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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

rnoOrEnR SELECTION OF
SEED CORN.
7here Are Three Important Factors
A hich \id in Increasing  Corn
Vvields—First, the Soil;  Second,
proper Tillage: Third, the Proper
wdeetion (Which Should be in the
leld) and Storing of Seed Corn,

*. BDULL and 1. H, ROBBINS.

case one has no ‘“‘special seed
in which his best and earliest
ring ears were plantad, it is then
ary that his seed corn be select-
: m the field. The most practical
rmethod to do this is to go through the
feld with a sack tied across one's

fro

houlder and select the choicest and
Two rows of corn
Dur-

Lt -rmattured ears.
«s1

& cnsily be examined at once.

“clecting Corn in the Field.

Lhe process of selection, consider-
n of the strength and character of
stalk, the height of the ear from
cround, and the size of the shunk,

vuld be noted. A stalk does not

ssurily have to be large (o be a
big producer. A tall splindling plant
todges very easily. The stalk should
be of good size and strong at th» base,
crudually tapering, and not necesg-
sarily tall,  Strong, vigorous stalks of
medium  height, usually produce the
test and earliest-matured ears. The
var should be attached to the stalk by
# madium-sized shank, which Is long
cnough to allow the tip of the ear to
hang down.

Al ears in a4 corn field will not ma-
re at the same time. A variation of
litteoen days in maturing of ears in a
fi2ld s not uncommon. One of the
reasons why a good selection of corn
can not be made from the shock, or
4rom the fleld late in the fall, is that
one 1s not able to tell the time the
car matured.

Dwesirable ears may malure ten or
fifleen days later than the average
freezing time; and, if those are se-
decled, they will insure a late maturing
crop. Again, if corn is left unhusked
until late, the husks prevent the ear
from drying out properly; and, as a
consequence, it is likely to be frozen
before it is husked, or at least bxfore
it has had time to dry out after the
husking,

in the cholce of corn for seed, one
sciccie the ears that he belioves will
give him the largest yield of good corn
the following year. It is a good plan
10 choose an ear of corn that is as
near the type wanted as possible; then
4eep this ear from year to year, or un-
til you get a better one. At any rate
have a sample ear that you can look
at occasionally to help you in folilow-
ing ond type. Xeep this type-ear
handy when selecting corm in the fall;
and in the spring, when the final se-
lection is made, it is well to compare
2]l cars carefully with thv type-ear.

A eommon practice is to select ears
that are too large. It is much better
lo grow three medium-sized mature
ears to the hill than it is to grow three
larger immature ears per hill. As a
goneral rule, the larger the cob and
thie deeper the kernel, the longer it
will take the ear to mature.

Indications of maturity are looseness
0! kerneds on the cob, a high percent-
fige of moisture, chaffiness (or thin,
Emall, poorly developed kernsels), ad-
harence of the tip cap to the cob, and
®enerally a large amount of white
#larein

It may be weill to emphasi»> the fact
fArain that many are inclined to select
ears that are too large. This is a very
tatural thing to do, because everyone
likes large ears of corn better than
amall ones; but it is yield per acre
failier than large ears that determines
Orofit.  And if one allows himself to
sclect ears so large that they will not
maiure, he is the loser thereby.

It has been learned, by many testas,
(hint ears of a certain form yield more
than other ears different from the
standard form., Ears of corn likely to
Sive best results, carry the butt diame-
ter well towards the tip; they are free
Irom indentations or other irregulari-
ties that would tend to decrease the
Yicld of the ear; they have straight,
trrular rows of uniform kernels, and
Lave kernels extending well over the
Lp and butt.

