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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

WITH ROOSEVELT
IN SOUTH AMERICA

His Scientific Expedition Through the Wilds of Paraguay

and B

razil.

An Unexplored Region of Immense Possibilities—Matto
Grosso and the Head Waters of the Tapajos—The

Pilcomayo and the Gran

Chaco—Savage Indians and

Head Hunters—The Field for Natural History Finds

—Immense Turtles and

Their Millions of Eggs—

Hunting Tapirs and Peccaries—In the Rubber Re-

gions.

{By FRANK . CARPENTER.,)

Washington, ). (', Dec, 6,— By the
time this letter i2 published ex-Presi-
dent Noosevzit will be about starting
unen nig expedition into the tropical
interior of South America. s will
have aiready visited the civilized sec-
tions of the three greatest countries
of our sister continent, and will have
delivered addresses in Argentine, Chile
and Brazil. He will have traveled
over the vast coffee plantations about
Bao Paulo, will have ridden with the
bauchos or cowhboys over the pampas
of Argentina, and will have hunted the
wild American ostriches in the desert
of Patagonia. He will have climbed
the Andes, have crossed over into the
progresgive bull moose country of
C'hile, and have made his way by rail
north and =outh through that shoe
string republic, He will, in shorn,
have seen Lthe best in medern pro-
gress that South America has to of-
fer, and will be ready for that part
of the continent which today is prac-
ticaily as wild as it was when Juan
a¢ Solis tirst made his way up the
Rie de la Plata, and when Pinzon
digscovered the movuth of the Amazon.

=otith America has thg greatest riv-
i bhasing on earth, and it is in the
basins of the two largest of them
tha! Mr., Rloosevelt is to travel. The
whole eastern and central half of the
continent i composed of enormous
river valleyvs and plains and plateaus.
The Orinoco river, beginning in Vene-
zuela, is longer than from New York
t« Omaha. it flows north and its
feda waters are in Brazil so near
those of the Rio Negro that you ¢an
CArrY u canoe across from one stream
o the other, and starting in at the
Caribbhean sea, cross Venezuela and
Lirazil and come out into the Atlantic
ocenn The HRio Negra enters the
Amazon o thousand miles from the
mouth. It flows in just below the
ety of Manaos, and iis black waters
mny there bhe seen moving along side
by oside with the yvellow waters of the
vmazon, They flow together for
soma miles before they mix, and then
the black disappears. It is now fif-
teern years s=ince | went a thousand
miiles up the Amazon and entered the
mouth of the RHio Negro. The latter
Is an immense  stream, and at its
mouth it seemns as large as the Ama-
206 itself.

There are high

biufig lining the
banks and a

little farther up the
streant is a succession of lakes, some
ol which are from twentyv to thirty
miles wide The waters of the Rio
Negro are as black as yvour hat, while
those of the Amazon are as vellow as
those of the muddy Missouri. [ re-
member that our  steamer cut the
loining of the waters, sgo that you
could leok down over one side of the
vessel into a stream of piteh and on
the other into one of pale gold.

it i= not far from the mouth of the
Hio Negro that the Madeira flows into
the Amazon, and one can go up that
river during the rainy season about as
far as from New Orleans to St. Louis.
This is to the falls of San Antonio. Iy
taking a boat around the falls he
could go into the Beni and Mamore,
two of the branches which reach to
Bolivia, and by a short portage from
the Mamore get into the Pilcomayo,
which flows into the Parana system.
[ have seen the Pilcomayo where it
enters the Paraguay river in the (Giran
Chaco, some distance above the Ar-
gentine boundary, and have traveled
up the Paraguay almost to the plateau
of Matto (irTOsso, where rises the
Tapajos river, another tributary of
the Amazon, which is about 1,200
miles long. [ passed the mouth of the
Tapajos when | traveled up the Ama-
Zon in 189K, It i= about 500 miles
from Para and about an equal dis-
tance from Manaoz and the mouth
of the Ilio Negro.

