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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

. 5. ENGOURAGANG
WILLOW GULTURE

Government Now in Midst

of Harvest

Wahington, D. ., March 2i.—The
sovernment is right in the midst of
the harvest of a most unigue crop dat
its experimental farm near Arlington,

just across the Potomac from this
city, where a corps of laborers in
charge of trained foresters are pre-

paring for the anuual free distribu-
tion of 100,000 basket willow cuttings.

Uncle Sam is encouraging the grow-
ien of high grade willow rods in this
countiry, and in the five years since
the establishment of the holts at Ar-
lington approximately a half million
select cuttings have heen distributed

among farmers, with directions for
planting and preparing for market.

Particular attention is given to se-
lecting the varieties and strains best
<nited to the soil where the plantings
will be made.
A Growing Imdustry.

Willoweraft is an industry which is
constantly growing in importance in
this country, vet the cultnre of basket
willosr in the United States made
very little progress until five, or six
vears ago. Even now, practically all
of the best grades of basket willow

are imported from Europe, chicfly
from France. curopean manufac-
turers compete keenly for the best

products in their countrics, and until
recently only the inferior rods were
sent to America where they have been
bought at three times the prices
quoted for similar stock a few years
ago. Experiments have shown that
the best grades of willow c¢an be
srown in this country at a good pro-
tit, and farmers are turning their at-
tention to this culture more and more
cach year.

This vear's harvest beguan early in
March. Fouir approved varicties are
being sent out, and only the hest and
most thrifty rods are sclected for dis-
tribution. The
holts and work of free distribution
of cuttings is charged to the United
States Forest Service. Cuttings for
experimental planting and infermation
on management of the willow holts
are furnished those who malke the re-
quest of the Forester at Washington.

Good Cuattings Necessary.
The government recognizes the im-

portance of good cuttings, a point
more commonly overlooked than the

matter of cultivation. Only the best

: | the moeonlight.
managemsnt of the|

and most thrifiy rods are selected for
cach season’s
duce a desirable grade of rods it is
very important to select planting stock
not only from thoroughly téted va-
rieties, but the ecuttings shounld Dbe
taken from the tallest, perfectly
straight, cylindrical, branchless, and
fmlly mature rods. High grade basket
willows can be raised only by being
sure that the cuttings planted are from '
parent stock, above the average.

The policy of the Forest Service is
to increase the nomber of important

basket williows and determine their |
vialue under different soil and  celi-
matic conditions, and as the final

tests of neav varieties are completed,
those }J]'n\,’ﬁd to bhe valuable will be
added to the distribution list.
Cuttings From Euaropc.
Cuttings of new and uniried basket
willows were obtained from Europd a
vear ago and planted in the Service's
Experimental ground.  Close observa-
tions will be ma:de upon the growth of
these and if the results are tavorable
during the first three vears, cuttings
from these varietics wi'l be distrib-
uted in the 1 nited States. 1In case of
some varietieess a2 much longer time
m:ay elapse hefore their value can be
cstablished.

The Forest Service is receiving a
constantly. increasing number of re-

guests for basket willow cuttings.
These requests come from farmers all
over the country, many of them com-
ing ‘through members of Congress.
The Service is endeavoring to stimu-
late the basket willow industry in this
country by distributing cuttings of the
most approved varieties of willow and
the four varieties tested for the last
five years in the experimental holt at
Arlington, Va., can be confidently dis-
tributed. The behavior of the plants
thas been carefully observed as to
the quantity and cauality of the crop,
to their resistance and lack of resist-
ance to diseases as well as other points
that would affect the profitableness of
cach wvariety. The observations made
-1_1_11":11&; the first two years were pub-
l'l.‘-éi]t:ft] in Circular 148 by the Forest
Service, At the close of this spring’s
harvesting, now going on, the results

Of the past three vears' tests wi
published. S8t Ex TN
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C. M. GIBSON, Box 55, Young’s Island, S. C

“MAMMY RIAH”

(Continued from Page 13.)

Mammy Riah as to the cause of the
accident, and the particulars of her
rescue.