L Costs just as much to grow an ear
“I corn that has kernels covering
‘hree-fourths of the cob as it does to
'_L'f""\\ one with keriwels covering the
“hole cob. The kernel contains most

cand poor vitality.

the kernel,

L Eame

of the feeding value. The cob is of

very little valne s food., hence the
rows of I‘lf_'."h’:‘l;r: :'*h-r'.-icli 1+.,_;';;i w ‘1-'}
down over the butt and i‘\’§:1;] \\:‘ |
Over the tip (not necessarily cloar
f.l::"'f"! thus illbé!iri:.;:_ A ;_'r--ul ('.."- '.--1':= L-
corn to coly, The r..“-; ...!il. I1.’1 ;"“
straight frem the hutt t., the tip: .'-‘m
(':.u_;sw.in crooked rows | :-i -:”r:
more irregular kernels. and Kery els of
Irregular size make it il-']""““-'l.;-""
I’l"fflt a uniform number in ---wfrl hill. |
‘In g€l the most feeding '.
of an ear of corn there .-hu'lfl‘.“lw li.-‘

Space between the kernels at the cob
It is the tip of the kernel—the vn-‘;
tlml._ contains the germ—that ri; h -
est in food nutrignt. Pointed. chaify
tips indieate low feeding value ard
PoOr germinating power,
caution should he exercised to select
seed corn that will grow and produce
strong, vigorous plants. Space be-
tween the kermels at the cob. and lacic
o fqrrt'“'. usually indicate a low pro-
portion of corn to the cob, immaturits
The tip of the ker-
nel should be wide, allowing room fu;
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‘2 long, broad and deep germ.

_Ni_:thing' will aid more in making .
high yield of shelled corn than a dee;
well-formed kernel.  But do not sele
@ oo deep kernel; hecause the deeps
the creater the lengtl
of time required to mature it: and..
above all other things, maturity is the
first consideration. To socure
form planting, the kernels
seed corn must he all of nearly the
size, not only on one ear, but
ithroughout the whole salection.

A few ears of yellow corn, in a field
planied to white corn, means there is
¢ mixture and that seed from that field
will not be pure. 1'ure-bred corn, like
pure-bred eattle, sells better:

1=

uni-
of selected

aaways
1

tol necessarily on cccount of cuperi-
Cority in Lhe individual, but hecause it
= owell known ithat pure-hired plant

o oanimal will 1o likely to transmit its

raracter to its oispring,
or mixed variety way not,  Intelli
of eitner plams or a-ima
often brings good results, but it is se!
dom that an unskilliul cross brings in-
creased production.

| 3 T .
while serubes
e

Crossings

Field mixtures of
corn (crosses) are usually associated
with decreased vyields and anvthingz
but uniformity. A brecder of corn
should have his ideal type of corn in
mind, and breed towards that ideal:
and the longer one selects 1o one type,
the more coertain he is that his crop
will be like the seed he planted. "The

shape of the kernel, and color of the
grain, should adhere closely to the
type of corn descriled. If mixtures of

shares or colors appear, one may be
sure that his corn needs more rigid
selection. Variation in color of coh
indicate a mixture of varieties. White

corn should have a white cob; yvellow,
a red cob; and white-capped yellow, a
red cob,

cars with large cobs are to he
avolded, on acecount of being hard to
dry. A great variation exists in the
amount of corn to cob different =ars
will shell, Tae wvariation usually
comes between sevently and ninety per
cent corn and ten to thirty per cent
cob. From this it Is seen that if one
feeds one lot of hogs a bushel of corn
that is but seventy per cent shelled
corn, and another lot a bushel which
is ninety per cent shelled corn, o
lot will get forty-nine pounds <«

Every pre-|

shellel corn and the other lot sixty-.

three pounds.

Indications of per cen. |

of corn to cob are size of cob, depth oi

kermel, furrow space, and space be-
tween the kernels at tha cob.
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GIRLS MAKE POOR

SHOW,

Low Scores in a Recent Home Eco-
nomics Contest.

The Massachusetts Agricultural Col-
lege has been holding a home eco-
nomics contest in its “extension serv-
ice,” but it is hard to tell whether the
results should be considered alarming
or practically lacking in significar.ce.
The girls completed in cooking, sew-
ing, an@ household duties and the
scores were kept in this way: Quality
of work as shown by exhibits counted
30; quality as shown by rank sheets,
25; amount of work as shown by time
sheets, 30; story of experience, 15
points.

