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Billand Apps ILvp IL? lyvoii o

Arp on Suicides It is a Rdre Event Among
the Negroes.

THE COTTOH CROP

ill CDNSUMPriON

Government Report Shows
We Must Use Less.

ELSE THE LAST BALE GOES

Last Year 11,000,000 Bales of Ameri-
can Was Consumed.

THIS YEAR'S CROP IS PUT AT 10,100,000

Fzvorabie Conditions Rule Generally In A

Lines of Seasonable Trade. Best Re-

ports of Retail Trade Come From

the South and West.

(By the Associated Press.)
New York. Dec. 14. Bradstreefs to- -

morrow will sav:
preparations, are, of course, dominant in
retail business, and where this has hither-
to lagged, it has been stimulated by more
seasonable weather. Wholesale distribu
tion is limited, as natural at this period,but Western jobbers are in reeeint nf n

j fair re-ord- er business. So far the best
reports as to retail trade come from the j John M. Parker, the retiring- -

presi-We- st

and-Sout- h. In leading industries i lent of the Xew Orleans Cotton Rv- -

te last year, 2.244.430; stock at all Uni-
ted States ports. io4,45t; s;ock at all
United Siaies port? same tirre lest year.
1.1 '2. ISC ; stock at all interior towns. 723.-1- 0;

stock at all - towns same time
last year, 7S.s.20i; stock at Liverpool.
000; stock at Liverpool same time las:
year, 723,000; stock of American afloat for
Great Britain, 324,000; stock of American
afioat for Great Britain same time las'
year, 410,000.

TOTAL NET RECEIPTS.
New York. Dec. 14. The following ere

the total net receipts of cotton at all
ports since September 1st, 1CO0:

Galveston, l,eS'j,137 : New Orleans 1 --

?.12.:i77 : Mobile. S1.C23: Savannah, 1Vj..7
Charleston. 170,082; Wilmington.' 200 033

:

Norfolk, 223.S11; Baltimore, 20.10C; New
York, 40,012; Boston. 94,960; Newport

n.teu; Philadelphia, 9,233; liiruns- -
wick, 34,790: Pensaeols, 4G.SS1.

Total, 3,061,807 bales.

Quotations on Cotton Seed.

(Xew York Commercial.)
While, the value of cotton seed and

its products is increasing steadily
every year, the seed itself is not yield-
ing to its producers in the United
States a revenue at all proortionate.ihe trade in cottonseed is now in a
condition about as demoralized as it
well could be, and there is a wide- -
preaci leelmg" m commercial circles

mar, some radical cnanges in themethods of handling the. crop mustbe made at once if the business isto be rescued from the warring- - inter-
ests that now control it. and fn-rm- - the
nlanters to novr,i, tst-m- -c t,r.t r
ten mean no profit at, all for th,m

I 'hang-e- , in his annual report recentlv
: submitted, took up this sub iect brief! v
i 0l,t significantly, as follows:

Under existing- - conditions the far-ym- er

is at the merev of a mnnmmlv
which in order to pav dividends on

J inflated and watered stock, grinds him
oown on the price paid tor crude cot-
tonseed or arbitrarily advances the
price in certain localities in order to
crush out independent opposition.That accomplished, the combine de-
creases prices' to the extreme limit
without any corresponding- - fluctua-
tions in the value of oil. meal, cake or
hulls. There is certainly a paritv in
value between these products and' the
crude cottonseed, anl by giving dailyoflicial quotations for the guidanceof the planter this institution will be
the pioneer in a new field of useful-
ness and of great benefit to our agri-cultural people."!

