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NORTH CAROLINA

From the Proprietary Period
iJown to the Present Time

I HERE have been four dis-
tinct periods in the
political history of
North (Carolina; first
Was the Proprietary
Period, 1663-1728, when
chief executives of the
colony were selected by
[.ords Proprietors;
ond, the period of Royal

sec-

ymend, 1728-1775. when the
iooonors were selected by the King)
the interval between the ex-
; o1 of the last Reoyal Governor

inauguration of the first con-
fional Governor, 1775-1777. called,
ivenience, the period of Provin-
fourth, the period
Government, 1777-

'.n‘\'vT'TJIn(‘Il[:
onstitutional

Proprietary Period.

isiring  the Proprietary Period
vere tweniv-seven chief execu-

1ivirs in this number, however, the
y v of John Jenkins=, John Harvey,

Thomas and
Tioomas Pollock appear twice, =0 that
were actually twenty-two differ-

Photip Ludwell, Cary

cr<ons who presided over the af-
during the Pro-
Some of these served
their own right,
i« Deputy-Governors, and still
impliyv as Acting-Governors by

1 : of the colony

prictary Period.
iaverinors in

0l being president of the coun-
vacaney occurred in the
The first GGovernor,
as is Il enough known., was William
Froanomond,

i1 il

nor's oflice.

who was selected hy Wil-

lerkelev, Governor of Virginia.

one of the Lord Proprietors, at

v miquest of the other Proprietors.
bie cetrved from  October. 1663, to
Ootoher, 1667. leturning to Virginia
Lo wa= hanged by Governor Berkeley's

participation in Bacon's re-

bl ion l.ake Drummond, in the greatl
I ti=n Swamp, perpetuites his name,
= el Stephen, who succeeded Drum-
topd,. served from October. 1667, l“i
Pheconmi bier, 1669, dyving in office |
Thomas Bastechurch, who was appoint-
el (lovernor in November, 1676,
ver quaiified. At the time of his

Sppointument e was on a visit to Eng-
i

Jand i his return to his govern-
ment e stopped at the Isiand of

vis, where he speedily fell in love
vithh o Creole lady, of course very
beantiful  and equally  very wealthy.

mained to pav his court. send-
= his friend. Thomas Miller. to Car._
i to conduct the government un-
arrival. Fastcharch won his
e but lest his office. . When he
v reached Virginia with his bride
¢ tovund Carolina in reveolt against
Miltler. The rebels refused to recog-
/v Kastehureh's commission.  While
chdeavoring to persuade the Governor
PoVirginia to give him aid in seiz-
. The governmeitt of Carolina by
‘orie. he died, it is said of chagrin.
fomias Miller was deposed by the
wbels who set up a government of
Their own, nominally under the leader-
Hip of John (Culpepper, but really
nder that  of George Durant. who
ceems= o have been the first example
17 North Carolina politics of a party
nss. Seth Sothel, a Lord Proprietor,

s

| is

]

)

tds o sent over in 1678 to quiet the,
: bled waters, On his way d4cross
T Atlantic he was captured by

tales and four vears elapsed before

“oourrived to take possession of his
e, He proved himself to be the

Ww.0:

=i Governor in the whole lot. and
1688 after seven vears of misrale,
t deposed by the people and ex-
hetled ‘rom the province. From 1689
1712 North Carolina was governed
Deputy-Governors. the Governors
“miselves residing at Charleston. S
In 1712 Edward Hyde. a near
Dinsmian of Queen Anne. became the
! Governor of North Carolina as a

:" barate and distinct province from
'_'”-“_11‘ arolina. Governor Hyvde died
i ! ' i-: 3

1 a victim of yellow fevear.
‘__!mrws Fden 1714-1722: GGeorge Bur-
fington. 1724-1725. and Sir Richard

‘}’""f““'d- 1725-1728, were the other
rovernors of  North Carolina under

T

‘e Proprietors. From 1712 to 1714,
“nd again in 1722, Thomas Pollock as
President of the council. was Acting-
fau\'vrnrjr. owing, in the first instance
‘v the death of Governor Hvde. and
:" The second to the death of Gover-
1':'.",_,"°"]PE‘.' .IT])nn_ the death of Pollack,
s William Reed became Acting-
rovernor until the arrival of Bur-
rington in 1724.
. Royal Governors,

- 'he crown purchased the province
"em the T.ords Froprietors in 1728,
during the administration of Gover-

