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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC

By J. W. Muiler — -

HALF HOUR PORTRAITS OF
DICKENS GREATEST CHARACTERS

‘ : 5 . haracters
Thne Micawbers—Dickens Greatest Humorous C ‘

‘-J
he wonld polish his shoes with ex-
When Charles Dichens began “The' somethinz A S A 1S WLS iruordinary  paitis and 50 --}4! hum-!
Per-onal History of David Copper- Mro AMicawher. mineg & tune., with an air of grealer
field.,” which was issaed  first  in He carried a jannoy stickh with & oty than eser.
monthly numbers  from 1819 10 (4000 puir of rusiy fassels oo il and something Unpleasant Turas Up.
1850, there gresw umnder his womder- . e gntcide of his :,,,,-. n mne A e o, . \it Mi-
ful hand enough characters (0 make o0 pveooiqas, pureiy for effecy Vi P e 8 .'*Hl‘rﬁ e L, Ur-.. Then
mank books., To say that the figure . gied throagh 1f very PATELY SR 'd"."'.u..!-h] “:”.‘-}w-l 1‘” .1"1;- h»‘-'n-‘.i'rrn-l‘inl:
of Wilkins Micawber towers t';u? ShOvE | could e ORIy gee anvimass WS s}qr':r‘\r‘l\'fl]'!ﬁ *{Tlr:-lnq *‘-‘.i'll’?irﬂ:‘-}f = .hi:.—
the rest in B - SEOTY l{mt COESERA .!h" e did. 1..';‘.1‘\.- th ~-.”}‘.u s:;nhi».-»i, but, happily,
l."ﬂ':‘.“,"“' Little .l.‘.""llivl'..“.‘..ir“]' I:‘.]“_::.h- Though his clothes waore viasiiy though he might contemplate seii-
."'.""-" M'."rh‘)nh kEaiie ._.;“m . ‘1}. shabby, he wore a magniticent shirt aunninil:iition at the beginpning of one
Trotwood, i~ a suggestion of - U codar 1hai Duade  an overDOWents o thoace confessions, he was fairly
sreatness of this extraordinary r‘n-.. '.,I_“'__t'““ the henolder estecially when .--:-1..:::. i o bl B ooong i gl
ation, A-s the nn\v!I;lifl,‘-{!:t---«:-h. t!I. he sotiled his chin in i, as he did .p. ond of it  He might arrive home |
e :lulu-'r' e uni;_l :H g zl‘.l .ld-ht' whensver he had someitiiing  more ‘-.,;'11':1 .1--;:1%; finoding his fine Tace, and
l'l"l.‘..;l'h l"l! L .‘:;I;.:I;-‘:“‘l‘:-lc-;;::‘; :\: ‘;;‘ ‘];_:: than wsu 1‘1 Conttdeses ;ti.!‘.:_; (Lh S i - with fhe declaration that ““11!:”; wael
i~ qr ? LA ‘¢ L. e L9 + - ) . 5 - ety . ) = o '
?\li':-a:“?n-r were chailenging Charples PUessStve Looanzodn: ‘ ekt but . Jail. ::l.:«! h.;\ ":'.-.‘;..l‘H: .l':
Dickens to depict him, Hogeiossly Mr. Micawber explained that he bed making ool ‘-:1‘1‘--;"-1.:"‘![ “ ‘z\'
hopetul, contemplaging s own moral  was willing to recer.oe ‘?‘1—' young b pense Gl pulting ﬂ"\’\__ “J.LI ”“.h l'
and mental crandeur with innocent, cinnes whom e now hood the plea the hougse i ocase anyintns Lurne

APPROACH ME AGAIN—YOTU —YOU—YOU HEEP OF INFAMY —GASPED MR. MICAWBER."
(From the original block illustration by bFred Barnard.)

delizhtful worship. dissipated, bor-.
rowing, beaming, he stands, etemmazaily
alive, an eternally magnificent cava-
lier of smiling misforvane: and Mrs,
Micawber stands by his side, hardly
a3 o second character, but as his
complement. The two are one. Old
in sordid things, they are splendidly '
young with hope. They are childvren,
wonderful, great children, to whmn‘-i
everything Is real tho moment it is;
couceived, And so, as we live with |
them and langh at their audacious |
absurdity, we grow to love them, |
hardly knowing why, till we realize |
that it Is this: that they possess that |
childhood immortality that most of '
us lose with its years.