“It all begun in fun and mischief,
mother: the Doyles were so full of en-
joymeéMg they began ta rock the boat
as we sang, and while we begged them
to stop, they couldn’t seem to nee any
danger,. Suddenly the boat just cap-
sized, and I Tound myself struggling in
the water, but a strong arm soon
found me, and brought me safely 10
Malcomb'’s boat that came out 1o res-
cue us. But for Mr. Stuart, inother,
your daughter Ansel would have been
drowned jnevitably. Oh he is so
strong and has so much presence cf
mind. But for him, I do not bzlicve
Mr. Jackson would have been able to
save Barbara., She screamed and
scrambled so that itgdook both <f them
to get her ashore.”

“Dat’s jus’ de way wid dem Doyles;
de is Irish—gwyin have dere ifun live
er die. Den’t yvou never git in a boat
wid dem any mo chiey; you hear me?”’

“1 am very thankful my Ansel that
you are s=afe, and regret that the pic-
nic had such an abrupt ending. T will
seck the earliest opportunity to thank
Mr. Stuart for saving my precious
child, And now I must go and tell
vour father all about it.”

The fourth of July picnic soon ais-
banded after the capsizing of the boat,
but many of the voung people came

[ over to Fallowfield, and an impromptu

party was lengthened into ‘‘the wee
sma hours.””And many were the bright
glances and quick heart-beats Lhat re-
sponded to s=oft words spoken out mn

Claiborne Jackson
to waste no time. So on this fateful
night he found his opportunity, and
Ans«=l has been compelled to answer a
question she did not desire to hear.

As they walked up and down on the
lawn they were talking over the cyventg
of the day. And he expressed his re-
gret that it had not been his good 1or-
tune to save her, instead of Aliss
Doyle. *Not that I regret saving Miss
Doyle, but—why could it not bave
heen you? and Mr. Stuart could, and
You

4
had determined

man, and how proud 1 wounld have
been in rescuing you. You kneo'v it
was my purpose to do it, and now 1 of-
fer you my heart and life—Ilet the fa-
ture prove my sincerity.”

“I thank you Mr. Jackson -vith ail
my heart for vour good intentions this
afternoon, and let me say, you did the
noblest thing—you did the duty near-
est at hand, and saved a precious life,
Had you hesitated when you saw that
I was in safe hands, you might not
have been able to save Barbara, and
that would have been a life-long re-
gret.”

“I also appreciate your sentiment
in regard to myself—for you have
greatly henored me, but I must  be
honest, and tell you that-my hoart
does not respond to this sentiment,
and therefore I cannot give you any
hope of winning what you desire.”

“T am always too late, Ansel, T had
thought—that so soon after your re-
turn home, and before an arvimy  of
beaux should lay seige. I might be iu
time, but I could not foresegs Mr.
Stuart.”

“We are not discussing Mr., Stuart
now, Mr. Jackson. Suppose we g9 in.
1 want you to remember that you have
always been, and ever will be, my
friend, and it is no fault of mine that
our relations can never be ncarer.”

“You are the most honest, the
truest girl 1 ever knew Ansel, and this
makes my loss all the harder to bear;

but I shall always be your friend
should you e¢ver need one, and may

vour future be supremely happy. 1
shall trouble you no more.”

Maxwell Stuart joined Mr. and \rs.
Jeirn on the colonade after sunperv,
leaving the young people to their own
devices, for he had something ‘o say
to the old folks. With full hearts did
they express their thanks for the res-
cue of dear Ansel. “Oh Mr. Stuart”
You can never know how grateful we
are,”” said Mrs. Beirn, ‘“but for vyou,
this home would have been in the
deepest sorrow that could come to us,
and our old age would have bheen
ended in gloom.”

Even strong old Malcomb Beirn's
voice trembled as he said, My voung
friend, T shall ever pray that God’'s
richest blessings may be yours. Youa
saved our precious daughter from an
early grave! Oh, you don’t know how
we love her. I fear it borders eon
idolatry.”

- My kind friends, what I have done
toady has made me wery happy, for I
have been instrumental in saving the
life of one who is dearer to me than.
any one now living. I am an orphan,
my father was taken from me justc as

"—.'-'-_

I had attained manhood, and needed
his wise counsel most. My sainted
mother was my coiapanion and friend,
but her sweet life was quenched sud-
denly, and 1 am alone, alone.”