(Joing further into details, President-Parke-

could have shown how railroad
commissions, competing transporta-tion interests, oil mill associations and
idigation in the State courts have con-trbut- ed

to a trade tangle s; complicat-ed and serious that there, is absolutelyno uniformity or stability in the priceof cottonseed anywhere 'in the South
today. Oil mills in South Carolina,
for instance, have paid as high a.s
$22 a ton for seed, while on the same
day those in Mississippi and Louisiana
were paying" $17, and those in Texas
only $10.50 to $11.'. Meanwhile, the
prices of cotton in these four States
and all over the South were practical-
ly identical. In short, the planter has
the advantage of the daily cotton
quotations in the various markets of
the. country, and seK or holds his cot-
ton acordingly; as to the price of his
sted, he is all in the dark.

The first step, therefore, in bring-
ing order and system out of this
chaos, should be the establishment of
n. cottonseed market the dissemina-
tion of daily quotations on the raw-see-d

and its products. Make an openmarket for these great staples, ele-
vate them to the trade dignity that
they eleserve alongside of grain, cot-
ton, sugar, petroleum, iron and the
meat products, and the chief mischief- -

maker in the eottonsecel melustry will
have been destroyed. The price of
the raw seetl throughout the cotton-producin- g

States should le a,s uniform
as those for the baled lint itself.

Whv, then, should there be any ele--

lay in the work of rescuing this great
inelustry from its p re-se- nt demoraliza- -

tion? If the New Orleans Cotton Ex- -

change shall act promptly on its re-

tiring president's recommendation, it
will set the pace for a revolution in
the cottonseed trade that, every inter-es- t

involved ought to welcome and lt)l-lo- w.

OPPOSE COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

Nine-tenth- s' of the People Interviewed
Oppose it.

(Salisbury T r u t h -- 1 n d e x ) .

There i:-- : ne i nest ion that. Po-wa- n

county if a vote should be taken
foelav on the eiuestion, is undoubted! v

ojtposeel to a compulsory cducat ional
act.

And in view of the fact that I'.owan
is far above the, average North Caro-
lina, eounty in point of education,
this makes the condition all the more
significant.

The Truth-Inde- x reporter yeMerday
)uit the question to twenty represen-
tative citizens of the county. "Do you
faor a compulsory t'due-a- t ional law?"

Of the f went twenty-thre- e re- -

plied emphatieally in the negative,
one- - elieln't know and one replied in the
affirmative.

An article is being prepared by a
Salisburian in oppositiem to the com-

pulsory law propeised.

News was received at Des 'foincs.
Iowa, lar.t night that au engine. 12 enrr
and 35 men plunged down a fifty foot em
bankment on the Chicago. Quincy liur- -

ling ton and Quincy road. John Polo wn-- i

kfflfd ,tnd two other men. names tinknowa,
were hardly hurt.
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cwh of Hon. jy. A. Tompkins, of ;

ma none, jjelivered at New
Orleans.)

The development, of the production
( cotton to the extent of ten million I

b-l- es per year is a wonderful result, j

Mud none but the, most enterprising I

- capable people could ever linv
,ht I" the face of7h

S " r.er'0,ft hZa fOT
ohnW !

;.;mt people of the South a, want
ntorpri&o and energy. In manythei credit for the. very workshuh the South, is doing-- is' claimed

, the people of some other section,id the kit a is put forth that alien
;i'.y or alien talent is necessary for

sac-ces-s of a projwsed enterprise.'While no one ha been more earn-- t
in inviting- - capital to the South

r profitable investment and talent
r profitable, employment, because of

; mine room ana opportune ty lor
tb. yet for the best interests of our
no people and their children here

after, it is not desirable for these to
ivihiquish to others the foremost po-sitions (if the best opportunities."The cotton oil industry is one
v. h ii'li lias been developed' to all prac-tical purposes, exclusively in the
S.uth. and extensively by" Southern
people. It is an industry in which the
energy and enterprise of our home

p!t is made, manifest whenever
seh'-relian- ce is one of the elements in
the proposition. A people with less
M'ii'-relian- and less steadiness of
purtose could never have rescued eiv-i'iati- on

from the dangers that con-
fronted it for a quarter of a century,nt'ter the civil war. In the productiont.f the best and cheapest raw material
fVr clothing and in such enormous

iuntities and also in the developmentor such a splendid industry in pro-c:;ei- ng

goel products out of cotton
the demonstration of the won-'hif- ul

originality and capability of
the people of the South has been made
perfect.

