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AID TO PAYING AGRICULTURE

‘orth Carolina Beef Breeders’ and Feeders’ Association

Discuss Problem Fundamental to the D

the South.

{ Herbert L. Jillson.) ‘

hurst, April 17 —Congress-
“Bob"”  Page got right
i~ at the North Carolina Beef

er's and Feeder's banquet held
e Carolina, Saturday evening last
o iruth is, whether we be bankers
rmmers, we want to be shown!
ults, Derby and others are all
mstrating within the range et
i<iaon, that the much argued ‘di-
ity’ advice is prnﬁtable. This act-
emonstration of suecess is what
direet the section from the one
Cdea to generalization; adaptation
wnditions;  broader comprehen-
. development of the vast  re-
o which are ours: success from
nractical, not the theoretical
Lpoint; the viewpoint of commer-
necessity !
v just back of Mr. Page, was the
vrial evidence of accomplishment;
Cneburst-finished steer, sleek and
ovooa tvpical Tar Heel product
mevelled and emaciated: a wild an
a0t razor back hog: a fat and con-
"l! Hvr‘k.&hi!"?.
v what one couldn™ comprehend
o the contrast presented, Secretary
= of the Association, and State A,
M. College, told in the technical
(ancuage of the expert; briefly sum-
v np-—=uecess and failure; loss and
Vid there were other speivievs, ilso,
vddressed a representative gath-
numbering nearly one hundred,;
rand preducer, lender and or-
cor o mecting on a mutusl ground for
ciion of and suggestions for the
T "f i

problem which con-
not alone the =ection and the

3 but the nation as well.
Crom eacn amnd every aspect the
ol was presented, with the or-

d, efficient co-operative unity of
<ind Hill section as the basis of
gl adaptation of the suggestions
ented,

Frederick AL Delano of the Federal
ve Board was the honor speaker;
distinguished coterie also ineclud-
Dy, Bradford B, Knapp, of the

| States burean of farm d2mon-

nowork: Viee-President Benga-

lov, of the Shawmut National

o Boston: George A. Holderness.
b of Tarboro (who is also “from
Misomry,™y and in addition to Con-
man Page's remarks the address
e Association’s president, Roger
Derby of Jackson Springs, whose
0 Is always of the future: a clear
concise statements of facts based
nditions,  not “‘conditions of

\

i Anchor for the Ship of State.
ire et here tonight, said My,
(v digcuss the question of ru-
credit ag particularly applied to
the production of beef cattle in this
! but before we commence the
<cu=<ion I want to tell what has in-
i this association to arrange this
ting and to invile you gentlemen

L&

The officers of this association feel
a really staple, prosperous, sys-
of argiculture which takes into

cideration sdil enrichment and the

wlishment of a permanent, intelli-
ind contented class of people on
land, mast be built up around sys-
of animal hushandry and I am
ta point out briefly what are the
ditjons that prevail today in some
e raral districts of the State and
o thig association ig aiming to de,

¢ T as it is able, te correct them.
angerous as it is to generalize
0t the South, and particularly
u State which contains so many
0t soils, elimatie conditions and
cins of agriculture as does Norlh
oling, 1 am going to make the
cment that in large areas of the
‘© we have a thoroughly unsound
i ol agriculture which is neot
impoverishing the =oil, but from

Lo lime ineurring great financial

to @ll members of our rural! =o-
which has heen devitalized, not

21y by this uneconomic system but by

“ ddrain on the country by the grow-
tlowns. Furthermore we ha\"(- a
of people living in such sections
o low a scale, so ignorant and so

citivient, that they may be termed a

binersed,  dependent, class;  the

enemy that can menace a

Lanaeracy. I am speaking of the

lwtine white tenants: the man with
Vore bhat no property, no edncation.
““Me  ane  erop—ecotton-—system of

seienlture alwayve has bred and ";tl-
ways  will breed # class of Tloaung
borers, “tenant fariners,” we call

‘hein, whe have no ties or interest in

ny one place that they ©an call

nome, whe do not raige food enough
for their family and stock, who are

,Jlj,”]ug.-s. without 'h_“l;e. J\--p(\ndi-nl..

