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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

e

Like Industry.

( Brownsville (eTx.) Dispateh to New

York World.»

tumse!r The title i not

priate

handled many thousands of venemons

reptiles,

Jus now they are catching a greal

manv. it being the breeding seaso

I+ is not unusual for a rattler to bring
Not long
ags one brought forth 183 in one lit-

forth 39 or 60 in one litter,

n.

cents. and it rapidly grows in value|moras.

wip o 36 te $10, depending upon its
Snakes are usually sold by
King feeds his snakes
fi~ld wmice and rats brought in by

weight.
the pound.

Mexican boyvs,
King says he

Texas and all of Nortnern Mexico

the natural habitat for rattlers and
many other kinds of poisonous rep-

Liles

Women Hunt Rattlers.

Mrs King is an expert snake hunt-
ot As a girl she learned to handle
ihe v with a minimum of danger. She
fsuni that there was a market for
them and for several vears before
meoting King she made = pusiness of
hunting the reptiles in the brush
acound Brownsville. She still delights

has handled more
than 500,009 snakes since he started
in the business, about Lwenty Years
AR He is now shipping annually
about 20,000 snakeg from his farm.
The chaparral wilderness of South

hypnotize people.
an authentic case.

comes in.

is

there is danger.

tion for handling.

_ t the strike out of it by tiri it.
in snake hunting. and is usually ac- ge y ng

companied by a sister, who is an as-
The hunting of
rattiesnakes gives employment to more

sistani at the farm.

the vear.

snakes from the King farm are
shipped all over the world. They
are in demand by museums, side
shows zoological gardens. and for oth-
er exhibition purposes. Many of these

wnakes are also used for scientifis pu
frovmes for S[Udy and dn.-\sovling.
The Kings do qnite a business
selling snake poison. 1t is used larg
by by chemists for experimental pu
poses and brngs a zood price. It
watd to be valuable for medicinal pu

poses also There is also much d
mand for rattlesnake oil, many _bt‘-
heving that it is god for rheumatis

and same other ills

King and his wife have been bitten

many Hhimes by rattlesnakes.
snakes Taste lLike Veal
“The first time | was bitten by
rattiesnake was in 1897.” he says.

was sk at the stomach for some time,
L - of the smake. The head is drawn out
but T cut the wound and let the blood semeh Phogeecd o gy t

‘ te of potash, S -
fow, usng permanganate po and the id tightened against the neck,

with a hypodermic injecction of am-

mona Sometimes it is necessary
apply a tourniqueti.
pouson hits the flesh it seeps off,

the safest way is to cul a little Cross—
about half an inch—at the place bit-

As soon as the

rattle.

r-
- vear in damp years."”

- Poison Is Extracted.
]'-
is
r-

el fangs and poison sac.

50

solution is mixed properly and ad- |tablespoenfuls.

mingtered properly 1t 18 a sure cure,

m my opinion.

“Yes 1 have heard of cating snake
rmeat old settlers have 1old me they
The meat is white

have had Lo eat it
and line tasting like veal

“It » spake i8 hit Ly a stick and
wounded, it will tryv to poison itself.
Kaltiesnakes coil in a flash, but they |low tinge. While th

d» wot have to be coiled in order
bite They have to coil in order

wmp, and they are very lively when

they do move 1If a rattle is moving

cas swing around like a flash and
sirike but if it has a chance to get

away it will not trouble vou. From
coil they can throw themselves tw
thirds the length of their body, b

Ly repeated jumps they can tire them-

selves oul
Little Snakes Most Deadly.

“The yvoung snakes have poison
fangs almost as soon as they are boru,
ready to do the work. The smaller
the rattlesnake the deadlier it is. The

to |on the snake ratties continwu

it |y in some parts of Mexico also.
—_—
NO LAUGHING MATTER.

reason the copperhead is 50 poisonous |Another steak would be forthe

1« because H is so small. The poaison
reiains in a2 small wound. which
quickly heals over. as there is no bloed
With a large snake the fangs
are S0 g and the snake so heavy that
if il strikes you it tears. the lower jaw
hooking up and its weight causing it
Such a wound bleeda. A lit-

lowing

te drop
tle smake lock= it# jaws and han
on.”