1 met dear Ansel soon atter my sad
loss, and 1 only know that we are
very good friends. 1 am here to ask
vour permission to woo her as my wife,
and would only say at present, that T
am able to care for her, as her station
in life demands, and should give her
the best—and all—of my heart and
life. Ansel can tell yvou who are the
people 1 know and mingle with in old
Virginia.”

With a deep sigh Mr. Beirn said:
“I realize for the first time, Mr. Stuart,
that our daughter Ansel has passed
into womanhoed, and is no longer the
precious, tender child we have soO
loved and cherished. My dear wife
will doubtless agree with me—that
whatever may be Ansel’s choice in this|
matter, we will approve; for we have
great faith in her loving heart and;
sound judgment. And then, a gentle
smile playing around his firm lip3, Mr.
Beirn continued: ‘Do you see that old
negro woman sitting on the lower step
just there? She is a member 2f the
Beirn family, and you will have o
propitiate her majesty if von wonld
win Ansel. She has nursed that child
from her infancy, and would die to
save her from anv danger that might
threaten. Come here Riah.”

The old woman arose from her lowly
gseat and approached the group with
a deferential courtesy, saying, “‘Sarvent
to vo all.”

“Riah, said Mr. Beirn, “this gentle-
man vou doubtless know, is Mr. Max-
well Stuart, from Virginia, and he has
come to Georgia on very important
business, and he wants to make your
acguaintance. You might help him
some."’ -

*I'se proud to know you sir; what
kin I do ter help a quality gent'man?”’

“T want you te help me win a wife
Mammy Riah, for I am told you arve a
judge in such matters.” “What sheep-
fole is you gwyin to roh, Mars Stuart?
De ain’t but one lamb here, and she—
she is de pearl of great price, s¢t In
de gole of ophir. I gwyin to inquirate
powerful, 'fore I eyer lets Ansel sgay
dat 1las’ word, ter any man.’”’

“Well, T am here to answer all
vour questions.”
“Ole Riah ain't doubtin’ you is a

gent'man, sar, but my lamb is de light
an’ glory of dis ole place. What has
vou ter give for de love of dat chile?”

“All the love of my lonely heart,
Mammy Riah. I have neither tather
nor mother, and ail that I possess shali
be her own?" |

“Has you got any niggers? an’ if <o,
is vou good to 'em?”

“I have only a few slaves,
Riah, and theyv are a

Mammie
part of my

household?” “Does Miss Ansel love
you? Then surely theose dear pcovle
that I have known from my child-

hood love me—as I do them.”

“You is a far-spoken gent'man, Mars
Stuart, an’ T shall tell Ansel to follow
her heart; but dis ole nigger is gwyin
ter follow Ansel. If she go to old
Virginny Riah is gwyin too. So you
jes hear dat fer de truth. If ole mars
an’ Miss 'Lizabeth ca nspar dere only
lamb, de can spar me, too.”

“Gladly would 1 take you to Virginia
if Mr. and Mrs. Beirn consent., but I
have yet to got the consent of your
young mistress—for I woald not ask
her until I could do so der her own
roof.”

“Now dat is what T ecall d= rizht
kind er cotin—no stealin’ a young
chile's heart, an' den axin consent for
what's already done. Go find my lamb,
Mars Stuart. You have my blessin.”
And the old woman made a low cour-
tesy and disappeared.

“You have won her confidence ATr.
Stuart,” said Mr. Beirn. “Had <he
doubted you in the least she wouldd
have have given vou trouble: for she
has the eve of a lynx and a wonderful
insight into human nature. Her ward
has al_“-'a._\‘s had great influence over
my children, and Ansel loves her de-
votedly.”

Thus thé way was opened for Max-
well stuart’'s final question—which
found an answer in Ansel's trustiul
surrender of her heart and life into his
keeping. \

Her vear at the conservatory was|
taken after her marrfage, and 'dl_u-in'_:
her sojourn there she found a home]}
part of ‘her old Georgia home in the
person of Mammy Riah—a great com-
‘fort. And Stuart always insisted that
‘the old atuocrat” was an indispensi-
ble part of his family.