They procure their money and sSup-

plisg at exhorbitant rates ol interest

roin the landlords or the merchians:

L rate of interest so kigh thast any

possibility of success for thein Is pre-

clhided by 2. Behind them i: = hope-
less past, facing them = en cqually

o lesas future,
Oceasionally, beaten

pe ey &
LAt RE 1Y

11 dasvoulto s

¢d by their own ignorance, hy theird
Poveriy i l_-_v ioRaie in which the
OVls e persipst themy, they dride @t

evelopment of

the cotton mills as a last haven of
refuge from

tHe loneliness and the
hardships of country life.
_Yot for a large part, gentlemen,
these people form the nucleus from

which the_farmers of tumorrow maust
be made if North Carolina is going
to develop into the prosperous

. agri-
{:ulmral State she ought 10 develop
Into.

In the South, as elsewhere in

America, the efforts for =ocial hetter-
ment have beén made in towns., Here

you find the best schools, the hest
churches, the hospitals, the hest
roads.  Social life is here concentrat-

ed, amusements are close at hand,
and here-is the clamour and excite-
ment that always attends a congrega-
tion of people. Thnere has been a
steady tendency for such people as
were financially able, to move from
the country to the towns simply be-

causge social and educational condi-
tions were better. But every time a
man of superior intellizcence makes

this change he either sells his land
or leaves it in the hands of a tenant
of inferior intelligzence. The evils of
absentee landlordism immediately ap-
pear and the productive power of that
land either stands still or declines.
And not only does the productive
power of the land decline with this
loss of the superior individual, but
also does the quality of the general
structure of country life decline. The
roads are neglected, new ones not
huilt, the schools are badly adminis-
tered, the thought of the community
lags and becomes stagnant, and pro-

Eress comes (o a standstill. In fact,
the locality turns into suceh a place
as every live man is glad to leave
and never see again if it ean be
avoided,

Put we are concerned with the
economic aspect of this country pro-
biemn most particularly though it is
by mno means purely an economic
probleni,. He who thinks that its so-

lution is merely to make the farmer

prosperous hits verv wide of the
mark. There is no use in making
the farmer prosperous if  his  first

move is to leave his farm for the city,
and desert the army of producers for
the army of non-producers,

Yet the economic aspect is  hasic
The wealth of the town depends to
a large proportion on the wealth cre-
ated by the country about it. The
merchants, the professional men, the
bankers, live on a percentage of the
wealth produced by the farmers. As
that wealth declines =0 does their
percentage decline, and we do not
need to go far afield to see the effects
of such an event, especially where
that wealth is largely based on one
crop. Another point:  We hear on
all sides, of the organizaticn of
Boards of Trade, Chembers of Com-
merce, Boosters Clubs, to develop the
towns.

It is no advantage econoninically for
the merchant to multiply the number
of mierchants in a town by two, or
for the banker t¢ multiply the num-
ber of hankers, unless the production
of wealth which that town depends
on has been multiplied. But this is a
thing the merchants ané bankers of-
ten fail te realize, or if they do, they
seemn unable to do aoything consiruec-
tive 1o increase the production ol
wealth in the terrvitory about them.

This is the point, gentlemen, that
we muse consider tonight, What ¢can
the bankers apd business men of
North Carolina towns do to increase
the agricultuaral weaith of North
Carolina? 1 wish 1 had i1ime to teii
yor fully of the attitude of the
bankers and merchants of this Sand
11ill section yrho Have Sjoined o the
orsganization of & rural Board of
Trage coverins i civele of forty miles
in dizmeter and embracing seventeen
tewns., «an  organication  wila  the
avoweda purpase of improving ths so-
cinl conditions and developing the
wealtlhh ¢f the territory it covars, An

organization of farmers zpd bankers
and merchantg and biigsiness men
working in vpison tov beticr the som-
mon o©3use.

