.
The Hudson Bay company has been en-
gaged In the business for 300 years, and
It has sent out milllons upon millions of
skins to the markets of London. It had
untll & generation ago & monopoly of the
trade. Hy its charters from, King Charles
it controlled the whole country and gov-
erned It as [t pleased. Then Canada bought
its political rights to British North America
and now fur trading Is free to all.

This town of Edmonton, which les
aver 0 miles due north of the
United States boudary, Is the center of tha
new fur trade It has slght firms which
buy skins. and their purchasss agETregate
hundreds of thousands of dollars a year.
most {mportant of the traders
Is the Hudson Bay company, which has
recently erceted a depart:nent store here,
and its chlef competitor is Revillon Freres,

One of the

r Business in British North

the great Paris furriers, who have sstab-
Hshments also in New York and London,
and whoe supply skine and furs to every
market of the world.

el
Milllons In Furs.

The Revillons are At competitors of the %

Hudson Bay company. They have been en-
gaged in wholesale and retall fur trading
for 175 years, and they are now carrying
on thelr business with a capltal of 70,000,000
francs, or about 514000000, They have al-
ready established posts all over the northe
west and they are gradually bullding up a
line of stations throughout the lands which
the Hudson Bay people have always con-
widered thelr own. They have a4 central
station here at Edmonton, another at ¥rince
Albert and & third In Laprador, with 20
or 30 branch posts In active operation.
They are buying furs all along the Mac-
kengle river, up and down the shores of the
Arctle ocean, along Hudson bay and In
different parts of Labmdor, and they are,
I am told, getting a falr share of the best
akins of the continent

In addition to thia they have
opening up of the wheat bhelt, established &
greatl wholesalo and retnll department store
here and are doing busineas with the new

with the

A FUR DEFOT ON THE GREAT SLAVE LAXN

sottlers. They are in fact the Marshall
Field company of the northwest and by far
the largest wholegale denlers outside of
Winnlpeg.
—_——

Merchandialng in the New Canada.
The head of the fur establishment and
the department store s & young French-
man, Mr. Revillon. He is only about 2
years of age, but he has already bulit up
this businesa and has the sole charge of
it. It was while dining with him the other

night that we talked about the fur trade
and the wonderful growith golng on here.
8ald he:

Edmonton from New York
about four years ago. 1 had had some ex-
perience in our fur houses in Germany and
England before | went to the United Ewnles,
and the life In New York sulted me. When
I was told to go to Edmonton [ rather ob-
Jected, but now [ liks it and expect (O stay
here and bulld up this trade. It seéms to
me that Edmonton =2 one of the hest busi.
ness places on the North Amerfean conti.
nent. We started in here as fur traders, bt
our wholesale and retall merchandising has
B grown that it or nipe thnes an
blg as our business In fure. Wae are s=lling
goods as fast as we can get them. We im»
port them by and they go out
6 rapldly as they eame In. We have sold
pevern] car loads of American cotton within

*1 came to

is elght

the car lond

the past few months and have now on hand
cAr
There
retall slares In
nrarly =sil of

Inxt five years

nds of hardware and general suppllea
alt Bhundred
territory

are gether about

this immediate

seven
and
tham have the
The
plenty of

sprung up In
settlors who wre
They

kward

coming
wani

In have
best goods and are
Ing."
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money
not has
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Canada’s ¥ar Trade,

During our eonversation | asked Mr. Re-
villon 1o el how fur trading 1» carrvied
en in this part of the world: He replicd

“Nwarly all the furs sold are brought In by
the Indians and we buy or trade direct with
them wWe

me

kEnow the goods they most
prive and ship them In wagons to Atha-
basen Landing. whers they go by the dif-
ferent warerwavs (o our various poasts. Tha
Indinne bring the skins ta the pasts and
exchangs thew for the gomsds It 1= all &
matter of barter N money passes and
each fur s valued at so many skinsn. Ths

stnndard of \'-t!l-’f. usod 10 be a bheaver, every
fur being worth o beavers. This
value was creatnd by the Hudson Bay com-
pany and It '» sald that they somstimes
ol  extravagant prices for thelr goods
through the ignorance of the Indians. Ac-
eording o one sory the trader sould take
& musket and stand It on end and théa re-
quire a plle of furs high enough to reach
the top of the gun in payment for It In
that way a thousand doilars’ worth of bea-
ver skins might be gotten for a §0 gun.
That kind of trading has all passed sway
and the Indians now get & falr value for
thelr furse The skin which now furma the
suit ls werth from 8 (0 W casts, according

many

to the distance of the trading post from Ed-
monton, the rate Increasing on account of
the freight.”