"Tor a long time these qualities of
"''! people were hampered and thvarf- -

! hy tin- - institution of slavery and
i:-- - results. The weight of this bur- -

i'ii-o- me influence has now about
p's-e- d away, and contem jmraneous" itli this passage the white population
i f the South being-- free to eng-ag-

e in
ni'instrial enterprises bring- - forth re-s'.:- its

that astdnish humanitv'. Amongresults is an industry founded
t". in the crushing of cotton seed for

r.ual. hulls and lint and other
like refining; the oil. mak-- :

- stock food out of the hulls and
: feeding- - cattle for beef and
' purposes, making- - soap, making
1"! tiliers with meal for an ammoni-- ''

;;nd various others.
"For the last thirty years the poli- -'

' .il condition of the South has not
u favorable to development and

t. The civil war swept I
;i ''iy the institution of slavery and

the same time, swept away the
uriith of the South. l'.ut the civil

-!' lid not keep the South poor for
!!:!''tv years. The subsequent long-":- !

tinned, disaster was due to an at-'y:- njt

to leg-islat-
e a social condition it

was inqiossible. and it was this
riment that kept the white man

The South intensely employed in
'"iMing a wave of semi-anarch- y tliat

I" generation threatened Anglo- - A
' ci llization In that time every j

b man has been compelled to
' a living" for his familv with one

I while he held the other ever
"IT 1 and readv for its defense. Tn

time and in this condition you
vour people have exhibited the

"st development, in government
in standing'" tog-ethe-

r for civiliza-Witho- ut of
a leader, you have

I tog-ethe-
r as a unit until you

accomplished the success of
rule. Even a Kepublican admin-?i;.- n

has come to ajrree with you. a
in the Philippines, Cuba and

Ilico it is carryin2" out our
y of having the white man to
'ii under the name of A nglo- -

ft skeins annoying that, peope who
as intelligent as the Americans
listen to a story about cotton oil

ri" 'adulterant' from those who
' no motive in the interest of pure
J in their sections. The cotton oil
! pure, healthful and perfectly
' cjrefnblc oil. Tn a pure food
' "tition if would stand first on the

; all times. Yet. we are cou- -

'Iv having some scheme sprung
handicap cotton oil as a food-- V

in order to protect many impure
i nhcalthful cooking greases, and

'v that uoIkkIv would welcome.
- food bill more than the cotton

'"llc. and nobody wotdd abhor
f a pure food sentiment to

n
impure stuffs more than the

" i oil pople.
!"- - country cannot. Furnish mar- -

lor our products. Our markets 1

''bendy extended to Italy, Prance,
; ihI. Spain and everv other eount-l- n

i
"

1 1 oil is used as edible or
!!: Yet past populations

nothing of the. merits of our
's. The older countries are
enough to take our products,

l,: and redistribute them. Why
;,r:e our government to promote

,; the development f 1 hose alt.er-- ''

1'iarkcis for our own use? T at
!1'!y advise that we insist lhat
' ' Tvcsentati ves in our State Lcg- -

Oil Product
OOOCOO(0OOOOOOOOOOOO0
islature and in CnnnTPse clmii : A

tentipn to our needs as' to rkets. "
Wo need the Nicaragua canal morethan any other one class of men need
rV0 nstl'"cHo is right and a

"T1 uP.n government. Weto require of our representa-tives that they co-oper- ate to get thisgreat facility for more markets.new
I ' 111'"-

fake
quireT

a ...
RUl inSc"'

nf4 war
uui

ought to
. JlVAlUCth,mi keeinnp- - thi tiww.- - ... ,

Mates is making- - no departure fromits accustomed policy. In supportingsuch a policy, we as Southern neonleare keeping with miv nnoAcrxT-- c The
acquisiotion of Louisiana, including-vas- t

northwestern territory, of Flori-
da, of California and adjacent terri-
tory, of Texas, of the Gadsden pur-chase, were all democratic measure
practically carried through bv South-ern people. Omittino-- the 'Snanish
possessions, Alaskr is the onlv oneever made by llepublicans. 1 conceive
therefore, that we mav with perfect
consistency support the propositionto keep these new possessions. It ismore Democratic, than liepublican todo so.