But let us, at leasi, take an ok
araple of how this works oul.

1t has heen my cbservaticn that
it ig easier for the nen-productive
store keeper who lives just around the
corner from the bLbank, to gel & loan,
than for the prodneitve farmer who
lives ten miles out in the ccuntry.
Why ? For one reason hecause  he
wants the money for shorter time
than the farmer does, burt mainly be-
caua¢c he has the virlue of
knowa to the hanker, zr if he is not
known. it is cagier for {he bunker to
make an investigation of nim taan
to hitch up his horse and bLagey wad
drive ten miles, probabiyv over a2 ad
road, to investigate the farmer,

The Fage Trnist Coannany, at Aher-
dee, Dave gottén rouna that objection
L anpointing the. County Demounsue-
tion Aegent as their agricultural 10aa
advisor. In conssquenae if 2 farraer
conies into thein for a loan theyv tan
turn to the demonstration agent and
get an expert opinion from him as ts
‘he advizability of the 'o2n, and

| of ‘diversification,’
want

being

the interests of Letter farming. And
when the banks do that it is an as-
sured fact that bLetter farming will
be the result, for when the farmer
finds that he cannot secure monev
unless he follows what has Leen de-
| termined by those whao snow to bhe
the best methods, he is pretty like 1y
to Tollow the hest miethods. Contrast
this with the situation which exists
today in the South where the farmer
is hopelessly chained to eotton cul-
ture because cotton 1= considered by
the bankers and the merchants the
only sare security <0 make  loaans
against.

Closer co-operation  betwesn  the

ur.thc—rmnre, they have reached the
point where they will not loan to a
farmer unless the agent tells them
that the method he intends following
will not only prove profitable, but
will build the sail up, and unless the
farmer agree to keep accounts of his
opérations and follow the advice ul"
the agent. |

P
_ "[‘hu;: they have taken the big stick
in their hands and are swinging it in

bankers and these county demonstra-,
tion agents and the Gaovernnient
State experis, is one of the things
this Associatior 18 advocating as a
means of break ng the vicious circle
that is tyving 1he hankers and the
merchants_and the farmers to the cull
ture of cote,

arnud

But the solving o8B the rural credis
problem is naot the only necessary
step to better rural conditions in this
State. The educational prohlem s
quite as important, for unless the
farmer knows how to farm properly
and how 1o muake money gfrom his
opgrations, he is not geing to find the

banks very willing to losn him
money to operate with,
Dr. Joyner has  rcepeatedly  and

rightly said that agricultural success
depends on mixing hrains with

mAat-
ter. Every c¢ounty in  the State
should have county dammonsfration

agent to spre=2d the

Enowledese  of

more practical farming and these

men sShould waorl 1 ciozer touch
with the Srate ard Covernrment ox-
perts.

Every couniy ashouldl have a farmmn

onf
lite schoaol, for if rural eduacation
trains couniry Lovs fer city 1ife, which
for the most nart it doos in o State,
it fails of its purpose.
Theretfore il iz a matier of Brave
concern to vou, sentlemeso, thnat rural
education should M couniiy
country lite, ana teach hoan
produce larger cirops asndd
them more econosmicaliv.
lv more importance is
than 1o

bhovs fon
now to
produce
Of infinite-
this to yoa

brirg more non-producerss
into vour towns, swell their popala-
tion, and diminish, thervehyv., (he ap-

poriunities in those towns.