Only one girl revealed the talent of
an approximately ‘‘perfect” house-
keeper. She had a score of 97.7.
Three won second prizes, fiftecen third
prizes, and about the same number
receilved honorable mention. The
average attained was very low.
conclusion reached might be that the
girle of today as a rule do not take
kindly or efficiently to domestic duties
and “home economics,”” but perhaps
the method of determining results is
too academie. Certain kinds of abil-
ity cannot be accurately measured by
card-index systems or score cards.
After all, cooking, sewing, and house-
work are not in the realm of science;
properly they are arts.

The ultimate test of a good cook
is not to be found in any “rank sheet”
or “story of experience,”” but in
comparative skill in the preparation

of bread, pie, dcuzhnuts and otner | before. . |
wholeseme food. The chances are!! The first rat that comes will drop |
that one of thesze girls whose mark | through into the water and get on the

was below 50 would prove a realy bet-

ter cook and honsekeeper than the
gir! with the hizh scholastic score.
-
2. Randall l.eonard, of Bath, Me.,
is the owner of an old razor taken

from the pack of a French scldier hy
an Knglish soldier named Vrescott on
the field of the battle of Waterioo. It

was presented to Thomas Leonard by

Mr. i'rescott in 1840, and was uscd by
him until his death. The razor is
much like-a modern one, only heavier.

The ;

her |

PROTECT THE BIRDS,
In arder to increase the ymber of
'ds 1n any area, thev must e pro-
tected n ! zains = tory
i PDEerseciut n i ¥ ] ¥ W
st tefer h var 3
it v P [} Y - 1

Tree

Guard-.

:I]HH}? the Lrees or l'“:"ﬁ which ¢ ontain i

the hirds

A Type of
the Recleaning of Alfalfa Seed.

Fanning Mill Adapted to

move the lighter seeds as well as most
of the portions of pods and stems,
while a special set of seives will re-
move the weed seeds and small stones
and clods which differ in size from

the alfalfa seed.
=l
SUCCESSFUL RAT TRAP
A trap which has been known to

catch the rodents by the dozens is
called the barrel trap. Procure a
water-tight barrel, put a rock in the
bottom that will reach up about a
foot high, and pour in sufficient water
to nearly cover the rock, leaving just
the upper point sticking out, and it
should be about large enough to hold
a single rat.

In place of the upper head. streteh
a piece of very thick wrapping-paper
over the top of the barrel and fasten
it securely, by means of the top hoop
or a cord.

Dampen the paper slightly with a
moist sponge, and it will become tight
when dry.

head. with cheese-parings and other
things that they like, for several

nights in sueccession, so as to get the
rats accustomed to coming without

i fear or suspicion.

After you have gained
dence, cut a cross slit in the

rock: the next one drops through and
there is a fight for a foothold, and

theyv arzue the point with such squeals |
that all the rats in the neighborhood |

hasten in to find out what the trou-
hile 1=,
—

=t. Andrews is the oldest Scotch
university. it having been founded in
1411, and, according to an ancient
doiment. “many excellent and noble
clerks war brocht out of sindry coun-
iries to be preceptours in it.”’

Feed the rats on this paper |

their confi- |,
middle t
‘ of the paper and spread the food as|

|
|
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THE WAY TO PRIEVENT
HOG (HOLERA.
(By J. ha-tle and R, Graham )
gr rreatest menace
= h ra & It 1s by fapr
o i« and fatal of any
Tt disease s
1 1-n r rus whit b
S Pres: in t! ! ¥ cAaCrela
| in the ATCASSes { Il infected
i s (o tion 1 v be Car-
I from infected t henlthy herds
b i Ti g ' i such as
r ing water, ards, dog new st K
1 : 1 sources, and ais on
the shoaes of p n~ who have walk-
ed over infected awr ~ We ca only
l i L ontrol i 1ltim I'Qi.\ . 24
ite hog holera by honestl, conscien
1S i p = % r ¢fforts on the
jraar { al farmer wnd ho Fralsers
O ot th eTective isolation {
imals hay r the disepse SOri
il s cleanin 2 in the handling and
Lre o b ~ | 1fe 1 of infe ™l
pPremis the rning f all care
el o i 4] s thiat L4 R i1l 1 this
diseas proper ite in the clection
of 1 N ostock the reful and
Tite 1 0 . b ¢ 4
ST
Hogs should t | (&l L1
tien ¢ sisting s N omat
{ : 1 i) o