"We used to hear loud and con-
stant complaint about the deolornhle
conoiiion ot tlie farmer. Wherever
manuiaetures have been develnned
coplaint is gradually dying--

. All man-
ufactures are advantageous to the far-
mer, but the development of the cot-
ton oil business has been most ad-
vantageous, and these advantag-e- s

have been more generally dispersedover the whole. South and reached fur-
ther into the country."

ItEMAllK AW. E I XC1DEXT.

(James Southgate, in llichmond Chris-
tian Advocate).
In the year 1808 I resided in the

village of Olin, X. C, where 1 ktptschool in a large college building of
brick, known as the Olin High School.
The county road ran near the buildi-
ng- on one side, and just on the edgeof the road stood a post oak tree which
bore small acorns, which are verymuch sought for by quails. The sis-
ter of my wife, then Mrs. aker, was
quite ill. She had suffered with fever
for many days, and the physician re-
commended a. very delicate soup, and
thought that a bird, if one could be
had, would be the best to season the
soup. It was Sunday morning, and,
while T did not wish to violate the
Sabbath, yet T thought the circum-
stances justified me in taking- - a gunto the adjoining- - woods to see if I could
tind a, bird, which I intended to shoot
for this sick lady. 1 went to the house
of Mr. Hill, 'beyond the college
building, but in sight of the post oak
tree mentioned above. There was a
covey of quails in a skirt
of woods just below the hill upon
which we were standing- - and talking--

.

had e to his house to borrow a
g-u-

n and ask if he thought it was sin-
ful to shoot a bird under the circum-
stances on the Sabbath, lie said:
"Xo", and, as he was turning" to go
to the house for his g-u- we heard a
fluttering of birds from that tree; and

seems that this covey of birds that
flew down the hill in the meadow- - had
come up during- - the quiet of the Sun-

day morning-- and flown into this tree
for the purpose of the acorns

hawk at this moment espied the
birds in the tree and was swooping
down towards them. This frightened
the birds and they flew in their con-
fusion in every direction . One struck
against the side of this brick build-
ing and fell to the ground dead. Anoth-
er flew into the college ehap-e- and
struck against the glass window back

the pulpit and fell to the floor. A
third flew some distance to my own
home, struck against the chimney,
and fell; so that from that flock of
birds I gathered three without firing

gun. Was this accidental, providen-
tial, or a mere incident that might
have occurred under other circum-
stances? I leave the reader to juclge
for himself.

TILE JUDGE SCIIEXCK YIXDICAT- -

ED THEM".

(Judge Walter Clark in Orphan's
Friend).
This State acted a grand part in the

Involution. As shown by the first
census in 1790, Xorth Carolina, stood
third in population, leading Pennsyl-
vania and Xew York and surpassed
only by Yirginia and Massachusetts.
Her contribution in men and money
was therefore a most essential one to
the success of the common cause. Put
few who read the history of those
times will find much mention of North
Carolina. At the critical b:-tr- . of
Guilford Court House, w ;eo ; . rccn
broke the power of ( 'ornw MS. her
militia- retreated only in obedience to
orders, but for more than a century
heir lame was covered with ignominy,

until Judge Sehenek. with patriot
hand, completely vindicated them.

John Addison Porter Dead.