King bas several dogs trained for
They are of the Mex-

They quickly
catch the scemt of a snake and follow

snak< hunting
ean bairieas variety

s trail until they reach its den
Comn= upon it in the brurh.
The usual method of capturing

£5 | the asparagus we'll keep the steak.”

a
snake is 10 throw a lasso of a smail, te another kinsman, alse a Scot.

stouwt 1wine over ite head. chokimg it,
aad then dropping it into a gunnysack.
(Wien a2 hunter will bring 1n a2 dezen

ot Mmere snakes in one sack.
When the dogr trail a smake to

live in Rig Swarms.

a rise im certaim
wood for ammunition boxes

“$ a3 April,” King said, 1 bad dug lcan freeze £t

SNAKE FARM IN TEXAS PRODUCES [FIRE DANGERS

20,000 ANNUALLY FOR MARKET

W. A. King and Wife Sell Rattlers at Good Price After
Extracting Venom for Sale to Chemists — Reptiles
Have White Meat, Which Tastes Like Veal—Women |New vork, will ioterest pleasure-

scekers who may leave their homes

oul a snake when I discovered another i L. or_mkhe 16 per
right htgjnge:n i rma.le.ko'r;e tem:: hat 0?‘“"‘9 aumber 1i ml = s
i"rohably the largest "snake farm™ Was in Lhe : . Sna ared .

and 1 jumped into a prickly pear]
in the world is operated here by W.lpatch, and mone too quick.

A King—"Spake' King. as he calls
inappro-
He has a partner in the busi-

In the
end 1 got both snakes. Sometimes ) 3 .
yo: ﬁndg 75 or 100 in one little patch. |$3.500.608, was a littie above tbe
yearly average That was nearly 4
per cent of the resort heotel invest-
{ment, and the number vof firea 786,
was in similar preportion to the to-

“Mrs. King and her sister, when
they eaught the biggest rattlesnake 1
ness in his wife The two have|ever uw,hhgdh szn.t-l‘ bo,::sd The two
went out by themseives were car-
rying a gunnysack with ene or two tal number of hotels.
snakes they had caught earlier in the
day. Mrs. King lassoed the big snake
and tethered him to a tree and then | passing of a resort hotel. That aver-
age has been fairly censtaat for five
years, The fires in 1312 were but a
few less than in 1909, the record year
If 1912 continuds as it
has begun, the record for this year
may show a diminution in the number
On the other hand it roay
he a *“calm befere the storm,” a&as ia
the summer merths numerous fires
i have been recorded eaeh year—&0

process is to pick it up. But yeu must s wall ot AU arniieta tn A
six “open months,” April to Septem-
what thev cann ‘snake charming’ |ber, and 25 per ceat in June and July.
Through the time of year that fires
eccur most freguently is interesting,
Nearly
70 per cent of the fires have happened
in the hours between sunset and sun-
rise, and fullv 50 per cent in the

set the box over him. This anake was
9 feet 6 1-2 inches long and had nine-
teen rattles. He was captured en the
ter An infant snake is worth 2§ |gther side of the river below Mata-|of the five.

“It is all nonsense to say snakes
I nev<r heard of |of fires.