nests. These guards should
be placed six feet or more ahove the
ground, and they should be made of |
shoet metal. This will prevent cats |
and all such marauders from clim! ing |
tor the nests
5 \
FOREST FIRES, |
AN especinll rood showing WS
made by the furest oflicers last vear
in extinzuishing tires outside the na i
tivnal forests before they recched the
forest houndaries, sieh fires const
tute more than OT1e-s 1xth f 11
i cuzhit Ly the forest ranpgers pnd | ohios e dsaoditewd W il iviane Watched
TUArUs, About nine tenths were ex- | or Cholevi Symptomes,
tinmarie shed before th o] teuched the .
i Of the | s within the forest [ wheatl ouddlines 0 triess tankar
Difyre o eie Mmore than IN per Cot i:;?'nl distillers” dri erains and, wh
:! - 0 lands in private owne rship. i. eVver 1 ihile 1 hiey should be sup
Nearly one-fourtin of the extra ex- | plied with Taragze (ropg, such as sreen
e iures due to fizhting fires—-that | alfalfa or aifalfa hav. Hops shougle
18, expenditures outside the time of { be supplied with an abundahnce of
the regculae forest foroe Wik s in- | pure, clean water., plenty of shade in
curred In fighting these fires  hot weather, dry bYwedding, and airy,
Lightning causcd more fires than | light, well ventilalod hor houses,
any other azency, followed by rail- Gireat care should be ercised in
roade, compers. and incendiaries, in | the purchase of new stock in order to
the order given. secure healthy, vigorous animals, free
—————— from disease, In this connection, it
BRI CLIDANIANG ALFALIFA SEL D, | well to beur in mind that hog cholera
= has an incubaticn period lasting frooamn
Alfalfa seed as it comes from the [ 5 to 20 davs, during which tirme the
machine is not usually in marketable | animal may appear nomna! to all in
condition. It contains small stones, | lents and puarposes Separate qQuar
clods, pieces of stems and pods, and |ters should be provided for the isola
often a considerable quantity of weed | tion of all newly purchased animals,
seeds as well as more or less shriveled | where they may be kept from the rest
alfalfa seed, These impurities must| of the herd for a period of three
be removed before the seed can be| Wweeks, and kept under observation
sold 1o advantage, A good fanning | for any symptom of the dise thit
mili or other cleaning deviee will re- | ma) appear.

Following outhreak of hogx
chaolera in a herd, a thorouszh cleaning
up and dizinfection of hog lots and

1.|{Uit!'{’.‘l':-’ must be resorted to, Iire and
| fresh air-slaked lime are the Most
officient agents for the destruection of
hog cholera virus. Secatter fresh air-

siaked lime abundantly about the hog
lois or disinfeet with 2 3 per cent salue

tion of crescl compound and whitoe-
wash the hog houses and fences.

Sick hogs should not be sold;
neither should they be driven alons
public highways or transported in
cars trom place to place, or placed in
public stock vards or pens. In other
words, the only way to properly coun
trol this dizease 18 to isolate it, and
though it may work a temporary

hardship on the individual owner to

do this, it is certainly, ultimately, to
his interest and to the interest of the
great body of hog raisers, to do all in

his power to establish and maintain a
rigid and effective gunarantine with re-

spect to this disease,

The only means of protecting the
hog against cholera is by inoculation
with hog cholera serum, or with hod
cholera serum and virus.

The s=serum alone confers an im-

munity lasting from six to eight weeks
while the douhble treatment (inoecula-
tion ¢of the hog on oné side with
serum, and on the other side with
virus), shows a lasting or permanent
immunity to hog cholera.
—
NEXT YEAR'S CROP,

In order to have the hest of flowers
and vegetables next year, the seed
must be very carefully saved from this
vear's crop. Have bags containing
seeds mariked carefully and in detail.
If the seed is of Mrs. Brown' neies,
write that on nther

the bag;, and
information recarding the the

e

any
:I!:&I'.t

=~eed Properly Labeled.
seed of which you desire to keep.
Then hang the bags up out 6f reach

of mice or other vermin.




