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NIGHT SCHOOLS FOR
DULTS LONE HOPE

Take Half Century To Elimi-

nate llliteracy By Compul-
sory Attendance Law

pDepending solely upon the action of
the compulsory attendance laws of
the State, it will require a full half
century to wipe out adult illiteracy in
North Carolina according to the esti-
mate of Mr. W. C, Crosby, secretary of
«he State Committee on Community
Service. The opinion is expressed by
AMr. Crosby in the bulletin issued ves-
ierday from the office of Superinten-
Jdent of Public Instruction on Com-
smmunity Servio: and North Carolina
Day =et for October 29 preceding the
opening of Moonlight Schools in No-
vember,

“According to meager statistics
gathered last year,” says Mr, Crosby,
‘the average -uge of adult illiterates
in North Carolina is forty-five. The
expectation of life at that age, ac-
cording to the American Mortality Ex-
perience Table, is 24.54 years. Since
forty-five is the average age, there
must be many who are much younger
than that, which would matericlly
fengthen the time when we should
expect death to remove them. From
fthis, it will be seen that if we wait
for time alone to remove the stigma
of adult illiteracy from the State, a
full half century will probably¢ be re-
fquired. Can we afford to wait? A
vigorous campaign for the moonlight
#school 1is the only alternative, and
that should be our answer to the
question.”

“The strategic and most difficult
point in this crusade against adult il-
literacy,” he continved, *will be to
induce the illiterates to enroll in the
2ight school and attend its sessions
regularly. They are timid and sensi-
tive and many of them almost utterly
hopeless of being able to learn at
their time of life, even if they should
avail themselves of the opportunity.
They must, therefore, be approached
with great tact, sympathy, and con-
siderate patience. If failure attends
one effort to enlist them, another
should be resorted to; no refusal must
be accepted as final. Quietly, witheut
bluster or parade, and with tactful
importunity they must be won, en-
jolled, and taught.

“A most important step before be-
ginning a moonlight school is to make
an accurate survey of all adult il-
titerates in the district. This should
e done not only with the view of
i Yocating them, but reliable informa-
tion should be sought as to just what
~ person or persons might be able to
influence each one most, and what
motivation would be apt to be most
powerful in stimulating them to a de-
sire to learn to read and write. There
8 no one who cannot be influenoed by
the proper person or motive, if only
the person or molive is known, One
principal reports that he visited a
certain illiterate several times, trying
to enroll him in a moonlight school
which was being conducted in the
community, but failed completely to
¥et him in. He finally sent another
illiterate who had already entered the
school—and he brought him to school
that very night. “There is always
some way to reach any person, if only
we use judgment and patience. 1t
may be the love of a little child; it
may b the influence of a friend; it
may be the desire to write a letter to
an absent loved one; it may be pride;
it mnay be the wizh to read the Dible.
tfut no hard and fast rule can be
given, for each ore is a law unto him-
gelf. The means by which illiterates
are hrought into the school does not
matter; the all-important thing is not
{o give up till you get them in and
interested.”

——e——
Freoch Red Tape,
Indianapolis News.

A little story that comes from Paris
would seem to give color to the oit-
repeated assertion that the French
republie, through its officials, is badly
tangled in “red tape.” This is the
story.

Comfortably seated in a railroad
coach of the first class, a tunctionary
of a prefecture was studying a re-
port. He was furnished with a lead
pencil and was making notes. Sud-
dealy he was addressed by a traveler.

“Monsieur, I am a traveling in-
spector of. police. Will you permit me
to look at that pencil?” )

The inspector examined the pencil
and put it in his pocket. "I shall
seize it,"” he said. ‘It comes from the
house of Hardtmuth, a German
house,"

The traveler protested and
Lis oecupation.

“l regret this,” suid the inspector.
“Giiva me your name, your address,
and 1 shall have you reimbursed the
value of your pencil in eight days by
the general treasury of your depari-
fnent.”

Commenting on this, l.e Cri de
Paris sayvs that the este2med emn-
ployees of the departmental treasury
will not fail to send in a few months
tive centimes i(about 1 cent!) to the
owner of the pencil—and how much
paper was wasted to  efiect this
reimbursement!

stated

WOMAN AS A VOTER

(By a Man.)

“The Woman Who Answers Ques-

tions" 1« what they ecall her,

ngﬂ‘m_e 15.}-131;3.' Sumner Boyd and her

ofiicial title is Chief of the Data De-

&:}ltmem‘ of the National Ammerican
oman Suffrage Association.

m.ﬁif iis:hf headquarters of the Na-
Néw Yf;r]-:)c(?‘?:m\‘d 005 F lf[}:l Avenue,
chiefly as the oo rs. Boyd is known
i € woman who tells people
what they want to know about suf-
frage. She is the one who digs up, on
Yomien tod -‘hil‘dr{-? laws concerning
iaken Che Tbt T en, and who 1;:.1'.1.!-

2 . :L arguments of the antis
with the answers thereto. Seated at
her desk, flanked by files and reports,
and interrupted constantly by the tele-
phone at her elbow, Mrs. Boyd sifts
the statistics and data which the suf-
frage speakers necd in the field.