It has not been reported as vet
which of these courses ex-I'resident
toogevelt will take in making his way
from the Panama system to that of
the Amazon. He might go up the
FPanama and Paraguay and enter thoe
Pilcomayo, but it iz more probable
that he will travel up the Paraguay

river to it=s source and thence (trei

across country and go into Tapajos
and float down that stream for 1.200
miles into the mighty “Maiher of Wa-
terg.”” He can go almost to the source
of the Tapajos by the 'anuania syvstem,
and can reach Cuvaba, Brazil. which
is not far from there, by steam. That
town is just about as high above sea
level ax is the =urface of l.ake Supe-

Steamers which 20 about 1,100
miles North of Buenos Ayres
to Asuncion, the capital of Para-
guay, and smaller boats which
run from there on to Cuyaba,

above (‘uyaba, the Parguay narrows,
but it ecan be navigated by canoes for
a distance of 150 miles farther. I am
told there are many rapids, however,
and that portage will have to be made
around some of them. The town of
Diamantina is not far from Cuyaba,
and it will probably be at that place
that the Roosevelt party will cross to
the headwaters of Tapajos.

The Tapajos has a branch called the
Arinos, which rises near there. Roose-
velt and his party will go down the
Arinos into the Alto Tapajos and will
have to carry their boats around the
rapids and cataracts at- Maranhao
Grande, after which they can get large
vessels which will take them down the
broad and deep stream which leads
from there into the Amazon al the
town of Santarem.

The valley of Tapajos is very pie-
turesque. It has high bluffs along the
lower river, but they disappear within
a few miles of the Amazon, and vne
comes out as it were, into a great
flowing inland sea which extends from
there to the ocean. A few mileg above
Santarem is the narrowest part of the
lower Amazon. This is at the town of
Obidos. 1 remember when 1 went up
the great river that we were often out
of sight of land until we reached
Obidos, and that the chanp=l there
narrowed to about a mile. The wa-
ters below were peaceful and smooth
flowing. At Obidos the great stream
swept through with enormous force,
and the captain told me that the river
at that point was 230 feet deep. When
we stopped at Obidos we could not
rely upon the ship's anchor to hold
us, and our boat was tied by cable to
trees on the banks, Obides is a rub-
ber settlement with cocoa plantations
nearby.

I envy ex-President Roosevelt his
power to make a comfortable trip
down the Tapajos, or perhaps by the
Pilcomayo into the Madeira. 1 have
iraveled somewhat in the interior of
the Amazon basin and think it is quite
as interesting as the highlands of Cen-
tral Africa, through which region I
went a year or g0 before ex-President
Roosevelt and his expedition landed
at Mombasa. 1 visited the same re-
gion in that countryv through which
he traveled, but I did not have the
great retinue, with mosquito-proof
tents and doctors and scientists and
comforts galore.

This expedition is to be a scientifific
one, and it will probably add greatls
to our knowledge of the wilds of
South America, and to the collection
of the Amer’ i Museum of Natural
History, .nich the beasts, birds
and-reptiles captured are to be given.
He will have a chance to shoot tapir
all the way from Paraguayv to Brazil
and will probably bring back many
specimens of the collared pecary,
which is found almost everywhere 1n
South America. The pecary is a kind
of wild hog, which, when grown, |s
about three feet in length. It is of a
dark gray color and the collared va-
riety has a white band extending
across the chest from shoulder to
shoulder. It goes about in herds or
droves and is not difficult to shoot. We
have some tapirs in Panama and they
are found in many parts of the Ama-
zon and Parana basins. 1| saw some
during my travels in South America.
They make me think of a cross be-
tween a hog and a pony. They are
usually found in forests and in the
lowlands near the rivers. They like
to bathe and run for the water when
attacked They are not at all danger-
Ous,