( - t ie ,ssucia.icu i 1 V I

Putnam. Conn., Dec. 13.--Jo- hn Ad-

dison Porter, formerlv private, secre-
tary of President McKinley died today

his residence here. He had been
sick for many weeks with a malignant
intestinal disease.

than t!y to tluw,. t i i i i : ; t
Almost eerv day t. f ounirm-- n and vounr w on. n ki,:.:: tJ:c!!i- -

sehes bet a :'--" i f ei or
dissipation, or about ii'W or ; ac .

1 Jie v must te!iee there N no 1. eM
after, or ail punishment csw!-- , withthis life, Surely mi ( 'hristi.m u aaor woma: would think of self. murder.- a

ait. wait, young man. SOU!;.- - -

man; only cow a tils kill th en'.sj.'i v es.
The soill is locked uj i;i tl: is c;ek'tand Cod onlv has the kev Wait and..... . lrhum. nun. Keinorse ier a great crimemav alone som-w- lat atone feri--lf-

murder. Mbs Morri-ar- i miht h.ne
killed herself after she IJih-- d her rival,and it would hae sccm-- d heroic!
When Othello discmered hi c;re.itmistake in killing Pesdcmona, his,

Toration was grind as he said. "!
took the circumcised o-- r h- tin-thro-

and smote him thus." and then
staimetl himself an.l died, f t s--

ShakesjM-a- r... sa vs. lie w ; ir - 'heart. In ancient C recce and il.unc
their netal)!e warriors Mum-time- s kiU-in- I

theniM'lws, rather than suifer th-sti- ngs

of iiefeat in battle. In .Japan
military officers commit what is. a11-c- d

harakari (ripping jM n the alxio-rnen- )
to aiid dis-ra- ie. But

in our land the pistol or poi-o- n has
superseded all other means of suh-ide- .

It would .vavc thousands of lies if
the pistol was abolished by law. Not
one should be allowed in rtuv house-
hold; they are entirely too conenic:it
fer murder or suicide r robberv or
revenge. And the s;de of jKiison
sluudel be ki regulated that no one

buy it except upon th- - mo-- t

careful inquiry as to its intended u-- e.

Human life is too sacred t be endan-
gered by pistols and poison, for, as
St. Paul says, "We are made in the
image of (led."

Vell, we see that Mr. Crmnpacki r,er St uinpsiK'ker. or sennc such name
from Indiana, has opened the ball at
Washington with his usual screech
owl howl against tin South. He was
in such a malignant hurry that he gotin the first bill, and it is te reduce
the representation of the Knnf, ;

Congress. He reminds me of Hainan.
whose stomach would not digest his
food as hmg ns he saw Monh-ea- i sit-- ,
ting at the king's g;!te. He has be-

gun to build a. gallows for us. L.-- t

him beware, for it was Hainan who
was hanged. Some of these rabid lie-publica- ns

remind me ef old Cato, The
Iioman ceiuor. who hated the Cartha-genian- s

so lad that he never vded on
any rjuestion in the Loman Scn.it.-withou- t

adding, "And I also ote that
Carthage bo destroyed." Hut nobody

we will yet have a se hoob.ook
commission in every Southern Stale,
The Semth is moving rigiit aleng in
spite of Northern insults and North-- j
ern literatim'. I see tint "Barbara
Fri(.tehie" is to be plaved in Atlanta.
j wonder if that dramatic- - lie v,ill ; e
prU ron jz,( ,y anv scl i ng
South-r- n man er woman'.' Many years
ago a Yanke tremp came to l;;:nr
with "Uncle Tom's Cabin." and we
egged them out ef town. That's what
we done. They mav abuse es from
afar eff. but they f han't come dn-- u

here anel rub it in. HILL A !:l.

How tO Check the Ttust.

rKinsle.n Fr-- - Pre 's.i
The next ur nuc'ht t tryto elevir--e some- - law that will op 'rate

against the tobacco trust and in fa r
ef inelepemlent tol.iace-- e fae-tori- s.