It is no easy task

Demands for facts and fiztves in
r(-;:zlrjd to woman suffrage come pour-
Ing into the national headquarters
from all corners of the United States
as well as from foreign countries, and
Mrs. Boyd's task is to answer any
Gquestion which may be sent in. ;

“Will you tell me how many states
have equal guardianship laws?” comes
& voice over the telephone, and Mrs.
Boyd has the states on the tip of her
tongue.

“Will you tell me which states have
the initiative and referendum, and in
which of these suffrage petitions are
now being circulated ?”

When Mrs. Boyd's telephone rings
there is no telling what question is
waiting for her at the other end of the
line, and every morning the mail
brings letters asking more questions.
There is little doubt that there is a
lively interest in the subject of wo-
rnan suffrage judging by the inquiries
which come pouring into head-
quarters.

A postal card received by Mre. Bovd
the other day reads as follows

“Please tell me if the 14 and 15
amend say yes all men and women
21 years of age must read and rite
English. Before he or she can vote.
My reason for asking you is I doant
know. Ans. please.” The writer was
a man.,

Mrs. Bovd was chosen as head of
the data department because of her
long experience in collecting data in
statistical and research work. She is
a graduate of Columbia, and a former
editor of the survey. She is thorou-
ghly at home in a law library as well.

Anyone who is permitted to become
at all familiar with Mrs. Boyd’'s filing
svstem is at once impressed with the
mass of accurate material which the
head of the data department has got-
ten together, and tne orderly arrange-
ment of it. Someone has remarked
that if a person is at all anxious to
lose gight of an item or a letter, the
most effective way of going about it is
to have his stenographer file it. Not
so with the system which Mrs. Boyd
has put into operation. Child labor,
working hours for women M every
state in the union, illiteracy tables,
lists of organizations and individuals
who have endorsed woman sufirage,
newgpaper clippings and the great
mass of material which has to do with
woman suffrage is to be found careful-
lv and systematically catalogued and
labelled in Mrs. Boyd's file.

There is a econstantly increasing
demand from speakers, from students,
from the general public and the press
for data on woman suffrage, and the
national association acts as a clearing
house for such information.
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AT HELM IN BATHING sSUIT.

Her real

Steamship Captain Says Gale Would
Have Blown Clothes Off.
Mobile (Ala.) Dispatch.

Good seamanship and a bathing
suit possessed by Capt. W. Hi nsen, of
the United ruit Company’'s steamer
Bluefields, saved the vessel from dam-
age and possible loss during the re-
cent tropical hurricane.

The Bluefields left Mobile and en-
countered the storm the next doy, but
succeeded in weathering it, while the
United Fruit steamer American was
badly damaged and compelled to re-
turn to Mobile for repairs. The Blue-
fields arrived in the city Monday
morning. _

“We were warned before leaving
Mobile of the hurricane that was
sweeping through the Caribbean Sea,”
said Captain Hansen, “and were pre-
pared to meet it in the Gulf of Mexico.

“The frontal part of the storm
struck us Saturday morning and con-
tinued with unabated force until Sun-
day evening. The gale was
Sunday merning from 3 to 4 o'clock,
when its velocity reached 100 to 130
miles, )

“Phe wind blew so hard ithat I could
not lkeep my clothes fastened, so 1
Jeft the bridge and donned my bathing
suit. The seas that burst over the

Bluefields knocked me down once, but |

1 was unhurt.”

Captain Hansen told otficers of the
U'nited Fruit Company that it was 'Lh-.f
worst storm he had ever encountered
in the Gulf of Mexico, and he ha:_*
been in the gculf trade miore than Z°
Veurs.
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Most of the tea raised in Burma is
pickled and —=aten as a condiment,
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progress from a little child, and
been proud of our beautifty
Then to Norlina where 1wo gr

of our host, Mr. William H
awaited us with an automohil
tooKk us twenty miles through o ;
perous countryv to Ben v Hill, where i
cordial welcome awaited

Mr. Burrell and Judge B nrs
Bryan graduated at Chapel H
VEATSs ago next June in
devoted chums during
years of college life and ot gradua-
tion one delivered the Latin Salutary
and both were marshalis '
these vears, they had only
for a few hours, one can wel
how cordial was the
these two old freinds.

As 1 sat on the vine-covered piazza
and looked down the
which just hid “the little church
around the corner” and listened to
old remembrances and jokes of hy-
gone days, I felt (hankful, indeed, of
this meeting,

These two fath-rs represent thir-
teen daughters anad six sons, and forty-
four grandchildren. Mr. Buarrell is
the soul of hospitality and Berry Hill
the scene of much pleasure, often
thirty or forty people take dinner at
his house, and a cordial welcome
all.

