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WE ARE TOO POORNMECKLENBURG'S GOOD ROADS THE WEATHER BUREAU'S
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By Willis L. Moore, Chief U. S. Wcat'acr Biireau.

To th-- j Editor; This is an age of progress and the farmer has felt the influence
of the tide. The arts and the sciences have not passed hi:n by, and year by year
Lis vork i.s be-in- s placed upon a higher plane. Scientific amcviture is not a fad
but a necessity, and he who would have his land jrive forth the greatest yield with
the least expenditure of energy and the. lean drain upon the resources of the soil

must woik in harmony with Nature. Science alone is futile unless coupled with
a practical application of knowledge Three things are essential for a farmer's
prosperity: fjcou crops, good prices, and ?ocd roads. The first two are affected by
so manv conditions that they can be only partly controlled by a community, but
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i.s more Important than good roads. "Whether the growing season be favorable or
unfavorable the man who works along the lines that the scientist has demonstrated
to be nearest to Nature's laws, acec-om- r lishes the be st results. But in the uiakintf

of stood loads individual effort cannot be depended upon. Concerted effort is the

key note.: It is essential that county or State officials be selected who will take as
much concern in keeping the public-- roads in t?ool condition at all timea, as are
the school, the jail and the machinery of the law. What matters it how high
prices may be if the farmer cannot Ret his products to the markets because of
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The farmer is no longer a stranger in his own country. The railroads, the tele-

graph and the telephone have entered his county and even his own fieleis and have
brought him into close contact with the outside world. News of any great event
in this country or any other now reaches the farmer ere the echo of the event has
hardly licel away. But one of the greatest boons to people in rural districts is the
recent introduction by the Postcffice Department of the. rural free delivery ser-

vice. It not only enables the farmer to receive and dispatch his personal corre-

spondence promptly, but, what is far mere important, he gets the daily news-

paper from tne city, and these keep hira in touch with the world and give him the
Jatest market reports. He, theiefore. knows when to held his products and when
to them to the markets. Intt in o:dcr to do this at all times good roads are

i"i:I ' en wo; ked 1 and by convict

HON. S. L. I'ATTERSON.
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essential. If the roads are bad he either cannot transport his products at all or
! else it must be. clone with such loss of time and energy to both man and beast as
! to take ail profit from the effort The illustration of what one horse can pull over
j

a good load and w4iat Hie. 3amc horse can pu'l over a bad one is too well known to
! be repeated, but it is a text and a sermon that carries 'with it conviction to every
thought! r.l person thit ha.s the interest of the agriculturist at heart.

: Since the introduction of the rural free delivery the subject of good roads has
j become of more than passing interest to the Weather Bureau. Honorable Janus

"Wilson, Secretary of Agriculture, is ever alert to extend the work of his Depart --

! ment in behalf of the former. This innovation by the Fostefdee Department pre- -

; ented an opportunity that he w as quick to grasp and by his direction the Weather
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Bureau began the work of distributing forecasts and warnings so that this im- - i ties, to relocate when necessary, dig
porlant information might be placoe! into the hands of the farmer at work in his

E. L. DAl'GHTRIDGE.
several years, but no perma- -

W. II. HOLLAND.
roRcih commensurate with tltion of tl.ti ear to o

r.ee ds sould be of ine si imable value. L
I am ma irerared to offer any plan.

own fields. The mail carriers are furnished with slip on which the latest weather
predictions arc printed and one of these slips is delivered at each farm-hous- e on
the various routes- - Tho mahy advantages that will accrue to the farmer by hav-
ing this information daily are obvious. Whatever season cf the year it may be
farm operations can be regulated in accordance with the expected weather condit-
ions-

At the- - present time there are nearly '.' rural free delivery routes in the United
States --whose carriers are furnished with the weather forecasts and in all about

7.r. 000 families are served daily in this way. Extensions of the work are belni,"
made constantly as fast as new routes are established by tho Postcffice Depart-
ment- In many instances it is impossible for the carriers to deliver the forecast3
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This article i.s not opposing the idea of
working eonviet3 on the leading thor-
oughfares, but it is too plain for argu-
ment that the roads of the country will
never be put into and kept in good con
dition by the use of convicts alone- ever,
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i.3 set to work. The roads generally are
:r. desperate condition, and it IS now that
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because, they must start on their routes before the forecasts can be issueel and
t telegraphed to them. Unfortunately this is true to a considerable extent In North
1 Caiolina, so that the syatem has been put into operation at but few places. How-- I

ever, it is hoped that in the near future arrangements can be made to overco-n-
i this difficulty in most cases.

It is apparent that the question of ic& reads has a direct bearing upon this
j special work that is being: clone by the feather Bureau. The carriers niuijt make
! use of the public highways and the number of patrons that can serve and the
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ROADS IN ORANGE.
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expedition vun wroca tne wen-- : can oe eioae-- is dependent to a large extent upon
the conditions of tho roads over which they mxift travel. The earlier a farmer
receives hk forecast the more valuable it becomes to him.

There are two voices in the land more powerful than all otheri those of the
laborer r.i d the fciraer. They arc the rock upon which national prosperity nui u
rest. Wh.ueer tends to elevate thorn and make them me-i- prosperous hc.3 a like
influence upon those in other v.Vik of life. The farmer occupies the ur.icpue posi-
tion of bt.-ia- the most independent man in The country. He produces his own fc.d
fuel, and, indirectly, the elothlny; that lie wears. He is frleuel and
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