The country is devitalized. Tt needs
vour help to ger bhack on its feel:
in matters of social life. in matters of
educativn, in the maiiter o a Loetter
syvstem of rural credit. It is o your
interest tn heip it get back  on iis
feet. In fact, vou face o future full
of disaster unless= you do so, and 1,
therefere, eommmend the following for
Your very gErave atiention:

virst. that as

bankers, vou shanld
aid the farmers o diversify their
erops, assisting them particularly G

under
onunty Genonsiri-

enter into animal @hushandry
the tutelage of the

ticn agents, or State or Gove=rnin<ent
experts.
Secondly, that as bankers and citi-

zens 9f the United States. vou should
aid in the upbuilding of country life,

particularly in the matter of good
roads and better social conditions
and education, bearing in wind that

to teach ithe country boy to produce
nore and more economically, and ihe

country girl to live more and to live
hetter, vou are giving them ihe Kind

of education that will make them the
most independent and vitally useful
citizens your country <can @ posSSess]
vroduecers of strong, fresh biood for

the Nation, and &n anchor which
wiil hold the Ship of State spialy in

titnes of great crises,
“A Self Supporting Agricaltuve.”
Dr. Wiapp's reimarks were straight
from the shoulder, true to thie mark.
In any Y»ig prohlemn which arfects
thi: masses, he said, overy aan l::-;-t;
his ppinion or attitnde of mind, eith-

er a sympathizer witn o real desive
to help, indifferent, or who cares
only as it  offers opportunity  for

winn., 1t iv, therefore, a healthy sign

10 nole ithe growing tends=noy of
hankers and merchants as  syvinpa- |
thiz=rs and o Jdesire (o be of agssist-]

anea,

And this brings as to the pralicvan
and right here |
to say thnat we would probanly
e beti=r o i7 we abandonzd the
word and siwid, instead-—a  self
porting agriculture—r=tor thiat s what
diversitication means. Geoing out of
colten into tobaecn is nai
tion, but goinz into the
most certain agricunlture is,

syrest and
e resas-

sen why the l1owa faimer can bBorrew
at £ p-=r cent is shimply because his
returns #re the mast cermzin: tha

renaon wity the Sonthern farmer pays
the Righest rate iz because his returns|
gre the raost pernieious,

Continuing, Pr. Knaup dwelr upon
the one crop poril, admitling that the

live stock, and nothing with which to

utilize and make profitable waste
acres. Further, one crop turns funds
over but once a vear, while highly
diversified asgriculture turns them
GVEr many times Last of all. it nar-
rows citizenship, prevents the hivh-
exl 1yvpe of education, does not permit
ol home building gnd  encourage
commerciality -

This diversity, cont el Dr.
Knapp., has heen talhed for 4 hundred

vears, and for more than thirty vears
the agitation has Leen much the same
as it is today Fact is, the =South has
fallen into whvs that, possibily were
inevitable; but wavs which, neverthee

] 1
s B

must get out of It requirce
strength, courage, skill; but that is
the problem that we are up against

today as bankers and farmers
We want diversification, we ses
diversification: but we don't
how to diversify, and the main
why it i impossible s
eredit is absolutely fixed on
It other words,

Kk
M IMiYW
red-
heca sa
ot ton
befures we can get
sell-supporting agriculture and diver-
sification, the bankers and e
chants must diversify !

1f the bankers through
€1 with the merchants,
to =ay that eotion
he the basis of eredif; but instead,
thrift, egood farming, and self-sap
porting diversificarion, we would have
wofild otherwise apshnetaoshrdlus.
this resualt many years
wonld othherwise cet 1L

Sometimes |

s0n

ther
wWere
WHE 1o no

lun W -
Il'li.l:!'

h-n,:--r

[ O o wa

think the =outh 1= in

thie same position as the old negro
who had o passion 1or fshing. [ " iss-
mg  his eabin one day the planer
tound Sambo contentedly dozing he-

fore a mnd puddle over which he
had suspended o persimmon twiz with
string amd bient pin atrached.

“Mose, Varid ol fool, don't Vol Rnow
that isn't @ place to fish? he demand-
ed.

Uy essah, vessah Mars' Tom, was
the guick @epih [ERES it shao' an
mighty handy !’

Cotton has indeed Loen o handy
thing™ - thoat's the basis of 1t It will
take vigor to make a4 change and 1

hope § =ee, in fact T do seo rising here,

men who are ready (o breast the

Clr-
rent and make something  else 1l
Liasis of credit.