1y at their

nors: George Burrington, 1731-1734:

<4, 1804; William: Hawkins, Decem-

' ber 7, 1811, November 28, 1812, No-

Gabriel J?l_mstrm, 1734-1572; Arthur |
Dobbs,  1754-1765; Wiliiam Tryon. |
:iﬁé—lul. and Josiah Martin, 1771-
e

111__1_-52. and the arrival of Dobbs, in
1775, #latthew Rowan, as president
of the council, wac Acting-Governor;
._am.l between the departure of Tryvon,
in Jl_)ne. 1771, and the arrival of Mar-
tin, in August of the same vear, James
H&sell was Acting-Governor., Bur-
rlngmn_ was removed from office on
complaint of the colonists: Johnston
and Dobbsesdied in office: Tryon, on
a'{'-t'mgnt _of his c¢ficient administra-
tion in Neorth Carolina, was promoted
to t_he Governorship of New York. and
Josiah Martin was driven out of the
provinee by the revelutionists in 1775,
Johngton, Howan, Dobbs, Trven aud
;\_la.rtm Were honored bv having coun-
ties named for them. The names of
Jehnsmn and Rowan still remain. 1In
1191. Dobbs was abolished and the
territory which it embraced was di-
vided into Lenoir and Glasgow. @las-
gow was named in honor of James
G_!asng. Secretary of State, but upon
his being convicted of issuing fraudu-
lent land grants in what is now Ten-
nessee, the name of the county was
chan2ed to Greene, in honor of Gen-

eral Nathaniel Greene. 1In 1779 the
name of Tryon county was changed
to Lincoln, in honor of Bonjau;lin
Lln{-(f!n, the Revolutionary general.
I\ngrtm county, formed in 1774, was
originally named for Governor Josiah
Martin, 1t, too, would Ilikely have

been changed after the Revolution but
f_{;r the popularityv of Alexander Mar-
tin, a Revolutionary patriot, who
hg:ame Governor in 1782 and again in
1780. So the name was retained in
his honor. .
Provincial Government.
In 1775, after the expulsion of Gov-
ernor Josiah Martin, it became neces-
f24ry to institute some kind of govern-

ment in the prevince to take the place !

of the overthrown royal government.
This government consisted of a sys
tem of commitliees, cailed Commitiees
of Safety. It was designed at first
that there should be one committee
in each town, one in each county, one
in each of the six districts into which
the province was divided, and one,
called the Provineial Council, or Coun-
¢i! of Safety, for the province as 4
whole, Over and above these com-
mittees was the Provinciual C‘ongress,
This scheme of government was in
full and complete operation from
October, 1775. to January., 1777. The
chief executive officer of the system
was the president of the council. There
were threa presidents: Cornelius Har-
nett. from QO¢tober 18, 1775, to August
21, 1776; Samuel Ashe, from August
21, 1776, to September 27, 1776, and
Willie Jenes,
1776, to October 25, 1776, This pro-
vincial government was superceded by
the government established, under the
(‘onstitution of 1776, by the Provincial
Congress of November-December,
1776. The Constitution went into el-
tect January 1, 1777,

The Constitutional Government.

This period of our government may
be divided into three distinct periods
according to the methods of choosing

SVE-

the governors and the terms of their |

service. The [first period extlends
from April 18, 1777 to Decembsr 1,
1826: the second, from January 1.
1827 to 1868; the third period from
1868 to the present. During the
first period the governor was elected
by the l.egislature. The term was one
vear and no person was eligible to
the office for more than three years
in any six successive years. During the
sccond period the governor was glect-

ed by a direct vote of the people.
The term was two years and eight
succersive Years. During the third
period the method of ¢lection was
unchanged, but the term was mude
four vezars, and no governor is eli-
gible to succeed himself.

Goevernor Under Constitution of 1776.

Article XV of the Constitution of
1776 reads as follows: “That the
Senate and House of Commons, joint-
first meeting after each
annual election, shall by ballot elect
a governor for one vear, who shall

not pe eligible 1o that office longer
ithan three years in each six suc-
cessive yvears.” -

This (onstitution was adopted by
ithe Provincial Congress December 18,
1776. The first Ascembly was not 10
meet until April 7, 1777, In order
to bridge the gap, the Congress, by
a special ordinance appointed Rich-
ard Caswell governor until the As-
sembly should c¢hoose his successor.
On April 18, 1777, the Assembly chose
him to succeed himself.