“When a snake is localed the next

not make a false meve; it would be
fatal. Circle it quietly. Flere is where

I don't believe there is
such a thing, although they say that
certain men can move and make a
snake follow them. Of course, when
a man moves around the snake its
healc‘l doe:s tollowl.‘ ﬂ)en };;:abl::‘ve t‘h;-
snake guiet reach under t Yy an :
pick it up. It remains in its coll. Yeu period of soundest Stecp.
must know the exact portion of the i
body in order to lift it up; otherwise {[curred maosi freguently’
I put my left hand

If it is a ‘mnean’

if
you come on it suddendy it might go

snakes to shed three and four times a

F. B. Armsirong was the pioneer watchmen
snake farmer in the Brownsville sec- 2
tion. He r;nrade :at I:amineu of extract-
ing poison from esnakes and mak-
€-ling them harmless by cutting out their ;‘;u‘;’:;:d ﬂ;:uih‘a‘ If“’- oo Oy -

A specially constructed bex is used . Sne Asparkicats e Gelaped.
to hold the snake while the work of
relieving i;‘ of its liguod peisen and
making it harmless is performed. On
a |top of the box is a sliding lid, and in s Whcog e
«1 |ome end of the lid is a amall aperture,

harm. A glass is placed in the open
mouth of the reptile, and it instantly
hrings down its jaws, throwing out in |CUS.

s anger all the poisen that the sac |{Bate
tenn Lot Lhe blood flow freely. If the |[contains—usually from one to twe Uniess—

It is only a matter of time before
other hoteis of simidar character will
succumb te the ravages of fire unless
the owners profit by the examples set

The poison having been ejected, the
operator cuts out the fangs, which
lie down close to the jaws in the back
part of the mouth, resembling hypo-
dermic needles. Having removed the
fangs, slit is made in the poison sac, : )
and thereafter the snake can do no |88hting equipment.
harm. The poison is of a greenish yel- !

e precess is going

to| The business of capturing and mar-{tel: Where is the hote! located ?
keting snakes is carried on extensive- |the “wiew™ attractive®

ut [in London where he was stopping a

bcolé tish klman.P T?ylwtye New York

venng Post. e agreed te |does met thiak of aski are:

dine with the American, the cousias Has everythiag beenm%ono- to pre-
repaired te the grill and after suita- |vent a fire” ' '
ble preliminaries a steak was set be- |
fore them. It was tough. The waiter
was summeoned. He was all apelogies.

eming
——or chops if the gentiemen preferred.

“Hold on,” said the Seot, as his eye | which to fight a fire” »
fell upon a dish of asparagus which
suported the steak on one side. He {ganized to act 1 i

ted the bill of promptly and effective-

The waiter seamed a bit startled,
but accepted the compremise, and the {the house such that a fire win
American, whe was paying the bill, |confined to the locality ef erigin
concealed his amusement and atlowed thronzhont
o his guest's arrangemant to stand. He |an entire story because of lack of fi

even ate—sparingly—of the steak. A |walla, pariitions asd Sre e
few days later he related the incident

The Balkan war has brought about vlly o cuild

prices in Bu-

a f the > hotel of such a n:
dam i i+ necessary (0 dig the reptiles | werd s s e s demand for ==

ol 2nd wet infregquently several oth- |

ar ssakes are found iu 'ae same hole. There is in the heart aof wc:mmnj

such a deep well of love that no age

{for the resirt hotel

Rate, Time, and Place of Buraing.

the time of day is more so.

In what states have these fires oc-
New Yeork

Reasons For Burniang.

when escape was difficult and danger-

Of Burning Wil

by a few hotels and insure the perma-

uwsually first in selecting a resort ho-

Iportu. the recreations” What is the
cuisine z Has the hoiel indoor at.
tractions?

The questions the avera;.c- persoan

Can a _ﬁre be detected readily >
'«h{. is the method of alarming
guets in case of Gre®
and in safety?
Is there safficient apparatus with

Are the employes of the house or-

ly in cases of emergency in directing

Asparagus was expensive just then. |the safe exit of :
“I'H tell ye what we'll 4o, my man,’” guesis and in the use

of fire appara ”
he went on; “if ye'll noe charge us for g

iIs the hotel provided with a SVRtem
for fighting Sres outside the building >

Is the design and constructien of

be

net spread unrestrained _—

deors, or

from floor te Boor because the ele-

’ vators amd stairways are no: .
“It is what 1 shauld bawe done my- | by Sreproof toria cnciosed
self,” said the other kinmaan selemnly. . aad
—e

