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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

I A TRIBUTE TO THE
LATE F. A. WOODARD

STANLY COUNTY DEDICATES
ITS COMMUNITY BUILDING

Exercises Attended by Large Crowd From All Parts of
The County Many Were There Also From the Ad-
joining Counties.By F. D. Swindell and read by him at a "meeting of

tne wnson tsar held June 26.)L (A. C. HUXEYCUTT.)
Albemarle, July 3. Last Wednes-

day was a red letter day for Stanly
county. An exceedinerlv la rep rrowd

always deliberate and always as effi- -
"eui circumstances would allow.xxe was . never knnwn
panicky, sullen or fretful under fire Uh T Y'

uul us me tension ine.reasAd Via w """. v,itutrrus.

port at a stated meeting of the club.
It was thought by some that the
proposition was a mere temporaryoutburst of enthusiasm and that noth-
ing further would be heard of the
community building, but the club
president. W. L. Mann, knew the men
he was naming on these various com-
mittees, and when the set meetingwas called there was a larger numkr
present than at the one in which theidea originated. Every committee was
ready to report and report definitely.The committee to confer with the
county commissioners reported that

came more keenly alert and more ob- - I Union Anson, Montgomery and a few
viousiy master of himself and the from Moore to be present at the ded"ciiia yj. jiia case.

It has for years been n mirrpnt oav

It was not my pleasure to know

jjlPi. i A. Woodard until 1905. Since
that time and until his death, I have
t or n closely associated with him both
professionally and socially. By rea-s,-,- n

of this intimacy I learned to know
Urn and appreciate him almost as
w 11 as if we had come up from boy-ho- o

1 together.
S:r.rd his death my mental picture

it him is chiefly as I saw him in the
days of his health and activity, sitting
td hi desk, his comfortable office
chair tilted slightly backward and
facing the window that looked out

ication of the Stanly County Commu-
nity Building, which took placeu, at
10 o'clock. The crowd was possiblyswelled by and on account of this be-
ing the third day of the Albemarle
Chautauqua, the New York Marine

ing among his associates at the barthat the near he was brought to defeatthe more resourceful, vigilant and
capable he became.

iooKing back over ten vears of Band having been booked for a con
practice at the same bar and having cert in the afternoon, but the greater?en ,rJ?imrately thrown with him all number came to be present at the
T?eAWTir 03,11 say that 1 never knew formal opening of the Community

WoTodard t0 blunder in a matter Building. The exercises were given ator i In all his battles in the court- - the big Chautauqua tent, which is lo- -
room, m all his arguments in cham- - cated near the new building, and itbers, in all his conferences with other was packed to its utmost capacity,lawyers I have never seen him exhibit W. L. Mann, nresident of the Pied.

f,vor the courthouse square? neatly

tne commissioners had agreed to ap-
propriate the lot. and In additionthereto one-ha- lf the cost of such a
building as might be decided upon.The committee to solicit contributions
from the citizenship of the county andtown reported enough pledged by
good men to build the kind of build-
ing recommended by the committeeon designs. That night it was decidedto erect a one story building. How-
ever, the wave of enthusiasm spreadand as a result good women of Albe-
marle organized a woman's club with
Mrs. John Spinks as president and
with more than 100 charter members.
This woman's club immediately com

Ure.ssed in a black Prince Albert,
wearing a white tie and white vest, weakness, yield to anger or approach I mont Commercial Club, acted as mas- -
a plain gold ring on his left hand, a
small wrli-snap- ea nana, nis Diue-rra- y

eyes half closed in the content
uiscourtesy.

Mr. Woodard was a man of culti-
vated taste and appreciation; hishabits of life and thought were ele-
gant without being dandy; he read

ter or ceremonies, and opened upwith an appropriate talk, introduc-
ing Mr. R. L. Smith, who formallyturned over the building to the women
of Stanly county. In his address Mr.
Smith briefly touched upon the history

ment (.f the moment's relaxation from
business. I can hear the slow meas
ured tones of his voice and see the
look of friendly interest on his face as menced to agitate a two-stor- y strucconstantly and with discrimination.

He loved the wholesome and clean
things; he found joy in nature and the

ture. Thev simdv demanded it. and
named a committee to meet with therree air of the out-of-doo- rs; he, like Piedmont Club for the purpose of en-
forcing that demand. When told thatthe cost was too great these goodwomen pledged to pay the difference,

tne wuke of the Forest of Arden
found.