Of twentyv-four govsrnors
by the the lLegislature thirteen were
elected three times in suceession.
They were as follows:
well elected April 18, 1777, April 18,
1778, May 2, 1779; and again Novem-
ber 2, 1784 December 9, 1785, De-
cember 16, 17868, Samiiej
December 13, 1787, November 11,
178%. November 16, 1789 (rsigned De-
cember 5. 1788 to accept election 1o
United States Senate).
Mari'n, December 5, 173889, November
17. 1790, December 30, 1791: Richard
Dobbs Spaight, December 117 1792.
December 20, 1792, January 2, 1795;
Samue! Ashe, November 14, 1?95._09-
cembr 12, 1798, December 2, 1797;

irom September 27, |

chosen

Between the death of John=ton, |

Richargd Cas- |

Johnston, |

Alexander ,

vember 10, 1813% William Miller, No-
\"emher 20, 1814, November 25, 1815,
November 23, 1816:; John Branch, De-

cember 6, 1817, December 5, 1818,
December 7, 181%; Gabriet Holmes,
December 7, 1821, December 7, 1822,

December 6, 1823: Hutchins, G. Bur-
ton, December 7, 1824, December 6,
1825, December 29, 1826; and Davild
1. Swain, December 6, 1822, Decem-
ber 9, 1833, December 10. 1834. Be-
f'ld(‘-‘i being elecied for three terms
in 173990 and 1591, Alexander Martin
had aiready served two terms, having
been elected governor April 22, 1782

and again April 25, 1735; and Benja-
min \Williams, after serving three

terimns form 17499 th 1802, again servej |

aone erm from November2i
to November 28, 1508,

1807

Those whe served only two terms |
were. Niathaniel Alexander. Novem-
ber 25. 1805 to November 24, 1307: |
David Stone, November 28 1808 to .
December 1, 1%16; John Owen, De-
cemigey 12, 1828 to December 18,
18020; and Montford Stokes, Decem-
ber 18, 1830 {o December 6, 1832,

The following served one term only:
Abner Nash, April, 1780 to June 25,
1781; Themas Burke, June 25, 1781
to April 22 1782; Wiiliam R. Davie.

Decamber 3, 1798 to November 24,
1799; Benjamin Smith, December 1./
1810 1o [.)(-‘('t-‘ll]l)tfl: 1 1811; Jesse
Frankitu, bDecembér 7. 1820 to De-

cember © 1821; James iredell. Decem- |
ber 8, 1827 to December 12, 1828, andg

Richard Dobbs Spaight, Jr., Decem-
ber 10, 1825 to December 51, 18186,

Rithard cCaswell was elecled
ernor more times and served longer
terms than any other man since the
Revolution. He was  olected seven
times—December 198, 1776, Apvil 18,
1777, Aprit 18, 1778, May 1779,
vembeyr 9, 1784, December 9, 1780,
and December 16, 1784. After Caswell
comes Alexander, Martin, who was
chosen governer five
22 1782, April 25, 1783, December 5,
1789 November 17. 1790, and Decem-
ber 30, 1791,

The following countries contributed
the governors during this period:
l.enoir, Richard Caswell; Craven, Ab-
ner Nash, Richiarg Dobbs Spaight, and
Richard Debbs Spaight, Jr.; Oransge,
Thomas Burke; Guilford, Alexander
Martin: Chowan, Samuel Johnston
and James Iredell: New Hanover,
Samuel Ashe; Halifax, Willlam R,
Pavie and John Branch; Moore, Ben-
jamin Williams: Warren,
Turner, William Hawkins, and
liam Miller: Mecklenburg, Nathaniel
Alexander; Bertie, David
Rrun=wick, Benjamin Smith:
Jesse IFrankling Sampson, (zabriel
Holmes Bladen, John Owen; Wilkes,
Moniford Stokes; and Buncombe,
David L. Swain, Warren county had
the zovernor for Six yedrs in suclcess-
ion—William Hawkins, 1811-1814,
and William Miller, 1811-1817.

In 1802, John Baptista Ashe was
elect=4 governor, but died before he
could qualify. James Turner was then
elected. Samuel Johnston was elect-
ed for his third term November 16,
1784, but resigned almost immedi-
ately to become the first Senator from
North Carolina in
gress.  William R. Davie recigned in
1799, after having served one term
only, in order to accept the position
to whiich he had been appointed by
the President of the United States as
Special Ambassador to I'rance, 10-

Surry,

zether with (hief Justive Oliver F:!ls-!

worth and Willam Vards Murray.
American Minister at The Hague, 10
negotiate a treaty with  Napoleon

Bonaparte.