His children have had every ad-
vantage of education, both literary
and musical, and not a dollar in the
world does this good man owe. What
a commentary on the fault finders of
the present day! 1 feel like saving
1o our voung mei, marry a4 wife and
buy a farm, Mr. Burrell is a North
Carolinian, but Berry Hill is just on
the line in Virginia, and all that panrt
of the couniry is filled with the chil-
dren of the land-holders, charming
neighborhoods, educated people. every
few miles a church, kindness the pre-
vailing trait. Berrv Hill is not far
from the ¢ld time famous Sheceo and
Jones' Springs, where the belles and
beaux of the East danced to the
music of Frank Johnson's band, and
where as a little girl 1 bought candy
and toys from Oscar Alston's table on
the lawn. Oh! what good old times
they were! We said good bye to our
dear friends, and his eharming wife
with great reluctance, and began our
homeward journey, the judge bearing
in his hand a cane, given him by Mr.
Burrell which was presented to him
by Dr. Goode of Buffalo: Springs, a
kinsman of his. This cane was cut in
Holly Word Cemetery, near the tomb
of James Madison, af the Confederate
reunion in 1896, a valuable memento
of our last cause. We  passed
the historic old St. Johun's c¢hurch
where the ashes of Bishop Ravens-
croft's wife repose. fl.ong live our re-
markable host and his interesting
family. )
New Bern, N. €. M. N. ERYAN,
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GREAT MEN AND THEIR HAIR.
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Dark Brown and Black Prevailing
Color Among Geniuscs.
Philadelphia Evening Ledger.
Historv shows that few
geniuses had red hair,
the poets of the grorld was Swinburie,
whose hair was distincily reddish,
and among the great reformers only
John Bunyvan's hair was really red.
The flaxen-haired blonde, or the
man whose hair when an adult s
true vellow, also pemains
apart as being unlikely to possess
genius. Should one such be, his only
companion will be Thackeray, whose
hair is described as yellow  (‘harles
Kassel has ecarefully reviewed the
biographies of most of the eminent
people of the weorld, and has tabulat-
ed the results of his work so far as
the calor of the hair
Dark bros.n to black is the prevaill-
ing hie on the heads of the great men.
A list of 530 names has bheen compiled,
in which the color of the hair is given
by biographers, and 80 per cent are
dark brown or bhlack. There is not,
strange to =ay, a single mention of

premature grayness, nor a single

great
Alone among

marked

1s concerned.

Ase

of that ashen brown hair known asj

“singed” or “mouse color.” .
The structure of the hair—whether
straight or curly civen 1 26 of
Mr. Kassel's list of geniuses, and of
these all but four possessed ¢ 1riv or
wavy hair. It is extremely
that of the remaining four .“-"i;n-ft-' n
and President
remarkable for “wiry hal
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The first prive wi.s
V' C. Rayster for
lawn next to the lat an
Women's (Mol bnlaine
A Prize was awarded .
Weathers of Cameran '
and bLack lawne A et
roll Mann of West Jalet
heautiful baek yard Tie
I pha?l]iill‘,_f to hold futyrs
hopes to be able to arouse o Live
terest Ln the making and care of
th.roughouat 1he oity

For the benefit of those whi
ta make new lawns or improve
they alreadyv have, 1la
pestions aie
partment:

“In preparing a lawn h
cessary drainage arranged for so
there will be no washing of the
or settling of wiater in low placs
land should be broken as deop
possible and all roots, stones and othen
obstruetions removed, Care =hould e
tziken to see that the surfoce sail s
kept on top and not covered witn the
subsoil. The surface chould Le care-
fuliv raked and leveled so that it wil
stand at a proper grade o relatiog
to tne buildings and the street,  Tha
land should be made rich by quantities
of thoroughly decayed manure worl
cd into the soil., Mest salls far lawns
are benefited by copious applications
of lime., In addition to the manure
it is a good plan to apply high pgrade
commercial fertilizers, especinlliy hine
meal.

‘LLawns can be seeded st Wlno-t g
season of the vear, provided,
plenty of water available fou
the ground maoist while the grass s
Fretting established. Where there =
plenty of shade from trees and Loaild-
ingse, it is possible to have the Hnes
blue grass sod. lue grass, howeyve)
does not last lang where it s not pro-
tected from our hot sun ¥
locations in the South, the rnost sntls-
factory lawns are oblained by using
the common Bermuda or wire
g0 much despised by
truck growers, The character st
that make this VIigorous-growing grass
disliked on the farm are
things that make it valaable
ZTass. A Bermuda
comes brown at the first frost
roots hold the sod from washis
ing the winter Next spring
b;.ll!'n;;"h --f WArirt wealtt
to make a solid
Cntire growing sea
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