And then the alligators and turtles,
Ther« are alligators-: almost every-
Where in the Rio de la I'lata svstem.
I had a shot at a score or so during
my trip up the Paragzuav river, and i
W some on the Amazon, aithough
that stream is <o large that one onls
comes into sizht of them when near
the shore or on the banks.
also sea porpoises in the Amazon and
it branches, There are snakes of
enormous =ize and all kinds of fishes,
from the great cowfish to the sardine
Thouse rivers arce the homes of Lig tur-

on the banks., The natives collect the
eges and stack them up in piles Iik«
cannon bails in a navy yard.
of the piles are twenty feet in diame-
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rior. and there are comfortable

ter and three times as high as a man

There aire I

tles, which lay vast gquantities of eggs |

l.ater the eggs are thrown intoe ca-
noes and broken with sticks in order
to make turtle egg butter. When a
rance is half full of these broken
eggs, water is poured in and the whole
is left in the heat of the tropical sun
after a short time the oily matter of
! the eggs rises to the surfuace. when it
is skimmed off and clarified. It then
iocks like butter and is used as such
by the Indians and some of the other
natives. It is said that several hun-
dred millions of turtle eggs are thus
gatheped every year in the Amazon
basin.

But come with me amrd let us take
a trip to the Parana system from the
mouth of the Rio de la Plata, between
Uruguay and Argentina, and on
through Parguay to where former
President Roosevelt will leave the
river, 'in Maltto Grosso. Brazil We
shall start at Buenos Aires. It is a
city bigger than Philadelphia and it
has as fine buildings as Chicago. Our
steamer is a side-wheeler and it will
take us more than twelve hundred
miles up the stream.

During the first day’'s voyage we
steam past the mouth of the l"urugay
river and then go into the Parana.
The word Parana means ‘“‘the mother
of the sea,” and this river system
draine a large part of eastern South
America. We sail up it o where the
Paraguay flows in or as far as from
New York to Cleveland. This part of
the stream is from one to three miles
in width and it carries a great volume
of water. It has the whole of the
Paraguay system, as well as that of
the upper Parana, which flows about
sixteen hundred miles through Bra-
zil before it reaches the mouth of the
Paraguay. It is one of the branches
of this part of the Parana that lies
the Niagara Falls of South America.
They are far in the interior, but they
can be reached, and it is probable that
ex-President Roosevelt will go to
them. The falls are wider than either
the Zambesi Falls or Niagara, and
the river makes a leap which is thirty
or forty feet more than that of Niag-
ara Falls, and it is said that the spec-
tacle is equally grand.

All the way up the Parana to the
Paraguay we pass floating islands.
The floods tear the vegetation away
from the banks and great masses of
grass and {irees go floating down
stream. Sometimes one sees an alliga-
tor lying on the shores of one of these
islands, and wild animals are often
carried on them out of the wilds into
the regions of comparatively thick
population.

This trip up the DParana takes one
northward frum the temperate zone,
in which Argentina lies, and on into
the tropies. The vegetation grows
moreg dense as wyou go northward.
Great vines and lianas bind together
the trees, and as the steamer moves
along the banks you can see birds of
brilliant plumage, including mocking
toucans and shrieking parrots, There
are plenty of monkeys almost every-
where in the wilds of Paraguay and
Brazil, and so many alligators that 1
often mistook them for logs lying on
the banks of the stream.

After entering the PParaguay you
pass frequent orange groves, and at
the towns therg are piles of oranges
lying on the ground near the wharves
waiting to be loaded upon the steam-
ers which will take them down to
Buenos Aires. In Paraguay the or-
anges grow wild in the woods, though
the trees are probably from seeds
which have been dropped by hirds.

ix-President toosevelt  will un-
doubtedly stop at Asuncion, the capi-

tal of Paraguay. This is a most in-

teresting city of about 80,000, Iying
right on the bank of the river. It

is there that he will change to the
smaller steamer which will carryv him
northward into Matto (iro.qsn..
go on into the wilds.

eled by Capt. Thomas I'age of our
navy. e was the first man to take
a steam launch into that region, and
It 1s now more than fifty years since
he made his way from the Atlantic
ocean for 2.7000 miles up the Parana
and Paraguay system. There are now
littde mail steamers leaving Asuncion
twice a month for Cuvaba, and it is
likely that Mr. Roosevelt will 2o north
npon one of these,

He might enter the
near Asuncion. and make
the highlands of Bollvia into the
Amazon, bhut there are no Steamers,
and the upper portions of the
have not yvet been explored,
it is safe to say that he will

Pilcomayvo,
his way up

Indeed.
g0 north

l"i.\.’vl‘ |

have a blanket about the wais
they also go about as the sculny
say of their models in “the
gether.”