Dealer, elon't g( ba'k e.n tin- - in-ic- -:

jse'ndent tactorie-- s for the tr:bae--- irusf
geods. If t!;e trust crushes all eiu-petitio- n,

it will then cut down otir
pireiiit to-aluos-! ne.'lhing- - a it eljj o.!'- -

befeire'.
Ewry iude-- p ndent rru in

North Caredina enight to do what it c;n
to aid the- - We II To! r.

Company, a little faetor- - mat. ing
"Carolina Hrights cigar 'lis at W n.

'I h big trust is tring o t.;H
th little- - fa-tf)- 7 . ff ?):- - pa; ers and
peep!- - of North arolina will i;.nd !.
the little- - facte-r- y the- - tr;rt will !, ,t !,'

able to kill it.
If the- - Ihjvs and yo:inf n.e n will

smoke- - ciga re-- f te-s- . they ' ie.uld us'
J'righfs.." the b -- t t-- n for

five ce nts:. Tl:e iH'iinv sael bv h.--r ir;-- r

tops ef 1 ru.-tt-Uia- eigare-tte-- , i
(

-- mall matt-r- . s'n'n-. it v.ejuiei ee- -
j

only long-
-

e re, ugh to kill the sun 11

fa-- ' tfry. lioys. b- - t rio'
anel sens-ibh- ' attl don't for-.ak- e the in- -

eleiem!e-n- t fa'-tor- for ihe- - trust.
Use rs of toba-o- ought te find e :t it'

t h cy a t, Usu;g ;'' els ni 'ie- - by ti
and if the. ar tl e V f j i ?

using tin: manufactured tobae-- u and
instead i :. te.'oice manufaei 1 . 1

an iinb-iieiide-- fa'to.rv. It i i t

aelvaiitag- - .r eve-r- 1 dy t 1 ave
petition. The- - rest ha- - alu uH
!ee.vn the prie- - paid farmr-- . for e-.- f

te'oae-ce- and if the-- y e ut all th-- 5
i nele-peTieh-- factori's t f ' '.viil pet I- .-

prH-e--
s ei (1U II V I I ."1 I i) ) .vii

i:h tin

Cleraents is Confirmed.

i F?- - tJ-.- Ahfiijtfd i r? :

vVs hiri":tr. T). 1" - !?; Of". !

H'.rn tin S'tn'; rA'. rn th
C!e :n n e f p

nclntrr.en! t fi b ir..-r-S':it'- r

The rapid increase of suicide in the
South is alarming- - and provokes the
serious study of our thinking people.
Fifty years ago a suicide was a rare
event among the white race, and nev-
er heard of among the negroes. When
it did tM-eu- r, it was considered an ev-
idence of insanity. 1 do not reeall but
one instance in my youth an.l that
was a. woman who jumjed into a deepwell when no help was within reach.
Put nowadays almost every daily pa-
per contains an account of one of
more self-murde- rs and even negrtK-- s

have taken the infection fur they will
imitate every vice ami frailty of the
whites. Old Ivewis who is my wood-choppe- r,

asked me tile other dav how-i- t

was that the white folks kill' "der-selve- s

so much, and de niggers didn't."
"Pecause.' said I, "white folks are
more easily overcome with griet, or
remorse, or distress, than negroes.
You negroes don't lvorrow trouble, nor
take it hard when it does come. You
don't give yourselves much anxietyabout tomorrow, or next week, or next
year. You don't irrieve lonir over a
death in the family: your emotional
nature is of a. low grade; your mar-
riage relation is loose; in fact, it is on
the decline since freedom came. The
marriage- records show that your legal
marriages are GO percent less, accord-
ing to population, than in the white
ra'.c, and the decrease gets less and
less every year. Your young men and
womea don't marry; they just take
up and quit when they please, and so
the mm don't care very much abend
the welfare of their children, if they
have any. Pesides all this, Uncle
Lewis, your race has a trait of steal-
ing little- - things, and this accounts
in a great measure feir their indiffer- -
enee to the lavinsr up of something
hji uiir imuic, sioiiieiuiug Kir me
winter, or the rainy elays, em for old
age. If the worst comes te the we)rst
they know they can steal or beg. If
your young folks, men and women,
haven't got but a dollar in the world,
they will spenel it for a watermelon,
or an excursion, and take the chances.
aow, i.nele. Lewis, you remember
when there wasn't a ehaingang in the
Semth, nor a heinous crime nor a ;

