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reach maturity so quick that one little
Wit may produce 400 babies a year,
ile the off-spring of one parent dur- |

W ]
ins a single season has been estimated |
#' more than sixteen hundred million
Temales, When ot is remembered that
thire are colonies of this insect scat- |
tered throughout every orchard region f
0f the United States from ncsr'th?r'n,i
Michigan to the Everglades of Florida |
and from Los Angeles to Delaware
\ may appreciate what a job it 1s

Vi

to control them.
A Chinese Imvasion,
Talk about the Yellow Peril! This|
little animal came from across the
Pavifie. 1t was brought in on some

Peach stock imported from (China and
Wuas ruining the orchards of Southern
California when one of the farmers
of that region gave his trees a wash
of sheep dip. The dip was composed
of a lime, salt and sulphur solution,
which had come from Australia. He
wis surprised to find that this liquid
wiped out the geale. The fact was re-
ported to the Agricultural Department
and then, as a result of its experi-
ments, began the wholesale spraying
which now goes on all over the coun-

try. Every winter or spring the com-
mercial orchards of the United States
are sprayed with this mixture. The

¢oncentrated spray is too strong to use’
titer the leaves have come out, but
it does not injure the trees while vegi-

e

tition is dormant, and if applied to,
every bit of the bark above g’round!
it

wipes out the scale.

_M'.irm‘v\'or, the San Jose scale has no
Wings to fly from tree to tree, although |
the young can climb abouit from their
little homes over the branches, and
Can be carried on the feet of birds to

the other trees of the orchard or to
otter orchards. which may be many,
miles off. It may also be blown by the |
Wind a short distance.

The insect has so spread that there

Is scarcely a locality in the United
otites whigh is free from it, and the
nnlvy

sf:\lv:ltinn of an orchard is regular
sbraying from year to year. The
Scientists tell me the spraying should|
l‘»-L;:n 4s soon as the tree are planted
for the scale may exist on the nursery |
‘:t”"’\'- and a single family which may :
St I_{‘{ Wwith a space as big as the finger |
nat) Df aq bab}- “'iil oon DODulate n‘)t;
valy your orchard, but also those of |
¥our neighbors. !

The insects live on |

the treas of the forests, so that the |

| =

| seem to
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| sientific doctors, as to Lthe treatment

off ungus diseases.
Insects, Which Eat Millions.

Tt is impossible to estimate the dam.
age done to our orchards by bugs and
rot. There are from fifteen to twenty
insect pests which cost this country
from sixty to seventy-five million dol-
lars a year. The control of the San
Jose scale foot up many millions.
and then there are also the coddling
moth, the plum curculio, plant lice
and the apple and peach porers, which
fatten on the roots of the trees.

Take the peach. We have east of
the Rockies something iike 140,000,-
000 such trees, and they are vielding
a crop worth $15.000,000 a year. 1In
some seasons the hrown rot takes
away fully half of the profits of the
South, and the plum curculio often
eats down our peach inc®me to the
amount of three or four million dol-
lars. By the recent discoveries of
Professors Scott and Quaintance Wwe
are able to control certain peach

pests, and this means an annual sav-.

ing of millions. The material used is
a self-boiled lime and. sulphur wash,
mixed with arsenate of lead. It is
applied several times during the sea-
son,

Onr Big Peach Crop.

Now that the people are going
crazy over the money in appies, they
have forgotten the profits
which have been and are being made
in peaches. I am told that the peach
is one of the biggest gambles in the

have a few thousand such trees and
make a fortune in fruit. The thougzht

lgrew upon him, and he decided to try.

In one wayv and another he scraped
and saved until he had 3100 in cash.
He earned more during the winter,
and in ihe spring was able to buy 2,000
peach trees and plant them out on the
home farm. They grew, and through

his excellent care soon surpassed all
the trees of the neighborhood. He
raised crops between the rows, and

finally brought the orchard into bear-
ing.

