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AN LD GRAGE A NEW HOBB!

The revival of old fashions in wo-
men’s clothes is not half so significant
as the revival, under another name,
of the old-fashioned Christian grace
of giving. Nowadays this is the fad

of the prosperous. It has become
‘“good form™” for millionaires to make

great donations of a public character.
A man feels himself under a moral
obligation to give back to the peo-
ple in some guise the wealth which
‘he has got from them. Thus, when a
certaln railroad magnate died recently
without making a single public or

charitable bequest, the outspoken sen-
timents of the people condemned him.
He had failed to come up to the rea-
sonable expectation of the world.

On the other hand, when another
New York millionaire died shortly af-
terward, and left something like thirty
miillion dollars to religious and be-
nevolent purpose, all carefully distrib-
uted and without conditions, it was
generally said that he had done a rich
man’'s duty by his money and by so-
ciety, and that he has set a fashion
in giving which other men of wealth
will follow. He gave himself plus
his momney.

A Preacher’s Trony.

" The matter of giving, from the
Christian standpoint, was pointedly
put once by a Philadelphia pastor,
Rev. Dr. Thomas Brainerd, who had
appealed in vain to the prosperous
members of his congregation in be-
half of some good cause:

“Brethren, the Lord has denied you
the privilege of exercising many of the
most precious graces of the Christian
character, which, in His infinite mercy
He has vouchsafed to the rest of us.
You never knew what it was to re-
pose absolute, unassisted faith in God
for the things in this world. You never
had to go to sleep at night without
knowing where your breakfast was to
come from. You never had a sick
child wasting away for the want of
costly luxuries. You never had to
deny yourself the gratification of the
impulses of pity, when a sufferer came
to your door. You mnever had to en-
dure the humiliation of being dunned
for an honest debt, without knowing
whether you could ever pay it. Al
these unspeakable advantages in de-
veloping Chirtsian character an in-
scrutable Providence has taken from
you, and bestowed upon us poor men.
The one solitary grace of the Chris-
tian life which has been denied to us
and given to you, is the grace of 1lib-
erality, and if you don’'t exercise that,
the Lord have mercy on your souls.”

The (‘omglimcntary Grace.

Paul’s thought was not greatly dif-
ferent from this. He pointed out to
the affluent Christians at Corinth that
the poor Macedonians had exceeded
them in coming to the help of the
needy disciples at Jerusalem. These
Corinthians abounded in other graces
—especially in the grace of ‘“utter-
ance”—but they needed the grace of
giving if their religion was not to go
limping. Liberality in hands and feet,
yes, and mouth, also, for all the other
virtues. It in itself is not enough to
constitute a Christian character, but
ft is complementary to the other
graces. A mean Christian is not much
of a Christian. The stingy saint has
scriptural warrant for doubting
whether he is a saint at all,

Three profound considerations were
suggested by the apostle as incentive
tn generosity. One was that the
Macedonlians first gave themselves and
then their gift. That 18 the first prin-
eiple of successful beneficence. The

hand is needed more than what it
holds. ‘““The gift withou! the giver
is bare.” God asks for gifts because

he wants the glvers; and the gifts is
but a token of the giver's allegiance.
The cheapest thing in the world to
impart to our fellowmen is money.

The second principle of philan-
throphy pointed out by the apostle is
that the Macedonians gave out of their
deep poverty. They shared their lit-
tle, which is far better than to dis-
pense from an unmissed surplus. Des-
pite the modern fad of big gifts, the
great works of religion and charity
are to be done by the small offerings
of the many.

In the third place, Paul set forth
a great motive, by appealing to the
example of the Lord Jesus ‘ ‘that,
though he was rich, yet for your sakes,
he became poor.” The gift that 1s hal-
lowed by self-denial partakes of the
very flavor of Christ lives.

One American Man’s Way.

The most remarkable story known
to me of extended influence through
the use of money is that which I have
told at length in my book, ‘“Men and
Missions.” Dr. John F. Goucher, of
Baltimore, is known in educational cir-
cles as the founder, president, and
now president-emeritus of the Wo-
man’s College, Baltimore. He is one
of the real leaders of the Methodist
Epfiscopal denomination, a really great
man, with a doen claims to destinc-
tion. But of all the expressions of his

The International Sunday School Lesson for Dec. 5 is ‘‘Paul on the Grace of
Giving.”’—1 1 Cor. 8:1-15.
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life that appeal to the imagination,
his work in India is the reamrkable.