"Tongues in trees, books in runningbrooks, sermons in stones and good in
everything."

or the county, showing its un-
paralleled growth and development
during the past twenty years. Mr.
Smith stated that twenty years agothere was possibly only one man in
Stanly county, the late Hon. Samuel J.
Pemberton, who had the nerve to
look the world square in the face and
say he was from Stanly, but that in
this day of her growth and progress
every man, woman and child takes an
early advantage of the opportunitywhen away from home to say he is
from Stanly, the best county in North

between the one-stor- y building and a
two-stor- y building. The building wan

it w.is when he advised, admonished,
and encouraged me. This picture is
not unfamiliar to others, especially
the latter part of it, for I know of no
man who so constantly manifested
deep and continued interest in the
welfare of young people or more deli-
cately contributed of his wisdom, his
influence and his goods for their ad-v.- uh

ement and their pleasure.
Underneath this memory picture of

him 1 feel should be inscribed in
fadeless letters:
"Where every god did seem to set his

seal
To give the world assurance of a

man."
Mr. Woodard was gifted in his

qualities and fortuned in the endow-
ments of manhood. His faculties were

made in accordance with the demands
of the good women of Albemarle and
they have paid their part of the cost
already. Never was there more thor-
ough co-operat- ion on the part of a
citizenship than in the building of this
community building, on the part of
both men and women, and the peopleof this county !iave been taught one
of their first lessons, by themselves
as teachers, that there is nothing im-

possible or out of reach of the com-
munity which pulls hard and harmo-
niously together in one grand com-
mon cause.

Carolina. His address, as well as Mr.
Mann's, sounded a note of progress
along industrial, educational and re-

ligious lines. The building was for-
mally received by Mrs. E. C. Bost on

This rare power of discerning the
beauty the virtue the charm in the
world about him enabled him to in-
terpret and illumine much of life andnature that was obscure to the casual
passerby. ,

In conversation he was always en-

tertaining, for, as I have remarked,
having seen with a clear vision, hav-
ing caught all tones and colors and
meanings of the things he sawa,
whether an autumn sunset beneath a
bank of clouds, moonlight on the
English lakes or the glint of sunrise
on the ice peaked mountains of
Switzerland, with the eye of an artist
and in chaste English, he delineated

behalf of the country women with a
brief address, which was a beautiful
line of thought clothed in perfect
English. Mrs. Bost said among otherharmoniously expanded; his abilities

systematically developed, and all his
things that she trusted the wave ofpowers to a high ef

lioieney. progress and the spirit of good fel
WAR LEAVES FINElowship would not stop until it hadMy regard for this man was so deep permeated the remotest country disthat I have hesitated to attempt the LANDS UNCULTIVATEDtricts of this good county, and closed

the scenes until the, glory of them be-
came your own.

Mr. "Woodard had an abundant fund
tribute I wished to pay him, realizing
my inability to express my apprecia Fertile Fields of Serbia Given "p to aof anecdote and humorous reminis-cens- e.

Alert an J agile of wit. his l'rolusioii of Weeds and Wild Flow-
ers.

(Correspondence Associated Press.)
Uskup, Serbia, June 15. Great sec

humor was always kindly and refined.
I never knew him to descend to the
boisterous, the immodest or the pro

tions of the fine agricultural lands offane, either in the jolly banter h
sometimes indulged in with his more

with the statement that she hoped
God would bless the Stanly County
Community Building to the good of
the womanhood of Stanly county. Dr.
S. R. Belk, platform manager for the
Albemarle Chautauqua, was then in-
troduced and for thirty minutes held
the large crowd profoundly interested.

After Dr. Belk's address the large
crowd went across the street to the
newly dedicated building and took
possession, where the women's clubs
were serving punch and other light
refreshments in the large assembly
hall up stairs.

southern Serbia lie uncultivated this
year, owing to the departure of theintimate friends, or in the narration

of a story. laborers to the war zone farther north.
As a result, these tremendously fertile

tion of his splendid worth as a man,
a gentleman, a Christian, and a
friend.