Before the fruit was ripe, however,
the mortgage came due, and the elders
of the church which held it notified

him he must come in and pay. He put
| them off for a few weeks and rushed
| his fruit to- the markets, handling it
so that he got the highest prices.
advertised in the Hartford papers, and
hired storerooms there for the display
of his prcaches. His profits were such
that he soon had more than encugh

Imoney in the bank to pav off the mort-
lgages and

leave him a big sum for

the future.
A Ten-Thousand-Dollar Crop.

|
{
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, as lief let

great lottery of fruit raising. it often
fails, but a single good crop covers
many past losses, and two or three
make the orchardist rich. Take the
Miller Brothers., of West Virgima.
They have an orchard which has
vielded dividends of $500 per Aacre,

and out of which they have been mak-

ing from 40 to 60 per cent per annuim.

than ohe

We have altogether more
There

hundred million peach trees.

are eight million In Michigan and al-

most an equal number in Georgia.

and California. Kansas a
creat peach State, and so are Mary-
land and Delaware. Along the eastern
shores of Lake Michigan there is a
peach country, which runs from five
to ten miles back from the lake. ex-
tending north and south for a distance
of 159 miles. Georgia has a number
of orchardists who are cultivating
more than 100,000 trees, 4and there is
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Hale's first peach harvest, in short,
netted him about $10,000. This was
not known to the churchmen until
he came in and said:

“Well, gentlemen, T have come to
arrange about that note.’

“ *But. yvoung man, we don’'t know

He |

standing that the trees are to be plant-
ed at once and are to be eared for for

five yvears, at which time they will
come into bearing, The prospecius
has figures which show that a tract

of five acres g0 treated will give a man

a profitable income. Said the pomo-
logist who told me this story;

‘“That man was a proof-reader who
has to do with government printing
His work is such that the misplacing

of a commma might cost T'nele Sam mil
lions, and a mistake would lose himn
his job. This, he told me, had so worn
upon his nerves, that he felt he must
arrange for his leaving the service at
some time in the near future. He said
he thought this would be a good

place to invest his savinzs, and that hea
would eventually retire to his orchard.

He said he intended to put in all he
 had and to payv the balance on in-
stallments of $15 a month., 1 asked

him if he had gone down to Alabama

to see the land and investigate thea
| proposition. He replied that he had
| not, but that the prospectus AV

'knew the managers

all the figures and showed just what
the profits would be. I asked If ho
He said he did
I thereupon strongly advised him
investment without

He said, however,

not.
to make no such
further knowledge.

{that he thought he would risk it, and

that we can extend it,” said one of the !

deacons. ‘You boys have been very ex-

travagant in selling your peaches, and |

we can't afford to lose this money’
“ ‘But, said young Hale, ‘You don't

' need to lose the money. I have come in

to pay the note’

“*Oh!" returned the elders. ‘if you
have the money to pay we would just
it run. We will have to put
the money elsewhere, You had better
keep it. Al] we want Is our interest.’

¢ *No, indeed.” replied Hale. ‘'l have
the money and I am going to get rid of
that mortgage.” And he thereupon paid
the note.

“The next vear."” continued this man,
““Hale set out more peaches He culti
vated and fertilized his orchard and he
proved that fruit could be made profit-
able in Connecticut. In 18559 he made
£24 000 out of ene erop from
five acres, and he gave such a stimu-
tus to peach growing in New England
{hat there are now something like 0.
000000 trees in Connecticui, while
there ar= many in the adjoining States

thirty- |

S0 wenit away. His mind was mad=
up before he came in, and my advica
was worth nothing.” .

The Agricultural Department h:s
many such schemes brought daily be.

{ore it. Some of them are gonod and
wijl pan out all right, but a great
number are questionable to say tha
i least, and those who invest ghaould
make the most careful inquiries into
locations, markets and the individualis
who are managing before they risk
that which has cost them years of pri-
vation to save,
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Officials of the Banecor & Aronos-
took Pailroad estimate that the total
potato crop of Aronstook county and
contizinils counties served hy that
railroad, produced 23 000,000 bushels
of potatoes last year, which brought
$17.000,000
: — -—-e ———

A weil-planned zarden s one that
will allow 1= much of jt as possibl-
10 e cultivated with a horse l'{lu-n]‘_:
in the gacden doesn't sz weil with
mao=t of us,