Mr. Micawber long has been a'!
favorite cltation for those who hold
that Dickens’ characters are extra-
vagant. If there is any extravagance |
in Wikins Micawber, it
Lo the writer that the extravagance

f comdleted the establishment,

seems |

is only in the extravagance of genius

that he lavished on Qim.

Micawber

is n marvellous object, reared im- |

perishable in a
rerishing things, to astound and de-
light us,
lizhted those who saw it reared, and
as it will astound and delight those
who come after us.

—

“in the
field

day when David

C'opper-
began his duties

in the wine

market place of!

|
i}

as it astwounded and de- |

' exert
siraet

warehouse of Murdstone & Grinby in

l.ondon, he
stoutish,
brown

was
middie-aged
surtout
shoes, with no more
head (which was a
vely shining)
egzr.  His Tace was very extensive
and bore a cvertain indescribable ex-
pression as of being about to say

person

hair
large
than there

introduced to a'
in a|
and black tights and
upon his |
one and,
is upon an .

ure to behold as an inmate of
domicile, in short, as a lodger.
Mr. Micawber's nouse in Windsor
Tarrace, shabby like himseif and,
Hke himself, making all the show it
could, had the blinds down on
first floor in order to delude
neighbors, that floor
unfurnished. Mrs.
and faded lady,
parlor with a

his |

the
being entirely
Micawber, a thin

was sitting in the
babhy at her breast.

This baby was one of twins: and no- the King's Bench Prison. announcin

body ever saw both the twins de-

tached from Mrs. Micawber at the
Bamae time. One of them alwavs was"
taking refreshment. Two other |

children, Master and Miss Micawber,
with a
dark young woman whe had a habit
of sgnortine and acted as servant to
the family, being, as she
an “orfling from St. Luke's
House, close by.”

Mra. Micawber welcomed Master
(‘opperiield with the sorrowful state-
ment that when she lived with papa
and mamma she never expected to
take a lodger, “but,” said she brave-
ly, “Mr. Micawber being in difficul-
ties, all considerations of a private
character must give way.”

Poor Mrs. Micawber had
herself. The
door was quite
great brass piate

Work

tried to
center of the
covered by a
on which was en-

graved: *“Mrs. Micawber's Boarding
Establishment for Young IL.adies.”
But no young lady ever had been
to school there, nor had the least.

preparation ever been made to re-
ceive any young iady. The only
visitors were creditors, some quite
ferocious. At these times Mr. Mi-
cawber would be transported with
greaf and mortification,
length of making motigns at himself
. with a razor, but within half an hour

the |

explained, '

carried off, and did
not recover till she had made and
.enjoyed a little jug of egg-nog. The !
Larniture, with the exception of a

, plied for his release

even to the !

{ the world, and

up. the hoove of something turning
up br_-ln_;: one that sustained Ar. and
Mrs. Alicawbg* through all afflictions. |

So litile turned up. however, th;u?,
at last, after the family plate (six

teaspoons, two salt spoons and a pair
of sugar tongs) had been Pawned,
and even Mr. Micawber's library (a
few hooks on a little chiffonier) had
sone lu a second-hand shop, Mr., M-
cawber was arrested and carried tni
to the world that the God of I)aii
had now gone down «n him, but be-
ing able to recover his fourage suf-
ficiently to play a very lively qamol
of skittles before noon and to give
4 very pleasant little dinner as a sort |
of joint-stock repast with some other
prisoners.

Mrs. Micawber fainted when Mr.
Micawber was

bed. a few chairs and a kite
having been
the two p

hen table,
seld, she encamped in
arlors of the emptied house
with the twins, the youthful

| Wits

ed up.
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{rospection about het n
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or., at least, before ey D
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1lie
whithh 1| inherited from g
bhaon s ]
their
which was the wedding
pupa, has been actuaily U \
for nuthing,
AMir. Micawhbher, Nal™ eriedg M
cawber, affected
paver widl do ael”w

=Nby Brel™ said) M 3ean

MY e

Viny el Into IS aprms
However, 1o Xlrs, 3l
came in intaition thoat

somethinzg RS

|_'_);_-1,.-..

mirzht do

4 position in the
CPlymouth for a4 man of M

| her's ereat talents, amil M
Fher instantly resolyed

that nlace to be oo the spo
"anvihing turned up.