A recent report from the Bru
rubber region states that some 7
Indions there are cannibals, and thr.
are branches of the Amazon
which the famous head hunters
The latter Indiansg are not at all
the head hunters of Formosa
Borneo and such of our savages w:
inhabit the northern part of the 17}
ippine Islands. They are of a copy
color, and have Indian features. Th. .
have, a way of curing the heads wh
preserves them forever. The hon
of the head are taken out and
skin then so shaped with the hao
that it retains its features in I:f, |
is dried and baked, and after 1!
it is, 80 they claim, practically inde.
structible. 1 saw one of these hoaols
in Panama City only two vears .-
and I was offered one for 2100 A\,
can during my travels in S
America in 1598,

—

There are other Indians n biraa!
who wear plugs as big around as 11,
bottom of & tumbler in the lohes of
the ears and in the skin of the low:
lip. which are gradually stretched 1.
that purpose. Only a small hole
made at first and a stem of grass or
wood is inserted. Larger pieces ¢
wood are put in from time to time
until the skin and the holes grow (1.,

-1
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these horrible deformities. This trita
is known as the Botacudo.
The Indians of eastern South

America are altogether different from
those of the Andes. Their civilization
at the time America was discovered
compared with that of the Incag as
the civilization 6T darkest Africa com-
pares with that of the United States
now. The Incas, after centuries of
oppression and practical slavery, have
degenerated into hewers of wood and
drawers of wuater. The Indians of
the Amazon and the Paranua have re-
mained stationary, and the most of

the tribes are not much more ad
vanced in this yvear, 1913, than th.wv

were in 1497, when the South Amer:
can continent wus discovered.
—C

NEWS OBSERVATIONS

Washington,-—For the first time
since the CCivil War the enlisted
sirength of the navy has passed the
50,000 mark. The present total is 50 .
136, representing a net gain of 2 06X
since July 1 last vear. Oflicials said
today they expected the Navy in

e 8
short time to be recruited to its nmawe.-
imum strength of 51,500,

Washington. — An examination and

survey of the Norfolk and Port
mouth harbor and of the entran:
to them from the Virginia caprs was
asked for in a bill introduced todav
by Senator Swanson. The purpose of
the survey is to bring about a deop-
ening of the channel to forty feo:
from the Norfolk Navy Yard to the
Virginia capes. Representative Hol-
land of Virginia, introduced a
lar bill in the House.

=S

Washington. — Democrat Senate
leaders, with the aid of ten Repull
can votes, succeeded todav in fore-

ing a programn of thirteen hours a
day sessions for the currency hill
Two hours recess from 6 to & p m
will be the only break in the dailv
work from 10 o'clock in the mornine
until 11 o'clock at night. Senaton
Dorah, Brady, PBrandezee, Cumm r
Gronna, Kenyon, [LaFollette, Norr
Perkinz and Smoot, all Repubiiara
Joined the Democerats voting oy tha
long daily session.

-
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and | tion of W.
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as Cuyaba will be over the ronte trav- '“‘PG‘(‘R on the Norfolk and Wesien
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Va.-—The promgo :
Sale, a railway !
averted A =l

tailroad near here today. The ! £*r
of the engine pulling passenger trimn
No. 15 exploded while the train wos

speeding down the mountainside. O
Verdi, fireman., and ¥. Linkous  n-
gineer, were hurled from the ouaf
Verdi was killed instantly. "The troan
was running away when Sale dis
ered the engineer and fircman we e
missing. He pulled the o
cord and stopped the trair
i _—
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