Nearly a generation ago Dr. Gouch-
er undertook to do a special service
for each of the great non-Christian
lands. Into the problem of India he
put deep thought and through inves-
tigation. The result was that he per-
egonally planned and supported a chain
of village schools in the Northwest
Provinces,—although he himself was
at work in America all the while.
These he carried on to a high school,
the marriage of
Christian students. The wonderful de-
tails of the experiment cannot be told
here; but today the Northwest Prov-
ince are full of “Goucher boys;” and
there are more than fifty thousand
Christians in India who, in all human
probability, would have been heathen
still had it not been for Dr. Gouch-
er's investment of his powers and
money. That wondrous achievement,
which is still multiplying, in.geome-
trical ratio, has been wrought at a
cost of only one hundred thousand
dollars, which is less than many a
man pays for a private yacht. All this
came to pass because of (1) a great
impulse, (2) an investment of person-
ality, and (3) the dedication of the
wealth of which God had made one
man the steward.

The Giving Habit.

One of the surprises of a visit to
heathen temples is the prevalence of
the contribution box. The first act of
worship is to toss a new coin into the
temple chest. Everywhere it is “Glve,
give, give!” The pilgrims and other
worshippers— quite like many West-
eners—have reduced the science of
giving to a fine art They use the
smallest colns: commonly one-twen-
tieth of a cent in American money.
Indeed, there is some currency so
small that it is never used except for
purposes of worship and is called
“temple money.”

At present the churches of North
America are being stimulated to bet-
ter way of giving. The Laymen’s Mis-
slonary Movement is sweeping over the
land, inspiring resolutions to give more
largely, to give more systematically,
and to give more sacredly. Money
represents life. Most persons must,
like William Carey, ‘‘cobble shoes to
pay expenses,” even though their bus-
iness is ‘“‘serving the Lord.” The wider
reach of our Influence—our touch
upon the big world over seas, and our
share in all national activities—must
come through the comsecration of our
money.

——

Seven Sentence Sermolis,

The fault of the age is too much
reading and too little thinking.—Pres-
ident Gilman.
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In morals, as in geometry, a
straight line is the shortest distance
between two points.—Barrows,
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Live I, so live 1,
To my Lord heartily,
To my Prince faithfully.
To my Nelghbor honestly
Die, so die 1.
—Longfellow.
e e »

Expediency is man's wisdom; doing

right is God's.—George Meredith.
e o @

There is more chance for a cripple
on the right road than for a racer on
the wrong.—D, L. Moody.
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Best it is indeed,
To spend ourselves upon the general
good;
And, oft misunderstood,
To strive to lift the limbs and knees
that bleed:
This is the best, the fullest meed.
—Iewis Morris.
. L ] ]

Greatness s self-conscious, not in
the ordinary sense of that phrase but
in the sense that denotes conscious-
ness of itg possession.—William E.
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STORY OF THE WEEPING WIL-
LOW.

This pepuliar drooping tree has a
stre;a.ngely interesting history regarding
its introduction into Europe and Amer-

lica. This was after Alexander Pope
'had builded a home on the Thames

rh.'er in England. At that time he re-
ceived from a friend in Smyrna a drum
of figs, and with 1t there happened to
be a small twig that greatly excited
the poet’s curiosity—so much so that
he stuck it into the ground by the
river’'s bank.

The little tree rocted and soon grew,
to the delight of Poupe. It was the an-
cestor of all those that have since lived
both in Europe and America.

In 1775 a young Brilish officer going
to Boston, Mass.,, iack along with
him, very carefully wrapped in oil
silk, a twig from the genulne “Pope
willow’ and gave the precious twig to
Mr. Curtis, stepson of General Wash-
ington. Mr. Curtis planted planted it
near his home in Virginia. There the

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

WRECKS THE HOWE

Breaks Up Marital and Home Ties Says Mrs. Christy...

All Her Family Troubles to the Influence

of that

(New York World.)

“1 do not wish to enter into a con-
troversy with Mrs, Eddy or Mrs. Stet-
gon or the followers of either, but—

“Christian Science leads young girls
astray.

“Christian Science raises the baser
passions of men.

“Christian Science undermines the
happiness of wedded life.