;

brutal outrage, committed by our
people, from the Potomac river to the
Ib'o (Irande. Now there are in Geor-
gia alone ovevr 4,000 of your people in
the. chaingangs, and there would be
4,000 more if all the little stealings
were punish eel." Uncle Lewis had;
stopped cutting and was leaning on
his axe helve. "Dat's all so" said he.

j "and boss 1 knows it, ami boss what ;

I wants to know is dis: What must
we poor niggers do about it?" There :;

is the rub. I eemldn't tell him, but 1
i

elid say, "Uncle Lew is, your race has
j

got some mifhty good traits, and I j

like to have von about us; vou are
Kinii-nearre- a goou-nauire- o easy to :

pn-u.M.-
-. uuu uu.il can in.uice u n--

M-ng- e in your nearis; hhi steal, on t j

you oon t. eneat anyoouy. j tn; wnite
race won't steal, but they will cheat,
or take advantage in a trade, and that
is worse. If yem trust a negro with
anything he will not abuse your eem-fielenc- e,

but a white man will embezzle
and defraud anel even the cashiers ef
banks will appropriate? the banks'
monev, and falsify the books for
months and vears. Everv race, has its
traits, both bad anel good. Sonic of
your bad ones were almost run out
bv slavery, but thev have come back
again, and all vour eollece education
does not stefp it. It makes it worse.
There is nothing that will steip it but

! work, constant work, everv dav. un- - j

der some gooel employer. Work on ;

the farm is your best safeguard. er j

work as mechanics under g-- con-
tractors. Your people make good me-

chanics, and the white people employ
them and patronize them just as v.il- -

lingly as thev elo whiter mechanics ,

(The negro blacksmiths and masons
'get gooel emplovment here and every
where', and as for and wash- -

ing-
- and nursing", your women have it.

all. The two races would fit together
nicely if it wasn't for politics and idle-
ness. An idle negro is a dan.g-erou-

s

creature and should be taken up and
put to work. He is mimh more; dan-

gerous than an ielle white man. for
he has no shame, and fears not Oe)d
nor regards man. If I wore a law-
maker, 1 would makr continued idle-
ness o for, as Pen Franklin
says: Tt. is the parent ef vice. "

1 started tei write about suicides,
but got to preaching Uncle Lewis a
sermon anel got eff the track. Nine-
teen hunelred yemrs ago Plutarch, tin
Greek historian, saiel that self-murel- er

was eowaniice, for a brave man would
suffer rather than fake th life that
Geid gave him. Soif-niurd- er was a
heinous crime under the dd English
law. Tim estate of the fele Ie se wa.s
confiscated, and taken away from hi
family. His boely was buried em the
hichwnv without a coffin and a sharp

I spike thrust through it to mark the
accursed sped. Suicide was under tin
ban of the. church, and no prayers
were said fe-- r his soul, in no

country has suicide been justified,
exe-cp- t in st:-- h ca.-c-s as that ef Saul,
who fell em his swore! because, as h
saiel. "Lest these uneircu ir.ciseel Phil-
istines thrust me through and a bus'
n:"." Or perhaps that other notabl
Mm. the Scriptures record. thit ef- i

1 Tudas. w hose '."a' si d re-a- d f u!
he preferred hell or anything that
would I a- change. Hut generally it
"re "better t endure the ills we hnc.

the best report is still that made bv
finished products of the iron and steel
industry, but other favorably situated
lines are boots and shoes and lumber.
New business in the former is rather
light at wholesale, but mannfiirt.urr?
generally are busily employed and leather
is hrm in sympathy. A good export de-
mand for the latter is noted. Retail lum-
ber in rather quiet, but wholesalers are
preparing for a good year. Hard woods
are specially firm in price. The cereals
are lower in price, due to profit takingcu the late upward move, the larger
movement of supplies particularly of
corn, which is favored by the weather and
to less interest on the part of foreign
buyers.