Davidi L. Swain was the youngest
man cver elected governor of North
(‘arolina, being oniy thirty-one at the
time of election. Hie fellow county-
man. Zebulon B. Vance. was thirty-
two when elected governor. Richard
Dobbs Spaight, Jr.,, governor 1835
1836 was the son of Richard Dobbs

. Spaight, governor 1792-1785—this be-

ing ‘he only instance in the history
of Neorth Carolipa in which hoth
father andgd son became governor.

Governors Under the Coastitution of

1835.

The fonvention of 182, chaznged the

the governor and
After that date
by a direct

methiod of electing
the ierm of office.
the zovernor was elected

vote of the people, and his term of |

office was changed from
Vears. It was bprovided that nuo
person_ should serve for more than
two terms successively. In case of 4
vacancy the President of the Sendte
succeeded. There was no lieutenant
governor, Eight (Governors were
elected und: r the Constitution of 1855
and *wo President's of the Senate suc-
ceeded to the office by reason of va-
cancies.

The first governor chofen under
the provisions of the Constitution of
1825 was Edward B. Dudiey, of New
Hanover. who took his seat Decem-
ber 1. 13836,
elcted was Jonathan Worth, who took
his seatl
forc=d out of office by the recon
struction government July 1, 186,

FEdward B. Dudley, Joun M. Mare-
head, William A. Graham, David =
Reid, Themas Bragg, John W. Ellie,
Zebulern B, Vance and Jonathan Worth

viie 1o 1w

20V - |

-5
N -

times—April |

James
Wil- |

Stone ;|

the Federajy Con- |

The last governor ithus '

December 15, 1865 andiwas |

nor Everard. e : ey a21m i SRl - si B
GOVERNORS OF office, as r&e g;izxgtai(??unu?l l"ln% ?}‘;’gdm\jn““.lh - i :\')\-(‘!t‘tb@-r £y Eh:“'. elected far twe terms. (Charles
crown, until the arrival fl e __0 L e SRR, ovember 28, 1800, ,\(nembet‘! Maniy was defeated for re-clection.
the first Royal t‘:\-& of Burrington, | 25. 1301; James Tgrng-r, December 6, | Warren Wirslow, President of the
There were in alll qiez.trnic{'g\‘almt“é:‘;:' 2t ires embuRAE 1393, Navewmbety Bemite. succesded o e aftice of
‘ s = - SOVerrnor upon the resignation of Da-
‘:iq N. Reid, who had been ele 101
United Staes <Sepator, and Henry,

', Clark, President of the Senate, e-

i came govervor upon i1he dealn of

Gevernor Ellis, Juls : 1861,
i Governor \Viance was turned oud
3 Of"' oflice My “a1h, 1885 by
i mj“[il!‘_\' order and was cucceeded by

W. W. Holden as Provincital Gover-

, nor. In the «lection of 1565 Holden
| was defedated by Worth, In 1845 un-
der the new Constitution, Holden was
elected Governor. Unwilling to wait
iu_:‘ the constitution'idl heginning of
Ih's term, he induced the military com-
In:ander of the district to issue n
order removing Governor Worth . nd
placing Holden in otfice July 1.
| Be. served until March 22, 1871,
| When, having becen convicted in an
J‘ 1m|~"‘-h‘h?l:t*nl ‘:ll_‘I.“ro'i Tihye ."‘.‘t':lci:l', l‘r
' high crimes, he was removed from
tofiCe and dedlared incapahble of again
thold@ing oftice in North Caralina i
[ wWas succeeded by the Lisuten:nt-
E
L
|

?\l.\

Governor, Tod R, Caldwell
Governors Since 1868,

IS6R the Governor has bheen
elected by the People for a term of
?t,ur Vearlrs, .\\.l' l}-".';l.v? cCdAatl o 17 B A
cied himselfl The Constitution of
1868 created the afice of Licuatenan.-
Governor, who succeeds o the otfice

Since

of Governor in case of a vacaaoy.
Sirce 1868 the State hiax had thirteon
{ Gavernors. "'our - Ldeutenant-tjove?r-
| nors have succeeded to the Governor =
| otfice. Caldwell became Governor in