T Theyv celebriated their

| “iving a farewell suppes :
| Copoertield, at whiclhi Mo v
[lll‘:!l&:l"(i ninm as being ofne Wil
' heart to feel, and a head
tand a hand to—"in short,

{ Micawber, “a goeneral abil
TI'-‘.-'H of suech avallable pro
el Lee made 1w

havine agone  erpgnds 1o
brower's at timies when M, Al
prevented from it b
nancy of his feelings and Mrs

bher by the 1wins, PRIy i
friend.” said Mr. Micawhe
older than yon: a man of
perience in anid LI
experience, in short, 1n of it}
renerally speaking. Al Pross
until something turns up
am. 1 mav sav, hourly «xpe
I have nothing to bestow b

Still, my advige i so far wo
ing that—in short, that © has
taken it myself, and am the
Mr. Micawber, who had beer
ine and smiling a h

H“\i T-Ii"t" l.‘hr‘t L:-‘i’ lll:']l:-h";f' vt

]T OV

ed-——"1he miserable wretich
behold'"”
“*My dear Micawbher!”

Micawhber,

“1 say.” rewturned Mo M
forzetting himselr onil
“the miserable wreteh you
hold, My advice 18, nesed
moirrow what vou can do toda
crastination is the thief of e
lar him. My other
Copperticid! Annual income,
pounds; annnal expenditors
teen, nineteen six:; result, e
Annuda! income, twenly poid
nual expenditure, Twents
ought and six; result, miser;
blossom is bliehted, the leal 12 &
ered, the God of Dav
upon the dreary scens,
shori, you are fore.ver
I am!"”

To make
pressiva, Mr.,
of pun<h
HHornpipe.

Although
ine spot in

sSmirirns

Piesece of

and iy
Aoor.d

his examples more
Micawber drank a 3
and whistled the !

Mr. Micawber arvived

lymouth,
Talent, he
not wanted in the Custom
fact, a3 he and Mrs.
clearly, they would rather not noa.oo
man of Mr. Micawber’s taients

House

C‘ugstom House, Mrs, Micawne!
family, also, failed to recsive n
with the ardor which he had
sonably expected, as one 30 new!l,
leased from captivity. In fat
reception was not only cool, but

branch of
personal to
had been

the family became
Mr. Micawber befors
there a week. U'nd.

Micaw- | . ire T o
: E circumstances there was notnit:
E:{\?edar;(.l. ,,:3:-.,, Orfng till  she re-| a2 man of Mr. Micawber's spirit
;}19 prison wh :'0 Mr_'. M.lcawber in to  do bnt to borrow frogn
-‘omfn-rtu_hl'\ lhz::; -;htel';f:yh 1:;-('1? dm(’rei branch of the family the moji-s
=< - 4 Ve out! - e SR
of prison, Mr' Mh‘a.wber‘s aﬁairs | I"-.“'lll‘l'l 1o l;i‘nd(ln .lt any s ri‘

WwWere

eéxtremely involved on account |
of A former composition with his
creditors  which  was referred to

madjestically by Mr. and Mrs. Micaw- |
ber as ““The Deed.” At jast this rock |
was removed, and Mr. Micawber ap. |

n‘nder the in-|
which would get |
n i al_mu[ 81X weeks. |
= _«\hnd then, said Mr. Micawber !

ave no doubt ¢ shalil, p!ea.s:;.
Heaven, begin to be beforehand with |

o live in 4 perfactiy |

solvent debtor's aci,
him free within

Waiting for a Remittance to Turn 1

On their way back, as they =«

near the ancient town of antert o

Mr. Micawhber wias of the omn

that it would he rash not to o 1hel

and gee the (‘athedral, first o0

| vount of its being so well worth s

ing. and secondly on account of

| &real probability of somethiog '@

ing up in a cathedral town.
Here David Copperfield, now
in Canterbury, found them
for what Mrs. Micawber hopef

(Continued on Page Fifteen )
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