"The Government cotton estimate of
10,100.000 bales was larger than expected
by the trade, which looked for about

730,000 bales. The feeling is that if the
yield does not exceed 10,100,000 bales con-

sumption, which last year Avas 11,000,000
bales of American, musr either be heavily
curtailed or stocks will be reduced Lo the
vanishing point. The close of the week
finds future quotations c. lower and
npots c. off. The dry goods market Is
quiet, as natural at this period, and high
tost of raw material and low cost of
finished product do not harmonise. Early
spring trade business, however, is fairly
satisfactory. The light weight season in
men's wear wooien goods has proved dis-
appointing, but women's plain dress goods
are well ordered. Rather more has been
done in foreign wools, chiefly Australian
this week, and --Melbourne and London ad-
vices are of firmer markets. Low priced
domestic wool is rather weak, however.

"While business in iron and steel as a
whole is quieter than of late. th-?r- e is no
apparent diminution in strength, and act-
ual transactions in rails and plates com-

pare well with the best recorded. One
sale of 80.000 tons of rails, divided be-
tween Eastern and Western mills, is re-

ported, and other sales will swell the
week's business to 100,000 tons at "the
im:ch abused, but nevertheless accepted
$2t basis. Another feature is the sale
of 11.S00 tons for export to Norway. The
volume of rail orders already booked for
next year is declared to exceed all rec-
ords. Although steel plates have advanced
$1 per ton. the demand is apparently un-

diminished, and large producers are re-

ported buying outside makes to fill con-

tracts. Here again large orders for export
are reported. As another proof of stabil-
ity, it is reported that one of the largest
Pittsburg interests has agreed to the
present scale of wages continuing next
year. Pig iron i:s dull except for some new
business at Chicago, and 2."c per ten has
been conceded on Bessemer at Pittsburg.
Some large interests, hitherto buyers, are
now making iron themseles direct from
ores. Billets are dull but steady. Hard-
ware is active, jobbers stocks are small
and manufacturers are busy on orders.

"Wheat, including flour, shipments for
the week aggregate 4.7S",577 bushels
against 3,4'iM"-'- . bushels las week. 3.2:.-K- l'

bushels in the corresponding vek of
3 f.24r;.Sr0 bushels in 4.0 i.Z'O
bushels in 1S:7 and ?..Z2-.9-j,- bushels in

lftf. From July 1st to date this sar.on
wheat exports are S'017,00:; bushel?,
agninst !7..'fi!.!22 bushels last season and
109. 720.Sor bushels in 1K3S-1S-

"Corn exports for the week aggregate
.S".3.4."S bushels, against 5.371.277 bush-

els last week. 4.017.15 bushels in this
week a year ago. 3,251, !36 bushels in 1 vfS.
4.12:,S78 bushels in 1 SftT and 2,811.150 in
lS'.KJ. From July 1st to date this season
corn exports sre 84.V06.426 bushels,
against. 104.450.S86 bushels last season and
73,187.220 in 18DS-1S-

"Business failures for the week in the
United States number 217 as against 221

last week, 211 in this week a year ago.
234 in 1S:S. 283 in 18f'7 and 350 in lS-H;.-

COMPAIMTivR COTTON' STATEMENT.

Nw York. Dee. 14. For the week end-

ing Friday: Net receipts at all I'niied
States ports during week. 30!'.8S4; net re-

ceipts at all United Slntes ports during
same wek last year. 228.561; total re-

ceipts to Ibis date. 3,061,807; total receipts
to same date last year, 3.403,847; exports
for the week, 175.442: exports for same
work last. year. 1 11,373; total exports to
this date, 2,782,058; total c:.ports to fame