F. A. "Woodard was preeminently a
Kentleman. In full truth it can be
faid that the coarse, the'eommon, or
the vulgar was impossible for him. ByMod a patrician; by instinct and
habit courteous, kind, and generous,he ro.--e serenely above the raw blasts
of everyday earthiness, the bickerings,the. squabbles, the trickeries which
nrer dislike and distrust and make

men less brotherly.
Much of his strength was attribut-

able to the mastery he maintained
over his emotions and passions. He
constantly preserved a serenity of at

Mr. Woodard was liberal in his
views and charitable in his regard of fields are given up to a profusion of

weeds and wild flowers which pre-
sent a spectacle as brilliant as a Cali

the conduct of others. Singularly free
from weakness himself he was patient fornia garden multiplied in area untilwith the. weakness of others and for
giving of wrong. In one respect he it stretches over the whole Vardar

Valley. Everything grows in greatwas stern he could never understand
or tolerate the frivolous or the af luxuriance and in the most vivid

colors.

What It Is.
The Stanly County Community

building is a large two-sto- ry brick
building located on South Second
street near the Central Hotel, in the
heart of . the business section of the
city, where it will be of most con

fected.
To those of us who knew him besttitude, an imperturbableness which

yielded neither to anger, fear, hate or one or his greatest charms was tne
innate modesty of him. This coupled
with his gentleness and a half per- -

mr.vr mind disturbing excitements. venience to the out of town shoppers
TvViAn Viainexorable in his purpose and visitors. On the first floor ad-

joining the street is a large rest-roo- madded aeonoMed that purpose to be wise and ceptible shyness at times,
loveableness to him which many of furnished with tables, wall benches

During the last year of his life Mr. and rockers, with large electroliers
proper, he neither balked at laborious

ffort nor yielded an inch to opposi-tion t.. its fulfillment. Woodard endured without breaking,
as fearful a test as man can be called for lighting. Just through this room

and beyond it are private rooms fur-
nished with comfortable seats, cribs,

Mr. Woodard was habituated with
upon to face. For over a year he' dignity, ina poise thought, felt the fearful hand of dissolution dressers and lounges where women" 'nn-- r and conduct that was admir

t The more familiar wild flowers seen
here are daisies, poppies, and huge
thistles ten feet high. The poppies
are of an intense crimson, while here
and there are patches of cultivated
opium poppies, in full white flowers.
More riotous in coloring are flowers
not easily identified by an American
visitor mossy fields of purple weed
a hundred feet across, a clover-lik- e

plant with tiny blossoms of intense
coral-re- d, tall lilac flowers, clumps of
blue and silver-gra- y, various types of
yellow and crimson blossoms. Here
and there the solid tapestry of vegeta-
tion is broken by little lakes or ponds,
fringed with rushes as thick as a
man's arm and tall as small trees.
Over the water are sprinkled masses
of white water lilies.

Birds and butterflies vie in coloring
with the flowers. Some of the butter-
flies are of great size and wonderful

ado: there was about him an Instant tearing from him"the vigor of life. He
knew that medical science was impo

with children may rest and have ab-
solute privacy from the front or mainMir-stio- n of intellectual power, wis

'"'in broadened by imagination and tent to cure his disease or to check
it; he knew that each day as it passed

rest room. Adjoining this ladies pri-
vate rest room is a toilet room fur-
nished with all modern convenienceshis strength and virility lack.

M i't pure, by reverence.
!je felt that only through the sub' lUU;ation nf Srtlf irao Jf Tscci'Kln in Aa left him a little less of the strength On the second floor are two rooms,

one a large assembly hall where theV"t. soif along the lines of greatest and power of life. Many men becoirie
women's clubs can meet, and a smalland aJwnvH Via Viold norsinnnl insane unaer llKe Circumsiaiices, ui

pride, the desire nf MNnnai ain and loathing the lingering horror of slow committee room adjoining. ine as
. r 't I , .... ., t.. ; I in : i i 1 . . v , ,