‘ . ihe apen-
ings ia the oaciesurs Coverad with

Is the wall and coili

: ture that fires ma
spread in its hoilow TaBe. aa. Y
linveive the eatire o 8 a= e

a ' e building ”
Atteation ts safe
sort hotel is ne “:{"” i~ in @ re-

Now that the sumumer botel seasod
has opemed facts amd figures com-
piled recently by Safety Eagineenns,

In five yvears, 1903-1912, 327 resort

resort hotels. The aggregate loss was
$15.900,000, the average iasa, $46,000.
Last year, 1912, the total loss,

Every five days in 1912 marked the

is in the lead, with 23 per cent of all
down, causing him to raise his head. {fires, or 1 per cent more than the per-
The body then is in the correct posi- |centage of five New Eagland States.
The six States are debited with nearly
snake you sheuld work long enough to |one-half of the resort hotel fires in
the United States. And, further, the
six States and mine States along the
to rattling, but the popular belief that | Atlantic Coast had 79 per cent of all
before a snake bites it rattles is a mis- |the fires in five years.

than 1,000 Mexicans in the spring of g:le'hmlndr}:l:eo?ﬁzmhﬁap%ﬁr:g:
The big fellows hawul off and
bite and rattle afterward. Also there |that questios.
is no foundation to the story that the
rattlesnake gets a new rattle every.
year. When it sheds its skin a new

What are the causes of the Bres®?
The accompanying tables will answer

The fires that have happened are
fires that could have been avoided if
reasonable precautions had been taken

raitle comes. But 1 have known | prevent them, fires that wowuld not
have progressed beyond ineipiency
had they been detected promptly by
auntomatic fire alarm systesas or by
Fires that might have
been extinguished in ineipient stages
had necessary extinguishing appera-
Fires that teotally

Fires
that burned uaretarded because of
laek of fire walls, partitions and fire
doors and emnclosures about stairways
] Firez that spread
T‘Pigg';hw;lgh hollow walls and ceil- | ¢! was full of guests, without any
57 ing . ires that could have been
jus large SBoRgR to Il oyer the meck | o0 iiod had dhere been suflictent
water and apparatus and organized
private or public fire departments to
to |rendering the snake powerless for |USe these means effectively. Fires
that. occurred during sleeping hours

Continoe

nency of their houses by investments
in alterations of buildings and in fire

Less than ene-half of the amount
of these are the things thought of

What are th;:im‘b“ﬁblﬂ partitiens and doors

Are the guest chamabe
a| An American visiting in England en- | comfortabie ? -

o- |countered one afternoon in the hotel |Questions About Safely That Every

IN RESORT HOTELS

Number of Fires and Amount of Losses in Five Years
Reveal General Fire-Trap Conditions.

iz in a factory. Progressive states ar»
concerped about the safety of th.
tives of factory workers. Whom doe.
the safety of the lives of women and
children crowded in resort hotels dur-
ing the height of the season coacern s
A merchant er a maaufacturer w.!\
pack his family off for the vacations
season to live under conditions or
danger, coaditiens to which the law:
of ecertzsin States would not per-niit
him to subject those in his employ
{4 New resort hotels may be built 1,
resist fire to a considerable degree. In
fact, they should be for reaseas other
than safety—it is economical to buildg
Greproof. Wood s not a sensibh«
building material nor is the cost, s«
compared with incombustible mater!-
als, sufficiently low t& be attractive
nowadays. Owners of eertain large
hotels that have burned have not
built to burn again. as many do. they
have built enduring buildings of fire
proof constructiom. That is a com
mendable policy. but it would have
been f[ar more commendable if the
hotels that burned had been aitered
and equipped to resist burning.
Valese Of Antematic Sprinkies-.
The greatest single dewvice for activae
fire resistance is the automatic
aprinkler. Awtematic sprinklers will
|do everything except preveal fire A
atngle sprinkler opemed by a fire will
operate an alarm. Thux three pr:-
mary conditions of danger are ¢lim;-
i{nated: {1) The €ire is prevented
tfrom spreading by being beld in check
of extinguished: (2) the detection s
tmmediate: and (3) an alarm of fir«
is given to which the response will b«
prompt, if the hotel has a private fire
brigade, and the water may be shui
{off as soon as the sprinkler has done
fts work and excessive water dammg e
avoided.
Witness this testimony from one
i who has profited by automatic sprink
ler protection, the owner of a South
ern hotel, whigh was equipped with
automatic sprinklers:

apce, and of far more ilmporiance,
is the absolute feeling of satisfact'on
caused by knrowing that the building
and contenis cannet burm up. This
we can safely assert for the reason
that on Oectober 30 last, a youag lady
threw am exploded lamp inte one of
our toilet rooms right in the middle
of the buildiag—an ideal place to test
the efliciency of the sprimkler systemn
—and in less thar half a ménute one
sprinkler head blew off and poured 2
regular deluge of water on the fire,
putting it out imvmediately, and in
le@s than twe minutes the walve on
tha.; floor had bLeen ciosed and the
drainage vaive opened and the flow of
water stopped, causing a total damage
to walls of $50, and in five mimutes a
new sprinkler head had been put on
and the water tyrmed back #nto the
system. All this happened about 6
o'clock in the morning, when the ho-

excitime:;t among the guests or with-
out any inconvemience to the guests.”

Other Measures For Safety.

Here are other things that should
be Eonsidered by resert hotel owners

1'13'at. prevent firee by removing
possible causes. Arrange to promptiy
detect a fire by instadling amtomatic
fire ‘alnn_nu or watchmen and clock.
Equip with apparatus to fight a fire,
chemical extinguwishers, inside hose,
ete. Provide a local system to alarm
Euests in case of fire. Imsure saf.
and speedy egress from buliding by
furnishing proper fire escapes. Ar-
raage to traasmit an alarm of fire to
the house fire brigade from aay part
of house by auxiliarv fire alarm
bo;e-:g. Design and constrwetion of
hqlldmgs should be such that a fire
will be confined to place of erigin by

which_remrd spread Imterally and by
encloging elevators and stairwayvs to
preveat fire frem passing from one
Mot o o s i ey

: > L. glaze them with
wireglass if the roef eowering is
combustible, i. e.. wooden shiagles, or
tarpaper; replace it with ineombus-
t!bl- roofing, i. e, appreved composi-
tion, asbestos shingies or metal or tie.

Y

REVOLT AGAINST
“MERCHANT GERMAN

" Bertim. June 28 - The Apsociation
?‘ Lron and Steel Industries of Berlin
Nas decided. following a mevement
flarted in the Geranc . business world
Mvne Lime v, v Jvcommend (o its
mem e« 'Ba.. biyinaing October P
ek, they discard all wmnecessary
salutations amd clesing fermula- in
their gorreapoadence, and alksc, ‘har
redundan: and superufigus phra-e- b
ﬁq:_l_.ed with. The associatien’ s l«1c
8 likely (0 ind many followen, espe-
Cially i» the Rhimeland. where the 1i--
vol against what is ca'led “mer hunt
Germaa' is widesptead. Az a sample
of the phrases (o be Giscarded ‘he f1-
lowing may be ciied:

“im the possession of your horoared
ter of yesterday. | ackmowlc e 1o

b

ing Bnish of “eirou the receipt of the same thank-

m",o m “"’P me Hyox- - -
fu' notice of ks m:.::fi AN

This is the stock formala ..r 2 -

ﬂ‘ nowiedging a bDusiness letter. |he

:ﬁ‘m e no reason why ‘‘vours

. l“'“ aﬂ contents
woled” does not M) all regmirements