—p——
Hoew the Indians Sell Faors,
“HBut does the savage understand the

o

value of his furs

“Yen, Indesd, and he understands how to
get It He is not an easy man to deal with,
and must be hondled In hin own peculinr
way., Bome of our traders visit the Indian
camps carrying boxes of goods with them
At such times they never mention trading
upon thelr srrival. The white trader telia
his Indian friends that bhe has come out to
make & friendly oall, He asks after the
health of the tribe and of sach man's wifs
and family He smokes with them and
talks about the weather and other things
for hours and hours. Indeed, a night often
passes before nny husiness s mentloned
The next duy the tmder may ank one of the
Indians If his juck has been good and 1{f he

pays yes It Is o sign that he has furs and

s willlng to tmade If he sayn no the
white man goes on smoking After & Ume
the Indlan may thaw out and pull & mink
skin from inside hisn coat and ask the
tracer what he will glve for it If the
price s right he will sell 1, but If not he
will bring forth no miere skine and the

America

business dealings are ended for that wisit,
If ho I satisfied he may pull out another
mink, gredually giving up ail he has for
sale. He has to be treated diplomatically;
he 15 sensitiye and suspicious and It lakes
akill to handls him.
Money lau Fur Trading.

Do the Indians make much money In
that way 7™

“Yen; 1 have known braves who made
B0 or 8,000 a year. The average Indlan
doea well, however, If he nets 500 or $400,
But much or little, It is all the same. These
Indlane do not knos how to Keep money.
They never conaider the future They
barter their furs for goods as soon as they
have them, and they eat up thelr supplien
as fa®t s they can. They buy the most
extruvagant things. I know an Indlan, for
instanoe, who received §1.000 for same furs
The fArst thing he did was to send 0 Que-
beg for & plano, which cost him, all told,
§1.000 was delivered. He «did not
know how to play It, and after a few days
he tore it apart to see how It worked

*When an Indinn recelves the valus of
his furs he always divides with his friends
family, He hrings his connections to-
goether and they sat untll they

before It

and

have con-

(Continued on Page Seven.)

chomen. He retired In 1394 and was depuly
state ofl Inspector "under the state ndmin-
fatration In 186 and 180 Later he was &
nocretary of the Bitate Board of Transportas
tlun two yearn He went to Lincoln In
197, but moved to Omaha In 1835 and has
singo resided here

High In Party's Coanells,

The welght Mr. Dahlman has had In the
party councils of his _state s shown by the
fact that he has been natlonal committees
man from Nebraska from 188 to UM and

Is now serving in such capocity. From 1900
to 198 he was a member of the national
executive committes of his party. Hos was

a delegate to the democratie national cone
ventlon of 1881 and was one of the delaga-
tion that escorted Bryan to Chicago in
1. He was chosen chalrman of the state
committees in 1596, and in 10 had charge
of Bryan's traln touring the sast

Mr. Dahlman was married st Union, Ta,
In 1854, to Miss Abbott, a native of Mains,
with whom he became acqualnted while
she was visiting at Pine Ridge Agency.
Two daughters complete his family, Ruth,
aged 2 years, a graduste of Monticelle
seminary at Godfrey, IiL., and Dorothy,
who ls 7 years old. Their homo Is at 2901
Hiokory street, where Mr. Dahlman owns
an attraotive and comfortable cottage.

Mr. Dahiman was one of the delegates to
the Transmissiseippi congress ut Cmaha in
186 und sssleted In toking the action thag
culminated in the Omahis exposition. He
hus boen In the live stock commisdlon bLusi
ness ln Bouth Omaha for elght yeurs and
Is now assistant manager of the Natlonal
Live Btock Commission company, a large
concern of its kKind. For severnl years hes
waa presldent and genernd manager of the
American Live Btock Commlssion company
of South Omahn

Mayor-dlect mhlman s a warm admires
of Presldent Hoosevelt and when the latter
war inaugurated formed one of the cowboy
detachment in the processton,

e —————

FORT QOODL HOFN, A FUR-TRAUDING STATION ON THE MACKEMNLLE FINIEN,
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