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TO THE VOTERS
OF THE CITY OF OMAHA

The officers of the Street Rail- During this period of ten years I am satisfied that the intelligent
way Co. will take no part in the nearly every line in the city of voters of this city want better ser-
pending election on the question of - - Omaha has been rebuilt, small cars vice and extension of our lines rather
seven fares for a quarter other than have been replaced with large mod- than reduced fares. It will be abso-
to make a plain and truthful state- ern double-truck cars, 270 cars have

lutely impossible for this company

ment to the voters through the been either built in our shops or pur-- to continue its policy of extensions
press of certain facts, which should f:hased d uring this -perlod- and placed and betterment if forced to reduce
be carefully considered by all who JNROIYIco-on Our-lines. its fares as proposed at this time.

vote on this proposition, Alltheseimprovements have been : .
i i gy _ made because the earnings of our We have on, file no less than fif-
he average cost of transporting company were such as to give it teen petitions signed by thousands
passengers on the lines of the Street credit and standing in the financial of citizens asking for extensions of
Railway Co. in Nebraska during the markets of the country, necessary to lines to be made during the present
past seven years has been 4.43 cents secure the large sums of money re- year. Nineteen improvement clubs
for each passenger. This cost in- quired. | in all parts of the city have passed
cludes operating expenses, taxes, de- During this period the wages of resolutions opposing reduction of
; preClation and lntereSt on bonds, but our men have been increased no less fares and favoring extension of lines
oy no div;tdends whatever to the stock- than four times, making a total . and betterment of service. The city
L. holders of the company. If the pro- _average increase of about 30 per of Omaha is scattered over a vast

posed rate of seven fares for 25¢ had cent. The taxes levied against the- area which requires more service
beewj!d?ce during this period of property of the Street Railway Co. from all'its public service corpora-
A5 the 'Street Railway Co,»~  have been increased fr’om :{ear‘- to tions than' the thickly populated

_ won@“- Ea‘ve lacked .86 of a cent year until at present, including the cities in the states east of us, some

- @ on every fare collected of having occupation tax paid to the City of ¢ which have adopted lower street
. | i'earned enough to pay its fixed Omz}ha, the Street Railway Co. is dat tines:
N i chanm Applying thisto the opera- paying taxes at the rate of $243- i
B B tions of the company for the past /oo Perannum. There are. some,citizens Wi are
P B | : foolish enough to, believe that exten-
. . year ending December 31, 1913, this A few years ago an occupation ions will continue to be made and the
company would ‘have lacked $408 - ROk 0300 the groesearusugs of fv(; zs of our men continue to increase
I J 96212 of having earned enough to %OmlfnYT‘;‘l’?StleVliedtby the Cityt gj evegn e el B O e
R T fixed char maha. This tax last year amoun :
s et chare oy pting (et T propse. 1 vam all who enerta
| possi
N - stockholders. The Street Railway Co. has been ble, that if the proposed reduction of
B el i able to bear all these large and in- fares is forced on this company its
ity 00.?.3 I::gc;fegsﬂ:)easstt;:t;{ezﬂ“;z creasing burdens during this period only alternative will be to curtail ex- | )
4 | ofcoiistant and intelligent expansion. and mgmtamed g cre(_ilt DILLY:; e pendltgres UR CVeRY hand, to stop'all
I B  Duringthis period the Street Railway cause it has been permitted to earn extensions and increase of service,
Co. has expended on its lines for ex- sufficient money to pay promptly all and to furnish to the people of Omaha
k- tensions and betterments the total B ehugstiaos, | Ii-the propoeed re- the kind of service that is being fur-
E of $4,474951.16, or an average of ' duced fares had been in force during nished in many other cities where
e ( abouf’ Mé 0’000 ’per B Tl this period I donot hesitate to say lower fares prevai],. I do not b'e]ieve
E [t pxtenditires have heen made that the company could not have such a condition will be conducive to
| in response to the urgent petitions of made any of these improvements nor the growth and development of our
3 improvement clubs and citizens gen- coulg it have made ARy increase in city, nor do I believe that the people
By | Tha extensions of Gur lines the wages of its employees. By ne- of Omaha want such a condition. I
- have greatly increased the value of cfssét'y (8 SONEX A pperating sincerely hope for the good of our city
: old, dilapidated out-of-date cars, over that it will not pass at the coming
. property and brought convenience to rough tracks instead of the fine first- tapbdon
@  the homes of thousands of our class service it is giving to this com- oo
b ; citizens. | munity. G. W. Wattles, President: )
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