Floral Manse,

~—

Should Assm‘h;te Wit :
Wilmington Star. TGy,

The fellow who started the rumor
of tl}e. blowimg up of the battleship
Mijssissippi with the loss of life of
all on board sught to be just where
the men of the vessel would now be
had the report been irue,

NEW ENTERPRISES
FOR THE 3007

Enlargements and Im-
provements Planned

(Special to News and Observer.
Baltimore, Md., April 1.—Many
dustrial enterprises have boen o
nounced in the South during the ¢

week and many established enterpri:
have stated their plans for enlarg
ments and improvements. Cotton il
ing continues to be especially acti
and reports to the Manufacturc:
Record for the first three months
the year show .a total of 268,880 spin
dles and 5,330 looms, representing .
investment of $6,722,000, as decided o
for installation.

Almost all of this machinery !
be additions to the equipm:ant «f -
tablished companies, including ¢
50,000 spindle and 1,560 loom plard
costing $1,008,000 of the Erwin Cotto,
Mills Co., West Durham, N. C., on
the 50,000 spindle and 1,500 lnem

e
At

dition, costing $1,000,000, of the |
River Power and Manufacturing ¢
Danvile, Va. Two mills each for 2,
000 spindles and 700 looms and c¢ac!
costing $500,000, are being adéded 1.
the Branden Mills and the Woodsi/
Cotton 1Mills, of Greenville, 8
Other revorts of the week inclunge:
Appalachian Power Co., Henderson
ville, N. C., incorporated with $250, -
000 eapital; Somerset Lumber <o,
Princess Anne, Md., incorporaleq wit
$100,000 capital; Roanoke Nills Moo
ufacturing Co., Roanoke, Va.. ingorj
rated with $50,000 capital; ilig FHill
bee Power Co., Alexander (ite, Al
to expend %175,000 for wator-pov
electric plant; Louisiana-Texas XN
tural Gas Co., Shreveport, La., ineo)
porated with $§$300,000 capita!; R
Grande Valley Reservoir ani ‘rriz
tion Co.. Moundsville, Tex., «roanix
to build plant for irrigating 150,00
acres of land: Big Vein Pocahont.
Coal Co., Tazewell, Va., incovrpor:.t
with $300,000 capital to develop th
croal properties recently purchased o
Thos. P. Boswell, of Baltimore: 3. !
Avery & Sons, Louisville, planni
construction of additional plow waori
on a site of 35 acres; Puritan Corvd.
Co., Louisville, to build a miil cost
$100,000; Furst Bros., Baltimore, 1
build a $100,000 adition to ylant f

manufacturing picture frames
mouldings; Rockport Coal (.. ool
port, Ky., incorporated with %o(,000

capital to develop 700 acres of  coo
land; Pocatalico 0Oil Co., Charlesio
W. Va., incorporated with S606.01.
capital; Charles R. Ball Lumber '«
Shreveport, La., incorporatet  wii
$50.000 capital; and various others

Business activities included the 1.
lowing:

Gude and Co., Atlanta, G:a., receis
contract for $60,000 po=ctoflice .
Qreenville. Miss.; Whitn =y -Cenir:
National Bank awarded contract
Geo. J. Glover, both of New Orecai-
for $1,000,000 office buildinz: Vi
ginian Railway awarded contracc t-
A. N. Walkup,’ Richmond. for $2¢ 000
station at Roanoke, Va.; City of Balti
more awarded contract to Ll
Peeples & Co., of that city, for co:
struction of §100,000 school: J.
Simmons awarded contract to W. .
Hatcher Construction Ceo., bofh
Dallas, Texas, for construction of
$100,000 warehouse; H. Clay Gruel
awarded contract to C. R. Propst, Lot
of Salisbury, N. C., for construction «
£125.000 office building: J. Thom.-
Ward and associates, of Hamilton, O
to build $150,000 theatre at Louisvill
Marion Hotel Co., Little Rock, aceo
ed plans for §100,000 addition
hotel.

————— e
Big Month's Work at Spencer

Spencer, N. C., April 2.—The Svu
cer shops of the Southern Railwv: »
turned out during the month of March
68 locomotives for service on the fiv:
divisions running into Spencer, which
is said to be the largest month's wors
in the history of the shop. Of the ¢~
engines leaving the shHops 26 wera 1
for heavy repairs, costing in some i
stances 32,000 each. The force of en-
ployes at Spencer has béen greatly iv
creased and it is said every man wor-
thy of work is being employved. In th-
boiler  department the force is the

- largest in the history of the Spenccr

shops. The monthiy pay roll at Spei-

i cer is said to'be $150,000.
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