In conciusion Kriaph 1
thiat diversitication, Nnrsut ol

should nrovide a livinyg for the farm-

or's family: that the change should
ke a e agriculture, et i
gamble, and he pointed ol how
forty acres divided into twenty acre

each to produce the living for the

family, and twenty aeres in cottor
had peen demonstratea throvgh
tual tesis 1o L= one hundred dollars
mosre profitable than the forty acrs
dovorted cnfirely to cotton.

Befare we get eheap mones H
coneludad, the oevedit of e farm
must e on a sure basis,

We giand, today, at
roads, n
hill

B ESS!

thie Tar of 11)e
hand an down
road leading to disappointinent
“ster and discontent; on the othe
an ap hill road leading to an enliven-
ed country life, happy homes  th
pratile of children, and the o
cone of the mother,
Which =hall we tak«Y
Animal Husbandry
Alr. Holderness, as a4 bankesr atx
farmer, Jdirecied his remarks to the
nankers, urging apwreciation of

DY sy

|.|i!,-l.:..‘

Faseniia!

ARETl-

cultural problems and financial aid
Lo the farmers of their communities
along the iines of animal hasbandry
as an essential aid 1o profitable agri-

culture,
Those of
with the
tional and Staie
ments, he said,
demoncirated hevond  peradyenture
that the addition of cattle on each
farm in the Scuth would add not unly
to the wvroductiveness of the soil for
the current year, but means the bhuilid=-
ine up of a soil reserve, coméething
just as necessary and eéssential 1o (he

L

YOO Wi
greal wark

have Kept
Jone by 1)
Armiealtural
Lnow thar it

jriace
N
lreparr-
has been

farmer as the reserve the bank keeps
in its vaults., or with s correznond-
ents. is to the banker,

To develop the possibilities of ir

Srate we must rely upon oar farming
interests, just as much 2s we o upon

tl.¢+ manufacturing interests, Thoere
is two and one-half times a= miach
capital invested i agriculture 3
there is in nEnLnlacturing ; poth
aanuracturer and fariger should bLe
deserving to get credir, at lesst not

bath on the samne

In thisz State, the county raisilig thie
larvest pumber of cattle per thousand
aneres has  the  largesi nper ADita
wealth of its country population Al
leghany County, with a per acre Lroe-
ducation of only £$4.83 an eighly cal-
tle to vach one thouasand
a country per capita wealth of
$500.00, while Iny cwn counly fadie
comte, with a pey aere production of
§21.78 and only eizhteen catfle per
thousand acres. has a like por capita

Touting.

AT ™S,

Has

wealth of only $353.90. Cneo de-
pends upon the net zain from ocatt i
and fond =ituffs. the other f1om ~od-
ton, tohacen =nd peannts e
monéeéy procuced by the great ~ropz
nf ecctton, lobafeco and neantile does
not stay in the community ‘hat pro

duees thenu
If yvon ‘ga to anpy cocunt) or 10 any

farmer  was Lotween the devil and
the Zoep ez, and ins'sting that there |
WIS No Wik ¢icepi self-suppori-s
ing dzrmieniiuyc |
A periecied system of arricsltuye. |
he srguse:d, meass oocupstion !
hunacred ond sixty-five
year., Lot woist ofrall,
ideo of only oic twsan .
ty-iive, Gues a6t permit of crap rota-

(ST L

l»-.v- .
sal S0

ne
l_'l'frp-

.
cays irn :
the one
hopdred and

tion for the pu Dages a7 soif fariling. !

farm, that i= praducing a fzir Propocs-

tion of live <ock. vou rnoi aaly find
it a prosperogus and thrivang cotunty
o1 Tarm. but veur find o 1aafs it
Boent ciass aof lakor

Poankers, iz iLonot worth yousr =l
tir ol us in iy mcgement (e o
o oeef saltiy on e farmizs of
North - arolna w.la L " -
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