“Christian Science strikes a death
blow to mother love.

“Christian Science
and mental freedom.

“Christian Science is absolutely
lacking in charity, human and divine.”

This indictment was spoken by Mrs.
Howard Chandler Christy to a World
reporter yesterday afternoon. Chris-
tian Science, according to Mrs. Christy,
has broken up her own home. She is
about to sue for the possession of her
little daughter Nathalie, whom her
husband, Howard Chandler Christy,
the artist, detains at Zanesville, Ohio.
He is a devoted follower of Mrs. Eddy
and wants to bring his child up in
the fadthh Mrs, Christy objects %o
this.

“I know that my husband would
gseek reconciliation now if only it were
not for the influences to which he is
subjected,”” she sighed yesterday. “I
had a telegram from him only last
night. But there are Scientists all
around him in Zanesville, and I
haven't much hope.”

Mrs. Christy is spending Thanks-
giving with her mother and married
sister, Mrs. C. F. Hall, at No. 629
West One Hundred and Thirty-fifth
street. She is a beautiful woman, the
original of the famous “Christy girl,”
but the black and white drawings can-
not reproduce her lovely coloring. She
has long ropes of curly dark halr, big
brown eyes and a wonderfully clear
ivory-white skin. .

Mrs, Christy’s Story.

‘“Understand,”” she sald yesterday,
““that 1 have no personal quarrel with
any member of the Christian Science
Church—Mrs. Stetson, for example.
My attitude toward her has been
grossly misrepresented. And I think
that the basic principle of Christian
Science, as laid down by Mrs. Eddy—
the dominance of mind over matter—
is true and beautiful.

“I used to be interested in Science
myself, till I found that I was alto-
gether unsuited to its ideals. At that
time my husband was rabid against it.
Then afterward, owing to some physi-
cal benefit he thought he had received
from it, he became much interested,
and I tried to like it again. But I
could not believe that all the beauti-
ful things in life are unreal things
And I will not have my daughter
brought up in such a belief,

“I belileve Christian Science leads
girlas far astray from the things in
which they should most firmly believe.
A young girl ought to grcw up regard-
ing a marriage for love as the most
sacred, the most Joyous, the most
beautiful thing that can come into
her life. But Christian Science prac-
titioners deliberately teach that mar-
riage is a lower state, with which only
the lesser minds should content them-
selves. Some go so far as to say that
marriage is absolutely wicked. Do
you suppose I'm going to let them
teach my child that—as they’ve been
teaching my husband?

“Christian Scientists assert that no
ties are binding. They say that these
ties simply do not exist. Don’'t you
see the inevitable effect on men with
a lot of temperament? All sorts of
evil passions will have free rein in
them. They will hate fiercely, they
will grow vindictive, they will become
horribly unjust—and there are other
still baser passions which will blaze
unchecked.

Its Effect on the Home.

“The effect on Christian Science on
the home is extremely subtle and hard
to describe. Yet you see the result in
my case, and I'm only one of many.
I firmly believe. There are lines of
suggestive influence, along which the
church members work when they have
captured husband or wife, whatever
It may be. They won’'t turn anyone
out of their church for being married,
but they make it very plain and clear,
by insidious degrees, that the things
that make the hore are not the real
things, that the little daily efforts and
sacrifices and loving acts are not really
of importance. Then it may be inti-
mated that these things distract the
mind from its true passion for the in-
finite, that ‘union with error must
always drag down the purely aspiring
soul. Oh, it's very subtle—but it
gains its end!

“They disdain all natural affection—
not merely that between husband and
wife, but between mother and child.
I' knew a mother who went into Chris-
tian Science, and sBhe told me after-
ward that she didn't regard her chil-
dren in the same light as before. They
were no longer her children, she said,

destroys moral

Church

Ithey were God's children.
my own little daughter
but I consider her mine. .
most grateful ‘o Him for ‘i
to me. But that L"hrist;.u{‘ Q:'
mother had no human, indi .
fection for her chilg at all’
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ROBINSON CRUSOE AND 17

Would Robinson Crusoe's 1.

Been a Woman?
(Columbia State. )
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An “Advance of Savakd

Mr. Grump (a savage |
don't see why a man sho
ried when a good parns
bought for %25.

Miss Readywitt—As Us
men are at a disadvanta=c _
bear can't be bought rfor m
that.—Boston Transcrip!
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