1 1871 upon the impeachment ond -
vVietion of Holden; Brozden, in 1874,
unpon the death of Cialdwell Jar\vis,
in 1879, upon the election of Van e
o the Unitegd States Sepate, and Holr,
in 1891, upon the F ol

death ol i le.
Celdwell

and Jarvis wore afterwird
| elected Goavernor in their own rig::
l All told, North Carolina ha o
sevenlv-six Governors or Acting-(; .
ernors, exclusive of the teo (iovernars
jl)f “Virginia™ (talvigh's RHoinoke

i""’l(}n}'-. and the three Presidents of
the Council of Safely from 17375-17704.

| Since the adoption of the Constituation
fof 1776 there have veen forty-so\ven
tUigel executives of the State. whose
ih;_"‘ 2 been furnisired by the followng
Cthirty counties: l.enoir, (‘raven,
| Orange. Guilford, Chowan, New Yion-
i”"“r'. HalifTax, Mgore. Warren, M ooik-
| lenburg, Bertie, BPrunswick. SUrEY,
| >impson, Bladen., Wilkes, B mhue,
“Wake, Rockingham, ‘umberiind,
i Ntﬂ'll‘"liiﬂl]!:-'nl}, Rowan, ldgecorm e,
Randolph. Burke, \Wawvn Pitt \Na-
"lmzsn'.-n, Forsyvthe and Per=m The
| todlowing counties have given ‘he
IState two or mare Governors: Criven
Nash, Richard Dabbs Spaight T,
| Richard Dabbs Spaight, Jr.; Orange -
'Thomsas Burke and William A ara-
ham; Guiiford— Alexander \Martin

Morehead:;

‘.}]n.‘ 11
Joahnsten ang I

James lrodell:
Ashe tnd

[
!-H!'l Jaohn Al
l:-:-_:m'.u-?

P New Hanover—Samuel
Patdwerd B. Dedley: Halifax —Wiitkam
iT;. Iravie, John Branch and H it hins

i. Burion; Warren—James Turner,
William Hawkins and William Miller:
Brunswick—Benjaimnin Smith and Dan-
lit‘: .. Russell; Buncombe—David 1.
P Swzin and Zebulon B, Vance; Wake—
| Chorles Manlv., W. W. Holden and

l_'=;'1nu‘. 3. Fowie: Rockinzham David
S heid and Alfred M. Scales: lHdge-
combe—Henry 1. tlark and lias

Carr: Wavne—{('urtis H. Brogden : nd
Charles B. Ayoock.
! Counties have been named in hopaor
of Caswell, Burke, Ashe, Davie, Swun,
Gzraham and Vince.

Of these foriyv-seven Governors it
1§ known that there are portraits of
at least thirtv-nine. No portrait s
knewn 1o exist of Casweil, Burke,

t Ashe, Alexander, =tone,
Holmes, the youngey

aon&sible. however, that
poriraits of at least some of thes: in
eXxistence. The State ougnt to pusS=Eois
a collection of pourtriits of all her (3o -
ernors Would it nog be a fine thing
if each of the countiezr which have
furnishied the State Wwilnl Gosernors
would present their poriraits to ‘he

Fotate:

DR. HENDERSON'S LECTURES.

Frankiin,
=paight. It :»
Ihl-."v nay l.e

Anpeccdotes and Reminiscences of Ber-

! nard Shaw., Mark Twain and hsn,
(=alisbury Post )

Pr. Ar-hibald Henderson's e siure

‘at Mrs. Charles Price's las: evening

was heard by a large and appreciative

audience. A beautiful musical pro

gram was rendered by a number of
' the city’'s most talented ariist=s. alter
. whith Hon., A. H. Price introduced
'the distinguished zuthor. Iir Hen-
fders‘un'.-: lecture, which followed, was

ja literary ireat His impre=s<,..n of
| Burope and of the distinguished peo-
| ple he hzd met, were all most inter-
Lesting and deligntfully told. His an-
| ecdates and reminiscences of Bernard
[Shaw. Mark Twain, lbsen and oiher
lgreat men that he had known were
| especially happy and illuminating

The evening was in all respects a
most delightful one and Salisbury neo

ple are extremely fortunate in beinsg
‘amonz the first 1o hear the brilliant
author, eritic and philo=sophier ufter

his lonz absence abroad.

e =

| John Trotwoed Mocore, authoar of
~+Jark Ballington — VYoresie="" LS
sope into th: Tennessee mount.ins to
g‘a!hﬂ' lecal color far his new o ok,
i *The Bishop of Milk-Sick 'reck 7
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