I ' l.sonai ambition vassal to his life I ueatn, kih tnemseives. n was a nud- - semuiy no.ii i iuimsncu lhi uusnuui
purpose of beine useful to the causes tion to break the heart and to wreck with chairs already in position, desks

coloring, and the connoisseur rc ok- -be Woodard and tables. One of these a beauutuiespoused and to the good of his the reason, and yet F. A.
iteration. Tn v.i vWhi nf hi met each day with a smile, and brave-- library desk, was donated by Miss F.
'uty to God and his fellow in his ly oblivious of himself and his affilic- - E. Ufford, founder of Albemarle Nor nizes varieties which are very rare 11

the 'western world. The bird world
is dominated by the storks and buzand Industrial Institute. Thisbl' itation of tion, lived calmly and sweetly, happy mal
zards, the former spotlessly uiac--he avoided thr0stention S the in the love of his family and friends, assembly hall is intended principally

market Place and I the . clapt"2S of the thinking of others, Interested in oth- - for the use of the women's clubs of
J'hurUee others, cheerful and the county, girls' tomato clubs and white, the latter yeiiowisn nrow m.

similar organizations, and will be fur-unafraid. Even when the end wasllradshaw In his exquisite trib
Mr; Woodard nt the. funeral of near and the shadow of the twilight

The railroad from saionmi 10 v,vu
makes its way in more or less straight-
forward fashion through this whole
region of the Vardar Valley, crowing
the winding stream at frequent inter-rol- o

nnfp on a bridge which was
tho bitto. r.i , I hod settled nnon him. with a sublime

nished with an excellent library.
How It Was Built.

At a smoker given by the Piedmont
Commercial Club early in March the

f,,r fr endsMr o 4 v.or.oo and loftv courage he waited trustfully
V nic of the man. This caDacitv for foxthe touch of the finger of God.

blown upproposition of building a communityA I T shall never foreret him as 1 saw six times during tne isai-Th- e

river itself would bekan warsd'd and kindly Qualities In the man him last lying very still, handsome building in Albemarle was brought
Mch Signally empowered him to love as always, his soft silvery hair falling up by one of Albemarle's most ardent

"M oe loved. He was exceptional in
US tlfAvnr rf V J ,1 V. I -.

scarcely more than a good-size- d creek
in America and the water is tinged
a muddy brown. In the distance on
both sides of the railroad, a broken
line of low hills is always visible.

Let In.

back from his broad toreneaa, tne ooosters. ine merauers pieseut look
light of understanding still in his eyes on to the idea and within half an
though the power of speech had for- - hour a number of committees were
saken him and his strength was al- - appointed to take active steps towards
most gone; he knew me as I stood this much needed improvement. One
before him. and feebly reaching out of these committees was to take steps

l'1 v:a nnvs- - 1 1 .' vulicsiMt-iii- , loyai, sincere, nuh..ve all. tender.I'. A. Woodard was one of the
lawyers in the Stat. He was his hand he pressed mine tenderly m at once to make a canvass throughout

messed the;attributesTrequi- - a friend's farewell to friend. the town and county for the purpose
Kite to ul1" . 1 t i-- va it to the older men. the life of getting subscriptions to a fund for

:sin Cc . --L1 v " inff friends nf Mr. Woodard. to Day the building.. Another committee was
"i n a nmnu.-.- !. iu. k.n n tri hiirA to mm as a. SLH.Lt?siiiH.u. tx i .v t v v.vv- - - jr ii ii. a . ... c- i ii & - ers and ask for an appropriation ofPrinciples of law and the applicationor law to case. His accurate recol- -

HTunderstnd he let you in on a get- -

riCriCDooumsu;pose I would be

angry at him for that?"
"Then what was it .

"He made me think it was a set-rich-qu- ick

scheme, but it wasn t.

is unable to discover hisIf a man
weakness his wife .will discover it for
him.

J"ttlOn Of 1ArtM.A V.i

zen ana pniiantnropist, in an u woitu
provinces he took high rank. I am
merely trying to say something of F.
A. Woodard which I feel should be
said of a man whose memory, in

. " - v,v:v uuco cuauicu iiiwo render instant Judgment when de- -

the lot between the Dennings-Jame- s

building and the Morrow building on
which to locate the building. Another
committee was to figure with an archi-
tect and report the approximate cost
of the structure, and recommend de-

signs. These committees were to re--

ty for lna4lMln ... . . 1 ,1 Vaav
fluence and example will be an honor"jurious to his cause. He was alwaysPrepared. fiimv, A v.i fAMAa I tn. Ma nnmmnnitv. his state and to all

e,ya conscious of his limitations, I who knew Um.


